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11ARCH 21J 1972 

TO: Senator 

FROt1: Dan S. 

SUBJECT : Appearance at Staughton High School 

We hear from our advance peop le that both s tudents and 
townspeop le will be in the audience in this agricultural 
community. We 've given you a hard- hitting s peech on 
agriculture, and with some good i nformation on the need s 
of young farmers for money and credit so they can overcome 
the economic hurdles of starting a farm. 

The p roperty tax issue is also very i mportant in this 
area. Several surrounding towns hips are involved in a 
taxpayer's revolt and are not sending property taxes to 
Madison. 



REr~t\RKS BY sEr ATOR HUBERT H. Hm~PHREY 

STAUGHTOH HIGH SCHOOL 

STAUGHTO N1 WISCONSIN 

~1ARCH 22 1 1972 



I 'V COf~E TO STAU TOi TODAY TO AS. YOU TO JOH ~· ITH 

~1E I '1 P.. CRUSf,DE TO SA E I RP1 rER ICA. 

I ' VE COf1E TO 1\SK YOUR HELP TO S E THE FAr,, I LY F Rr1. 

I ' VE COf"lE TO .t\SK YO' R HELP TO REPLACE THE SEC ETAR' 

OF AGR ICULTURE EXT r·o tEr~BER-- 1 ' 0 IFS" ANDS OR BUTZ . 

RURAL Af1ERI CA IS T ;E STRt.·- GT OF A~;ER I Cf\.-- IT ' THE 

BACKED ·JE OF T 'E l\·r.T IQ, AI' D TOO r·.ANY EOPLE TA.''E IT FOR. 

GRA ·· TED . 

HITilOUT AGR ICULTUP. JE WOU N 'T HAVE OUR GREP.T CITI S" 

\~E ·~OULDI~ 'T !VE OUR REAT I' DUSTR IES I ~! ITHOUT T' E 

ST/\UGr TOi 'S ~~.dD T: P. R· :oTTS i ~ ~ D n E t~RCAD I S \JE v.ou [·~ ' T 

AVE THE rHU!AUKEES ., THE "P.D I SOi~S Aim THE S PE .IORS . 
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T ERE'S A CRISIS r ~ R RAL Ar'1ERICP. AND IT AFFECTS ALL 

OF US--YOUi G A1 D OLD. 

LI G ;Ts ARE GO I ~~G ouT f\ LL ovER RURAL Af'~ ER I CI\ J r~Y FR I Ei·ms . 

f ~O E HlA,~ 2J 00' LI GI-1TS \'JEi-'T OUT FO. E 'ER IN , URAL 

H ISCO ~S I ~ LAST YEAR AS THEY HtNE I i·J E CH OF Tl-E P~~ST FIVE 

YEA S. 

EACH LI GHT REPRESEt 1TS A FJ'\JI ILY FARH . 

I . JUST THE PAST DECADE \1/ ISCONSII~ HAS LOST f EP,r LY 

O[l ·-FIFT I OF T E FAfHLY FhRMS I BUT THE P RODLEf~ ISi"T 

COf FI ED TO ~JIScm.;sr ·~ . THE S-f1E THli!G IS HAPPEN r~G ALL 

ACROSS OUR PATI O!"' I IT ADDS UP TO A.N pp! LLI I - LOSS I 
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T E RURAL OUT-i·HGRATI OrJ AfUALLY IS FAR f'JO E 

DEVASTATI ; G TO Ti NATI OI ' 'S TOTAL SOCif.L A1m ECO;~or-: I C 

ENVI ROI~f ~E" 1T TH~.N WE E THE GREAT DEPRESS IO'J ~~ 1 DUST BOWL 

TRAGED IES OF sor·~E. 40 YEA \s AGO I 

EVERY SIX El\Rr ~ FAf~ ILIES ~IE LOSE FROr! RURAL A~E .ICA 

TOPPLES ST ILL A ''OTHER ECQ,JQf'1 IC DDr1IN01 ONE S f~ LL BUS I ·, ESS 1 

T AT IS THE I -AS ~ FOR T E Efi PTY BUSl i~ES S BUSI'~ ss BG ILDii GS I 

THE Dlf ll ·' ISli im1 SE ,VICES A·D T S YROCVETI ·G PROPERTY TAXES 

IN f~OST OF OUR RURAL CO!IMUNITI ES . 
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' HSCO~'S l f' ~m' HAS 10 , 000 FAf-:I LY f- Rr1 ING OPERPJ IOI S. 

T AT REPRESE'HS P, LOSS II~ THE Lft.ST D CADE OF 22, 000 FAf'U LI ES 

-- 1, 000 PEOPLE--26, 400 FU LLTi riE FAR:~ JOBS--ft. 'D 3, 667 S~r.A LL 

BUSI'~ESSES . f:m . BUTZ FIGURES YOU ' LL LOSE ~~UC r;ORE THA J 

T' ;p T DUR I lG T E i' EXT EI HT YEARS . HE CALLS IT N .T RAL 

PROG ESS , ELHH -.lATi i~G THE INEFF ICIE'T F .J~ OPE~TO S. HIS 

SUGGEST ·n REr:ED IS FOR FAdviERS TO "ADAPT OR DIE." PO LI CIES 

OF THE PR SEIH AD ~ I ; I ST R.ATI O!~ RE FORC I ' FARr:ERS 0 F THE 

LP1 D ••• sr·lA LL TO~Ii~ Bus r EssnE" J RE cLos ING ur ..• co, lPU!HT I Es 

ARE FAD ING INTO THE NIGHT . 

Trl iS IS A TRAGt.:PY . T:ERE IS :.JO RE.~SOi' FOR THE FArULY FARf'i 

TO D I SAPPEP~R FROi·1 THE F CE OF RURAL A. :EP.ICA . 
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T !ERE IS i 0 REAS01~ FOR T E FAMILY FARr1ER TO E SADDLED 

bY IG IrT REST RATES 1\ ,D If!POSSIBLE r·io TGAG S. 

T IE.\E IS ; 0 REASOi' FOR LmJ PAP ITY 0' DAI Y PRODUCTS . 

IT ' S 0 PERC I T TODAY I IT s 'OULD BE 90 PEl.CE'iT I 

A D r·;Y FRIEf DS Tf ERE IS 0 REASQ;J THAT Tl iE CITIZEt'lS 

OF STAUG ' TOi~ AiD OT -IER TmHJS I '~ ~HSCONS I 1~ HAVE TO BE 

SADDLED H IT~-; PROP .RTY T XES SO ii GH T ~AT THEY SPEED T ,E 

EXODUS FRDr-1 RURAL A 1ERI CA I 

I Af·1 A f1AN OF T-l SOIL . I rWYJ T E PROBLEr·:S YOU F-,CE 

TODAY. I HA 'E Tft . . ' T~1 Ef1 TO TII Hi hHEST LEVELS OF COVE NfiEin . 

HHEi· I CJ\~iE BACK TO THE SEf'"ATE L ST YEA I ,~SKED TU 

sERVE o;1 T l ft.GRICULTU .E cm~r: ITTEE • . EYJ DESI .E THIS ASS I G~r~E · T . 
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APD I VIAS DETE Rf~HED TO BE THE VO ICE OF T E FA "1ILY 

FARr1ER I i T E HALLS OF COIJG ESS BECA SE THE FAr I LY FARf'iER 

S EEi ' FORGOTTEi BY T E iHXO ADiH ~ ISTRATI Dr A D HIS 

LIVELIH OOD IS BE l 'G THREAT . ED BY LARGE CO PO RATE If TERESTS . 

TO T E ' IXOfl ~~DrUN IST RATI O ' J A ·~ER ICft. ~ A -RICULT URE IS I 

THE BOARD ROOf1 OF LSTOI~ PUr l ·~ ,~ . 

BUT TO f'I Ar'IRICM AGR ICULTURE IS RIGHT HE \E Iil DA:'JE 

cou ··nY--PIGJT }lERE I ~ STAUG :TorJ 1IG'i SCHOOL. 

f·~ANY OF YOU HILL H VE TO LEAVE ST UGHTOi ' r.im OTHER 

TOWNS~ IPS I J DArE COUr TY. 

YOU vHLL HAVE TO LEP.Vt BECAUSE THERE RE. 'T E~lOU .,H 

GOOD JOBS FOR YOU . f\[iD IT 'S ALfOST I r~POSSIBLE FOR A YOU !G 

r1 ;· TO GET UP THE :Oi~EY TO STAr~T 1IS m1i ' F R ~ . 
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T E FUTURE FAR~lERS OF Ai~ERI CA ESTH .. 1ATES THERE ARE 

I~EARLY 20 JOO Y ui~G PE PLE WHO WANT TO GO Ii 'TO FAR "I JG 

TODAY BUT CAtJ ' T BECAUSE OF HIGH OPERATI" 'G COSTS AND STRICT 

CREDIT REQU I \EME~TS . 

I D01. ' T TH I ,. , . YOU s; ·auLD BE FORCED OUT OF ST UGH TON . 

YOU SHOULD BE ABLE TO LIVE HERE AND Hf-;VE THAT FARf\1 . 

AND THAT' S ~ HY I ' VE r TRODU CED AND FOU HT FOR A nEVI 

LET ME TELL YOU WHAT IT DOES FOR 10U . 

-- IT PROVIDES LOA;·JS AT LOH RATES OF Ii·1TEREST FOR YOUiiG 

FARf~'lERS H 0 ARE I ··l f'JEED OF CREDIT TO EiHER FARf·1I NG At D CA ·J 'T 

GET IT . 



--IT PROV ID S I" E~ r:iET 'OD OF FI !AI CH G TO PAY FOR THE 

PRESSI NG PUBL IC NE DS OF OUR RUP.AL TmmsHIPS A' D fv1U'HCIPft.LITIES 

-- IT PROV IDES A CR DIT f·:ECH Ai' I Sri TO EI·~COURt-~GE IiJDUSTRIAL 

EXPA SIOi~ Ii' RURJ\L C0f';.1UH TIES . 

PRE~r TI ON ASSISTAJCE . 

$500 f' HLLIO TO HELP OUR FAf: ILY FARf•1S . 

I Arl Ail OPTi f" IST o· R RAL f~E JCA . 

I T'INK RURAL AMER ICA IS GO ING TO GROW . 



I 
' 1 • 

9 

I ·-'ELI EVE YO JiJG PEOPLE HQ[J ' - fi E TO t\B ~1, DO;·.! T E I R 

HDr1 S A1~D T I FARf·iS • 

. ARGA I N I I~G ., A''D 100 PERCE!'T OF PAR ITY FOR OUR FAR:·,1E .. S. 

I PLE GE fWSELF TO DO SO . 

I PLEDG fWSELF TO BEG I P.. daJ DAY FOR ST. UGHTO ~l ., A:,·n 
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I've come to Staughton today to ask you to join with me in a 

crusade to save rural America. 

I've come to ask your help to save the family farm. 

I've come to ask your help to replace the Secretauy of Agriculture 

next November-no ifs, ands or Butz. 

Rural America is the strength of America -it's the backbone of 

the nation and too many people take it for granted. 

Without agriculture we wouldn't have our great cities, we wouldn't 

have our great industries. Without the Stoughtans and the Arnotts 

and the Arcadias we wouldn't have the Milwaukees, the Madisons and 

the Superiors. 

There's a crisis in rural America and it affects all of us -- f ~ J~ 
Lights are going out all over rural America, my friends. 

More than 2,000 lights went out forever in rural Wisconsin last year 

as they have in each of the past five years. 

Each light represents a family farm. 

In just the past decade Wisconsin has lost nearly one fifth of 

the family farms. But the problem isn't confined to Wisconsin. The 

same thing is happening all across our nation. It adds up to an 

appalling loss. [ The rural out-migration annually is far ·more devastating 

to the nation's total social and economic environment than were 

the great Depression and dust bowl tragedies of some 40 years ago. 



Every six farm families we lose from rural America topples 

~ still another economic domino, one small business. That is the 

reason for the empty business buildings, the diminishing services 

" 

J 

and the skyrocketing property taxes in most of our rural communities. 

Wisconsin now has 108,000 family farming operations. That 

represents a loss in the last decade of 22,000 families----91,000 people---

26,400 full time farm jobs----and 3,667 small businesses. Mr. Butz 

figures you'll lose much more than that during the next eight years. 

He calls it natural progress, eliminating the inefficient farm 

operators. His suggested remedy is for farmers to "adapt or die." 

Policies of the present administration are forcing farmers off the 

land ..... Small town businessmen are closing up ..•. Communities 

are fading into the night. 

This is a tragedy. There is no reason for the family farm to 

to disappear from the face of rural America. 

There is no reason for the family farmer to be saddled by 

high interest rates and impossible mortgages. 

There is no reason for low parity on dairy products. It's 80% 

today. It sould be 90%. 

And my friends there is no reason that the citizens of Steughton 

and other towns in Wisconsin have to be saddled with property 

taxes so high that they speed the exodus from rural America. 
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I am a man of the soil. I know the problems you face today. I 

have taken them to the highest levels of government. 

When I carne back to the Senate last year I asked to serve on 

the Agriculture Committee. Few desire this assignment. 

And I was determined to be the voice of the family farmer in 

the halls of Congress because the family farmer has been forgotten 

by the Nixon Administration and his livelihood is being threatened 

by large corporate interests. 

To thtbNixon Administration American agriculture is in the 

board room of Ralston Purina. 

But to me American Agriculture is right here in Dane County---

right here in Staughton High School. 

Many of you will have to leave Staughton and other townships in 

Dane County. 

You will have to leave because there aren't enough good jobs 

for you. And its almost impossible for a young man to get up the money 

to start his own farm. 

I don't think you should be forced out of Staughton. You should 

be able to live here and have that farm. 

And that's why I've introduced and fought for a new farm bill. 
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Let me tell you what it does for you. 

--It provides loans at low rates of interest for young farmers who 

are in need of credit to enter farming and can't get it. 

--It provides a new method of financing to pay for the pressing 

public needs of our rural townships and municipalities--Schools, 

hospitals, community centers. 

--It provides a credit mechanism to encourage industrial expansion 

in rural communities. 

--It begins a new program of small community fire prevention 

ass i s tance 

- - And it extablishes a rural revenue shar ing fund of $500 mil l ion 

to hel our family fa r ms . 

I'm an optimist on rural America . 

I think rur a l America is going to grow. 

I believe young people won't have to abandon their homes and 

their farms. 

I think we can get fair prices, higher incomes, farm bargaining, 

and tOO% of parity for our farmers. 

I pledge myself to do so. 

I pledge myself to begin a new day for Staughton, and for 

rural Wisconsin. 
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