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The people of this natioo are derranding a total effort on all 

levels of government to clean up c::ur environrrent - our land, our air, 

and our \'laters. 

But the policies of this administration have fallen far short of 

what is needed. We need cxmni.tted leadership for the environment at 

the national level, and we need a camri. tm:mt of both rroney and policy. 

Only one percent of the President's proposed ret~ budget is allotted 

for pollution ccntrol. And the President proposes cutting roost environ-

rrental programs across the board. The budget calls for: 

- A reduction of $1.2 million in programs for ~raticn, research, 

and facilities under the Environmental Protectioo Agency. 

- A reduction of $5.4 millioo for waste water treatnent and ccntrol. 

-A reducticn of $15.4 millioo for solid waste managenent. 

In addition, the Nixoo Adrn:ini.straticn has requested only $171.5 

million for :inpleltentin] the 1970 Clean Air Act - $300 million less than 

Congress authorized. And the .Administraticn is planning no increase what-

soever in assisting local camuni ties in sewage treatnent. 
. . . 

Local ccrrm.mi ties in Florida and .across the naticn are demanding rruch 

rrore. But this Administration doesn't listen, and it doesn't see. 
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- Here in Florida, the Escarrbia Bay area has just been called the 

"ItDSt devastated" estuary in Florida because of nunicipal and industrial 

pollution. 

- The Apalachicola Bay oyster fisheries are nc:M threatened by 

pesticide pollution. 

- The water quality of Big Bend regicn is steadily deteriorating. 

- Hillsborough arrl Tarrpa Bays are becaning victims of :rm.micipal and 

industrial wastes. 

- The St. Jclms River is heavily polluted by oil and other chemical 

wastes. 

- Biscayne Bay continues to receive trerrendous volurres of nunicipal 

effluent. 

If the peqJle of Florida and this Nation are to have a fighting 

chance to clean up the envirorment, then we nust have a camri. tnent of 

policy and resources equal to the task. 

As an interim rreasure, I call upon the Nixon Administration to 

irmedi.ately increase its budget prqlOSals for water arrl sewage managemant. 

The urgency i<J great. Only 70 percent of our peq:Jle are served by sew­

age systems arrl only 40 percent of the treat:rrent plants are adequate. 

I also call upon the Administration to support legislation I have 

proposed to create River Basin Waste Treatnent Authorities. 

My bill will establish agencies with responsibili tv for the water 

quality of entire river basin areas. They would plan, build, operate, 

arrl maintain adequate treatnent facilities. The necessary funding would 

CC'Ire fran bonds backed an:i paid for by user charges with the Federal Govem­

rrent insuring 40 percent of the debt service cost. 
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Only a total effort of furrls and resources fran the .nati rnal to 

the local level will give us a chance to clean up Arrerica. We carmot arid 

nust not cut back our programs. We can and nust give our OCl!'ll1ll1i ties the 

assistance they need and demand. 
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-? 
SCire thoughts re: 11: 30 Press Conference 

Mawv Qa1 d d Kennec1y, mmr 1 '21tA a fex·z 1' 7artl Fe'' 3; bi (after 

campaism .in Fl prj da l/Ol? m l/" .. b I 

L ~t hq>e you will penni~ ne to~ philosophical , , 

1 fo/ a few m:::m:mts because I do think it is ~ possible /AI & 
JleQ_~ ~ 4' cc.---/~~~ ,_/'u /6 ca-uvtd~p.r o-c-t'~ /#'~ .rf 

at. i1me that yOuof the-rrress and we can?! i raJ:e::; fj,gQCIYC 88& 

imnersed in day to day campaign activities that we lose sight of 
- 224 ......_ 

sore of the rrore precious principles that underpin our system • 

of governrrent-~·•=.., •tJf' tU a •, it:w II L You knON f unless we pause fran time to time and really ., ~~ ---
focus on sore of the values that are rreaningful to our way of -life, we can lose than.LI don 1 t wish to make a cause celebre 

out of what I consider an unfortunate incident but I wouldn 1 t m- ....... . 1\ 
be the man I,c asp~r~to be all these years in public life _. ~ .W ...J.c -
allON this to pass without c::x:mtEn.t of vmat I consider to be 
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the abuse of a very precious institution within our society -- freedan 

of expression -- in all its forms'\--~ record is without peer as one 

who has fought vigorously for years to preserve the right of 

freedan of expression and particularly by the news rredia.,I 

shall continue to do sot Off'~ the price paid is exorbitant 
the follc:Ming annmmcerrent was made on 'IV 

and a very painfuli one. Last night~~~[W~~W~~~~ 

~: "The Humphrey Campaign has c::x::roo to a virtual standstill." 

Millions of people heard that report and believed it. ·i@ iea 

ahsglptel) WIUue as I bihllt oav:t~ l'bm:M:y Raii ndl8 Cij3M:l 

~s;w. ~ampaign is really on the rrove. { 

People are cx:rning together over all the state -- all over this 

00m1try. • • in an effort to advance my candidacy •••• in an 

effort to further my nanination for President. I hope you 

will believe me when I tell you I have been in public life 

for all too long to begin nc:M to make irresponsible stateroonts 

simply to secure a transitory headline or a favorable television 

~I must be responsible in what I say and ilo]oatW~w 
· have a responsibli ty to be fair and 

to be accurate for the damage you can do to anyone who seeks 

office can be ireeparable if either of us make a rrockery of 

the system we both believe in. 
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Gentlerren, what is really important about this campaign 

is the issues - what I believe in. • .not the fact ~ i, 
there mig t, on occasion, be sate iilt'P~~:'.~ ~f tafttle v- / 

&Y' f'r ' 5 .eeehs ... 
· In 30 years of campaigns, I have never 

~one that ran wrfectly.. ];.waRt: to ""'~· "" ~ ~r / 
-/-~ Cc,.f/U<'~C.S ~ er c~ar>rv ~ U /~/c:.-c,../~-
~ stimd :fur and tM respo~~t,hQ people to / 

tmat I am saymg. /7 s /k S v ~./ ~ --- - <--U ;t_/ 
;£ ca.,.._J!..t:.kf "'Yt" ,s/;7. ~ ~ 4 ~/o-r-e t4 

'lhat 1 s what I have to say. I 1 11 take any questions. 
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