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High unanpldyuant.in Amnrica 13 not an unalturnbla.fac: of Iifl--dllpitl

what the Nixon Administration is attempting to tell the American public,
The Administration is trying to tell you that it's your fault that unem-

ployment is high--that prices are high and that the American economy is in shambles.

Within the Rixou Administrntion, labor haa lost a traditional nnd nym-

against the $2 minimum wage, it tries to tamper with the Bureau of Labor Statistics
reporting procedures. And the Labor Department has been the mouthpiece in an all out
Administration attack on the unions of this nation.

The Secretary of Labor has lost the confidence of working people all across
America.

I charge the Republican Administration with a failure to lead, with a lack
of vision and purpose, with the failure to curb inflation, with a failure to stimulate
production and with the traéic failure to put Americans back to work,

I refuse to believe that we are on the road to economic recovery as long
as millions of American men and women are without jobs.

The only real way to help a man who is out of work is not to provide him
with unemployment compensation, not to put him in an endless training program, not

to put him on welfare but to give him a decent job.

Humphrey tor President




HUMPHREY - PAGE TWO

Our unemployment compensation system needs to be overhauled and reformed
so that it will be what it's creators intended: a worker's last hope before the
welfare office.

I intend to introduce an Unemployment Compensation Reform Act that will
provide a man and his family with a decent standard of living until he gets a job,.

Too many workers who lose their jobs are forced into poverty by inadequate
unemp loyment compensation. We must change this system. There are families in Seattle
who are going hungry and accepting food from the Japanese because our government is
not attempting to deal with the tragic burdens of unemployment.

1. Present unemployment compensation benefit levels are totally in-
adequate in view of today's inflation and high cost of living. I want to increase the
minimum weekly unemployment benefits to a nationwide level of two-thirds of a person's
weekly wage and an additional 5 per cemnt for each dependent up to 4.

2. Extend the coverage of unemployment benefits to farm employees, public
employees, domestics and workers in small firms. These people are not protected
today but make up an important and productive part of the American labor force.

3. Create new eligibility standards to assure equity and fairness in
the system. People wait too long for the benefits. Benefits are sometimes arbitrarily

reduced or cancelled. And pregnant women are often denied compensation.
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High ggsﬂ?loxmen; in America is not a fact of

life--despite what the Nixon Administration is

.

attempting to tell the American public.

The Administration is trying to tell you that
it is your fault that unemployment is high--

that prices are high and that the American
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economy is in shambles.

The President said very recently in an official

message that "1971 was a very good year": For

whom? For workers? For housewives? For

business?

Lo

Secretary Connally said, "Five percent unemployment \:) ;"

is the best we can do without throwing the economy

—

—
out of kilter."
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Arthur Burns of the Federal Reserve Board urged

Wednesday that the Pay Board show some backbone

in dealing with labor settlements. On the other

hand he advocates "flexibility for the Price
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Commission. He says that the Price Commission
#

should "leave sufficient scope for confident angd

constructive business behavior.j, This is the

double standard we always hear from those in or

——

close to the Administration: tough on labor and
T e o —-

easy on business.
-’—"?—

And within the Nixon Administration labor has &L
lost a traditional and sympathetic advocate in w\

the office of the Secretary of Labor. _The LabQr

Department fights against the $2 minimum wage,
L ]

it tries to tamper with the Bureau of Labor
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Statistics reporting procedureg;‘lhnd the Labor

Department has been the mouthpiece in an all out

Administration attack on the uniops of this nation.
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of working people all across America'
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ZI charge the Republican Administration with a
failure to lead, with a lack of vision and purpose,
with the failure to curb inflation, with a failure
to stimulate production and with the tragic

failure to put Americans back to work.

I refuse to believe that we are on the road to
economic recovery as long as millions of American

men and women are without jobs.

Q The only real way to help a man who is out of

work is not to provide him with unemployment

—_—

compensation, not to put him in an endless

training program, not to put him on welfare
—— e ————— N—

e

but to give him a decent job.
- 1

But until this Administration realizes that zobs

are the nation's first economic priority, I am

— -
not willing to sit back and watch men and women

impoverish themselves and their families because

the government refuses to come to their aid in

[

a realistic way.
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Our unemployment compensation system needs to
be overhauled and reformed so that it will be

what it's creators intended: a worker's last

hope before the welfare office.
\__ e T—

I want to tell all of you today that I am ready
to offer an Unemployment Compensation orm Act
that will provide a man and his family with a

decent standard of living until he gets a job.

unegployment.

l. Present unemployment compensation benefit

levels are totally inadegquate in view of today's

e S
inflation and high cost of living. I want to
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increase the minimum weekly unemployment benefits
to a nationwide level of two-thirds of a person's

weekly wage and 5 percent for each dependent up

——————
to 4. G———— =, E} :;:;¢2(
(%
2. I want to extend the coverage of unemployment ‘#fj

benefits to farm employees, public employees,
domestics and workers in small firms. These

people are not protected today but make up an
important and productive part of the American

labor force.

3. I want to propose new eligibility standards

to assure equity and fairness in the system.

People wait too long for the benefits. Benefits

are sometimes arbitrarily reduced or cancelled.

And pregnant women are aften denied any compensation
just because they want to be mothers. We need new

standards to correct these inequities.
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High unexployment in America is not a fact of life--
despite what the Nixon Administration is attempting to
tell the American public. After.all,..hen.iime-Nixonwas
inavgerated the-unemployicent~sate-wes-enly-3rd pereent~--
today. dt~tgrnearlyr 6 Percent and norethan—5-nmntllion-

Iericans.axre sut-af.ark.

The Administration is trying to tell you that it's your
fault that unemploynent is high--that prices are high and

that the American economy is in shambles.

The President said very recently in an official message
I %1
that 1971 was a very good year: For whom? Tor workers?

For housewives? For business? :

Secretary Connally: "Five percent unemployment is the

best we can do without throwing the econony out of Kilter."

Arthur Burns of the Federal Reserve Board urged Wednesday
that the Pay Board show some backbone in dealing with labor

settlements. On the other hand he advocates "flexibility"
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for the FPrice Commissicn. He says that the Price
Commission should "leave sufficient scope for confident
and constructive business behavior," 4Yhis is the doubile
standard we always hear from those in or close to the
Aéministration: tough on labor and easy on business,

And within the Nixon Administration labor has lost a
traditional and sympathetic advocate in the office of

the Secretary of Labor. The Labor Department fights
against the $2 minimum wage, it tries to tamper with the
Burcau cf Labox Statistics reporting precedures. And the
Labor Department has been the mouthpiece in an all out
Administration attack on the unions of this natione-ussdea.

famiiTearand -workexs,

The Secretary of Labor has lost the confidence of working

pecple all across America.

I charge the Republican Rdministration with a failure to
lead, with a lack of vision and purpose, with the failure
to curb inflation, with a failure to stimulate producticn

and with the tragic failure to put Americans back to work.

I refuse to believe that we are on the road to economic
recovery as long as millions of American men and wonen are
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withaut jobs.
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The cnly real way to help a man who is out of work is
not to provide him with unemployment compensation, not
to put him in an endless training program, not to put

hin on welfare but to give him a decent job.

But until this hdminiétration realizes that jobs are the
nation's first economic priority, I am not willing to sit
back and watch men and women impeverish themselves and
their families because the governtent refuses to come

to their aid in a realistic way.

our unenployment compensaticn systen needs to Lbe over-
hauled and reformed so that it will be what it's creators

intended: a worker's last hope before thie welfare office,

I want to tell all of you today that I am ready to offer
an Unemployment Compensation Reform et that will provide
a man and his family with a decent standard of living

until he gets a job.

“Too many workers who lose their jobs are forced into

poverty by inadeguate unemployment compensation. We must
change this system. There are families in Seattle who are

going hungry and accepting food from the Japanese because
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; our government is not attempting to deal with the
tragic burdens of unemployment.,
The bill would:
2 (\ﬁ:E . . .
1 want to increase the minimum weekly unemployment
compensaticn benefits to a nationwide level of 66 2/3
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percent of a persons weekly wage and 5 percentfor each
(r}
dependent up to 4. Present benefit levels are totally

inadequate in view of today's inflation and high cost

of living,
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2, Extend the coverage of unemployment benefits to
farm enployees, public employees, domestics and workers
in small firms., These people are not protected today
but make up an important and productive part of the

Zmerican labor force.
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3. Create new eligibility standards to assure eguity
1 and fairness in the system., People wait too long for
the benefits. Benefité are sometimes arbitrarily reduced
or cancelled, And pregnant women arc often denied any

compensation just because they want to be mothers.
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