
MEMORANDUM APRIL 5, 1972 

TO: Senator Humphrey 

FROM: Mark Epstein 

SUBJECT: Bellevue-Stratford Rose Garden appearance 
Philadelphia, Thursday , April 6 

This is a labor organized event with an audience that 
will be mostly elderly. 

You have information on inflation and rising prices , 
labor's fight for progressive legislation, the needs 
of the elderly and your programs for older Americans . 
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~T'S TALK A LITTLE THIS AFTlR~OO BOUT POCKETBOOKS 

Am PRICES ~m IF WE TELL IT LI KE IT IS, ~IE 'LL H 'E TO 

T LK P]OUT THIN POCKETBOOKS ND !NFL TED PRICES . 

l--!..1ANY OF YOU H VE TO LIVE AND f"J\KE DO ON FI XED INCOMES-­

PEJSI ONS1 SOC! L SECU ITYI AID THE LI KE . 

0../HAT HAPPENS VIHEN P ,ICES GO UP ND UP/-Y U GET HIT THE 

HARDEST~ flD EVERY\1HERE YOU TUP.N PRJ CES M~E SKY POCKET! NG . ~ 
--FEBRUARY'S FOOD P .ICES WERE UP 1.7 PERCE ~ T--THE BIGGEST 

MONTHLY IrCREASE I 14 YEARS . AND THE ~ ~NU L ATE OF 

INCREASE FOR FOOD IS 24 PERCENT. 

--AS EORGE r, E NY TOLD THE PRICE C0~1t ISS I ON LJ\ST WEEK~ 

HAf1BURGE WAS UP 29 PE ·.CENT I 
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l...AND, AS YOU WE LL KNDVI, FOOD P ICES HAVE LOTS OF 

CDr·1PANY I OUR SKY-HIGH INFL TIO I 

--LOOK AT RUS. k ANY RE T L UN ITS HAVE NO PRICE 

SOME PLACES 15 TO 20 PERCENT . 

--f EDICAL COSTS ARE UP 6,6 PE CENT~ THE P .ICE OF 

HOSP ITAL BED IS $100 - D Y OR HIGHE~ EYEGLASSES CAN COST 

$50 OR MORE . ND1 FO ELDERLY A 1E JCANS1 PRESCRIPTI ON 

DRUGS A E THE LAP.GEST SINGLE PERSGr AL HE .LTH E PEND ITURE--

AND DRUGS YOU MUST PAY FOR OUT OF YOU THINN ING POCKETBOOK--

UN LESS YOU 'RE IN A HOSP ITAL--AND THE YOU HA E TO HELP PAY 

FOR YOUR BED AND BOARD . 
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--LOOK AT TRANSPORTAT!Of COSTS.~~ES ARE ASf.JNG 

FOR HIGHER PR ICES1 TRA IN TICKETS--FOR THE DJ T INS \·E 

HAVE LEFT --KEEP RISI ~ L AND LOC L TR . SPORTATION--BUSES 

AND SUBI'.AYS KEEP SKYROCKET! GL!_Es, SO 1E CITIES H VE 

D ISCOU ~TS FOR OLDER PEOPLE--BUT T E DISCOUNTS ARE ON LY 

OOD FOR A FEW HOURS A DAY. AND USU LLY NOT IN ~USH HOUR . 

~ WHE ~ r1E .. NY RESIGNED FROf~ THE P Y BO D HE 

TOLD IT LIKE IT IS--"THE A ERIC N PEOP LE A E BE ING OUGED 

AT THE SUPERr:ARKET AND SQUEEZED I THE P YCHECI .11 

L BUT ~ol'! THERE ARE so~1E WHO sea N THE ~DE .SHIP OF THE 

LABOR MOVEr ENT --AND THE WO KIN r EN .ND HO ~E~~ F A 1E I CA. 
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L THEY SAY THAT LABOR HAS BEcor1E ~~uscLE Bou m AND 

UNRESPONSIVE TO PEOPLE'S r'EEDS . 

~ I SAY HOW TR GICALLY W ONG THEY RE . 

LLOOK OVE. THE HISTORY OF ECENT p OG ,ESSI 'E SOCIAL 

LEGISLATI ON : 

--WE COULD OT HAVE PASSED .EDIC E WITHOUT THE B CKI 

OF THE A 1ERI CAN \40RK I NG 1A l L FO TWO DEC!I.DES I FOUGHT TO 

GET r.ED ICARE--AND LABOR W S IN THE FIGHT ALL THE H Y. 

t;:_E COLD NOT HAVE PASSED TJ'E WAR ON POVE T', THE 

VOTING RI HTS ACT, THE FOOD ST r.P BILL WITHOUT LBO 'S 

SUPPO, T. 
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L AND TOD y IT IS THE s riE: 

SAFETYf THE E UAL Er·PLOYr1ENT OPPO TUN ITIES CDr1.ISSI ON ., 
--~ ) 

SOCIAL SECUR ITY I JC E SES., U Ef!PLOYr.E T CO 1PENS TI ON ., ,.._ ________ , 
MI !MUM WAGES MD FAIR OR ST · nA DS-- .ND A HOST OF OTHER 

VITAL P OG AfS A.E BE l 1 

f·10VE 1ENT 

IS IN THE FI HT TO PUT LI D ON P\ICES 

KJOIS THAT WE WON 'T PROTECT THE S 

ND OLD UNTIL WE u RANTEE F. IRf ESS At D E I ITY IN OU. 

Eco orn c svsTE1 .• 

Fl RST THIN ,s Fl RST t IF I~E H --===---
E CONTROLS., LET'S ·AKE 

~ FO LL ~ .E IC NS--
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ESPECIALLY OLDER A ·1ERICA~S--LET ' S GUARA!~TEE T 'EI R RI HTS 

TO FAIR AD DEQUP.TE ldCOi,£S, ~~~ 
- a ?.fsc ---~....;.-.;;-------

\ THE FIRST PRIORITY FOR OU 20 MILLIOJ ELDE .LY CITIZENS 

IS CLEA S DAY --AN ADEQUATE At D DECE r-JT I NCO ME TH T ' S THE 

REAL KEY T~OOD DIETS AND U LITY HOUSI .~I E OUT OF 

EVERY FOUR OLDER Ar1ER ICANS--.. O E TH N 5 ·HLLION--LI VE IN 

POVERTYl!;_D IF PRICES KEEP GO II~G U~ T AT ~ 'lBEP. \'!ILL .. 
SURELY HJCREASE D r·1 TICALLY Aim DRASTICALLY . 

"IT IS.!_ONG mm IT IS P.OSSLY UNFA IR THPT OUR SOCIETY 

SHORT -CH . ~GES THOSE WHO I THE I , P ODUCTI 'E YE . ,S H .VE 

CO ~TR I BUTED SO MU CH . AND THE TIME FO , CH N-E--THE TI 1E 
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~I PROPOSE A lEW DEAL FOR THE ELDERLY CITIZENS OF 

At ERICA : 

SECURITY BE EFITS1 ITH A $100 A O·TH M I N I MU~ P O' ISIONI 

A~D A COST OF LI VING ESCALATOR FOR REAL 

I JF LATI DrJ P OTECTI Ol'~ 
p ; A 

FOR A SIN LE IND IVIDU L .ND $215 FO A CO UPLE.( THESE 

INCREASES WILL HELP TO LIFT THE 5 1/2 r.ILLION ELDE .LY AS 

~/ELL AS T E ~ORE THAN 1 1/2 r I LLI 0 BLI ND AND D I S/\BLED A.BOVE 

THE POVERTY LI NE . 



L.. 3. I HAVE PROPOSED At D INTRODUCED I I THE SENATE THE 

.. 
'-' HUr-~PHREY or .E HEALTH SE RV ICES PL :~ FO ELDERLY Af1ERICA Js •• 

• 

MEDICARE AND PUT A NEW EMPHASIS 0~ PREVENTI VE HE .LTH C .E. 

i AS THE AUTHOR OF THE 0. I I l L 1ED IC RE LHSLATI ON, I 

TAKE GREAT PRIDE IN ITS ACC0~1PLISHMErns0(auT THE P 0 RM 

MUST BE REFORr..ED AND EXPANDED IF vJE .E TO TRULY EXTE D 

ENTITLED . 

~E MUST ACT OW TO REFORM THE EDIC RE SYSTE . \IH ICH 

SAYS TO THE ELDERLY VIE ~H LL RECO 1N IZE Sm1E OF YOUR NEEDS ., 

BUT ~OT ENOU H TO SSU E YOU OF 100D CCESS TO LL YOUR 

HEALTH EEDS . 
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L.THE H RSH FACT IS TI 'AT 67 PE m T OF HEALTH C RE 
< ) - - -

COSTS OF OLDER Ar£RICA~S IS FOR HOSP ITALS AND NURSI NG HOMES. 

t--!. D THE FACT IS TH T HE LTH CARE COSTS ..... 

~ 
ARE RISI NG HIICE AS FAST FOR OLDE , A ~E ICA JS -,.. FO YOUN -

PERSOfS--A·D MEDICARE COVE~ LESS TH N H LF THE COST . 

THE BURDEN OF PRICES IS ON YOU--A D IT'S ETTI 

Or.E 

OF THE LOAD . IT r .UST . AKE THE NEEDS OF THE ELDE LY A HI GH 

P IORITY 1 ND SUPPORT PROGRAt1S ~ ITH .10NEY . 

&_cA A 1D 1UST GRE .TLY EXP D JOB OPPORTUN ITIES ND 
1't ... 

COr1f1U ITY SERVICES FOR OLDER A ERICANS . Af~ERICANS DON 'T 
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JUST \~AI T P ROGRA~1S EQR THE ELDE 1 Y --YOU WAf T PRO RAf·~S . ---
THAT H VOLVE THE ELDERLY--THAT INVO LVE THEL IN THE LIFE 

OF THE I COMMUN ITIES. 

~...,.OLDER Af1E !CANS DO I'T N NT CHARITY J LL Ar1E !CANS 

WAt T A FAIRS A E AND N EQUAL CHANCE TO LI E, D PROSPER() 

~T I~E f1UST FACE THE FACT TH T YOU ARE THE FI ST ND 

FOREMOST VICTI ~S OF I ~FLATION D RECESSI ON . 

~ WE CAi~ DO--ALL WE LUST DO--Iij PROVID ING HEALTH 

CA RE 1 HOUS ING ASSISTANCE~ TAX RELIEF1 DECENT DIETS 1 .. 
' 

TRA.~SPORTAT I ON SE \VICES ARE JUST PART OF HAT LDE . 

AMERICA~S NEED. 
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~ H' THE FACE OF THESE GREAT NEE5 NH T IS THIS 

ON OLDER Ar·1ERICA S THAT SHAr1EFULLY I ORES THE REAL NEEDS 

_OF 20 NI LLIO ELDERLY Af1ER ICA~*I , C!d!IFII 4, ~ HE 

ADr~ I HSTRATIDri 'S RESPO JSE IS A rD U~~ENTAL SH r1 . 

--THE PRESIDErT SAYS NOTHI lG ABOUT A NATIONAL HOUSING 

SECURITY BENEFITS--A MEA RE INCREASE THAT IS SHOCKI N LV 

IN DEQUATE. 

--AND HE SIMPLY I NO ES THE JUST DEr~ANDS OF THE 31400 

DELEGATES TO THE P ES IDENT'S Ovm vJH ITE H USE CONFERENCE 

ON THE I NG--WHO POI NTEDLY CALLED FOP CTI ON 1 tOT E1PTY 

PRnM T~F~. 
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YOU NEED AND ALL M1ERI CANS NEED A OVE J tENT THAT 

CA ES . A GOVERN~1Ef T THAT CA ES P.BOUT THE PEOPLE--ABOUT 

THE PRICES THEY PAY A~D THE JOBS THEY NEED . 

THIS ELECTI ON YEAR YOU ~~UST PLAY YOU , PA T -- YOU 

UST VOTE A D ORG . IZE-- IF WE P, E TO GET GOVEPNMENT TH/\T 

CARES ABOUT YOU 1 BOUT YOU PROBLE 1SJ AND BOUT YOUR HOPES . 
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