March 20, 1972

MEMORANDUM

TO": SENATOR
FROM: DAN

SUBJECT: FARM APPEARANCES & Speeches

John Wefald sent us a farm speech this morning., The attached pages
are excerpted from a very long speech. The material I have sent
along is concerned with the plight of the family farm in Wisconsin
and around the nation, He has some very good figures--see page 4.
You can use this material at your NFU and NFO appearances today along

with the mther material we have provided,



LIGHTS ARE GOING OUT ALL OVER RURAL AMERICA., IORE
THAN 2,000 LIGHTS WENT OUT FOREVER IN YOUR RURAL WISCONSIN
LAST YEAR, AS THEY HAVE EACH OF THE PAST FIVE YEARS, EACH
LIGHT EXTINGUISHED REPRESENTS A FAMILY FARMING OPERATION
THAT HAS PASSED FROM THE AMERICAN SCENE,

IN JUST THE PAST DECADE WISCONSIN HAS LOST WEARLY ONE
FIFTH OF THE FAMILY FARMS, BUT THE PROBLEM ISH'T CONFINED
T0 WISCONSIN, THE SAME THING IS HAPPENING ALL ACROSS OUR
NATION, IT ADDS UP TO AN APPALLING LOSS., THE RURAL OUT-
MIGRATION ANNUALLY IS FAR MORE DEVASTATING TO THE NATION’S
TOTAL SOCIAL AND ECONGMIC ENVIRCNMENT THAN WERE THE GREAT

DEPRESSIGN AND DUST BOWL TRAGEDIES OF SOME 40 YEARS AGO,



EVERY SIX FARM FAMILIES WE LOSE FROM RURAL AMERICA

TOPPLES STILL ANOTHER ECONOMIC DOMIKO, ONE SVALL BUSIHESS,

THAT IS THE REASON FOR THE EMPTY BUSINESS BUILDINGS, THE

DININISHING SERVICES AND THE SKYROCKETING PROPERTY TAMXES

IN [0ST OF OUR RURAL COMMUNITIES,

DESPITE THE SHOCKING LOSS THAT RURAL AFERICA HAS

ALREADY EXPERIENCED, THE PRESENT ADMINISTRATION’S FARM

SPOKESIAN HAS BLATANTLY TOLD US THAT IT IS GOING TO GET

WORSE BEFORE IT GETS BETTER, AND PERFORMANCE AS WELL AS

STATEMENT INDICATES CLEARLY THAT THE NIXOH ADMINISTRATION

HAS NONE AND INTENDS [0 EFFECTIVE NEW PROGRAF TO STOP OR

EVEN RETARD THIS DEVASTATING EROSION.



I JUST THE PAST DECADE, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, OUR

NATION HAS LOST 730,000 FAMILY FARMING OPERATIONS--MORE THAMN
ONE FOURTH OF THE TOTAL NUFMBER OF FARMS WE HAD IN 1963,

THAT REPRESENTS THE OUT-MIGRATION OF OVER 3 MILLION PEOPLE
FROIM RURAL AMERICA, . .THE LOSS OF SOME 676,000 FULLTIME
FARMING JOBS, . AND THE COMPANION LOSS OF SOME 121,700
SPALL BUSINESSES IN THE RURAL COMMUNITIES,

AS TERRIBLE AS THAT RECORD IS FOR THE PAST TEN YEARS,
EARL BUTZ HAS TOLD US TO EXPECT AN EVEN GREATER LOSS FOR
RURAL AMERICA IN THE NEXT EIGHT YEARS. . .THAT WE WILL HAVE
LESS THAN 2 MILLION OF THE PRESENT 2,831,000 FARMS BY 1980,

IF HIS FORECAST IS ALLOWED TO COME TRUE, THAT MEANS ANOTHER



5 1/2 MILLION FARM PEOPLE WILL BE FORCED OUT OF

RURAL AMERICA INTO THE OVERCROWDED URBAN COMMUNITIES, . .

AND A COMPANION LOSS OF ANOTHER 136,500 SMALL BUSINESSES,

HOW HAS WISCONSIN FARED? YOU NOW HAVE 108,000 FANILY

FARMING OPERATIONS., THAT REPRESENTS A LCSS IN THE LAST DECADE

OF 22,000 FANMILIES--91,000 PEOPLE--26,400 FULLTINME FARM JOBS

v o JAND 3,667 SMALL BUSINESSES. MR, BUTZ FIGURES YOU'LL

LOSE FUCH MORE THAN THAT DURING THE NEXT EIGHT YEARS, HE

CALLS IT NATURAL PROGRESS, ELIMINATING THE INEFFICIENT FARM

OPERATORS,  REXERKKSXITXKAXHRAKY RRERREZE Y XEKIMINRXINEXTHE

INKRRIEZEXKXRARKXBRE HIS SUGGESTED REMEDY IS FOR FARMERS



TO “ADAPT OR DIE,” POLICIES OF THE PRESENT ADMINISTRATION
ARE FORCING FARMERS OFF THE LAND., . .SMALL TOWN BUSINESSMEN

ARE CLOSING UP, . ,COMMUNITIES ARE FADING INTO THE NIGHT,
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