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CONTACT: JACK McDONALD

HUMPHREY SAYS ADMINISTRATION TURNS ITS
BACK ON AMERICA'S POOR AND HUNGRY

GAINESVILLE, Fla., March 8--Senator Hubert M, Humphrey said today the
Nation is losing ground in the battle against poverty and hunger "because
a callous Administration has turned its back on 25 million Americans who
are ill-fed, ill-hocused, ill-clothes and ill-cared for."

Humphrey said th t after a steady decline in the number of Americans
living in poverty, the number of poor people actually increased last
vear for the first time in a decade.

"Does this Administration really care about the poor and hungry in
Mmerica?" Humpiirey asked an "MAccent '72" syrposium at the University of
Florida here.

"The Administration slashed needed funds for the anti-poverty program.

"It tried to torpedo the Food Stamp Program.

"It tried to cut back on school lunches for millions of children.

“It has failed to move on welfare reform.

"It has callously tied up billions of dollars appropriated by Congress
chat could be used in the battle for decent housing, improved transportation
and a wide range of other programs that could improve the lives of the
Imerican poor.

"It stood idly by for two and a half vears and permitted unemployment
to climb well over the five million mark. And still it has failed to take

the bold steps necessary to ptt Pmerica back to wezk."

(more)
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Humphrey said the time has come to put the elimination of poverty
and hunger back at the top of the American agenda.

"There are those who say the war agianst poverty has failed, that it
raised expectations too high, that it wasn't worth the effort.

"I couldn't disagree more. In the last ten vears, one-third of the
American poor--14 million people--were lifted above the poverty line.

"Ar1 the war on poverty created an awareness in the Mmerican conscience
that the national tragedy of poverty $imply cannot be wished away, a recog-
nition that poor people have rights, ‘and a resolve that they have much to
contribute to the American future.

"We can end hunger and poverty in America. But not by closing our
eyes as this Administration has done.

"Wle can succeed only with bold leadership--leadership that resolves to
cut unemployment, expand the Food Stamp Program, create day care ecnters
for mothers who want to work, and-provide decent income. levels for those: w}o

cannot work."
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A BABY CRIES IN MISSISSIPPI BECAUSE HE HAS NO MILK.

A CHILD IS THIN AND LISTLESS IN NEW YORK BECAUSE
THE EVENING TABLE IS BARE.,

A MOTHER IN FLORIDA SOBS BECAUSE HER CHILDREN HAVE
NO SHOES.

AND A FATHER IN CALIFORNIA IS GUILT-RIDDEN BECAUSE
HIS FAMILY LIVES IN A HOME THAT LACKS HEAT, IS OVERCROWDED,
AND IS WITHOUT PLUMBING OR RUNNING WATER.

IT IS ALL PART OF A SUBJECT I WANT TO TALK TO YOU
ABOUT TODAY--A SUBJECT THAT IS THE SHAME OF A RICH AND
POWERFUL NATION: HUNGER AND POVERTY IN AMERICA.

TO MANY OF YOU HERE, YOUR PERSONAL CONTACT WITH
POVERTY IS MINIMAL. YOU DID NOT LIVE THROUGE A DEPRESSION,
S YOU CAN ONLY READ ABOUT THE BREAD AND SOUP LINES,

THE FEELINGS OF RESIGNATION, THE LOST HOPES THAT ARE
SO MUCH A PART OF BEING POOR. A
T heee thet __ v

AND YOU'WILL NEVER HAVE TO GO WITHOUTcﬁggiﬂﬁ,OR LACK
THE MONEY FOR DECENT SHELTER AND ADEQUATE CLOTHING, OR
TO SAY TO YOUR CHILDREN. "NO, WE CANNOT BUY A NEW PAIR OF
SHOES OR A NEW TOY."

BUT THE DEPRESSION WAS VERY REAL FOR YOUR PARENTSg
AND POVERTY IN THE U.S. IS VERY REAL FOR YOU,{ES LONG AS

ONE CHILD GOES TO BED HUNGRY WE ARE ALL A LITTLE POORER,



THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA IS A NATION OF GREAT
WEALTH, GREAT RESOURCES, AND GREAT GOALS.

BUT IS ALSO A NATION OF 25 MILLION AMERICANS ILL-FED,
ILL-HOUSED, ILL-CLOTHED AND ILL-CARED FOR.

AND, IF THERE EVER *&ﬁﬁpa NATIONAL TRAGEDY IN OUR
NATION, IT IS THE HUNGER AMOquT US. WE CAN CLOSE OUR EYES
AND HOPE IT WILL GO AWAY—--BUT IT WON'T,

WE CAN PRETEND WE DON'T SEE IT, BUT IT WILL REMAIN.

WE CAN SAY IT IS SOMEONE ELSE'S PROBLEM, BUT I& IS NOT.

IN THE 1960'S OUR NATION PUT THE WAR ON POVERTY AT THE
TOP OF ITS AGENDA.

NOW IN THE 70'S SOME HAVE SAID THAT THE WAR WAS A
FAILURE, THAT IT RAISED EXPECTATIONS TOO HIGH, THAT IT WAS
NOT WORTH DOING.

I SAY IT WAS WORTH DOING. IN THE LAST 10 YEARS,
ONE-THIRD OF ALL THE POVERTY IN THIS NATION WAS ELIMINATED.
OVER 14 MILLION CHILDREN, MOTHERS AND FATHERS ESCAPED THE
CLUTCHES OF BEING POOR.

AND THE WAR ON POVERTY CREATED A CONSCIOUSNESS IN OUR
LAND--A RESOLVE THAT POOR PEOPLE HAVE RIGHTS, THAT/ggSR

HAVE A LOT TO CONTRIBUTE TO OUR NATION.



TODAY ALL OF US SHOULD BE TROUBLED, ALL OF US SHOULD
BE CONCERNED BECAUSE WE ARE LOSING THE STRUGGLE TO ELIMINATE
HUNGER AND POVERTY IN AMERICA,

NO ONE SEEMS TO CARE ANYMORE.

—-=THE ADMINISTRATION SLICES THE ANTI-POVERTY BUDGET.

==TRIES TO TORPEDO THE FOOD STAMP PROGRAM.

-=IT CUTS BACK ON SCHOOL LUNCHES.

-=IT FAILS TO MOVE AHEAD ON WELFARE REFORM.

==AND LAST YEAR FOR THE FIRST TIME IN A DECADE, THE
NUMBER OF POOR PEOPLE ACTUALLY INCREASED,

ONCE MORE THE POOR ARE BECOMING INVISIBLE.

WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO ABOUT IT.

WILL WE BE ABLE TO SAY IN OUR LIFE TIME THAT THERE WILL
BE NO MORE POVERTY, NO MORE HUNGER, NO MORE ANGUISH?

I REJECT THOSE WHO SAY IT IS NOT POSSIBLE BECAUSE IT 1Is.

BOTH OF US=--YOU AND I;HEbE A ROLE IN THE STRUGGLE AGAINST
WANT,

WE CAN END HUNGER AND POVERTY IN AMERICA BY A GREATLY
EXPANDED FOOD STAMP PROGRAM, JOBS, DAY CARE CENTERS FOR
MOTHERS WHO WANT TO WORK, AND ADEQUATE INCOME FOR THOSE WHO
CANNOT WORK.,

AND YOU CAN HELP. JUST DON'T TALK ABOUT IT; DO SOMETHING

ABOUT IT, |G0 INTO YOUR COMMUNITIES. EOIN COMMUNITY ACTION
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PROGRAMS'\EEE ACTIVE IN THE MEALS ON WHEELS PROGRAM,(E&?E
A YEAR OF YOUR LIFE AND JOIN EEEEQ,LEEPL YOUR PARENTS AND
RELATIVES THAT THEY HAVE TO CARE ABOUT THIS PROBLEM. |PLAN
FOR CAREERS IN PUBLIC HEALTH, IN POVERTY-LAW, URBAN AND
RURAL PLANNING.

BUT DON'T STAND IDLY BY WHILE THERE IS POVERTY IN THIS
NATION,

THE WAR ON POVERTY CAN'T BE WON FROM WASHINGTON,

BUT IT CAN BE WON IN GAINESVILLE, TAMPA, AND MIAMI.

IF THERE EVER WERE A CHALLENGE FOR YOU, IT IS THIS:

TO JOIN HANDS IN A COMMON CAUSE THAT WILL END THE

SHAME OF HUNGER AND DEGRADATION OF POVERTY IN AMERICA,
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- ’gy HHH VISIT TO UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
PROGRAM - ACCENT 72

[ I. ON STAGE WITH HHH
] HHH
ﬁ MRS. HUMPHREY
\ LORNE  GREENE
\ BOB SHEVIN
- JOE RIZZOTTO (STUDENT): PRES. OF Y.D.'S UNIV OF FLA

E CO-CHAIRMAN OF HHH IN ALACHUA COUNTY
i DAVID WINTON ( STUDENT): VICE CHAIRMAN ACCENT 72

LSO MENTION:
TOM PORTER WITH "STUDENT ACTIVITIES OFFICE" (FOR HIS HELP)

DAVID AARON WITH ACCENT 72

D o m——

/, el —hﬁhhhﬁ"?;}
v )% II. UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA, (FLORIDA GATORS)

23,000 ENROLLMENT

STUDENTS HAVE BEEN VERY ACTIVE IN LOCAL CITY ELECTIONS
RECENTLY. THERE IS A CITY ELECTION MARCH 21st,

( II11. SPEECH M—

(1) YQU ARE GLAD TO BE IN GATOR COUNTRY
(2) TAXATION WITH REPRESENTATION

(3) HATE AND YESTERDAY VERSUS LOVE AND TDMDRRQE
(4) TENTION THAT IF YOU ARE ELECTED YOU PLAN TO HAVE
A YOUTH AFFAIRS CABINET POST TO REALLY GET YOUT

~— - INVOLVED AND NOT JUST TOKENISM,
M“"" (5) MENTION THE YOUTH OPERATION IN YOUR CAMPAIGN.
f? = (I HAVE BEEN HERE FOR THE PAST TWO DAYS WORKING

f“"ﬁ-’r—:1 WITH STUDENTS ON THIS CAMPUS.) o Vitaadddee
‘ o "
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'REMARKS BY SENATOR HUBEPT H. HUMPHREY
ACCENT ‘72 SYMPOSIUY

Gainesvitie, Fiomina
Farch 8, 1572
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L A BABY CRIES 1IN Hississipei BECAUSE HE HAS HO FILK.
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[ A CHILD IS THIN AND LISTLESS IN Upw YORK BECAUSE

THE EVENING TABLE IS BARE,

[ A WoTHER 1K FLoripa SOBS BECAUSE HER CHILDREN HAVE
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RO SHOES.

ARD A FATHER IN mm IS GUILT-RIDDEN BECAUSE

RIS FARILY LIVES IN A HOME THAT LACES HEAT, 1S OVERCROWDED,

ARD 1S WITHOUT PLUMBING OR RUNKING WATER,
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[\2’{ IS ALL PART OF A SUBJECT | WANT T6 TALK To vou ABOUT

TODAY==A SUBJECT THAT IS5 THE SHAME OF A RICH AND POWERFUL

RATICN: HUNGER AND POVERTY IN America,
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{ 10 HANY OF vou HERE} YOUR PERSONAL CONTACT WITH
POVERTY 15 MiNImalL,| YOU DID HOT LIVE THROUGH A DEPRESSION.
———— ——

L‘{aa CAN OHLY READ ABOUT THE ERCAD AND SOUP LINES,
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THE FEELINGS OF RES!GEATEGH; THE LOST HOPES THAT AEE.SQ
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MUCH A PART OF BEING POOR.,

Lfiﬁ?} I HoPE THAT YOU WILL HEVER HAVE TO 60 WITHOUT FoOD,

OR LACK THE FOREY FOR DECEHNT SHELTER ARD ADEQUATE CLOTHING:
— -

OR TO SAY TO YOUR CHILDREN: "o, WE CANNOT BUY A NEW BAIR

OF SHOES OR A NEW TOY. }

f BuT THE DEPRESSION WAS VERY REAL FOR YOUR FARENTS.

AnD POVERTY 1N THE U.5. IS VERY REAL FOR 'fm.si(
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Z THE UnITED STATES OF BMERICA IS A HATIOH OF GREAT

WEALTH, GREAT RESOURCES, AND GREAT GOALS,

L SUT IT 1S ALSO A RATION OF 25 MILLION AMERICANS

ILL~FED, ILL-HOUSED, ILL-CLOTHED AND ILL-CARED F{!R’a
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AHD HOPE IT WILL GO AWAY-=BUT IT wor'T.

Li’ﬂé CAN PRETEND WE DON'T SEE If/ BUT IT WILL RERAIN,
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/ HE CAN SAY IT IS SOMEONE ELSE'S P?@ELB). BUT IT IS NOT.
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[ It THE 1960°s OUR NATION PUT THE WAR ON POVERTY AT THE

TOP OF ITS AGENDA. ., B
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IT WAS HOT WORTH i‘it}lfii’:‘nt

L I sAY IT WAS WORTH nmﬁa',é In Tue tast 10 vears,

ORE-THIRD OF ALL THE POVERTY IN THIS NATION WAS ELIMINATED,
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Lﬁ{hﬁ 14 MILLION CHILDREH, MOTHERS AKD FATHERS ESCAPED

0. THE CLUTCHES OF BEING POOR.
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Zj ODAY ALL OF US SHOULD BE TROUBLED, ALL OF US SHOULD

BE CONCERNED BECAUSE WE ARE LOSIHG THE STRUGGLE TO ELIMINATE

Sam———ET

— e

o — =
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==AND LAST YEAR FOR THE FIRST TIME IN A DECADE,; THE
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RUMBER OF POOR PEOPLE ACTUALLY INCREASED.

ONCE MORE THE POOR ARE BECOMING INVISIELE, = M w% -

HHAT ARE WE GCING TO DO ABOUT IT?

B




| 00\50-3 |




C

001304

HILL WE BE ABLE TG SAY IN OUR LIFETIME THAT THERE
WILL BEE NO MORE POVERTY, HO MORE HUHGER, NO-NORB-ARGUISHT
I REJECT THOSE WHO SAY IT IS KOT POSSIELE ‘m.

3OTH OF US--YOU AND I--HAVE A ROLE IN THE STRUGELE

AGAINST WANT ;(

z_ WE CAK END HUNGER AND POVERTY IN AMERICA M
N Cone QU BT Th I

EXPANDED FOOD STAHP PRGERE%}_ JOES I DAY-CARE (ENTERS FOR

g

HOTHERS WHO WANT TO h’ﬁﬁ!ﬁ; ARD ADEQGUATE IHCOME FOR THOSE

WHO CANHOT R’ﬁﬁﬁl Lﬁf'm ; & ffg - Wwalery

L AND YOU cAN HELR. JUST DOR'T TALK ABOUT IT: DO

SCMETHIKG AROUT I7 ®
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GO INTC YOUR COMMUNITIESpm— é@"’lc""ﬂ “:{:“' | #

A‘cne COMMUNITY ACTION PROGRANS,

GET ACTIVE in THE MeaLs on Wueers Procraw,

=Y

TAKE A YEAR OF YOUR LIFE AHD ,,mm VISTA
_anh

TELL YOUR PARENTS AWD RELATIVES THAT THEY HAVE TO CARE

— s S

ABOUT THIS PROELEH,
M

LPLAH FOR CAREERS IN PUELIC HEALTH? 1N POVERTY=LAW,
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URBAK AHD RURAL PLARKING,
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L DUT DOK'T STAND IDLY BY WHILE THERE I5 POVERTY IN
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BUT IT CAH BE WO N Gﬂ‘hES‘e‘iLLE; TA!LPA; ﬁﬁB I.Aﬁx,
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‘! THE WAR ON POVERTY CAN'T BE wou FROM HASHINGTON,
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IF THERE EVER WAS A CHALLEMGE FOR YOU, IT IS THIS:

£i~¥§ JOIK HARDS INH A COFMON CAUSE THAT WILL EHD

THE SHAME OF HUKGER ARD DEGRADATIOR OF POVERTY IN %ﬁERIC&s
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MEMORANDUM March 7, 1972

T01 Senator
FROM: Dan S,
SUBJECT: Accent '72 - University of Florida, Cainesville

Bob and I worked on this poverty speech., We think a student
audience will be quitq receptive to this theme,

I talked to the organizers of the Accent '72 program. They

gave me one warning based on the Muskie and Lindsay appearances,
at the university. :

They said that in the Q and A when you respond to guestions
on abprtion and marijuana, don't say that it's up to the states
to decides these issues, Apparently, this was the essence

of the Lindsay and Muskie responses. It turned off many
';studelts.
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