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The people of this nation are demanding a total effort on all
levels of government to clean up our environment - our land, our air,
and our waters.

But the policies of this administration have fallen far short of
what is needed. We need camitted leadership for the enviromment at
the national level, and we need a camitment of both money and policy.

Only one percent of the President's proposed new budget is allotted
for pollution control. And the President proposes cutting most environ-
mental programs across the board. The budget calls for:

== A reduction of $1.2 million in programs for operation, research,
and facilities under the Envirommental Protection Agency.

-- A reduction of $5.4 million for waste water treatment and control.

== A reduction of $15.4 million for solid waste management.

In addition, the Nixon Administration has requested only $171.5
million for implementing the 1970 Clean Air Act —— $300 million less than
Congress authorized. And the Administration is planning no increase what-
soever in assisting local camunities in sewage treatment.

Local communities in Florida and across the nation are demanding much

more. But this Administration doesn't listen, and it doesn't see.

-More—-
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-~ Here in Florida, the Escanbia Bay area has just been called the
"most devastated" estuary in Florida because of municipal and industrial
pollution.

-- The Apalachicola Bay oyster fisheries are now threatened by
pesticide pollution.

- The water quality of Big Bend region is steadilv deteriorating.

== Hillsborough and Tampa Bays are becoming victims of municipal and
industrial wastes.

— The St. Jchns River is heavily polluted by oil and other chemical
wastes.

-- Biscayne Bay continues to receive tremendous volumes of municipal
effluent,

If the people of Florida and this Nation are to have a fighting
chance to clean up the environment, then we must have a comnitment of
policy and resources equal to the task.

As an interim measure, I call upon the Nixon Administration to
immediately increase its budget proposals for water and sewage management,
The urgency i3 great. Only 70 percent of our people are served by sew-
age systems and only 40 percent of the treatment plants are adequate.

I also call upon the Administration to support legislation I have
proposed to create River Basin Waste Treatment Authorities.

My bill will establish agencies with responsibility for the water
quality of entire river basin areas. They would plan, build, operate,
and maintain adequate treatment facilities. The necessary funding would
come from bonds backed and paid for by user charges with the Federal Govern-

ment insuring 40 percent of the debt service cost.

-More-
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Only a total effort of funds and resources from the national to
the local level will give us a chance to clean up America. We cannot and

must not cut back our programs. We can and must give our communities the

assistance they need and demand.



Some thoughts re: 11:30 Press Conference

I hope there isn't a person in this room who expected

a withdrawal this morning (sr'u.llng)z For those of you who j : ; z
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W AP imersed in day to day campaign activities that we lose sight of

sane of the more precious principles that mm our system
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LYou know, unless we pause from time to time and really
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focus on some of the values that are meaningful to our way of
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life, we can lose them'LI don't wish to make a cause celebre
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out of what I consider an unfortunate incident but I wouldn't
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be the man I4aspiredto be all these years in public life s A=

allow this to pass without comment of what I consider to be
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the abuse of a very precious institution within our society =- freedom
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of expression == in all its fomsr record is without peer as one
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who has fought vigorously for years to preserve the right of
freedom of expression and particularly by the news media, ZI
shall continue to do so, Off time the price paid is exorbitant
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®WS#A8: "The Humphrey Campaign has come to a virtual standstill,"
Millions of people heard that report and believed it, his—iem
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Shaa , Thl'canpalgn is really on the move, !

People are caming together over all the state -- all over this
country. .. in an effort to advance my candidacy ....in an
effort to further my nomination for President. I hope you

will believe me when I tell you I have been in public life

for all too long to begin now to make irresponsible statements

simply to secure a transitory headline or a favorable television

;WI must be responsmle in what I say and do;buEW

s D oaae o 'fﬂ-:‘-'rﬂ-.- have a responsiblity to be fair and

to be accurate for the damage you can do to anyone who seeks
office can be ireeparable if either of us make a mockery of

the system we both believe in,
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Gentlemen, what is really important about this campaign

is the issues =-- what I believe in. ..not the fact that / 4
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. That's what I have to say.’ I'll take any questions.,
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