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FOR RELEASE -- Feb. 29, 1972 

llUl-1PHREY CALLS FOR 25 PER CENT INCREASE IN SOCIAL SECURITY 

BENEFITS, I1AJOR CHANGES IN OLD AGE 1\SSISTANCE AND t1EDIC1\RE 

ST. PETeRSBURG, Feb. 29--Senator Hubert II." IIurrphrey tooay proposed a 25 

per cent increase in Social Security benefits and najor changes in the Old Age 

. ~ Assistance and J~icartrograms ('to bring decency, dignity and hope to the 

lives of 20 million elderly Americans;) 

"The tirre has come to recognize that the needs of older Arrericans are 

. 
not privileges to be be staved by a generous society, but ~ basic ~ American 

right.c:;, II Hurrphrey told 

"It is \vrong that five million elderly 1\.'Tericans live inpoverty. And 

I say He rnust change that shaJreful fact. 

"It is Hrong that millions of elderly Americans lack adequate transportation 

even for such b,--asic needs as HM visits to a physician. 

"' 
"It i~ 'vrong that millions of elderly Arrericans, because they live on 

fixed incomes, are tragically unprotected agai~st ~1e ravages of risiri~s, 

"It is \vrong that millions of elderly .7\rrericans are priced out of the 

hare buying market and m: forced to live in sanetirres cro.vded, shabby and 

unhealthy conditions. 

"It is \vrong that our society sharrefully short-changes those \vho in 

their prooucti ve years have contributed so much to our society. And the tirre 

for change is no.v. I propc:se a new deal for the elderly citizens of our Nation.:,:._ 

Hl.ll'Tphrey called for increases in the Old Age Assistance program to 

Federally-funded levels of $165 a month for a single individual and $215 for 

a couple, \•lhich he said \·lould lift 5.4 miliion elderly an:1 more than 1.5 million 



Elderly Americans make up ten per cent of ti1e lJation's population , he 
said, but they acc0ill1t for 25 per cent of the Nation's poor. 

"The increases I pronose \vill rrean that no elderly American Hill be 
forced to live belo.·l ti1e officially designated poverty line." 

To protect the elderly against rising prices, IIumrhrey called for a 25 
per cent increase in Social Security benefits, \vith a minimum $100 a rronth 
provision, and a cost of living ~tlL:ux escalator for pennanent inflation protect ion. 

In addition, he proposed these Social Security m reforms: _ -
StruV~L~ ~ --Introduction of one-ti1ird general treasury financing of ~ 

system, instead of the present 50 per cent contributions by errployees and 
efll)loyers, \vhich he said 'vould cut the payroll tax workers no.v pay by two-
thirds,~ saving them an _average of $175 a year. 

--Increasing from $1,680 to $3,000 the amount older Americans can earn 
before b,eir benefits are reduced. 

--RH:- Equalizing benefits for both husbands and \·Jives \v:ith the benefit 
need level of single individuals~ so that counles ~not ~m~ resort-

to divorce ~ to obtain higher henefi ts. 
-O.(__a s~ --Payrrent of 100 per ce~efits to \v:ido.vs and 'vido.vers, instead of the 

present 82 per cent. 

To rreet the health needs not only of the ~ elderly, bu t of all American!f, 
v Humphrey called for enactment of a Canprehehsnvie National Ileal th Security Program. 

But rreanwhile, he said, "we must act to reform the r1edicare system \vhich 
~.·1 sa says to the elderl~ He will recognize sorre of your needs, but not 
enough.Z. to ~>lqJ&UK assure you of gocd access to all your health needs." 

~1e full cost of "I have introduced legislation to in~,.Prescr )ption drugs, one of the 
~highest health care costs of the elderly, ~under the f'.~dicare program,...., . 
he said. 

"Why should a;dicare pick up only part of the costs of staying healthy? 
And \vhy should anyone be unable to afford the rredicine a physician prescribes ?" 



. .. 

IIurrphrey also called for: 

J..1A canprehensive Hane Health Care Progrqam under fEdicare. "There is no 

r eason the elderly should be forced to go to a hospital and clinic for every 
v -

illness. l Care shruld be available \mere they alri:ma live)" [u_ ~ · 

--Elimination of the requirement ti1at the elderly pay the first $50 

for rredical expenses 'll!Yler surrlementary rredical insurance. 

--Elimination of the insurance ~ flf~ premium for doctors insurance. 

=--Freezing of the rosts of the patient's share of hospital payrrents. 

has care for 

said. 

"As Franklin Roosevelt once said: 'The test of our progress is not 

\'lhether \ve add more to the al:lundance of those \vho have much; it is \'lheti1er \>Je provide 

enought for thos e \'lho have too little.'" 



Attached 1& a senio~ eit~ens speech for your appearanee at Vill~ Park 
/ 

Elderly Americans which is the lead of the press release. Po~tions of 
\ . 

in the next fw days. 

f 

/ 
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Q0\34~ 

IT'S HIGH TIME THAT JUSTICE BE DONE TO P~ERICA's 

MOST NEGLECTED MIHGRI1Y. 

IT'S HIGH TIME. THAT JUSTICE iE DONE TO YOU Afft 

TO THE TWENTY MILLION OTHER SENIOR CifiZENS OF THE 

Urn TEO STATES. 

You HAVE CONTRIBU~cD GREATLY TO !\MERICA. 

You f;t.UST flOT .... _ YOU SHOULD NOT -- BE FORGOTTEN 

IN YOUR RETIREMENT. 

You HAV£ .bUILT THIS MAGUIFICENT .~F:ERICA OF OURS -

ITS CITIES., ITS PUBLIC BUILDINGS,. ITS HIGH"rrAYS.t LTS 

CULTURAL MONUMENTS, 

YET TOO OFTEN YOU ARE TREAT£1> AS STRANGERS !N 



YOUR OWfl COUNTRY. 00\345 

OURS IS A YOUTn-OR I ENP:.....D riA T I ON. i 00 NOT CC-MPLA Hi 

OF THAT" 

BUT THERE SrtOULD BE -- THERE HUST 2£ -- RESPECT FOR 

AGE AUD EXPERIENCE AS WELL. 

WHY ARE OLDER !lJiER I CfcJ{S SO OFTEN FORGOTTEti? 

THE GREASE~ 

IT ~AY liE THAT YOU EU)ER PJU!RICANS HAVE JUST BEE:tl 

TOO DECEf'T J TOO L.ONG-SUFFE.RING1 TOO SOFT-SPOKEJ: FOR YOUR 

OWH C-QOD. 

BoT tlHEN IT COMES R!GHT DOWM TO IT, I \t!OUL.Dti 1T FOR THE 

WORLD \<!.ANT YOU ANY OiliER WAY. 
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~ . . 

l>UT PRECISELY BEC~.USE YOU DQ MOT RAISE YOUR VOICE;$., 

THE REST OF US ot-:E IT TO YOU TO L 1 STEM MORE CARErUi..L Y TO 

i'fHA T YOU SAY -.... AND TO HEED IT, 

Tt~.AT 1 s Wl-l.AT I HAVE TRIED TO DO.; AS P.,AYOR, AS St:NATOR, 

AS VICE PnES I DENT, AND ti0¥1 AS A CANDIDATE FOR THE HIGHEST 

OFFICE IN THE LAND, 

You HAVE TOLD NE ...,_ i!!J\NY OF YOU -- ABCUT YOUR 

STRUGGLES IN HAKING Et~.OS MEET,. 

TH£ FIGURES TELL THE STORY. SOME 5.4 KilLION OLDER 

A.MERJCANS L.lVf IN POVERTY • l:HJ...IOlfS MORE LIVE PRECARIOUSLY 

JUST ABOVE IT. 
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DURING THE PAST THREE YEARS OF THlS NIXON fiDMHHSTRAIIOH, 

THE RJUiKS OF THE ELDERLY PC:OR P.AVE S~!ELLED BY 100,000. 

Atn> EVEh STATISTICS LIKE THESE DON 1 T REFLECT THE 

REAL TRAGEDIES OF POVERTY ~~ iLL-HEALTH, MEAGER DIETS, 

SP.ODDY APARTH tiTS., THE FEAR Of BEING A CRIMt: VlCTIM1 

TrlE SHEER l,.CUELINESSt 

THERE
1 S iiOTHHiG HYSTERICUS ABOUT TH£ REHEDY FOR 

FoR MOST OF : tNER! CA' s ~E.I.JlE~tllt TIZENs,. THAT MEAf4S 
1\ 

YDRE ADEQUATE SOCIAL SECURITY. 

SUBSIS11UG Ot'i A MERE PITTAUCE, 



-..,.. ;;, - 0 0 \ 3 4 8 

i~OREOVER, EVEU TJ4.AT PITTANCE IS EATEti A?tAY 1 t\ONTH 

I WANT TO REFORN AND LIBERALIZE C•UR OBSOLESCENT 

SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEt~ . 

flRST AND FORBJ.OST1 l PROPOSE AN IMM£D!ATE 25% 

BOOST IN SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS -- WITH A $100 HHaf>tuM, 

THAT LOOKs LIKE sn~PLE Jusrtcr To gE, Doesu'r IT 

To vou? 

1 PROPOSE A COST-OF-liVIti6 ESCAlATOR iO KEEP BENEFITS 

ABREAST WITH TUi: HARCH OF INFLATION. 

IT TO YOU TOO? 
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THtRD1 I PROPOSE THAT ONE~THIPJD OF THE COST OF 

SociAL SECURITY SE H::T FROti THE FEDERAL. TREASURY, NeT BY 

THE REGRESSIVE PAYROLl TAX. - -

FoURTH,.. I PROPOSE RA IS 1 fiG FROf'-1 $1680 TC $8000 THE 

AHOUf-tT A MAN OR WONAH CAN EARN BEFORE zEUE~!TS ARE RE.ilUCED, 

riFTH., I INSIST THAT BEf'Ef'lTS MUST NOT BE REDUCED 

WHEfi T'riO OlDER i~l~ERICANS SHOOSE TO GET HARRIED -- HOR 

MUST A rARRIED COUPlE Se COtPELLED TO RESORT TO DIVORCE 

TO KE£P FINANCIALLY ft~OVE WATER. 

SHOUUJ RECEIVE AttYTH I NG LESS THAN 100% OF H 1 S OR HER 

SPOUS 's BEUEFITSi To PROVIDE Ot~lY 82 1/il:., AS AT 
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PRESENT~ SE~~S TO ME GROSSLY UNFAIR. DOESN 1T JT TO YOU? 

PLS01 I WILL SOON OFFER LEGISLATION TO INCREASE 

EUlERLY At~1ER I CANS OUT OF POVERTY, 

filL THIS AGAIN LOOKS TO ME LIKE SIMPLE JUSTICE TO A 

MOST DESERVING GROUP OF ~Y.ERICANS. 

DoESN'T IT TO YOU AS WELL? 

HHY SHOULD THERE BE ~OlDER f~ERICANS IN THIS 

AFFLUENT AftERICA 0~ OURS liVING IN POVERTY -~ A~Y MORE 

THAN CHI LDRft~ SHOUUl GO HUNGRY? 

WE SHOULD r~KE IT A ~~TTER OF NATlONAl POLICY THAT 

BOTH OUR YOUNGEST AND OUR OLDEST J'J'iER l CANS -- INDEED., ALL 

. f~1ERICANS ~- LIVE DECENTLY. 
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jusT AS OLDER f~'iERICAHS SUFFER FAR MORE Tt~N THEIR 

SHARE OF POVERTY; SO ALSO THEY SUFFER FAR MORE THAN 

THEIR SHARE OF ILLNESS, 

f'i£DlCARE -- FOR NHICH I FOUGHT IN THE StNATt THROUGHOUT 

MANY., ~.ANY LOitG YEARS -- HAS BEEN A GREAT BLESS HiG, BUT 

EXPERIENCE SHOt!$ THAT iT DOESN'T GO FAR ENOUGH. 

HERE IS HOW I PROPOSE TO HAKE f·1EDICARE EVEN MORE 

MEANINGFUL TO ALL OF YOU, 

FIRST., 1 HAVE I NTRQDUCED lEGiSLATION TO HAVE !~ED I CARE 

PAY THE FULL CCST OF YOUR PRESCRIPTION DURGS 1 YOUR EYEGLASSES 

AND YOUR HEAR IUG 1\IDS a 



00\352 

I THlNK f1ED!CARE SHOULD GO ALL THE WAY 1 NOT JUST PART 

OF THE WAY1 TO UNDERWRITE THE HEALTH COSTS OF THE ELDERLY. 

AND WHY SHOULD ANY OF YOU SEE THE DoCTORs THEN Be 

UNABL.£ TO AFFORD THE HE.DtCINE HE PRESCRIBES? 

1 THINK THAT's WRONG-- DEAD WRONG. DoN'TYOU? 

Se:corm, I PROPOSE THE ELIMINATION OF THE $50 DEDUCTIBLE 

FOR SUPPL-ENENTARY f·U:D I CAL. 1 NSURANCE, 

THE ihXON ~JJHUHSTRATIOli 1\CTUAU..Y ~!ANTS TO INCREASE 

THIS CHARGE, 

I SAY THAT'$ GROSSLY UNFAIR. DoN 1 T YOU? 

THIRD., I WANT TO EliMINATE THE PREMIUJ1 YOU Not-/ HAVE 

TO PAY FOR DOCTORS' INSURANCE. 
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THESE ARE NE£D!D REFORMS I HAVE DESCRinED, Bur THEY 

STILL LEAVE f':EJHCARE.., IN MY OPINION., WiTH J MAJOR SHO~TCOMING, 

tiNDER f·i ED I C.,A;RE., THERE IS TOO MUCH ~HAS IS UPON 

HOSPITALIZATION, 

UNDER / f-1ED I CARE., THERE ! S £VERY I NDUCEt·~ENT To GO TO 

THE HOSPITAL -- EVEN THOUGH TH£ TREATMENT REQUIRED COULD 

BETTI!R f!AVE BEEN GIVEN IN HEALTH CENTERS OR P.i HOME, 

I 

J THEREFOR£., 1 HAVE JUST INTRODUCED LEGISLATION TO 

ESTABLISH Hot-11!: HEALTH SERVICES f"OR ELDERLY 1\HERICAflS. 

MY PROPOSED NEW PROGRAM DOES NOT FOCUS ON CRITICAL 

AND ACUTE ILU1ESSES.., \'IHICH "!OULD STILL RE~'UII~E HOSPITALIZATION, 

/ 



IT FOCUSSES PJ\THER ON PBEV£NTIYE MEDICtN£ -- THE 

SERVICES WHICH · ~ ILL FORESTALL ILLNESS AND KEEP PEOPLE IN 

GOOlJ HEALTH IN THE 1 F< Hm~u;s AND THEIR CO~J.lUN iT I ES • 

AccORPINGLY., t-w HoME HEALTH CARE PROGRAM PROVIDES FOFl: 

* THE FUND I NG AND SElT I NG UP OF COf'MUN I TV HEALTH CI!NTERS, 

• THE ESTABLISHHENT OF A HOME HEALTH CP..RE SYSTEl-1 --

BRINGlfiG TO THE HOf1ES AHD P.PARTrU~NTS OF ELDERLY ~J.1ERICANS 

THE nEst IN MODERN MEDICAL SERVICES: PHYSICIANS~ NURSES" 

PHYSIOTHERAPISTS, AUDIOLOGISTS1 SPEECH THE:RAPISTS1 AriD 

NUTRITIONISTS, 

THESE SERV!C£S WOULD BE FINANCED 90% BY THE FEDERAL 

GCVERNMENT1 101 BY THE STAT S. 
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Q0\355 
IT rV\ Y BE -- AlTHOUGH THIS IS HOT OUR PR I f~E OBJECT ...... 

THAT ¥lE WOULD WIND UP ACTUALLY SAVING MONEY • 

OVER T\'{0-TH IRDS OF OUR PRESENT r~~£DICARE EXPENIHTURES 
i 

: 
' t 
1 
I 
' 

GO FOR HOSPITALIZATION AND NURSING HOME CAR£, 
I 
l 

i 
I 
i 

I IT COULD BE THAT., IF WE HAVE THIS SYSTEM OF HOME 

l 
HEALTH CARE I 1 VE PROPOSED1 HANY OF OUR EUlER At;1ERICANS 

I 
l \ l 

WHO NOW WIND UP IN HOSPITAlS COULD HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFULLY 

f 
i 
I iREATED BEFORE THEIR tlLNESStS BECAME CRITICAL. 
f 

! YEs~ THE TIME HAS COM£ TO STOP PENALIZING OUR FELLOW-

I 
J 

J 
E AMERICANS WHEN THEY GROW OLD AND WHEN THEY GET SICK. 
t 
I 
~ 

I WE NEED ACTION NOW ON ALL THESE FRONTS: INCREASED 

t' 

SOCIAL SECURITY, INCREASED OLD AGE ASSISTANCE, MORE 
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00 I 356 
ADEQUATE HEDICAL SERVICES, 

BuT, TO SECURE ALl THESE THINGS1 WE NEED A PRESIDENT 

WHO WILL STAND UP AND SAY: 

~I'M GOING TO SET ALL THESE THlNes TO RIGHTS, I'M 

GOING TO ASK THE CONGRESS AND iHE NATION TO JOIN \'!ITH ME IN 

DOING JUSTICE TO THE ELDERLY CITIZENS OF ANERICA, 11 

THIS YEAR YOU CAN HELP ELECT THAT KIND OF PRESIDENT. 

YOUR FUTURE IS IN YOUR HANDS -- AND IN YOUR VOTEs. 

lNCIDENTALLY1 HOW MANY OF YOU ARE GOING TO VOTE 

TUESDAY --JUST RAISE YOUR HANDS! 
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