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IN THE LAST SEVERAL YEARS, VIE HAVE SEEN TREMENDOUS
GROWTH IN A NEW FORM OF HOUSING IN OUR NATION — THE
MO3ILE HOME,

loBILE HOME SALES IN 1970 TOTALLED NEARLY $3 BILLION,
SALES THIS YEAR ARE PROJECTED AT $3.5 BILLION, THERE ARE
NOW NEARLY 2 MILLION MOBILE HOMES IN THE NATION, SOME
NINE PERCENT OF THEM, orR 150,330, IN FLORIDA,

BUT WE CONTINUE TO DISCRIMINATE AGAINST THE MOBILE
HOME OWNER.,

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT —- PARTICULARLY THE FEDERAL
HOUSING /DMINISTRATION AND THE VETERANS /DMINISTRATION —-
REFUSE TO ACCEPT THE MOBILE HOME FOR WHAT IT IS IN THE
OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF INSTANCES - A DWELLING PLACE,

THEY REFUSE TO GUARANTEE MORTGAGE LOANS,
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s A RESULT, MOBILE HOME OWNERS ARE DISCRIMINATED AGAINST
IN THE INTEREST RATES THEY MUST PAY ON THEIR PURCHASE. 'MILE
THE INTEREST RATE IS LESS THAN EIGHT PERCENT ON MOST PRIVATE
HOME MORTGAGES, THE MOBILE HOME OWNER MUST PAY UP TO
IT PERCENT, THE RATE HE WOULD PAY ON AN AUTOMOBILE,

SECOND, THE MOBILE HOME OWNER IS DISCRIMINATED AGAINST
BECAUSE MOBILE HOMES ARE NOT RECEIVING ADEQUATE INSPECTIONS
ON SUCH BASIC ITEMS AS PLUMBING, HEATING, ROOFING AND
PANELING BY FHA, VA AND MUNICIPAL AND STATE GOVERNMENTS,

THIRD, THE MOBILE HOME OWNER IS DISCRIMINATED AGAINST
BECAUSE TOO OFTEN LOCAL GOVERNMENTS FAIL TO EXTEND THE SAME
QUALITY OF PUBLIC SERVICES TO MOBILE HOME PARKS THAT THEY DO
TO OTHER RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITIES.

I BELIEVE WE MUST PROVIDE THE SAME LEVEL OF PUBLIC SERVICES
TO EVERY HOME OWNER, REGARDLESS OF WHERE HE LIVES -- AMD THAT
MEANS ADEQUATE POLICE AND FIRE PROTECTION, TRASH COLLECTION,

STREET MAINTENANCE, AND RECREATION FACILITIES.
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[T 1S TIME THAT THESE KINDS OF DISCRIMINATION WERE ENDED.

SURVEYS HAVE SHOWN WHAT MANY OF US HAD SUSPECTED =- THAT
THE GREAT MAJORITY OF MOBILE HOME OWNERS ARE THE ELDERLY AND
THE YOUNG -- THOSE LEAST ABLE TO AFFORD HIGH INTEREST RATES.
ORE THAN ONE-THIRD OF MOBILE HOME OWNERS ARE OVER 35, AND MORE
THAN ONE-FOURTH ARE UNDER 2D,

IN ADDITION TO THE HIGH INTEREST RATES THEY MUST PAY,
THEY OFTEN ALSO ARE CHARGED A RENTAL FEE IN MOBILE HOME PARKS
SO THAT THEIR MONTHLY PAYMENTS MAY RUN AS HIGH As $150,

WE CANNOT AFFORD TO IMPOSE SUCH BURDENS AT A TIME WHEN THERE
IS A DESPERATE NEED NATIONALLY AND HERE IN FLORIDA FOR MORE
AND BETTER HOUSING.

QUALITY MOBILE HOMES AND MOBILE HOME PARKS THAT ARE
WELL PLANNED, WELL DEVELOPED, ATTRACTIVE AND COMFORTABLE, CAN

HELP RELIEVE THE HOUSING CRISIS.
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INSTEAD, THE [DMINISTRATION HAS CHOSEN TO TREAT MOBILE
HOME OWNERS AS SECOND-CLASS CITIZENS. [EANWHILE, IT HAS UTTERLY
FAILED TO COME TO GRIPS WITH THE HOUSING SHORTAGE AND IT HAS
BEEN PARTICULARLY DERELICT WITH REGARD TO HOUSING FOR THE
ELDERLY, WHERE ITS RECORD OF NEW HOUSING STARTS IS
VIRTUALLY ZERO,

[ cALL oN THE ADMINISTRATION TO END ITS DISCRIMINATION, TO
EXTEND TO MOBILE HOME OWNERS THE SAME GUARANTEES, INTEREST
RATES AND SERVICES THAT IT EXTENDS TO OTHER HOME OWNERS.

ONLY THEN WILL WE APPROACH OUR NATIONAL GOAL OF A DECENT
HOME IN A DECENT NEIGHBORHOOD FOR EVERY /MERICAN. VWHERE ALL
CITIZENS CAN PURSUE LIVES OF PRIVACY, WORK AND LEISURE IN A

SAFE, HEALTHY AND ATTRACTIVE ENVIRONMENT.
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