
March 20, 1972 

MEMORANDUM 

TO '. : SENATOR 

FROM: DAN 

SUBJECT: FARM APPEARANCES & Speeches 

John Wefald sent us a farm speech this morning. The attached pages 

are excerpted from a very long speech. The material I have sent 

along is concerned with the plight of the family farm in Wisconsin 

and around the nation. He has some very good figures--see page 4. 

You can use this material at your NFU and NFO appearances today along 

with the mther material we have provided. 



LI GHTS ARE GO ii ~G OUT ALL OV -R RURAL Af 1ERICA ~ fiORt 

T A 21000 LI GHTS HE''T OUT FOREVER IN YOUR P.URA.L HISCDr SI;J 

LAST YEAR~ AS THEY PAVE EACH OF THE P1~ST FIVE YEARS 1 EACH 

LI G ~ T EXT! ~GU I S iED REPR SEi TS A FAr ~ ILY FP.Rf: I ~G OPERATI Of' 

T AT AS PASSED FRGr·: THE A~1ER I CN~ SCE" E 1 

I ·~ JUST T E PAST DECADE ~H SCO~SH' HAS LOST !''EARLY O·'E 

FIFT OF THE FP .. 1I LY FARf':S ~ BUT THE PROB LEr I Si'~ ' T C 01~F I lD 

TO WISCO SI 1 T E SA~E THING IS HAPPE ING ALL 1£ROSS OU 

. ATIO L IT ADDS UP TO At'J P~P PALLI ~G LOSS 1 THE URAL OUT-

f1I ,RATI O A HUALLY IS FAR NORE DEVASTATr G TO THE NATI O 11 S 

TOTAL SOCU;L I~ D ECONor: I C \1\1 1 RO. !1Ei~T THAI' \:JE .E THE JREAT 

D PR ss I o r~ M DUST BOVJL TRAGED IES OF sor~E 40 YEA! .S /\GO I 
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EVERY SIX FARr·~ F~J·iiLIES ~JE LO E FRDr' ,URAL AfiER ICA 

TOPPLES STILL Ai 'OT ECOi 'OfiiC DOi I ~o ~ 0 E sr~P.LL Bu I ISS . 

T IAT IS T E EPS01· FOR T ~ Ef1PTY BUS II'ESS BU ILD I 'GS 1 TH 

Dlf: r ISHii 'G sE vrcEs P, m r E ·vRoc • TI .,.G r~.oPERT ' TP.XES 

H 1 
10ST OF ouR RURA.L cor~r'!u; I TIES . 

DESP IT T .E S OCKI"'G LOSS THAT ,\URAL Af1lPICA HftS 

AL DY EXPERIEI CED1 T 1E PE SE JT ADrfO I ISTRP.T IOr 'S FARr~ 

SPO ESfvtL\i iAS BLATJ.\. TLY TOLD S T AT IT IS ,o r~G TO GET 

\40RSE BEFORE IT GETS B TTER1 AJ iD PERFOR 'M CE A WELL S 

STATEf'·1Ei T r ~ DICAT S CLE:.P.RLY THAT THE 1UXON ADr~ n IST RATI OfJ 

AS ·~m·E A''D INTE' DS , 0 EFFECT! 'E f·JEH PROGRAf1 TO STOP OR 

EVEiJ RET/\RD T IS DEVASTP.TirlG EROSIO· I 
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I'· JUST Tl E PAST DECADE) L~D I S A';D GE ·HLEr,':Ei J OUR 

NATI Of· HAS LOST 730)000 F fJLY F RfH :5 OPER~.T I O"S--r;O E THA,J 

01 E FOURT i OF T E TOTAL :JUr1TIE . OF FAR!'1S ¥1E HAD I r~ 1963 ~ 

T 1AT REPP.ESE1'TS TH OUT-MI GRATI Oi' OF OVER r·ULLi m PEOPL 

FROf1 RURAL Af11ER ICA I I I THE LOSS OF SOfqE 76)000 FULLTI ~·E 

sr~1ALL bUS H ESSES I' THE RURAL COt-1r1Ui~ ITI ES 1 

AS TERRIBLE AS THAT R CORD IS FGR THE PAST TEiJ YEP.RSJ 

EARL BUTZ H S TOLD US TO EXPECT Af E E1; GREP.TER LOSS FOR. 

RU L Ar1ER I CA II~ THE ··J xT EI GHT YEARS I I • r .AT HE \H LL HAVE 

LESS T f . 2 FILLI OI' OF THE PRESEI T 2J 31)000 FARi~S BY 19 0 ~ 

IF HIS FORECAST IS ALLO\!ED TO COf·~ - TRUE J T lAT 11E~. ~S ~.-mTHER 
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1/2 iH LLI 01~ FAR~~ PEOPLE HILL E FORCED OUT OF 

RU RAL Af.~-R I CA II TO TH- OVERCROv:DED URBArl COf:r·mi ITI ES •• , 

N A CDr·1PAi'J IO'l LOSS OF AI~OT I\ 13 ~ ) 500 SfVA LL B SI lESS~S . 

HOW HAS \'ISCO SI ~ FARED? YOU ·~mJ HAV 10 JOOO FArH LY 

FAR!1Ii-JG OPERATI O S, T AT REPRESEIJTS P. LOSS I J TI-' E L~ST DECADE 

OF 2 JOOO F f.U LI ES--91)00 PEOPLE--26)400 FU LLT Hr>E FARf·~ JOBS 

••• A D 3)667 S ~'tP, LL BUS I ·! ESSES . "I1 R, BL'TZ FIGUI ES YOU ' LL 

LOSE r~1UCH f·~OR T A1i T AT DURI 11G THE i EXT EIG .T YEP.RS , HE 

CALLS IT ATURAL PROr::Rr"·ss J EL Hfj l i~AT l i G T 'E I EFF ICIE T FARr 

OPERATORS . KXKXKKXXIIX ~~ RKKY.R HNRKX&~XK~I~IW~XIXEXIKK 

I KRRifii K IXRAR~XMRK l IS S 'GGESTED REf·1EDY IS FOR FA f·l·\S 
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TO "ADAPT OR DIE." PO LI CIES OF T'E PRESE T ADr iNISTRATI Ol 

ARE FORC I ~G FAR~1ERS OFF THE LAim . • • sr~1ALL TOvJ~i BUS I NESSfv1EN 

ARE CLOS ING UP ••• COf.1f'·1UN ITI ES ARE FAD ING II'HO THE 'JIGHT. 

HHH 



T'i!Ji 2 .. 000 LIGHTS WEJIT OUT FORt\IER Iti YOUR RUP.~L HISCOt'iSHt 

LriST YEAR, AS THEY HAVE EACH OF THE PAST FIVE YEARS. EACH 

-1 
LIGhT EXTr.GUISHED fd:PR£S£c~TS A FAHILY FAPJ:L~G OPERA Tim: 

THAT itl\S PASSED FRO!; THE "\.I.JCA!i SCB'E, 

Ir JUST THE PfoST DECi\DE iiiSCONSHt HAS LOST UEA~LY t11iE 

FIFTr OF THE Fftl~HLY FA~.MS. BL'T THE PROBLD ~ !Sit'T CfliF[iED 

HE RURAL mrr-
.. . ---·--

:aGRKfiO:t ANMUALLY IS fAR /OPE DEVASTATI 16 TO THE HATIO:f'S. 

DEPRESSIOi' ~lUi DUST BOWL TRAGEDIES oc SO~ itO YtARS !\GO. 
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~EVERY SIX FARf. F/l.HIUES IE LOSE FROH RURAL /1/"' .... RICA 

TOPPLES STill. A.ilOTHER ECONOrHC DO;·=liiO, OUE Sf:t lL BUSU~Ess, 
-

DL :H, ISHIHG SERVICES f!Jm THE SKYROCKET If G PROPERTY TAXES 

Et i~OST OF Ol~R RURJ\L C<W:RU:HTlt.S. 

~~PITE THE SilOCKIMG LOSS Titb.T RU!lJ\l A!£RICA Hft.S 

ALHElillY EXPERIEitCETI1 THE PffSEl'IT Jl.Dfi HSTRPJIOit'S FAR"' 

SPOKE.Sr-l4N HAS BLI\TPJ4Tlt TOU) US THAT IT IS GOI 16 TO GET 

HORSE BEFORE IT GETS b~.l i l:R., Nm PERFOFW/\JKE 1\S riEU, AS 

-~--------------~ ) ~9 .J 

rtAS !lOME MID IUTENDS ;to EFFECTIVE Hal PROGPJ\l~ TO STO~ OR 

.. 
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I:! JUST TilE P;\ST DECADE1 lADIES fdiD GEi:TLEf·tLN.~ OUR 

N!JIOil HAS LOST 730.,000 FAf·~ILY FAPJHi~G OPEfta.TIONS--~~OF£ THt.Jl 

O:lf: FOURTh OF THE TOTAL :m§~ER OF FA~!tS rJE HAD U; 1961 
' 4 

L, Th.l;T :U:Pr£SEN S TilE OL'T-~IGPJTlOi OF OV~~ 3 f',IU.Iml PEO~ 

FROE Rt;P~L AHERICA. , • TBE LOSS OF SO~£ &76~000 FULLTU~£ 

SHALL uLS IUESSES H THE RUPv4L Crt~lrt iTIES, 

(!: TERRIBLE AS THAT P.c.CORD ts FUR TilE PAST m YEI\RS, 

EARL BU1Z HAS TOLD US TO EXPECT Af·! E Jul GPHJE~ Lo._~ FOR 

RUP.AL -~~i:RICA IH THE NEXT EIGHT YEARS, ~ , THAT WE \HLL HAVE 

lESS T nrui 2 f~ILLlOli OF TH£ Pfl:S6~T 2A~31,000 FAR\'S BY 1900~ 
--~~----------------------------~--------' 

IF ttiS FOPJ;CAST IS ALLO\IED TO CONE TRUE., THAT HEfUiS tillOTHER 



oo' ~ss 

/-.2.._ l/2 i'\ILLIOii FMU'. PEOPLE tllLL BE FORCED OUT OF 

hURi\L M'ERICA HHO THE OVERCRmJD n URBA!i COdiliHiiiES • .. 

AiJJ A COHPAfi I Oil LOSS OF ANOTHE~ 138,~500 SrALL BUS IHESSES. 

;___ HOW HAS liiSCOiiSIII FARED? YOU ;«JW HAVE lOO,<lOO FAMLY 

FAlt·HfiG OPERATIO:'S. TI1AT F£P?£SEITS f ;_ LOSS IU TilE lftST DEC-ADE 

OF 22.,000 Fru~ULIES--9l,~C'OO PEOPLE--26.,400 FULLTir£ FARl~ JOBS 

I t 

LOS HUOi MORE THAii THAT DURIHG THE iiEXT EIGt:T Y~~RS, HE 

CALLS IT 1tATUR~L PWJGRESS.~ ELH':nu~Jli~G THE IHEFFICIE1IT FAre~ . -···'~ 
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TO "ADI\PT OR DIEbLICIES OF TilE PRESEJT llf~HiiSTPP.Tim: 

- -
HHH 

• J 
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