
FOR RELBASE: 8 p.m., Saturday Barch 11 

~OiJ'l'AC1': Jack ~ !cDonald 

HUJ: iPIIREY URGES PRESIDENT 

TO \JORK OUT ETIUJIC, CULTURAL 

LXCHl\NGE 'i JI'l'H SOVIETS 

rUNII -- Senator Hubc -~ t: II. Humphrey today urged the President 

to intercede on behalf of Soviet Jewry during his forthcoming trip to 

rioscov1 and to \'lork out a program for ethnic cultural exchange among 

minority groups \'lith sizeable popul -1ticns in both the United States 

and the Soviet Union. 

In remarks prepared for delivery at the IE\'llesset Israel 

Synagogue here, Senat.or Humphrey said : 

"As it pe r tains ~o the J·ev :_ sh corrtlntmi. ·cy, this cultural exchange 

must include allowing Soviet JeHish students to study at the great 

Jewish uni vez-si ti.es and seminarieE of tl: e United States and to allow 

Jewish scholars t c tour a n J lecture in the Soviet Union. It should 

also permit the free floVT of Jewish educational, cultural and 

religious supplies from the ]}.merican JeHish coiTlffiunity to the Soviet 

Jewish community. " 

FolloHing are excerp·::: s i::.:om the Se nator 1 s reittarks : 

The drama that is unfolding in e~'2 Soviet Jewish community has 
fired the imagina~ion of p2ople of gc ~d wi ! l of all races and 
religions througho ut t:hc w:::. rld , 'fhere i s a message in the three 
milennia of stzuggle and sur~ival of t~e J e wish people. The · 
message is that \llhile me n ma y be c ; p:o:-c :: s e d by slavery, the urge for 
freedom will persist undiminished a nd that while death may break 
men 1 s bodies, it shall ha•Je no dominion o ver their souls. 

The drama of Soviet ,;ewry is t l:e drama of Je\lish l)istory. It 
is the drama of brave men aHd ~:.rc.'.en demanding to be free. It is 
the drama of faith and hope, the flame of human liberty alive under 
the most ad?erse human circ umstanc es. 

Thre e years ago I was asked Ly leaders of the Je~;·Tish community 

-more -



to intervene on behalf of the Georgian Jev1s during my visit to the 
Soviet Union. I discussed this matter with Premier Kosygin as did 
others. 1\nd the So viet Union finally began to allov1 Georgian Jm'ls 
to emigrate to Israel. 

Hhat can vJ~ do now to assist Soviet Jev1ry? 

First, 111e can raise our voices on their behalf. All Americans of 
good will can join the outpouring of public opinion on behalf of this 
suffe ring remr1ant of martyre d European J e\vry. 

Second, we must assure that e ve ry step is taken to assist Israel 
in the massive task of r Gsettling and absorb ing the historic exodus 
of Soviet Jews who are now reaching its shores. This is not and 
must not become a domestic partisan political issue. I urge all of 
my colleagues j_n the Ser.ate of bo·th parties to join in working 
together to assure the maxinrom aid to Israel, to assist in this 
demanding humanitarian task. 

Third, \ve must assure that every step be taken to insure that those 
Soviet JevJs desirous of leaving Russia be permi ·tted to emigrate 
at once to the nation of their choice. 

In a few months the Pres ident of the United States will be 
visiting the Soviet Union. He will be in an excellent position 
to interce de on behalf of Soviet Jewry. 

Forth, 1:.-Je must take vigorous steps to help assure the cultural and 
r e ligious vitality of this harrasscd and persecuted conununity. The 
venerable Chief Rabbi of IloscovJ died four months ago. J.~O 
adequate r e placement is available, as the Russians have long 
forbidden the teaching of the Jewish religion. Tens of thousands 
of Soviet J ewish youth long to know the ir heritage but qualified 
teachers, books and other educational materials arc rare ly if ever 
available. 

I urge the President to assure that any further cultural 
exchange program arrived at \-J i th the Soviet Union include provisions 
for ethnic cu_tural exchange within each of the several minority 
groups with sizeable population in both the United States and the 
Soviet Union. 

If the Soviet Union is sincere about the detente anu if it 
sincerely wishes to reduce tensions and enhance international goodllill, 
it should consider such an exchange program if it is vigorously -
advocated Ly a President of the United States. 

This, then, is my proposal. It is a call for the 1\merican -people 
and specifically for the Pre side nt of the United States who goes to 
lloscm·l as our spokesman to make the struggle of Soviet Je\.,rry our mv-n 
struggle. 

H H H 
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M E M 0 R A N D U M March 9, 1972 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

Senator Humphrey 

Mark Epstein 

Soviet Jewry Rally, Saturday, March 11. 

You will be speaking at Knesset Israel synagogue--it 

seats 1000 and has great acoustics according to David 

Luchins. The crowd will be a combination of old and 

young. 

In effect, this is a Humphrey rally--the posters are 

already up inside the synagogue. 

David Luchins produced this speech--it is a major state­

ment on Soviet Jews. We need a text so that the speech 

can be heavily publicized before the primary, and then 

used in other states. 

ME/mb 



REMARKS BY SENATOR HUMPHREY 

SOVIET JEWRY RALLY 

MARCH llJ 1972 

MIAMI BEACH 

KNES~ETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 



WE ARE GATHERED TOGETHER TONIGHT TO BEAR WITNESS 

TO ONE OF THE MOST REMARKABLE HUMAN STORIES OF OUR 

TIME. THE DRAMA THAT IS UNFOLDING IN THE SOVIET 

JEWISH COMMUNITY HAS FIRED THE IMAGI NATION OF PEOPLE 

OF GOOD WILL OF ALL RACES AND RELIGIONS THROUGHOUT 

THE WORLD. 

DOES HISTORY KNOW OF ANY PEOPLE SO CONSISTENTLY 

PERSECUTED AND YET SO TENACIOUSLY PERSISTENT IN THE 

AFFIRMATION OF THE HUMAN POTENTIAL? 

THERE IS A MESSAGE IN THESE THREE MILLENIUMS OF 

STRUGGLE AND SURVIVAL OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE. THERE IS 
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A MESSAGE IN THE COUNTLESS MARTYRDOM AND NAMELESS 

VICTIMS. THE MESSAGEJ MY FRIENDSJ IS THAT WHILE 

MEN MAY BE OPPRESSED BY SLAVERYJ THE URGE FOR FREEDOM 

WILL PERSIST UNDIMI NISHED AND THAT WHILE DEATH MAY 

BREAK MEN1 S BODIES) IT SHALL HAVE NO DOMI NION OVER 

THEIR SOULS. 

THIS MESSAGE HAS BEEN REAFFIRMED BY EACH NEW 

CHAPTER OF JEWISH SUFFERING AND TRIUMPH. IT ECHOES 

THROUGH THE PAGES OF YOUR HISTORY, HAUNTING THOSE 

WHO WOULD CRUSH YOUR PEOPLE--AND IT IS STRIKI NGLY 

REAFFIRMED IN OUR GENERATION BOTH BY THE EMERGENCE 

OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL AND BY THE HEROIC STRUGGLE OF 
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SOVIET JEWRY. 

ONLY 30 YEARS AGO SOVIET JEWRY SEEMED DOOMED TO 

DIE THE SLOW DEATH OF ASSIMILATION AND APATHY--TODAY 

ITS CHILDREN PROUDLY DECLARE THEIR JEWISHNESS TO AN 

ADMIRING AND INSPIRED WORLD. 

THE DRAMA OF SOVIET JEWRY IS THE DRAMA OF JEWISH 

HISTORY. IT IS THE DRAMA OF BRAVE MEN AND WOMEN 

DEMANDING TO BE FREE. IT IS THE DRAMA OF FAITH AND 

HOPEJ THE FLAME OF HUMAl LIBERTY ALIVE UNDER THE MOST 

ADVERSE HUMAN CIRCUMSTANCES. 

IT IS THE DRAMA OF THE GEORGIAN JEWS WHO FOR OVER 
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2000 YEARS HAVE KEPT THE TORAH IN A STRANGE LAND 

UNDER THE MOST DIFFICULT OF CONDITIONS. ARMENIAN~ 

COSSACK~ CSAR AND COMMUNIST COULD NOT BREAK THEIR 

SPIRIT OR QUENCH THEIR DESIRE TO LIVE AS JEWS. 

THREE YEARS AGO I WAS ASKED BY LEADERS OF THE 

JEWISH COMMUNITY TO INTERVENE ON BEHALF OF THE GEORGIAN 

JEWS DURI NG MY VISIT TO THE SOVIET UNION. I BROUGHT 

THIS MATTER UP TO PREMIER KOSYGIN AS DID OTHERS AND 

THE SOVIET UNION FINALLY BEGAN TO ALLOW GEORGIAN JEWS 

TO EMIGRATE TO ISRAEL. 

IT IS THE DRAMA OF JEWISH PARENTS RISKING PRISON 
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TERMS TO CIRCUMCISE THEIR SONS. IT IS THE DRAMA OF 

JEWISH TEENAGERS GATHERING OUTSIDE THE MOSCOW SYNAGOGUE 

TO DANCE ON JEWISH HOLIDAYS. IT IS THE DRAMA OF THE 

PEOPLE REFUSING TO SURRENDER THEIR HERITAGE OR BETRAY 

3000 YEARS OF ACCOMPLISHMENT. 

IT IS THE DRAMA OF SYLVIA ZALMANSO WHO IS SICK 

WITH TUBERCULOSIS IN A SOVIET PRISON CAMP. IF SHE 

WILL ONLY RENOUNCE HER DESIRE TO GO TO ISRAEL~ SHE 

WILL BE FREED AT ONCE. BUT SHE REFUSES--AND HOW CAN 

WE DESPAIR OF THE FINAL AND INEVITABILITY OF HUMAN 

FREEDOM IF ONE FRAIL WOMAN CAN STAND UP TO THE GREATEST 

TOTALITARIAN DICTATORSHIP THAT MANKIND HAS EVER KNOWN? 
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THIS IS WHAT WE MAY LEARN FROM THE HEROIC EXAMPLE 

OF SOVIET JEWRY--WHAT~ MY FRIENDS~ CAN WE DO TO HELP 

THEM? 

--FIRST~ WE CAN RAISE OUR VOICES ON THEIR BEHALF. ALL 

AMERICANS OF GOOD WILL MUST JOIN THE OUTPOURING OF 

PUBLIC OPINION ON BEHALF OF THIS SUFFERING REMNANT OF 

MARTYRED EUROPEAN JEWRY. 

--SECOND~ WE MUST ASSURE THAT EVERY STEP IS TAKEN TO 

ASSIST ISRAEL IN THE MASSIVE TASK OF RESETTLING AND 

ABSORBING THE HISTORIC EXODUS OF SOVIET JEWS WHO ARE 

NOW REACHING ITS SHORES. THIS IS NOT AND MUST NOT 

BECOME A DOMESTIC PARTISAN POLITICAL ISSUE. I URGE 
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ALL OF MY COLLEAGUES IN THE SENATE OF BOTH PARTIES 

TO JOI N IN WORKI NG TOGETHER TO ASSURE THE MAXIMUM AID 

TO ISRAELJ TO ASS1ST IN THIS DEMANDING HUMANITARIAN 

TASK. 

--THIRDJ WE MUST ASSURE THAT EVERY STEP BE TAKEN TO 

INSURE THAT THOSE SOVIET JEWS DESIROUS OF LEAVI NG 

RUSSIAJ BE PERMITTED TO EMIGRATE AT ONCE TO THE NATION 

OF THEIR CHOICE. 

IN A FEW MONTHS THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

WILL BE ~!SITI N G THE SOVIET UNION. HE WILL BE IN AN 

EXCELLENT POSITION TO INTERCEDE ON BEHALF OF SOVIET 

JEWRY. ALL AMERICANS MUST UNITE IN URGI NG HIM TO DO SO. 
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--FOURTHJ WE MUST TAKE VIGOROUS STEPS TO HELP ASSURE 

THE CULTURAL AND RELIGIOUS VITALITY OF THIS HARASSED 

AND PERSECUTED COMMUNITY. THE VENERABLE CHIEF RABBI 

OF MOSCOW DIED 4 MONTHS AGO. NO ADEQUATE REPLACEMENT 

IS AVAILABLE AS THE RUSSIANS HAVE LONG FORBIDDEN THE 

TEACHING OF THE JEWISH RELIGION. TENS OF THOUSANDS 

OF SOVIET JEWISH YOUTH LONG TO KNOW THEIR HERITAGE BUT 

QUALIFIED TEACHERSJ BOOKS AND OTHER EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS 

ARE RARELY IF EVER AVAILABLE. 

I URGE THE PRESIDENT TO ASSURE THAT ANY FURTHER 

CULTURAL EXCHANGE PROGRAM ARRIVED AT WITH THE SOVIET 
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UNION INCLUDE PROVISIONS FOR ETHNIC CULTURAL EXCHANGE 

WITHIN EACH OF THE SEVERAL MINORITY GROUPS WITH 

SIZEABLE POPULATION IN BOTH THE UNITED STATES AND 

SOVIET UNION. 

AS FAR AS IT PERTAINS TO THE JEWISH COMMUNITY) THIS 

SHOULD INCLUDE -ALLOWING SOVIET JEWISH STUDENTS TO 

STUDY AT THE GREAT JEWISH UNIVERSITIES AND SEMINARIES 

OF THE UNITED STATES AND TO ALLOW JEWISH SCHOLARS TO 

TOUR AND LECTURE IN THE SOVIET UNION. IT SHOULD ALSO 

PERMIT THE FREE FLOW OF JEWISH EDUCATIONAL) CULTURAL 

AND RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES FROM THE AMERICAN JEWISH 

COMMUNITY TO THE SOVIET JEWISH COMMUNITY. 
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IF THE SOVIET UNION IS SINCERE ABOUT THE DETENTE 

AND IF IT SINCERELY WISHES TO REDUCE TENSIONS AND 

ENHANCE INTERNATIONAL GOODWILL) IT SHALL) I AM SURE) 

CONSIDER SUCH AN EXCHANGE PROGRAM IF IT IS VIGOROUSLY 

ADVOCATED BY A PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

THIS) THEN) IS MY PROPOSAL FOR TONIGHT. IT IS 

A CALL FOR ALL AMERICAN PEOPLE AND SPECIFICALLY FOR 

THE PRESIDENT· OF THE UNITED STATES WHO GOES TO MOSCOW 

AS OUR SPOKESMAN TO MAKE THE STRUGGLE OF SOVIET JEWRY 

OUR OWN STRUGGLE. 

MR. KOSYGINJ WE SHALL NOT BE SILE T AS LONG AS YOUR 

GOVERNMENT DENIES RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL FREEDOM TO 
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MR. KOSYGI NJ WE SHALL NOT BE SILENT As LONG AS 

YOUR GOVERNMENT KEEPS TENS OF THOUSANDS OF JEWS 

VIRTUAL PRISONERS IN A NATION WHICH THEY NO LONGER 

WISH TO LIVE IN. 

MR. KOSYGI NJ WE SHALL NOT BE SILENT AS LONG AS 

YOUR GOVERNMENT HARASSES) JAILSJ AND TORTURES INN OCENT 

MEN AND WOMEN WHOSE 0 LV CRIME IS A REFUSAL TO BETRAY 

A HERITAGE OF 3000 YEARS. 

MR. KOSYGI NJ WE SHALL NOT BE SILENT AS LONG AS 

YOUR GOVERNMENT REFUSES TO LEARN FROM THE MISTAKES AND 

FATE OF OTHERS WHO HAVE TRIED TO DO WHAT YOU ARE DOI NG. 

MR. KOSYGI NJ WE SHALL NOT BE SILENT UNTIL SOVIET 
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JEWRY IS REDEEMED. AND SOVIET JEWRY SHALL BE REDEEMED. 

TODAY THEY WEEP BY THE WATERS OF BABYLON BUT THE DA~ WILL 

COME WHEN THEY SHALL ASCEND TO JERUSALEM IN SONG AND 

TO ZION IN REJOICING. 

THE DAY WILL COME WHEN THE SUFFERING WILL END, 

WHEN THE HARASSMENT WILL STOP, WHEN THE PERSECUTION WILL 

HALT. 

THE DAY WILL COME WHEN THEY WILL STAND IN THE LAND 

OF THEIR FATHERS AND GIVE THANKS TO THE GOD OF THEIR 

FATHERS~ AND FREE MEN EVERYWHERE WILL REJOICE WITH THEM. 
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REMARKS BY SENATOR HUMPHREY - KNESSET ISRAEL SYNAGOOUE - MARCH 11, 1972 8:30 p.m. 

MIAMI, FLORIDA 

We are gathered together tonight tc bear witness to one of the most remarkable 
human stories of our time. The drama that is unfolding i n the Sovi et Jewish 
community has fired the imagination of people of good will of all races and reli gions 
throughou t the world. 

Does history know of any people so consistently persecuted and yet so tenaciously 
persistent in the affirmation of the human potential? 

There is a message in these milleniums of struggle and survivil of the Jewish 
people. There is a message in the countless martyrdom and nameless victims. The 
message, my friends, it that while men may be oppressed by slavery, the urge for 
freedom will persist undiminished and that while death may break men's bodies, it 
shall have no dominion over their souls. 

This message has been reaffirmed by each new chapter of Jewish suffering and 
triumph. It echoes through the pages of your history, haunting those who would 
crush your people--and it is strikingly reaffirmed in our generation both by the 
emergence of the State of Israel and by the heroic struggle of Soviet Jewry. 

Only 30 years ago Soviet Jewry eemed doomed to die the slow death of assimil ­
ation and apathy--today its children proudly declare their Jewishness to an admiring 
and inspired world. 

The drama of Soviet Jewry is the drama of Jewish history. It is the drama of 
brave men and women demanding to be free . It is the drama of faith and hope, the 
flame of human liberty alive under the most adverse human circumstances. 

It is the drama of the Georgian Jews who for over .2000 years have kept the 
Torah in a strange land under the most difficult of conditions. Armenian, Cossack, 
Csar and Communist could not break their spirit or quench their desire to live as 
Jews. 

Three years ago I was asked by leaders of the Jewish community to intervene 
on behalf of the Georgian Jews during my visit to the Soviet Union. I brought this 
matter up to Premier Kosygin as did others and the Soviet Union finally began to 
allow Georgian Jews to emigrate to Israel. 

It is the drama of Jewish parents risking prison terms to circumcis;e their sons. 
It is the drama of Jewish teenagers gathering outside the Moscow Synagogue to dance 
on Jewish hol idays . It is the drama of the people refusing to surrender their 
heritage or betray 3000 years of accomplishment. 

It is the drama of Sylvia Zalmanson who is sick With Tuberculosis in a Soviet 
Prison camp. If she will only renounce her desire to go s o Israel, she will be 
freed at once. But she r efuses --and how can we despair of the finality and 
inevitability of human freedom if one frail woman. can stand up to the greatest 
totalitarian dictatorship that mankind has ever known? 

-
This i s what we y learn from the heroic example of Soviet Jewry--what, my 

friends, can we do to help them? 



--First, we can raise. our voices on their behalf. All Americans of good will must 
J01n the outpouring of public opinion on behalf of this suffering remnant of martyred 
European Jewry. 

--Second, we must assure that every step is taken to assist Israel in the 
massive task of resettling and absorbing the historic exodus of Soviet Jews who 
are now reaching its shores . This is not and must not become a domestic partisan 
political issue. I urge all of my colleagues in the Senate of both parties to join 
in working together to assure the maximun aid to Israel, to assist in this demanding 
humanitarian task . 

--~ird, we must assure that every step be taken to insure that those Soviet 
Jews desirous of leaving Russia, be permitted to emigrate at once to the nation of 
their choice. 

In a few months the President of the United States will be visiting the Soviet 
Union. He will be in an excellent position to intercede on behalf of Soviet Jewry . 
All Americans must unite in urging him to do so. 

--Fourth, we must take vigorous steps to help assure the cultural and religious 
vjtality of this harassed and persecuted community . The venerable Chief Rabbi of 
M scow died 4 months ago. No adequate replacement is available as the Russians have 
1 ng forbidden the teaching of the Jewish religion . Tens of thousands of Soviet Jewish 
youth long to know their heritage but qualified teachers, books and other educational 
materials are rarely if ever available . 

I urge the President to assure that any further cultural exchange program arrived 
at with the Soviet Union include provis ions for ethnic cultural exchange within each 
of the several minority groups with sizeable population in both the United States 
Soviet Union . 

As far as it pertains to the Jewish community·, this should include allowing 
Soviet Jewish students to study at the great Jewish universities and seminaries of 
the United Stat es and to allow Jewish scholars to tour and lecture in the Soviet 
Union . It should also permit the free flow of Jewish educational, cultural and 
religious supplies from t he American Jewish community to the Soviet Jewish community. 

If the Soviet Union is sincere about the detente and if it sincerely wishes to 
reduce tensions and enhance inter national goodwill, it shall, I am sure, consider such 
an exchange program if it is vigorously advocated by a President of the United States . 

This, then, is my proposal for tonight . It is a call for all American people 
and specifically for the President of the United States who goes to Moscow as our 
spokesman to make the struggle of Soviet Jewry. our own struggle . 

Mr . Kosygin, we shall not be silent as long as your government denies religious 
and cultural feeedom to Soviet Jews. 

Mr . Kosygin , we shall not be silent as long as your government keeps tens of 
thousands of Jews virtual prisoners in a nation which they no longer wish to live in . 

Mr . Kosygin, we shall not be silent as long as your government harasses, jails 
and tortures innocent men and women whose only crime is a refusal to betray a 
heritage of 3000 years . 
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Mr. Kosygin, we shall not be silent as long as your government refuses to 

learn from the mistakes and fate of others who have tried to do what you are doing. 

Mr. Kosygin, we shall not be silent until Soviet Jewry is redeemed. And Soviet 
Jewry shall be redeemed. Today they weep by the waters of Babylon but she day will 
come when they 1sha.ll ascend to Jerusalem in song and to Zion in rejoicing. 

The day will come when the suffering will end, when the harassmentwill stop, 
when the persecution will halt. 

The day will come when they will stand in the land of their fathers and give 
thanks to the God of their fathers, and free men everywhere will rejoice with them. 

-- HHH --
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MEMORANDUM March 9, 1972 

. .4·iftrfkp~eln · = 

R!t . Soviet. Jewry Rally, Saturday, March ll* 

. 
seats 1000 and ha3 9reat acoustics aocording to Pavid 

LUchins. The crowd will be a combination of old and 
/l 

I young. 

In effect, thia is a Humphrfty rally--the posters are 

already up inside ~he synaqoque. 

David ~ucbtn produced thia speech--it is a major state-

mant on Soviet Jews.. We need a text so tbat the speech 

can be heavily publicized before the prtmary, And then 

used in other states. 

/ 



RBMARKS BY SENATOR IWMPIIUY 
1 

KNBSSBT ISDE0s~GOGUB 

l ... 



TO ONE OF THE f'llST REIWtKABlE HUMN STORIES OF OUR 

Tlflf.."'THE DRAM THAT: IS IWFOLIHNG IN THE SOV!EI 
~ -
JEWISH COrtruNITY HAS FIRED THE IMAGINATION OF PEOPLE _... ____. __ ...... __ -

OF GOOD WILL OF All PACES AND RELIGICJfS THROUGHOlfT 

THE WORLD. 

L ~ DOES HISTORY KNOW OF ANY PEOPLE so CONSISTENTLY 
I 
\ 

PERSECUTBl AND YET SO TENACIOUSLY PERSISTENT IN THE l ~ 

AFFIRMATION OF THE HUfWf POTE.tfT IAL? 

L THERE IS A I£SSAGE- IN THESE THREE I''IILLEHIUMS OF 

STRUGGLE AND SURVIVAL OF THE JEWISH PEOPU:..L THERE IS 
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A MESSAGE IN THE COUNTLESS MARTYRDOM AND NAJ€LESS 

VICTIMSLTHE II£SSAGEJ PlY FRIENDSt IS THAT lfH[I.£ -

~ -y. BE OPPRESSED-BY SLAVERY.; THE-U~ fOR fREE!lf)ft ·_ 

Will PERSIST UNDIMINISHED AND THAT WHILE DEATH MAY -
BREAK MEN'S BODIES~ IT SHALl HAVE NO DOMINION OVER 

J 

THEIR SOULS •• 

~ THIS I£SSAGE HAS BEEN REAFFIRI£D BY EACH NEW 

CHAPTER OF JEWISH SUFFERING AND TRI~H.~T ECHOES 

THROUGH THE PAGES OF YOUR HISTORY# HAUNTING THOSE 
] 

WHO WOULD CRUSH YOUR PEOPl£--AND IT lS STRIKIHGLY 

REAFFIPIED IN OUR GENERATitm BOTH BY THE EftERGENCE 

OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL AND BY THE HEROIC STRUGG OF 
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SOVIET JEWRY. 

L ONLY 30 YEARS AGo soVIET JEWRY s~ ~ ro 

DIE'" THE. SLOW " DEATH.- OF: AS~IMII..ATiotf AND APATHY--TODAY 

ITS CHILDREN PROUDLY DECLARE THEIR JEWISHNESS ·ro AN --
~~R~G AND INSPIRED WORLD. 

~ DRAMA OF SOVIET JEWRY IS THE DRAMA OF JEWISH 

HISTORY. Ln IS THE DRAI4A oF B~VE rt:11 AND wore 

DEMANDING TO BE FREEl., IT IS THE DRAMA OF FAITH ~tfD 

HOP~ THE F~ OF HUIW4 LIBERTY ~VE UNDER THE MOST 

ADVERSE HU~ CI RCUf•1ST ANCE~ - -
L IT IS THE DRAI'IA OF THE GEORGIAN JEWS WHO FOR OVER 
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2000 YEARS HAVE KEPT THE TORAH IN A STRANGE LAND 

U!tOCR TilE l'lOST DIFFICULT OF CONDIT100&0RI£N!ArL 

COSSACK~ CSAR AND COMMUNIST COULD NOT BREAK THEIR 
~ ---

SPIRIT OR QUERGH-THEIR J£S-IRE TO LIVE AS JEWS. --- -
THREE YEARS AGO 

1 
I WAS ASKED BY LEADERS OF THE 

JEWISH C0~4ITY TO INTERveNE ON BEHALF OF THE .GEORGIAN 

JEWS DURING MY VISIT TO THE SOVIET rn•ION i BROUGHT -
+G~f-

THIS MATTER PREMIER KOSYGIN AS DID OTHERS AND 

THE SOVIET UNION FINALLY BEGAN TO ALLOW GEORGIAN JEWS 

TO EMIGRATE TO ISRAEL • 
.... as::. 

LIT IS THE DIWIA OF JEWISH PARENTS RISKING PRISON 
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TERMS TO CIRCUI1CISE THEIR soos[:r IS THE DRAM OF 

JEWISH TEENAGERS GATHERING OUTSIDE THE MOSCOW SYNAGOGUE 

TO DANCE ON JEWISH HOLIDAYS IT IS THE DRAMA OF THE 
~~~-----~......,..._ -._ 

PEOPLE m!FUSIN6 TO SURRENDER THEIR HERITAGE OR BETRAY 

3000 YEARS OF ACCOMPLISHMENT. 

IT IS THE DRAMA OF SYLVIA ZAU1ANSOH WHO IS SICK -
WITH TUBERCULOSIS IN A SOVIET PRISON CAMP~lF SHE 

WILL ONLY RENOUt~CE HER DESiRE TO GO TO ISRAE~ SHE 

WILL BE FREED AT ONCEL BUT SHE REFUSES--AND HOW CAN -
WE DESPAIR OF THE FINAL AND INEVITABILITY OF HUMAN ' 

FREEOOM IF ONE FRAIL WOMAN CAN STAND UP TO THE GREATEST -
TOTALITARIAN DICTATORSHIP THAT MANKHID HAS ~VER KNOJ«f? -
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!..!HIS IS WIIAT WE MAY lEARN FROM THE HEROIC EXA!1PI.f 

OF SOVIET JEWRY~ Iff FRIENDS, CAN ~DO ~0 H~LP 
---- ~ 

THEM? 

Cd --F~~ WE GAM RAISE OUR VOICES OH THEIR- BfJtAlf,4U.. 

----
AMERICANS OF GOOD WILL KUST JOIN THE OUTPOURING OF 

' 

PUBLIC OPINION ON BEHALF OF THIS SUFFERING REI'IfANT OF 

MARTYRED EUROPEAN JEWRY. 

--SECCIJP~ WE MUST ASSURE THAT EVERY STEP IS TAKEr• TO --
ASSIST ISRAEL IN THE MASSIVE TASK OF RESETTLING AND 

ABSORBING THE HISTORIC EXODUS OF SOVIET JEWS WHO ARE 

-
NOW REACHING ITS SHORES-\ (THIS IS ~T AND J11JST NOT 
~ 

I . BECOI£ A DOPESTIC P61[ISAII POLITICAL ISSUE I URGE 

I .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. ~ . .. ..... . ... . . . ... . .. -... ' . ... ...... ... -~ : . . . . . ' . - . . ,. . .. .. .. ... . ' ' . .· . -·-.· '1.''"''--·.,.. --.. -· 



TO JOIN IN WORKING TOGETHER TO ASSURE THE MAXIMUM AID 

TO ASSIST IN THIS DEMANDING HUMANITARIAN 

~ WE MUST ASSURE THAT EVERY STEP BE TAKEN TO 

INSURE THAT THOSE SOVIET JEWS DESIROUS OF LEAVING 

RUSSIAt BE PERMITTED TO EMIGRATE TO THE NAT I ON 

OF THEIR CHOICE.. ~~ 

[nt A FEW KONTHS THE PRESIDENT oF THE UNITED sr~ 
WI~ BE VISITlNG THE SOVIET UNION~ WILL BE IN AN 

EXCEllEfff POSITIOff TO INTERCEDE ON BEHALF OF SOVIET --
~ALL Alt:RICANS MUST UNITE IN URGING HIM TO DO SO. 

. ;;:;== 
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THE CULTURAL AND RELIGIOUS VITALITY OF THIS HARASSED 

AND PERSECUTED COitlU!I lTV ,l.,rHE VENERABLE g!!lf g I .. 

IS AVAllABLf AS THE RUSSIAffS HAVE LONG FORBIDDEN THE 

Tfl\CHING OF THE J~ISH RELIGION; L!E!s OF THOUSAHDS 

OF SOVIET JEWISH YOUTH Lot•G TO KNOW THEIR HERITA'5 BUT 

QUALIFIED TEAC~;'!J ~S AND OTHER EDUCATIONAL MTERIALS 

ARE RARELY IF EVER AVAILABL£b 

I ~ ,IN-
h. 1 URGE THE PRESIDENT TO ~ THA1_ ANY FURTHER 

CULTURAL EXCHANGE PROGRAM ARRIVED AT WITH THE SOVIET -
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mUON INCLUDE PROVISIONS FOR ETHNIC CULTURAL EXCHANGE 
a L 

WITHIN EACH OF THE SEVERAL MINORITY GROUPS WITH 
..... ---==--

SIZEABLE POPULATIOO IN BOTH THE UNITED STATES AND 

AS FAR AS IT PERTAINS TO THE JEWISH COMMUHITJI THIS 

SHOULD INCLUDE·ALLOWING SOVIET JEWISH STUDENTS TO 

STUDY AT THE GREAT JEWISH UNIVERSITIES AND SEMINARIES 

OF THE UNITED STATES AND TO ALLOW JEWISH SCHOlARS TO 

TOUR AND lECTURE IN THE SOVIET UNHJ.i,6T SHOOI.D ALSO 
- -
PERMIT THE FREE FLOW OF JEWISH EDUCATIONAL/ CULTURAL 

AND RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES FROM THE Af'ERICAN JEWISH 

COJt1UNITY TO THE SOVIET JEWISH Cort1UNITY. 
----
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~ IF THE SOVIET IJNIO!t IS SINCERE ABOUT THE DETENTE 

AND IF IT SINCERELY WISHES TO REDUCE TENSIONS AND 

C!WSIDER SUCH AN EXCHANGE PROGRAM IF IT IS VIGOROUSLY 

ADVOCATED BY A PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

THIS, THEfi,._!S MY PROPOSAL FOR TONIGHT (11 IS 

A CALL FOR All AMERICAN PEOPLE AND SPECIFICALLY FOR 

THE PRES I DENT OF THE ut' ITED STATES WHO GOES TO f'JlSCOW 

AS OUR SPOKESMAN TO MAKE THE STRUGGLE OF SQYIET JEWitY -
OUR OWN STRUGGlE. - W.A.. ~~ ~ 

~ · ~· ~~ 
~JIIR. KOSYGIN, WE SHALL NOT BE SIL.ElfT AS LONG AS YOUR . 

GOVERNJDT DENIES RELIGIOUS AND CUlTURAL FREEDOI'l TO 
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- }~ -
~ JUf; kOSYGINJ. WE SHALL NOT BE SILENT As LOfjG AS 

WISH TO LIVE • 

- , KOSYGIN? WE SHALL NOT BE SILENT AS LONG AS 

YOUR GOVERNf'ENT HARASSES.- JAILS~ AND TORTURES INNOCENT 

f£N AttD WOPEN WHOSE ONLY CRIME IS A REFUSAL TO BETRAY 

A HERITAGE OF 3000 YEARS." 

~~-'r /1.. KOSYG Ill, WE SHALL NOT BE SILENT AS lONG AS 

YOUR GOVERNf£NT RE~SES TO~ FROM THE MISTAKES AND 

FATE OF OTHERS WHO HAVE TRIED TO DO WHAT YOU ARE DOING, -
MR. KOSYGIN~ WE SHALL NOT BE SILENT UNTIL SOVIET 

•. 

•• ;"! - , ......... ,. ,,~, •-,· ·--.-:-~- ___ <l:'""";"':o : ~A~_ ... ,.., ~ ·\ •oioi'I • ••.J ~ . o 0 ' o; , 1_ b..j ~ 1 ;'\ ~.a..:.-... ,"\ "t' 'l"~'- '\ ,•~ 3'\,.• o! lo '' ~ oo - • l ,. • • I · ' L o • I o' .l ' • o - o ;, • •' ' ~ • .. 
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JEWRY IS REDEEI'£D. AND SOVIET JEWRY SHAll BE REDEEJED. 

TODAY THEY WEEP BY THE WATERS OF BABYLON BUT THE DAl Will 

COf£ WHEN THEY SHALL ASCEND TO JERUSALEM IN SONG AND 

TO ZION IN REJOICING* 

~E DAY Ifill COME WHEN THE SUFFERING lfltl END, -, 

WHEN THE HARASSJDT WILL STOP~ WHEN THE PERSECUTION WILL -----) 
HALTt~ 

~E DAY WILL CO!£ WHEN THEY WILL STAIID ni TIIJ: !.AND 

OF THEIR FATHERS AND GIVE THANKS TO THE GOD OF THEIR 

FATH6RS; AND FREE rt:N EVERYWHERE WILL REJOICE WITH TH91. 



, 

We are gathered together tonite to bear witness to one of the 

most remarkable human stories of our time. The drama that is 

unfolding in the ' soviet Jewish community has fired the imagination 

of people of good will of all races and religions throughout the 

wrold. 

( 

Does history know ~f any people so consistently persecuted and yet 

~8£ history kpo~ of any eegaJ~ so tenaciously persistent in the • affirmation of the human petential. ( '" -~~~· 
struggle and ~~~eMi~~ 

+h~ ("]_ 
There is a message in tas88e theee milennium of 

~'-' IW l., "' '-" 
countless martyrdom and nameless victimfs. There is a message in the 

The message, my friends, is that wh~le men rna¥ be oppressed by 

slavery, the urge -for ·freedom will persist undiminished and that 

while death may break men's bodies, it shall have no dominion over 

their s? gztcr ~ <::.V.... \ ~ • 

This message has been reaffirmed by each new chapter of Jewish 

su~fering and triumph. It echoes th~ough the pages of your history. 

haunting those who would crush your ~eople--and it is strikingly 

reaffirmed in our ~ration both by the emergence of the state of 

Israel and by the heroic struggle of Soviet Jewry. 

~> 



Only 30 years ago Jewish children all over Europe were being herded 

into boxcars for transportation to the crematoria of Aushwitz arrd 

~achau. Today, some of these same children dance in the shadow 

of the temple wall in the ,l(nited .f\ree Jerusalem. 
/ 

Only twenty years ago Soviet Jewryee seemed doomed to die the slow 

death of s~-assimilation and apathy--today its children proudly 

declare their 1ewishness to an admiring and inspired world. ~ 

The drama of Soviet Jewry is ~the drama of Jewish history. 

It is the drama of brave men and women demanding to be feee. It is 

the drama of faith and hope, the flame of human liberty alive under 

the most adverse human sircumstances. 

t'~ It is the drama of the Georg~ Jews who for over .... 2000 years 

have kept the Torah in a strange land under the most difficult of 

conditions. Armenian, Cossack, ~snr and Communist could not break 

--their xE. spirit or quench their desire to 1 i ve as Jews. fl J SCI s 

M. tP? ' 
~ari I was asked by leaders mf the Jewish community to intervene 

on behalf of the Georgian Jews during my visit to the Soviet Union. 

I brought this matter up to Premier ~osygin as did other~~&wicdii 

~zts l8s88~W and the Soviet Union finally began to allow Georgian 

Jews to emigrate to Israei. 

It is the drama of Jewish pare~ts risking prison terms to circumcise 



3 

their sons. It is the drama of Jewish teenagers gathering outside 

the Moscow synagogue to dance on J~wish holidays. It is the drama 

of the people refusing to surrender their heritage or betray 3000 

years of accomplishment. 

Iii is the drmaa of ~X¥X Sylvia Zalmanson who is sick with tuberculosis 
r 

in a Soviet prison camp. If she will onl¥rsenounce her deisre 

to go to Israel, she will be freed at once. But she refuses--

and how can we despair of the final and enevibility of human 

.~ 
freedom if one fra1.l :if: 1: can stand up to the greatest totalitarian 

dictatorship that mankind has ever known? 

This is what we may learn from the heroic example of Soviet Jewry--

what my friends, can we do to help them? 

_,....-First 
/ 

, we can raise our voices on their behalf. All !ericans of 

good will mast join the outpouring of publ{c opinion on behalf of 

this suffering remnamt of martyred Europena Jewry. 

~ Second~ , we must assure that every step ts taken to assist Israel 

in the massive task of reseetl!ng and absorbing the historic exodus 

of Soveet Jews who are kEE now reaching its shores. This ispot and 

mast not become a domestic partisan political issue. I urge all of 

my colleagues in the Senate of both parties to join in working to~ether 

to assure the maEimun aid to Israel, to assist in thes demanding 

humanitarian task. 



.-• Thir , we must assure that every step be taken to insure that 

those Soviet Jews desirous of leaying Rassia, be permitted to 

emigrate at once to the nation of their choice. 

In a few months the President of the United States will be visiting 

the Soviet Union. He will be in an excellent position to intercede 

on behalf of Soveet Jewry. ~\l ~t~ ~r- ~t<- t""-~l"'j VJM 
,.._.> ~ ~ ':)() . 

xu him 

so that understand that we 

speak XEIXXXX 

Mr. Presidnet, the easing of world 

tensioss, I welcome you to Moscow. I urge you to 

take advantage to help the Jews of the 

Soviet Union. I urge advocate and to 'convey to 

Soviet Leaders the c Americans and people of 

good ority .which faces discrirnina­

tion nted from perpetuating its 

religious heritage. Nearly finest young 

people n Soviet prison camps because they to live as 

Jews. to emigrate are harassed. 

succeed in departing, it is only after months 

deprivation. 
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I urge you to elp free Jewish prisoners 

of conscience s achieve the fundamental right 

to live as Jews and elsewhere if 

they so wish. 

-- Ai:M~ we must take vigorous steps to help assure the cultural and 

\ 

religious vitality of this harrassed an~ersecuted communtiy. The 

vnerable .,.,;i 'hief 4abbi of Moscow :klftf:ed @I:Z?¥ 4 months ago. No 

adequete replacement ms available. as the Russians have ong forbidden 

the teaching of the Jewish religion. Tens of thou~ands of Soviet 

Jewish youth long to know their heritage but qualified teachers, 

books and other educational materials are rearely if ever availbble . 

.,.;useiliOinln I ... ~,g,.~:o the Presiden~t any further 

cultural exchange program arrived at with the Soviet Union inc·lude 

provisions for ethnic cultural exchange within each of the several 

minority groups with sizeable population in both the United States 

and the Soviet Union. 

As far as it pertains to the Jewish community, this•M&st include: 

allowing Soviet Jewish students to study at the great Jewish 

Universities and semanaries RENx±~x of the United Staes and to 

allow American x~~mx Jewish scholars to tour and lecture in 



Soviet Union. 

Allowing the free flow of Jewish educational, cultural and 

religious supplies from the American Jewish community to 

the Soviet Jewish community. 

If the Soviet Union is sincere about the detente and if it sincerely 

wishes to reduce tensions and enhance international goodwill, it 

shall, I am sure, consider such an exchange program if it is ~igorously 

advocated by a Presidnet a~ the United Staes. 

This, then, is my proposal for tonite. It is a call for all AmEiican 

people and specifically for the Pres fo the United Staes who goes 

to ·Moscow as our spokesman· to make the struggle of Soviet Jewry sl~ 
own .struggle. 

Mr. Kosygin, we whall not be silent.as long as your government demies 

religious and cultural freedom to millions of its citizens. 

ltllllllllltll 

keeps tens of thousands of Jews Ef virtual prisoners in a nation which 

they no longer wish to live in. 

Mr.----------

Harasses, jails, and tortures innocent men and women whose only crime 

is a refusal to betray a heritage of 3000 ~aars. 

Mr--------gove re~uses to learn form the mistakes and fate of others 

who have tried to do what you are doing. 

Mr. K, we shall not be silent until Soviet Jewry is redeemed. 



And Soviet Jewry shall be redeemed. Today they weep by the waters 

of Baby&on but the day will come when they shall ascend to Jersalem 

in song and to~on in rejoicing. 

The¥ day will come when the suffering will end, when the har~ssment 

will stop, when the persecution willhalt 

The day will come when they will stand inthe land of their fathers 

and give thanks to the God of their of their fathers. and free men 

eferywhere will- rejoice with them. 
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