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FOR RELEASE-- 8 p.m., MARCH 9, 1972 

HUMPHPEY ACCUSES ADMINIS1RATION OF 
BLIND INDIFFERENCE TO POOR AND ~ 
AMERICANS 

CONTACT : JACK ~ACOONALD 

TAMPA, March 9--Senator Hubert H. Humphrey today accused the Nixon Admin-
....... _ I ~- • ' • 1'\ .... If •''"'' • · •, - · : • .-. c: j]" 

istration of "callous cutbacks, broken promises, and blind indifference 

to the American poor and the city dweller after a decade df progress uni~ 

Democratic administrations." 

In an address to the Conference of the Florida Association of Community 

Action Agencies here, Humphrey said : 

"The position of the Nixon Administration is simply this: If it's for 

the cities or if it's for the poor, cut it out. And the budget of the 

Administration proves it. The President's message to the poor is 'wait--

wait a little longer. 

"In housing f'\li!ld community development, the Nixon Administration would 

spend $1.3 billion less than Congress appropriated last year. 

"That means $465 million less for rebuilding our cities. It means 

no increase at all in the Model Cities program. It means cutting rent 

supplements and rental assistance. 

"It means new construction starts in public housing will fall way below 

national goals. 

"And in human terms, it means that too many people will continue to 

live in dilapidated housing, shabby, unhealthy apartments, rundown 

neighborhoods in deteriorating inner cities." 

Humphrey said the Administration is in full-scale retreat in. the anti­

poverty program with a proposal to cut $140 million. 

11 It plans no expansion of the food stamp program. It plans to slash 

the Community Action Program--your program--by $56 million. 
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"And they've tried before, and they'll try again to eliminate the emer­

gency food and medical service program. 

"These budget cuts are callous, re.strictive, and punitive. They show 

nothing but blind indifference to the needs of the poor." 

Humphrey said that after a steady decline in the number of Americans 

living in poverty under Democratic Administrations, the number rose last 

year for the first time in a decade. 

"In the 1960s, we began a food stamp program that has gone from 100,000 

participants to over 10 million," he said. 

"We began Medicaid so that those wHo have less can have decent health 

care. 

"We began the Neighborhood Youth Corps so that the sons and d.;s.ughters 

of the poor could participate in worthwhile work. 

"We began Headstart and the Job Corps and legal services and community 

action agencies. 

"The time has come to renew that commitment to end poverty and hunger 

in America. 

"The time has come for President to pledge that he will undertake that 

task. Until we have new leadership, we will remain a Nation of ~5 million 

Americans, ill-fed, ill-housed, ill-clothed and ill-cared for." 

-HHH-
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March 8, 1972 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: SENATOR 

FROM: DAN 

SUBJECT: TAMPA APPEARANCE BEFORE THE FLORIDA ASSOCIATION OF COMMUNITY ACTION 
AGENCIES 

The basis of this speech--in terms of the Nixon budget--was prepared f or 

us by the League of Cities. 

Here are some points you should consider: 

1. The Community Action Programs are suffering from these fund cutbacks. 

2. The CAP's are often controversial agencies in the communities where 

they work because they have often mobilized the poor to fight against the 

local power structure. 

3. I think you should emphasize the fact that the poor do have rights, that 

the poor have something to contribute to this nation and that no one can 

speak for the poor eEcept the poor. These are themes that will go over very 

well before this group. 



REt .ARKS BY SENP\TOR HUBERT HI HW·':PHREY 

FLORIDA ASSOC IATi mJ OF C0~1f!U ·!ITY ACTI ON AGE ~JC IES 

TAMPAJ FLORIDA 

r·1ARCH 91 1972 



THEL E YE .RS AGO \/E D I SCOVEP.ED PO 'ERTY If' iE I CA--

'Ul' E I" OU CITIESJ DEPR IVATI OIJ I ,J •• URAL A ~E dC Aim 

40 foi iLLIO l I NISIBLE PEOP LE LOC ~ED H BOf' DP.GE OF DESPA I 

IN T E LAST DECADE ~E EG N ,~ ErFO T TO FEED THE 

Ui GRY N'D GIVE ADEQUATE INCOr-1ES TO THE POOR . 

--HE BEGf. N . FOOD ST N~P PR.OG ·~ THAT Hf.S or E F Dr~ 

lOO JOOO P TICI PANTS TO O'ER 10 r iLLI O~ . 

--HE BEGA J f·1ED I C ID SO n T THOSE diO hA E LESS C~. 1 H. VE 

HEALTH CARE . 

--~JE BEGA~~ THE !·'EI Gr BOR' 'OOD YOUTH CO \PS SO TH. T THE SO,·JS 

1·m DAUGHTE \s oF TI'E POOi, COLLD \JO J . 
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--vJE BE At' EADSTt-\RT A;m JOB co,,rs r m LE .,AL sE r cEs . 

--HE BEG tJ cor·~i1m ITY ~ CTI o.~ ri E ·c I P' . 

THESE PRO RA.!S . E . oT DREAr-1s.. n 'EY ' I · oT L · s or 

P PER . T EY ' RE I ERE., THEY' 0 E E L. ·m THEY ~~UST BE 

THERE Kf\S .NOTHER SIDE TO OUP. ANTI-POVERTY EFFORTS OF 

TilE 1960' S. IT \'1 -S ,- BELIEF T~ J SO "ETHH~ r CO LD DE DOl . 

IT ~4~$ ELIEF Til T r E1\E I 1 THE f EIGHBO HOODS ., \ H .T ONE 

Am THESE BELl EFS VI ERE EC: !OED T THE ! I GHEST LE ELS 

OF GOVE~ ~· T . PR~SI DENT VENJEDY AND .ESIDENT OH~SON 

iP~D BELIEF I PEOPLE ~of' HEP.E COf''!·1ITTED TO IDIN THE 00 
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S viE LEGI ' A ·. Evl DECf.DE I SErJSE LESSPllf h OUR 

ST UGGLE TO AID T E POOR., A SLACKH , OF THE P, .CE TO Em 

Ui GL .. IT 'S AU10ST AS IF THE HILL H ~S GO''E OUT OF OUR 

FIGI:T I \ THE BATTLE GA IIJST POVE TY , 

f\1 D TH Ar·.ERI CN PEO LE ARE JOT TO BLr fiE 0 THEY 

STILL HAVE THE CQr.1Pf.SSIO~I P.ND SE!'lSITI' ITY T C. E. 

uCT T E .liXOiJ D :I ISTRATI01 'liTH ITS CUTE C' S ~ D B or Ei' 

Pr0.1ISES H ~.S ILE Tirl Aim T H~E GA if! TO EQUAL THE PEOPLE 'S 

co 1PAss I m· rn sE s ITI ITY To THE. lEEDS or- THE POOR . 

A' D LE C J SEE TLE E IDE.·,CE CLEf, \LY I J THE PRESIDE T' S 

EH BUDGET . FOR f~ DUD ET IS 10RE TH DOLL ... S . . rL CENTS--

IT 'S , ;·iEPiSURE o ~:HERE P. co ERW~Ern PLr.CES ITS JO.JTIES--

IT ' S ·,EASUP.E oF nEEDS A:m co urTr~Etns . 
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LET ' S LOO AT Tllt T BUDG T I THE A E/\S WHERE 10ST OF YOU 

Ho --n E CITIES . 

TilE POSITIO-l OF T 1E H,\0. hD 1HHST .TI ON IS SH·~PLY 

Tl IS : IF IT ' S FOR THE CITIES .i'D I IT ' S FORT E POOR1 CUT 

IT OUT I A''D T IE BUDGET I :l OF Tt E AD~~IfH ST,\ T I OlJ p \0 'ES THIs I 

I · llOUSI'iG NJD COf'1f ~U\;ITY D ELOPfT T Tf E NIXON 

DfH ISTRATIOi· '1', I'TS $1.3 BILLIG;· LESS Tr N em G ESS 

TIS f:EP" S nEE HI LL BE $465 .ILLIOI" LESS OR 

REBU ILD! ~G OUR CITIES . 

IT f'~EJU'S T'ERE vHLL LE ·o H-iCP.EP,SE H f''ODEL CITIES . 

IT riA! s cuTTI' 'G RE"T suPPLH~Erns ,D ~Ef'lTl' L Ass I STAfiCE . 
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IT nEA. S r· 0 FU ~'DS FOR PEOPLE VI 0 .; EED f·!ONEY TO I ~PROVE 

T EIR lOf~ES . 

IT r:EA' S ''EH co·~STRUCTI O;J STARTS I'' PUBLIC 0 sr~G v ILL 

FALL WAY ll ELOW NATI OtAL GOALS. 

A! D H1 'fAN TEP.f'1S THESE CUTBACKS f':E~JJ THAT TOO f'~ NY 

PEOPLE vH LL CO"TI ' UE TO LI VE I · DEL PIDP.TED HO,~ ES J SHABBY 

APARTf·1Ef TSJ RU' DO\-nl · EI .,l BO HOODS H DETE JO . .TI N ~ r~t· E, 

CITI ES. 

I ·~ SERV ICES TO THE POOR--THE OFF ICE OF EC0Wf.1 IC OPPOP.TUfHTY 

BUDGET-- IS U~DER ATT CK. 

THE f IXO ·J Df·~ H' I STRPJI Oi! HAS ROPOSED A $140 r· ILLI G 

cuTE .c1, I ~ PO ERTY r I HT I fiG FU NDS. 
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IT PLPI~S · 0 EX A· S I Dr' OF r E FOOD ST f.~P PROGRN1. 

IT PLAr S TO SL~SH THE CDr-1r1Ui· ITY ACTI ON PROG f1 1--YOUR 

PROG, r -BY $56 r'I ILLI OI • 

:'\I'D HlEY ' VE TRIED DEFORE A'D THEY ' LL TP.Y IG/\I · 

TO ELif~H ATE THE E IE GE · CY FOOD ~ D ~ED I C,~L SER 'ICE P, \0 RN~ . 

T ESE BUD ET CUTS ARE C \LLO 'S1 REST,dCTI E1 .EG ,ESSI E 

A 'D S OH i'OTl I iG BUT BLI! D IlJDIFFERErJCE TO THE i~EEDS OF T E 

POOR . 

CUTB CKS II THE con~UIH TY ~~CTI Ol .0 ~ R,~, l f'1E,QJ~ THAT ;: 

If! PO T l T vo ICE OF THE POOP \'1 ILL BE sILENCED I 

IT r~EA !S PRO Rf1J~S --YOUR P D Af~S--THAT HOULD HELP THE 

PEOPLE Ill YOUR 1 EIGHBO. HOODS--\·:ILL BE CUT B~CK 0 ELH1H r.TED 

I ALTOGETHE I 

I 
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C' AC S II T~E EMER ErCY FOOD PROG~~ ~ ILL 1E N THAT 

f·10RE Cl ILDREI' v! ILL 0 TO BED HITrOUT Ai' EVEHJG f.EA L. 

Tl 'ESE CUTBACKS Ir SOCI/\L SE ' ICES TO THE POOR n 1 E QijE 

WO ,DER : DOES RICH- D ~ I XOI WA~T THE POD\ TO BECOME IfV ISIBLE 

AIM? ~DES HE CARE? 

\~tAT XCUSE DOES HE IVE THAT IT H S ~ IS Dr~ I N ISTRATI ON 

T '-J B 0 GHT ABOUT THE ri .ST H CP.E SE I J P VE RTY I . A DEC DE . 

T E PRESIDEi· T s ,~YS TO TIE POO : W\IT LOf''GER . 

I SAY THE POO \ AVE \1P.I TED LOIIG EiiJO .HI 

THE rovE TY BUDGET r ,usT BE I r'c \EP.SED ., rmT DECRE, .SED . 

Tl E POOR I l A .. !ERICA 1UST t AVE ThE S r~E RI HTS TO f~AKE 

THE IR OWN C DICES 1\S YOU ND I DO . 
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A1W ALL OF US i'·1UST BEG ii' TO TREAT T E POOR AS HUfit~ 

BEH'GS W 0 f\VE A CO~JTR I BUTI O TO f1AKE TO THE COUI· TRY 1 HHO 

VE OLE TO PLAY . 

THE TH1E HAS cor~1E TO Ei EH [ Ti o~: ' S con~ ITr1E ·T TO E 1D 

POVERTY r\ m HU ~ ER I·· ~ER ICA . 

THE TI ~ HAS COf"1E FO~ A PRES IDE[· T TO PLED E THP.T HE 

WILL U··DER.TAKE THIS TASK . 

U'4LESS HE DOES 1 HE v' ILL REf1A I ~ P; '·' TI Drl OF 25 fii LLI Or'l 

A ERICAHS I ILL- ED I ILL-HOUSED I ILL- CLOTHED . ID ILL-(,. ED FOP. . 
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TO: SENATOR 

FlOM: DU 

SUBJBCT: TAMPA AJ?P!ABANCB BEFORE TBB F'LOlUDA ASSOCIATION OF COMMUNITY ACTION 
AGINCIES 

The bae1s of this epeech•pin terms of the Nixon budget••vas ,repared for - - .,____ 

us by the League of Citie1 * 

Here are some points you ehould consider: 

1. The Coslaun1ty Action Programa are •ufferins from tbeee fund cut'Qcka. 

2. The CAP's are often controversial age~iea in the communit1ee Vhere 

they vork because they have often mobili&ed the poor to fight agatnet the 

local power structure. 

3. I think you ehould emphaeize the fact that the poor do have righta, that 

the poor have something to contribute to this nation and that no one can 

apeak for the poer eaeept the poor. Tbeae are theaea tbat vi11 go over ve 

well before tbie group. 

/ 

( 
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I REP.ARKS BY SENATOR HUBERT HI HtWPHREY 

TAMPA, FLORIDA 

NARCH 9~ ·1972 · 



i_TI4ELVE YEJIRS AGO \•IE DISCOVEP.ED POVER!" HI Al~ERICA--
_......_ ' 

HUf~GER IU OUR CITIES, DEPRIVf\TIOa n: RUHAL Af:ERICA AitD 
------~) 

40 NlLLim: l'-NISIBLE PEOPLE LOCKED IN A BONDP.GE OF DESPJ\IR 

AilD WA!lT. C! >) 
,...,---.. 

L I;l TilE L'ST DEC/'JlE WE BEGAI' 1\11 E:'"FORT TO FEED THE 

~ 
HUHGRY f\iiD G:f.VE ADEQU!\TE H~COi·:ES TO THE POOR. --

--\{E BEGPJ~ A FOOD STf.J'P PROGRAr Tti~.T H~.S GOfiE FROt~ 

100.,000 PARTICIPAtiTS TO OVER 10 ftiLLION. 

<!Q-WE B[GAU V£DIC,~ID SO TII/\T THOSE ~1110 HAVE LESS CftJ! HAVE 

HEALTH CP.RE. 

--t.JE BEGAil THE tit.IGHBORHOOD YOUTH CORPS SO THAT THE sons 

lmn DAUGHTERS or: THE roon couLD Ho~K. 
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Lwt BEGAN HUJJSTART PJiD 
=a ... 

==WE BEGm1 COHi1utH1Y l\CTIOi: J1GENCIESi 

THE 

Of 

.......... u '' 

! ~f ~fiFE\¥ ~A 
l!i PJ1tJ\ILR!i --------

THtYiFtE 

........ ,T 
''"' i !Hi .• 

-

IN 

WEFZE 

OUR At~T I ~POVER1Y 

t1EI GI1BOPJiOODS 1 

WEP£ COftHTIED T.Q :- t 
~ . POOR 
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~tiE OEWi A i~Ei! DEC"JJE l SEHSE A LESSEiUilG l;i OU:l ..,___, ____ _,.., 

STRUGGLE TO 1\lD THE POOR; 1\ StACKING OF TiiE PACE TO END 
,~---------------------~----~~ 

IT'S AU10ST AS IF THE WILL H1~S GONE OIJ1 OF OUR -
FIG! T THE BATTLE 1\GAHlST POVERTY./' 

THE flJlfRI Cl\11 PEOPLE APE HOT TO BL~i?f FOR THEY 

PROLISES H?.S FAil-ED TH'ii: AND TIHE AGf\IH TO EQUAL THE PEOPLE'S 

tT- e 
1 '-' PRIORITIES=.;; 
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LET'S LOOK AT THAT BUDGET IU THE AREAS WHERE r\OST OF YOU 

TiiE HIXON fo.DMHHSTPJJION IS SIMPlY ) ¥1 , .. nnr 'T~ -n:t 0• 
~it Fv.J! llft T 

------------------
TI1 IS· < j- - I IF IT~S FOR THE CITIES AliD IF IT'S ::OR THE POOR~ CUT 

---
IT OUT. 1\iiD THE BUDGET IW< OF THE ADMHHSTPJ\TION PROVES TIUS, 

DEVELOPl EUT THE N I XOfl 

IT ~ODEL 

REtlT SUPPIL~£UTS AJ~D 
- ..;__:-=_-~ .-
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IT l.Y:fJiS NEr-i COi$TRUCTIOU STARTS- If~ PUBLIC HOUSING WILL -

FALL 

PEOPlE fiiLL COUTHlUE TO LIVE IN DELft.PIDft.TED HOf'fS.~ SHABBY 

f,PARTi'fNTS., RU:mm~N NEIGHBOFJiOODS lN DETERIORI,TINE H~NER 

CITIES. 
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PilD BUT BLIND 

tif v 

YOUR 

6 

n~oo •. --~ "Tl'E 
t.h in 
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CUT BACK 

0 .. _F 

:?:-
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,. 

~ ·= 
f__,wHAT E..XCUSE 

INCRE.~E 

{___]__ Sf\Y THE 

~-----------------
THE POVERTY BUDGET f'iUST BE I fiCRE.f\StJJ, 

POOR I iiE 

I 
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BEINGS WHO HAVE A CONTRIBUTION TO NP.YJ: TO THE COUHTRY _. \iHO 

HAVE A ROLE TO PLAYe 

g;:,.::;. =::[-'~~:?"-~~-~~ -~ -
- -·.::a:=::__~~ 

-- ~.::;: .,... -=~-

HE DOES~ hlf: Will REf~iAIH A NATIOH OF 25 MILLION 
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