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MORGAN PARK HIGH SCHOOL
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February 17, 1972

Duluth is an iron ore town, and I want to talk about iron ore and what
it means to America.

Steel has much to do with our nation's strencth -- with
our nation's productivity. We all know this.

Steel production is one measure of our nation's greatness
-— of our nation's power. Steel goes to build the great things
of an industrial society =- our ships, cars, factories, office
buildings, schools, hospitals.

And here in Duluth all of us know what happens when
steel production begins to decline, when this country becomes
second best.

It's a tragic fact of life in the 1970's -- we are becoming
a nation that is only second best in too many things. America
is no longer Number One across the board in industrial production,
in the quality of life we provide our people.

We keep hearing that the U.S. is Number One. I say we're
not and we ought to begin doing something about it. We must get
this nation moving again.

This is not just a guestion of pride and honor. Being
Number One means that there are good jobs, good schools, lower
taxes, enough food and a vibrant and healthy society.

The U.S. is Number Two in its steel production. We have
fallen behind the Russians in steel production for the first
time in our history. We have the capacity to produce ovexr 200,000
tons of steel a year, but last year we produced only 120,000 tons.

-— The U.S. is Number Two in the production of iron ore.

-— The U.S. is Number Four in the size of its merchant fleet.

-- The U.S. is Number Three in the size of its fish catch.

-- The U.S. is Number Fifteen in our infant mortality rate.
We are even behind Taiwan in this tragic statistic.

—-= The U.S. is Number 25 in life expectancy for men and
Number Eleven for women.

-— The U.S. lags far behind other nations in providing
adequate mass transportation systems for our cities.

-— The U.S. is the only major industrial nation in the world
without a comprehensive national health care system for its people.
-- Cities in the U.S. have higher murder and street crime

rates than Tokyo, Ottawa, and Rome.

-= Of the major nations of the world, the USA is Number Three
in the percent of its ross National Product it spends on education
-~ the Soviet Union is first.

-- The USA is behind many nations of the world in providing
decent housing for all of our citizens.

-- And for the first time in the century we have a trade
deficit.

These are the economic and social facts of an America that
needs to do better. There is the challenge of the 1970's -- to
do better -- to be best.

As young people, you have a responsibility to change these
facts and figures -- to make the US2A Number One again.

When the USA falls behind, the people of Duluth suffer. You
and your parents suffer.

As your Senator I have endeavored to help make Duluth a better
place in which to live.

Whether I serve you as your Senator or your President, I
pledge myself to do everything I can to make this community an
economically viable one and a good place to live.
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All of us know what unemployment has done to this community,
what a corporation more interested in profits than people has
done to this city.

Too many people are out of work today. Too many families
are hard hit and are having a difficult time making ends meet.

I want to ask some questions:

Was it right for the U.S. Steel Corporation to close down
the hot side of its plant and throw 1,600 people out of work?

No, it wasn't.

Was it right for the U.S. Steel Corporation to shut down
instead of modernize?

No, it wasn't.

Is it right for an Administration to be committed in principle
to full employment and in fact tolerate an unemployment rate of
over 8 percent here in Duluth?

No, it wasn't.

I say that it's time for both big corporations and big
government to begin caring about the people they are supposed
to serve.

If you believe we must work for change, that our system
of government and industry must work for people, then all of us
here today must form a coalition for change.

A coalition of young with old -- not young against old.

A coalition of black with white -- not black against white.

And in this coalition we must have the full support of labor
-- of the American working man. This is the coalition that can
prevent this country from being relegated to second place. This
is the coalition that will not let the U.S. Steel Corporation
abandon Duluth. This is the coalition that will not let government
in Washington forget the needs of the peoprle of Minnesota.
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DULUTH IS AN IRON ORE TOWN, AND [ wanT boon\t.b @g.l'r IRON ORE

p—

AND WHAT IT MEANS TO AMERICA.

L STEEL HAS MUCH TO DO WITH OUR NATION'S STRENGTH —= WITH

OUR NATION'S PRODUCTIVITY. WE ALL KNOW THIS,
e

f STEEL PRODUCTION IS ONE MEASURE OF OUR NATION'S GREATNESS

== OF OUR NATION'SSmSTEEL GOES TO BUILD THE GREAT THINGS

- )MMI

OF AN INDUSTRIAL SOCIETY -- OUR SHIPS. CARSA FACTORIES. OFFICE

BUILDINGS, SCHOOLS, HOSPITALS.

—

/ AND HERE IN DULUTH ALL OF US KNOW WHAT HAPPENS WHEN

gtk

STEEL PRODUCTION BEGINS TO DECLINEA WHEN THIS COUNTRY BECOMES

m
fa ——1

SECOND BEST.

—
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IT's A TRAGIC FACT OF LIFE IN THE 1970's -- WE ARE BECOMING

A NATION THAT IS ONLY SECOND BEST IN TOO MANY THINGS,.@MERICA

i Y
— i bt

IS No LONGER NUMBER ONE ACROSS THE BOARD IN INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION owts
——

IN THE QUALITY OF LIFE WE PROVIDE OUR PEOPLE .q

ZC: We KEEP HEARING THAT THE U.S. 1s NumBER ONEZ:I SAY WE'RE

i
—

NOT AND WE OUGHT TO BEGIN DOING SOMETHING ABOUT IT. WE MUST GET

1o R mm.

THIS NATION MOVING AGAIN, =
—— e

PR Ot TR AL

Z\THIS IS NOT JUST A QUESTION OF PRIDE AND HONORLBEING

e

NuMBER ONE MEANS THAT THERE ARE GOOD JOBS, GOOD SCHOOLS, LOWER
B WW‘“’“‘ T

TAXES, ENOUGH FOOD,AND A VIBRANT AND HEALTHY SOCIETY.
v—d

—— —

THE U.S. 15 NuMBer Two IN ITS STEEL PRODUCTION,
—_———
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WE HAVE FALLEN BEHIND THE RUSSIANS IN STEEL PRODUCTION FOR

THE FIRST TIME IN OUR HiSTORY,[EF HAVE THE CAPACITY TO PRODUCE
g2 ©
OVER ZOU;OUOlTONS OF STEEL A YEAR, BUT LAST YEAR WE PRODUCED

¢
oNLY 120,000f Tons,

-- THE U.S. 1s NuMBER TWO IN THE PRODUCTION OF IRON ORE.

-- THE U.S. 1s NuMBER FOUR IN THE SIZE OF ITS MERCHANT FLEET.

- —

-- THE U.S. 1s NuMBER THREE IN THE SIZE OF ITS FISH CATCH.

p—

-- The U.S. 1s NuMBER FIFTEEN IN OUR INFANT MORTALITY RATE.

e ss Sy
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-—l'"'-

-- THE U.S. 1s NUMBER 25 IN LIFE EXPECTANCY FOR MEN AND

E— e T

NUMBER ELEVEN FOR WOMEN.
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-- THE U.S, LAGS FAR BEHIND OTHER NATIONS IN PROVIDING

ADEQUATE MASS TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS FOR OUR CITIES.

p—— ]

-- THE U.S. IS THE ONLY MAJOR INDUSTRIAL NATION IN THE WORLD

WITHOUT A COMPREHENSIVE NATIONAL HEALTH CARE SYSTEM FOR ITS PEOPLE,

-- C1T1es IN THE U.S., HAVE HIGHER MURDER AND STREET CRIME
[ [

RATES THAN Tokyo. OTTAWA., AND ROME.-f e, % hM*

———— e

-- OF THE MAJOR NATIONS OF THE WORLD. THE USA 1s NuMBerR THREE
——————

IN THE PERCENT OF ITS GRrRoss NATIONAL PRODUCT IT SPENDS ON EDUCATION

T —— e

-- THE SOVIET UNION IS FIRST,

-- THe USA 1s BEHIND MANY NATIONS OF THE WORLD IN PROVIDING

DECENT HOUSING FOR ALL OF OUR CITIZENS jemm :

———— e




== AND FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THE CENTURY WE HAVE A TRADE
e e s S

ey e

DEFICIT pm ndiay by i —Hoer 0% <
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LTHESE ARE THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FACTS OF AN AMERICA THAT
T el——

NEEDS TO DO BETTER.."‘THE CHALLENGE OF THE 1970's 44,70

o

DO BETTER -- T0 BE ZWokawdsa Ors = OV ¢ l‘! I‘HEE i'
-4 —

4 ’_____‘___‘,_-=‘-'“'

\
e (f.As YOUNG PEOPLE, YOU HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TO CHANGE THESE
FACTS AND FIGURES -- TO MAKE THE USA NumBerR ONE AGAIN.
= — .
L WHEN THE USA FALLS BEHIND, THE PEOPLE OF DULUTH SUFFER. You
W
AND YOUR PARENTS SUFFER.,
Z{‘As YOUR SENATOR | HAVE ENDEAVORED TO HELP MAKE DULUTH A BETTER
T S m———
PLACE IN WHICH TO LIVE.
| y J\'
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WHETHER | SERVE YOUu AS YOUR SENATOR OR YOUR PRESIDENT, |

PLEDGE MYSELF TO DO EVERYTHING | CAN TO MAKE THIS COMMUNITY ohiis
—

M AND A GOOD PLACE TO LIVEw

A ALL OF US KNOW WHAT UNEMPLOYMENT HAS DONE TO THIS COMMUNITY.

WHAT A CORPORATION MORE INTERESTED IN PROFITS THAN PEOPLE HAS
— A —

4
S ' DONE TO THIS CITY,

[('Too MANY PEOPLE ARE OUT OF WORK TODAY. 100 MANY FAMILIES

ARE HARD HIT AND ARE HAVING A DIFFICULT TIME MAKING ENDS MEET,
————

M_I WANT TO ASK SOME QUESTIONS:
[\ Was 1T RIGHT FOR THE U.S. STEEL CORPORATION TO CLOSE DOWN

THE HOT SIDE OF ITS PLANT AND THRow 1.600 PEOPLE OUT OF WORK?
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No, IT WASN'T.

Z: WAs 1T RIGHT FOR THE U.S. STEEL CORPORATION TO SHUT DOWN
—_—

NSTEAD OF HODERNIZE? — TR Yupbme T
e or S aryns

No, IT WASN'T,
IS IT RIGHT FOR AN ADMINISTRATION TO BE COMMITTED IN PRINCIPLE
TO FULL EMPLOYMENT AND IN FACT TOLERATE AN UNEMPLOYMENT RATE OF

0VER7 PERCENT HERE IN DULUTH?

m
—————

No, 1T 1ISN'T,

[ SAY THAT IT'S TIME FOR BOTH BIG CORPORATIONS AND BIG
5% —,

GOVERNMENT TO BEGIN CARING ABOUT THE PEQPLE THEY ARE SUPPOSED
e -

TO SERVE.
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IF YOU BELIEVE WE MUST WORK FOR CHANGE. THAT OUR SYSTEM
OF GOVERNMENT AND INDUSTRY MUST WORK FOR PEOPLE., THEN ALL OF US

HERE TODAY MUST FORM A COALITION FOR CHANGE.
M__-

A COALITION OF YOUNG WITH OLD -- NOT YOUNG AGAINST OLD,

A COALITION OF BLACK WITH WHITE -- NOT BLACK AGAINST WHITE,

A Coallize 7 Takn +Bisinirs - Wit Businses AL

g ’?w) IN THIS COALITION WE MUST HAVE THE FULL SUPPORT OF LABOR

ey

-- OF THE AMERICAN WORKING MAN.[IHIS IS THE COALITION THAT CAN
*ﬁ

PREVENT THIS COUNTRY FROM BEING RELEGATED TO SECOND PLACE. [HIS

r—

IS THE COALITION THAT WILL NoT LET THE U.S. STeeL CoRPORATION

m——

ABANDON DULUTW{\I&}S IS THE COALITION THAT WILL NOT LET GOVERNMENT

IN WASHINGTON FORGET THE NEEDS OF THE PEOPLE OF MINNESOTA,

PR
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Duluth is aﬁ..u&l town and I want to talk about steel and what it means
to America,

Steel has much to do with our nation's strength--with our nation's
productivity., We all know this,

one

Steel production is mEw measure of our nation's greatness--of our nation's
power, Steel goes to build the great things of an industrial society--our ships,
cars, factories, office buildings, schools, hospitals,

And here in Duluth all of us know what happens when steel productiof,\begins

o S8
, when this country becomes second best,

It's a tragic fact of life in the 1970'sy-we are becoming a nation that

is only second best in too many things. America is no longer Number 1 across

ule.
the board in industrial production, in the quality of anaiéi—sn:uiaaa we

provide far our people.

&ﬁmﬁf&m; other-eq@ntries-ef the%wortd this weans that there

Wﬂ" %d _that~thHe qua‘gtfy of Americ®w 11te Aﬁﬁmw
We keep '{aﬂ_/(/{ Q

Andzkex kae hearing thaE!US& is number one., I say we're not mumkex

and we ought to begin doing something about it, We must get this nation moving againg.
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This is not just a question of pride and honor. Being number one means

vy Lt IH+
and

that there are good jobs, good schools, lower taxes, enough food and a happy

healthy society.

The U8A- is nomber 2 in its steel production, |
-tWe have fallen behind the Russians in steel production for the first time

in our history. We have the capacity to produce over 200,000 tons of steel a

Ak

year last year we produced only 120,000 tonmns.

2\ s,

--The UW8A is No, 2 in the production of iron ore.

S
--TheL%SK'is Number 4 in| th4/size of its merchant fleet,

u '5/

-=The USA is Number 3 in the size of its fish catch.

US>

--The USA is Number 15 in our infant mortality rate--we are even behind

.’ -
Taiwan in this m statistic,

WS

~--The #8A is Number 25 in life expectancy for men and Number 11 for women,

1R

--The UBA lags far behind other nations in prodiding adequate mass

transportation system for our cities.

L{ S the world
--The USA is the only major industrial nation in xkexewxid without a

comprehensive national health care system for its people.

Cities in
-#The US4 has®higher murder and street crime rates tham Tokyo, Ottawa and

Rome,

--0f the major nations-of-the world, the USA is Number 3 in the percent of its
Gross National Product it Sepndd on education--the Soviet Union is Rumkex first,
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--The USA is behind many nations of the world in providing decent housing for

all of our citizens,

-.Lfﬁﬁt éiuigif*-hGLwi-éﬁﬁa
Cocditie Aarg

) _ . .
These are the economic and social facts of an America that needs to do

;@Jﬁ:%m o.ub«%@ {&uﬁ% s--todo Ly, -

As young people_you have OMM re3ponsibilit#s to change
these facts and figures~-to make the USA number dne againg,

When the USA falls behind, the people of Duluth suffer. You and your
parents suffer,

As your Senator I have endeavored to help make Duluth a better place in
which to live.

Whether I serve you as younégenator or your President T pledge myself
to do everything I can to make this coﬁmunity an economically viable one and
a good place to live,

what

All of us know thak unemployment has done to this community, what a
corporation more interested in profits than people has done to this city.

Too many people are out of work today. Too many families amkxe are

hard hit and are having a difficult time making ends meet,

I want to ask some questions:
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Was it right for the U.S. Steel Corporation to close down the hot side

of its plant and throw =emex 1,600 people out of workzg

Hagxix No, it wasn't.
Was it right for the U.S. Steel @Borporation to mek shut down instead of

modernize] waescxitxrightxérrxthemcrokckoxpxoxddex

No, it wasn't,
Is it right for an Administration to be committed in principle to full

employment and in fact tolerate an unemployment rate of over 8 percent here in

Duluth? . .
- IUO :'.:Q /L.(__..,..'.“(“*""'

1 say that it's time for both big corporations and big government to begin
caring about the people they are supposed kKmEEx¥E to serve.

Hexmusk
If you believe we must work for change, that wexmmgkxwexk our system

of government and industry must work for people, then all of us here today

must form a coalition for change. l A coaliton of young with old--not young

against old, kcxoxttcioncnfx&xbucxwitkcxl:? coalition of b{'gt(with white==not

Sar g

balck)against white, szd in this coalition we must have the full support of

labor --of the American working man. This is the coalition that can prevent
s this country gfom being relegated to second place. This is the coalition

that will not let the U.S, Corporation abandon Duluth. This is the

coalition that will not let government in Washington forget the needs of the

people of Minnesota.
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HUMPHREEY SAVS U.S. FALLING BEIIND IN ¢ LMﬂ-iOI{a_L e [ry

THDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION, SOCIAL T’IE('EPE:IESS

| Gatbr

DULUTH, Minn., Feb. 17-—Senator Hubert 1. Humhrey said today that the United
States has fallen behind other nations in some of the kev areas of industrial
production s and social servic_es alike and urged a high school convocation here
to help make the Nation nuler one again.

"This is not a questicn of nzz:cional pride and honor," Humphrey said at

b o D2l » . _ .
réally at stake is the quality of American

Mww

life. Being nurber one means jobs for all who want to t«ror}’:‘, good schools,

Morga-,d Park Hiqh--Schc'jol}("'—imat i

decent housing, health care for all, an end to hunger.
"But it is a tragic fact of life in the 1970s that we are becoming a nation
that is only second best in too many things.
~
"We are number two in steel production; number two in the production of iron
ore; nunber four in the size of our pmmmizm merchant Shwekx fleet.
"Je rank 15th in our infant mortality rate. Ve are 25th in life exvectancy

-

for men and 1lth for women. ,

"We lag far behind other nations in mass transportation in our cities. We

; 1
fxre %qnly major industrial nation in the world without a comprehensive national
A Nrrj;;gan_@d:li__v)
h ealth care system. Mhave have higher murder and street crime rates than

_Smlamapei such  cities as Tokyo, or Ottawa or Rome.

"We are only third i_n the per cent of gross naticx_ial product devoted
to education——the Soviet Union is first. We rank behind¥ many nations in providing
decent housing for our pecple.

"If you believe we must work for change, that our system of government and
Wwﬁbst work for people, then all of k us rust form a coalition for chang;a.

A coalition of young with old--not youna against old. A coalition of black with



whi tes-not m black against white. 2nd in this coalition we must have the
]
i)
fomabk full soms support of labor--of the Ameri can working man--and industry.
W/

"This is the coalition that can prevent this country from being readesy

relegated to second place ;f either in its economic @wr well-being or its

social progress.”
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FOR: Dan Spiegel b////’

cc: Bob Healey

FROM: Ken

At Max Kampelman's request I talked with Myer
Bernstein (638-6929) of the Steelworkers.

Myer wanted to suggest a line of speech making
for Senator Humphrey. He says President Nixon keeps
saying that the USA is number one. He would point out
that now in the third year of the Nixon Administration,
the Russians have exceeded the United States in steel
production and by a substantial margin. ©Last year the
Russians produced 132,800 tons, and the US only 120,590.
This is the first time the Russians have exceeded the
US in steel production. By contrast, the previous year,
the Russians produced 127,727 tons and the US 131,500 tons.

I asked what he thought the reasons were, in order
to test whether this was simply more protectionism. He
said the number one reason of course would be the overall
drop in the US economy, but of course the second reason
would be increasing imports.

The US has the capacity to produce 200,000 tons.

This might be a good lead in a speech of this
sort asking the question is the USA number one really, and
maybe we could point out some other areas in which we

have declined relative to other nations.

- R



Minnesota
Historical Society

Copyrightin this digital version belongs to the Minnesota
Historical Society and its content may not be copied
without the copyright holder’s express written permis-
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content,
however, for individual use.

To request permission for commercial or educational use,
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society.

14 www.mnhs.org





