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Duluth is an iron ore town, and I want to talk a bout iron ore and what 
it means to America. 

Steel has much to do with our nation's streng th -- with 
our nation's productivity. We all know t his . 

Steel production is one measure o f our nation's greatness 
- - of our nation's power. Steel goes to build the great things 
of an industrial society-- our ships, c ars, factories, office 
buildings, schools, hospitals. 

And here in Duluth all of us know what happens when 
steel production begins to decline, \vhen t h is country becomes 
second best. 

It's a trag ic fact of life in t he 1970's - - we are becoming 
a nation that is only second best in too many t h ings . America 
is no long er Number One across t he board in industrial production, 
in the qua lity o f life we provide our peop le. 

We keep hearing that t he u.s. is Number One . I say we're 
not and we ought to beg in doing something about it. We must get 
t his nation moving again. 

This is not just a question of pr i de and honor . Being 
Number One means t ha t there are good jobs, good schools, lower 
taxes, enough food and a vibrant and heal t hy society. 

Th e U.S. is Number Two in its steel p roduc tion. We have 
fallen behind the Russians in steel pr od uction for the first 
time in our history. We have the capacity to produce over 200,000 
tons of steel a year, but last year we produced only 120,000 tons. 

The U.S. is Number Two in the production of iron ore. 
The U.S. is Number Four in the size of its merchant fleet. 
The U.S. is Number Three in the size of its fish catch. 
The U.S. is Number Fifteen in our infant mortality rate. 

We are even behind Taiwan in this tragic statistic . 
- - The U.S. is Number 25 in life expectancy for men and 

Number Eleven for women. 
- - The u.s. lags far behind other nations in providing 

adequate mass transportation systems for our cities. 
The U.S. is the only major industrial nation in the world 

without a comprehensive national health care s y stem for its people . 
-- Cities in the u.s. have higher murder and street crime 

rates than Tokyo, Ottawa, and Rome. 
-- Of the major nations of the world, the USA is Number Three 

in the percent of its cross National Prod uct it s pends on education 
the Soviet Union is first. 

-- The USA is behind many nations o f the world in providing 
decent housing for all of our citizens. 

-- And for the first time in the century we have a trade 
deficit . 

These are the economic and social facts o f an America that 
needs to do better . There is the challenge o f the 1970's -- to 
do better - - to be best. 

As young people, you have a responsib ility to change these 
facts and figures -- to make the US A Number One again. 

When the USA falls behind, the people of Duluth suffer. You 
and your parents suffer. 

As your Senator I have endeavored to help make Duluth a better 
place in which to live. 

Whether I serve you as your Senator or your Presid ent, I 
pledge myself to do everything I can to make this community an 
economically viable one and a good place to live. 
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All of us know what unemployment has done to this community, 
what a corporation more interested in profits than people has 
done to this city. 

Too many people are out of work today . Too many families 
are hard hit and are having a difficult ti~e making ends meet . 

I \vant to ask some questions: 
Was it right for the U.S. Steel Corporation to close down 

the hot side of its plant and throw 1,600 people out of work? 
No , it wasn't . 
Was it right for the U.S. Steel Corporation to shut down 

instead of modernize? 
No, it wasn't . 
Is it right for an Administration to be committed in principle 

to full employment and in fact tolerate an unemployment rate of 
over 8 percent here in Duluth? 

No, it wasn't . 
I say that it's time for both big corporations and big 

government to begin caring about the people they are supposed 
to serve. 

If you believe we must work for change, that our system 
of government and industry must work for people, t hen all of us 
here today must form a coalition for change. 

A coalition of young with old -- not young against old. 
A coalition of black with white -- not black against white . 
And in this coalition we must have the full support of labor 

of the American working man. This is the coalition that can 
prevent this country from being relegated to second place. This 
is the coalition that will not let t he U.S. Steel Corporation 
abandon Duluth . This is the coalition that will not let government 
in Washington forget the needs of the people of Minnesota. 

# # # # # 
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AND WHAT IT MEANS TO AMERICA. 

~ STEEL HAS MUCH TO DO WITH OU~ NA;~o~·~. S!~~NGTH -- WITH 

OUR NATION'S PRODUCTIVITY. WE ALL KNOW THIS, 

~STEEL PRODUCTION IS ONE MEASURE OF OUR NATION'S GREATNESS 

--OF OUR NATION'S~EEL GOES TO BUILD THE GREAT THINGS 

'l'l~' 
OF AN INDUSTRIAL SOCIETY -- OUR SHIPS, CARS~ FACTORIES, OFFICE --
BUILDINGS, SCHOOLS, HOSPITALS, --- -
~ AND HERE IN DULUTH ALL OF US KNOW WHAT HAPPENS WHEN 

~ 
STEEL PRODUCTION BEGINS TO DECLINE~WHEN THIS COUNTRY BECOMES 

SECOND BEST, 
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IT'S A TRAGIC FACT OF LIFE IN THE 1970's -- WE ARE BECOMING 

A NATION THAT IS ONLY s:c~ND B~T IN TOO MANY THINGS1~MERICA 

IS NO LONGER NUMBER ONE ACROSS THE BOARD IN INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION~ 
' -:: ; 

IN THE QUALITY OF LIFE WE PROVIDE OUR PEOPLE.0 

~WE KEEP HEARING THAT THE U.S, IS NUMBER ONE~! SAY WE'RE 

NOT AND WE OUGHT TO BEGIN DOING SOMETHING ABOUT IT, WE MUST GET 

THIS NATION MOVING AGAIN, -

~THIS IS NOT JUST A QUESTION OF PRIDE AND ~R~BEING 

NUMBER ONE MEANS THAT THERE ARE GOOD JOBS, GOOD SCHOOLS, LOWER -- rnJ.bJ;:tX 
TAXES, ENOUGH FOODAAND A VIBRANT AND HEALTHY SOCIETY, 
--- > v ....-. 

~ THE U.S, IS NUMBER Two IN ITS STEEL PRODUCTION, 
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WE HAVE FALLEN BEHIND THE RUSSIANS IN STEEL PRODUCTION FOR 

THE FIRST TIME IN OUR HISTORY 1~E HAVE THE CAPACITY TO PRODUCE 

fj-IJO 
OVER 200,000

1 
TONS OF STEEL A YEAR, BUT LAST YEAR WE PRODUCED 

~~ 
ONLY 120,000'TONS. 

-- THE U.S. IS NUMBER Two IN THE PRODUCTION OF IRON ORE. 

--THE U.S. IS NUMBER FouR IN THE SIZE OF ITS MERCHANT FLEET. 

--THE U.S. IS NUMBER THREE IN THE SIZE OF ITS FISH CATCH. -
-- THE U.S. IS NUMBER FIFTEEN IN OUR INFANT MORTALITY RATE, 

---
--THE U.S. IS NUMBER 25 IN LIFE EXPECTANCY FOR MEN AND 

NUMBER ELEVEN FOR WOMEN. 
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-- THE U.S. LAGS FAR BEHIND OTHER NATIONS IN PROVIDING 

ADEQUATE MASS TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS FOR OUR CITIES. 
ann =--

-- THE U.S. IS THE ONLY MAJOR INDUSTRIAL NATION IN THE WORLD 

WITHOUT A COMPREHENSIVE NATIONAL HEALTH CARE SYSTEM FOR ITS PEOPLE. 
X GTI'ZJ 1 S M ' C 'f 

CITIES IN THE U.S. HAVE HIGHER MURDER AND STREET CRIME 
• 

RATES THAN TOKYO, OTTAWA, AND ROME.-f~, ~ .J,,_. j /,...~ 

-- OF THE MAJOR NATIONS OF THE WORLD, THE USA IS NUMBER THREE 
~ 

IN THE PERCENT OF ITS GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT IT SPENDS ON EDUCATION 

-- THE SoVIET UNION IS FIRST. 

-- THE USA IS BEHIND MANY NATIONS OF THE WORLD IN PROVIDING 

DECENT HOUSING FOR ALL OF OUR CITIZENS.- _54#, L,, ... :,......,_ 



IN THE CENTURY WE HAVE A TRADE 

DEFICIT.,_ ~~-tl---.4.4-f~ ., 
- ... ~a..~~,~~~'tl/L&.. 

~THESE ARE THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FACTS OF AN AMERICA THAT 

' NEEDS TO DO BETTER 
• J 

THE CHALLENGE OF THE 1970's ~TO 

DO BETTER -- TO BE ~ fr'rY .- trv 4-~ 1 

~As YOUNG PEOPLE, YOU HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TO CHANGE THESE 

FACTS AND FIGURES -- TO MAKE THE USA NUMBER ONE AGAIN • ..:::: 

~WHEN THE USA FALLS BEHIND, THE PEOPLE OF DULUTH SUFFER. You -
AND YOUR PARENTS SUFFER. 

J(_As YOUR SENATOR I HAVE ENDEAVORED TO HELP MAKE DULUTH A BETTER 

PLACE IN WHICH TO LIVE. 
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WHETHER I SERVE YOU AS YOUR SENATOR OR YOUR PRESIDENT, I 

PLEDGE MYSELF TO DO EVERYTHING I CAN TO MAKE THIS COMMUNITY~ 

i( ALL OF US KNOW WHAT UNEMPLOYMENT HAS DONE TO THIS COMMUNITY, 

WHAT A CORPORATION MORE INTERESTED IN PROFITS THAN PEOPLE HAS 

DONE TO THIS CITY• 

J( Too MANY PEOPLE ARE OUT OF WORK TODAY, Too MANY FAMILIES 

ARE HARD HIT AND ARE HAVING A DIFFICULT TIME MAKING ENDS MEET, 

~I WANT TO ASK SOME QUESTIONS: 

~ WAS IT RIGHT FOR THE U.S, STEEL CoRPORATION TO CLOSE DOWN 

THE HOT SIDE OF ITS PLANT AND THROW 1,600 PEOPLE OUT OF WORK? 
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No, IT WASN'T. 

~ WAS IT RIGHT FOR THE U.S. STEEL CORPORATION TO SHUT DOWN = • 

INSTEAD OF MODERNIZE? 

No, IT WASN'T. 

Is IT RIGHT FOR AN ADMINISTRATION TO BE COMMITTED IN PRINCIPLE 

TO FULL EMPLOYMENT AND IN FACT TOLERATE AN UNEMPLOYMENT RATE OF 

OVER1. PERCENT HERE IN DULUTH? 

No, IT IsN'T. 

I SAY THAT IT'S TIME FOR BOTH BIG CORPORATIONS AND BIG 
~ 

GOVERNMENT TO BEGIN CARING ABOUT THE PEOPLE THEY ARE SUPPOSED 
- ;;P 

T~ 
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IF YOU BELIEVE WE MUST WORK FOR CHANGE, THAT OUR SYSTEM 

OF GOVERNMENT AND INDUSTRY MUST WORK FOR PEOPLE, THEN ALL OF US 

HERE TODAY MUST FORM A COALITION FOR CHANGE, 

A COALITION OF YOUNG WITH OLD -- NOT YOUNG AGAINST OLD. 

A COALITION OF BLACK WITH WHITE -- NOT BLACK AGAINST WHITE. 

tJ_ ~ 7 ~ +-flM~.~- ~ItO):£_ 
~) IN THIS COALITION WE MUST HAVE 

-- OF THE AMERICAN WORKING MAN.LTHIS IS 

THE FULL SUPPORT OF LABOR 

THE COALITION THAT CAN 

PREVENT THIS COUNTRY FROM BEING RELEGATED TO SECOND PLACE. THIS 

IS THE COALITION THAT WILL NOT LET THE U.S. STEEL CoRPORATION -
ABANDON DULUT~S IS THE COALITION THAT WILL NOT LET GOVERNMENT 

IN WASH INGTON FORGET THE NEEDS OF THE PEOPLE OF MINNESOTA. 

# # # # # 
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~ow. 
Duluth is af~l town 

to America. 
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DULUTH, MINNESOTA February 17, 1971 

steel and what it means 

Steel has much to do with our nation's strength--with our nation's 

productivity. We all know this. 

one 
Steel production is EBW measure of our nation's greatness--of our nation's 

power. Steel goes to build the great things of an industrial society--our ships, 

cars, factories, office buildings, schools, hospitals. 

And here in Duluth all of us know what happens when steel productio~begins 

It's a tragic fact of life in the 1970 1 sT-we are becoming a nation that 

is only second best in too many things. America is no longer Number 1 across 

,;£ -e__ 
the board in industrial production, in the quality of sod iQlWices we 

provide ~ our people. 

We keep 
iti!IJiZHI!X 

~U·s. 
HxH hearing that ~ is number 

;+. 
one. I say we're not BKMBHX 

and we ought to begin doing something about it. We must get this nation moving again$. 
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This is not just a question of pride and honor. Being number one means 

vrLt•"' 
that there are good jobs, good schools, lower taxes, enough food and a~ and 

healthy society. 
U·5 

The ygA- is its steel production. 
e Russians in steel production for the first time 

in our history. We have the capacity to produce over 200,000 tons of steel a 

~ 
~~laCt~~:ar we produced only ~20,000 tons, 

--The YB1\ is No. 2 in the production of iron ore. 

--The~ is Humber 4 in~size of its merchant fleet, 

fl,s~ 
--The ~ is Number 3 in the size of its fish catch. 

u ,<; J 

--The ~is Number 15 in our infant mortality rate--we are even behind 

Taiwan in this ~statistic. 
Ur5 

--The~ is Number 25 in life expectancy for men and Number 11 for women. 

V·> 
--The ~lags far behind other nations in prodiding adequate mass 

transportation system for our cities. 

the world 
--The ~ is the only major industrial nation in xkexmwxxa without a 

comprehensive national health care system for its people. 

Cities in 
-fThe upf h4JBhigher murder and street crime rates tham Tokyo, Ottawa and 

Rome. 
--Of the major nati~he world, the USA is Number 3 in the percent of its 

Gross National Product i~ on education--the Soviet Union is NHmkex first. 
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--The USA is behind many nations of the world in providing decent housing for 

of an America that needs to do 

better. I k ~:Irk, ~ f &.-i'l7c/s--~~ --
k'~- ~~. a.. p~ 

As young peop

2
le you have 9A~ ~j taa f' ~t responsibilit~s to change 

these facts and f gures--to make the USA number ~ne again$. 

When the USA falls behind, the people of Duluth suffer. You and your 

parents suffer. 

As your Senator I have endeavored to help make Duluth a better place in 

which to live. 

Whether I serve you as you~enator or your President I pledge myself 

to do everything I can to make this community an economically viable one and 

a good place to live. 

what 
All of us know xkax unemployment has done to this community, what a 

corporation more interested in profits than people has done to this city. 

Too many people are out of work today. Too many families axxH are 

hard hit and are having a difficult time making ends meet. 

I want to ask some questions: 
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~as it right for the u.s. Steel Corporation to close down the hot side 

Waxxxx No, it wasn't. 

Was it right for the u.s. Steel 6orporation to REX shut down instead of 

modernize1 waxcxtxcxgktxfEcxtkemcuoxcxoxpxoxiaex 

No, it wasn't. 
Is it right for an Administration to be committed in principle to full 

employment and in fact tolerate an unemployment rate of over 8 percent here in 

Duluth? 

I say that it's time for both big corporations and big government to begin 

caring about the people they are supposed XEXRXXR to serve. 

WexmHex 
If you believe we must work for change, that WRXmHXXXWEXk our system 

of government and industry must work for peop~, then all of us here today 

must form a coalition for change. A coaliton of young with old--not young 

against old. AcEoacxtxoHcEfxaabEcxw±tkcx A coalition of b~~ with white--not 

~against white. ~n this coalition we must have the full support of 

labor --of the American working man. This is the coalition that can prevent 

HK this country gfom being relegated to second place. This is the coalition 

that will not let the u.s. ~ Corporation abandon Duluth. This is the 

coalition that will not let government in Washington forget the needs of the 

people of Minnesota. 
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Hm1PHREY SAYS U.S. FALLING BEIIDID IN 
1.\ 

lliDUSTRIAL PRODUcriOO , SOCIAT ... Pro::;RE
1 

SS 
\,./ 

DULt.JTM , f1inn., Feb. 17-Senator Hubert II. Humphrey said tcday that the United 

States has fallen behind other nations in sorre of the key areas of industrial 

production mmmr and social services alike and urged a high school convocation here 

to help make the Nation nurnber one again. 

"This is not a questiqn of X:'1,tional pride and honor," Humphrey said at 

, lM.. ·tlv~ ~tl.LQ &'t'VI '--
BorgatJPark High--8cl'iool~:LSrErcilly at stake is the quality of Arrerican 

'' ~ a:--.-&.V~ 
life . Being number one rreans j obs for all who \vant to \.JOrk , good schools , 

1\ 

decent housi ng , health care for all , an end to hunger. 

"But it is a tragic fact of life in t he 1970s that \ve are becoming a nation 

that i s only second best in too many things. 

' "\ve are nurrber b>10 in s teel production; number t uo in the production of iron 

ore; number four in the size of our~ rrerchant fm~ fleet. 

11 He rank 15th in our infant rrortality rate. We are 25th in life ~ctancy 

-
for rren and 11th for \vcrren. 

"\ve lag far behind other nations in mass transportation in our cities. \~e 

~re ~Qnly major industrial nation in the world without a comprehensive national 

I\..... ~ican cities _; 

health care system. And i have have higher murder and street cr!me rates than 

~ such cities as Tokyo, or Ottawa or Rorre. 

11We are only third in the per cent of gross national product devoted 

to education-the Soviet Union is first. He rank behindi many nations in providing 

decent housing for our peqJle. 

"If you believe He must work for change , that our svstem of governrrent and 

~ 
~ 

f:dugf?:;J ~t \·IOrk for people, then all of ~ us must form a coalition for change. 

A coalition of young Hith old-not young against old. A coalition of black \vith 



\·lhite-.. -~ot {i;dl!l'l'ti'Z':rtt~ black against Hhite. And in this coalition \·le must have the 

0 

~ full ~ support of labor--of the Arreri can Harking man--and industry. 
v 

"This is the coalition 

relegated to second place ~~ either in its economic .-\Yell-being or its 

social progress ." 

... .. 

mm 



HEMORANDUM 

FOR: 

FROM: 

Dan Spiegel ~ 
cc: Bob Healey 

Ken 

At ?-tax Kampelman's request I talked with Myer 

Bernstein (638-6929) of the Steelworkers. 

Myer wanted to suggest a line of speech making 

for Senator Humphrey. He says President Nixon keeps 

saying that the USA is number one. He would point out 

that now in the third year of the Nixon Administration, 

the Russians have exceeded the United States in steel 

production and by a substantial margin. Last year the 

Russians produced 132,800 tons, and the US only 120,590. 

This is the first time the Russians have exceeded the 

us in steel production. By contrast, the previous year, 

the Russians produced 127,727 tons and the US 131,500 tons. 

I asked what he thought the reasons were, in order 

to test whether this was simply more protectionism. He 

said the number one reason of course would be the overall 

drop in the US economy, but of course the second reason 

would be increasing imports. 

The US has the capacity to produce 200,000 tons. 

This might be a good lead in a speech of this 

sort asking tl1e question is the USA number one really, and 

maybe we could point out some other areas in which we 

have declined relative to other nations. 
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