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TON IG TJ I \'1 ·T TO ASK YOU A QUESTIO~ ~ : "WHAT DOES 

T E Af1ER ICA LABOR 10VH1E 'T f1E ."J TO THE Ar·lE ICAt PEOPLE?" 

I'VE HEARD ALL KI 'DS OF AI S ~IERS FRO~ ALL KH!DS OF 

CITIZENS TO THIS QUESTI ON . 

SOf1E PEOPLE ArJS\'JER BY S YI THAT THE LABO, f·~o EriENT 

IS OBSTRUCTIO HST J THAT IT CAUSES I lFLATIOIL AND TH T U IONS 

~AVE 'OT f1ADE A POSITIVE CO TRIBUTION TO Ar·1ERICAr LIFE. 

SOME S .Y THAT THE LABOR ~10VEr1ENT HP.S BECm E HARDJ 

MUSCLE BOUNDJ AND TI RED . 

I SAY T~lEY ARE IJRONG--TRAG ICALLY ~!RONG . 

AND J I SAY TH T YOU CA'i NSvlER THE UESTI ON : "~'lHAT 

DOES THE LABO MOVEr· En r~E N TO THE Ar1E I CAN PEOPLE BY 

ANSHERI ~G : "HHPT HAS LABOR DO~IE FO THE . ~E IC N PEOPLE?" 
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HERE 'S A PARTIAL LIST: 

WE vJOULD · EVER HA 'E HAD 1EDICAP.E1 THE 1ItHMur·1 WAGE ~ 

WORK SAFETY 1 OCCUP TIONAL HEALTH ~ FOOD STAr~PS 1 EQUAL 

Er PLOY~1E"~T OPPORTUfH TI ES--v ITHOUT Tr E L BOR OVE Ei~T , 

\~E HOULD EVE HAvE HAD CIVIL I l'TS CT1 OR A 

SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRPJ1 \H THOUT LP~BOR ' S HELP, 

TO T E DOUBTE S1 TO THOSE HHO SCO N THE LABO r:o E E~T~ 

I ~·JArH TO SAY LOUD AND CLEAR : "LABO HAS ACTED IN THE BEST 

I JTEREST OF THE MERICA~ PEOPLE ~ I ~ THE BEST INTEREST OF 

THE Ar.E ICAN wo KING FA 1ILY . 

LABOR HAS A DEEP SE ~SE OF SOCIAL RESPONS IBILITY1 A 

SENSE OF SOCIAL FAI ESS1 A SE. SE OF SOCirL AND ECONOf1IC 

JUSTICE . 
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THAT 'S ~J~AT THE LABOR ~lOVE ·~E 'T IS ALL /\BOUT . DOH! 

TH ItJGS FOR PEOPLE ~ RA ISI N THE LIVI G STA D RDS OF ALL 

Ar1ERICAi S. 

THIS IS HONORAB LE. A D1 I GLAD LY APPL .UD IT. 

IN 1972~ LABOR FACES IT3 r,~OST CRITICAL BATTLE~ ITS 

TOUGHEST TEST--THE I~ECESS ITY TO DEFEAT RICHARD N IXO l. 

NO m:E HAS FELT THE F ILU ES OF ICH .D NIXON'S 

ADMI ISTRATI O ~ r10RE THA 'l THE vWRK IN F r·1ILIES OF Af.ER IC • 

THEY ARE THE VI CTi rS OF HIGH P ICES~ OF HIGH TAXES~ 

OF BROKE PROf·1ISES 1 OF f·1ISGU IDED P ,OGRAf•1S 1 AND TR GIC HI H 

UNEr1PLOY~ ENT. 
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UT~ THEY A D ALL At1ERICAIJS ARE THE VICTir1S OF A 

DELI BERATELY f I Sr·1J\I AGED ECOi 0 ·1Y I tl ANOTHER SENSE TOO . 

DURI JG THE IXON ADML IST RATI O J ~ OU ATI ON H~.S LOST OVER 

$150 BILLI 0\1 I J PRODUCTI O L IN GOODS ~ IN ~ lHOURS BEC USE 

OUR ECONOMY H S BEE PER ITTED TO RUf AT HALF ST EAM. 

OUR r-ACTORIES ARE OFTE ~ I D LE~ ~1Ef·l HORI< O!JE WEEK AND 

ARE LAID OFF T E JEXT . OU ASSH~BLY LI NES ~.REN 'T P ODUCii 

UP TO CAPACITY. 

S~ LL BUS I ~ESSES A E GO ING U~DER~ RESE RC~ AND TECHNO LO GY 

IS BE ING CUT BACK~ 'JEYJ FACTO IES RE 'T BE IN BU ILT I ~ THE 

UN ITED STATES A ~m THERE ARE TOO NY JOBS GO ING ABROAD . 

THAT'S HH T LOST P ODUCTION iE ' S ~ Ar D IT COSTS E CH 

OF US DEARLY. 
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T AT IS $150 BILLIO DOW'~ THE DRA IN--Wt\STED1 PURE 

AND S I ~1P LY ViASTED1 BECAUSE OUR ECOr0 ·1Y 1 AS OT r.OVI b ., 

PRODUCI NG A~D ROW I NG . 

THI JK OF THE THIN S OUR NATI O~ COULD HAVE DONE WITH 

THAT LOST Ar D vJASTED ri1m EY. 

T~ It-.K OF OUR ·1ASSI VE ~EEDS 1 THI ~K OF OUR RURAL AREAS 

A1D THE FLOOD OF PEOPLE TO THE CITI ES . THINK OF OUR CITI ES1 

u ABLE TO HOUSE AND FEED THE f·11 LLI ONS FRO I THE cou T YS IDE I 

THI K OF THE CHILD E· WITHOUT GOOD SCHOOLS. 0 THE 

HU~GRY WITHOUT ENOUG FOOD . 

L ET f1E TELL YOU HHAT THAT $150 BILLI ON IN LOST 

ECO or IC PRODU CTIVITY MEANS . 
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TO THE FEDERAL GOVERN ~EiiH 1 IT 1EANS OVER $40 B ILLIOrd 

I LOST REVEi'WES . TO THE STATE Am LOCAL GOVERf rJ1ENTS IT 

i··iE IS OVER $10 BILLI Oi' IN LOST TAXES . ND ~ AS A RESU LT ~ 

WHEt OUR LOCAL GOVE NMENTS DO NOT HA E OW IN11 PRODUCI JG 

TAX BASE1 THEY AVE TO RELY HEA IER AI~D HEAVIER ON THE 

REG ESSIVE TAXES LI KE THE PROPERTY TAX~ SALES TAX~ A~D WAGE 

TAX . 

LOST PRODUCTIO ~ r·:EA JS LOST REVE UES1 AND LOST 1 EVE lUES 

r· EANS THAT THOSE \IJHO ARE ·oH P Y HJG usT P Y l m \E. 

IF WE HAD THE MONEY THE 'I XOt ADr·HNISTRATION H S 

POURED DOWN THE D I J1 WE COU LD DOUBLE OUR EXISTIN HIGHWAY 

SYSTEM OR I NCREASE TEN FOLD THE rONEY NOW SPENT 0 ~SS 

TRANS IT I 
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~ E COULD PUT 11 .7 tH LLI on STUDEt TS THROUGH COLLE· E -­

vJI TH LOA~S ~ S CHOLARSH I PS ~ AD GRA~TS FOR YOUR CHILD REN. 

HE COU LD TRA I I ~ 22.6 MI LLI 0 r~E f ' AND HDr-1EN ~ HE COU LD 

Fir D JOBS FOR THEr :~ A D HAVE THEr1 M VI G CONT IBUTI O ~ TO 

SOCIETY. 

WE COU LD HI E 1.2 r·ULLI ON PO LICE Ef~ TO MAKE OUR 

NEI HBO \ OODS SAFE . 

\1E COULD BU ILD 3 '1I LLI ON $201000 HO~ ES--FOR CITIZE JS 

OF ALL I COf ES AND RACES. 

HE COU LD INC \EASE SPE miN FOR ED CATI Of~ -- PR ESCHOO L1 

ELEr1ENTARY1 A ~D SECOi DARY--TE J FOLD1 F 0·1 $3,6 BILLI Ol TO 

BETTER THAi $40 BILLI ON A YEAR--GIVI 1G US THE 0 LITY 

EDUCATI O;~ WE ~ EED 1 ~D AT THE SAr·1E TU E RE UCI ~ ~u; P OPERTY TAXES. 
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WE COULD AKE TH EE A, D FOUR FOLD I NCREft.SES IN 

YEARLY SPE D I ~ 'G FOR r·1ED ICAREI HOUS I NG1 URBAN RENEHAL1 ~·JATER 

POLLUTION co HROLI A··m sEVJAGE PLAns . 

BUT1 WE WILL 'EVER BE ABLE TO DO IT--BECAUSE THE 

rxo · Am·n HSTPJJION HAs ~JASTED I LITE LLY HASTED I n Is ·1o1iEY . 

AND 1 WH T HAS THIS LOST PRODUCT I 0!~ r1E .H TO YOU--TO THE 

AVER GE WORK I N~ FAMILY. 

IT MEAJS THIN-S ARE TI HTER. YOU ' E NOT ~AKifG AS UCH 

AS LAST YEA --BUT YOU TAXES HAVE GOfJE UP . YOU DO,'J 'T H~.VE 

THE OVERTU~E YOU 0 CE COU HED 0_ TO fr~ KE ENDS .EAT . 

\ 

I'i FACT 1 YOU r~AY BE OUT OF A JOB OR Y UR WI FE r·1AY LOSE 

HE ' S FIRST . 
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IT MEA ·S THAT YOU COULD 'T PURCHASE A SECO D CAR-­

BECAUSE PAYf· E HS 0 YOUR FIRST mE ~lAKE THE BUD ET TI GHT. 

IT r1E ~ S THAT HO~ ES ~~0 'T BE PURCH SED 0 REP I RS ~~ADE 

ON THE HOME YOU OW~ . 

IT ~1EA S BEING FO CED TO SEEK CREDIT AT HI H ATES 

JUST TO PAY BILLS. 

IT f'.EA ~S POSTPONI THAT DREAN VACATION YOU AND YOUR 

FAMILY PLAi ED . 

IT MEA[~S MOONLIGHTING 0 N EXTRA JOB 1 OR H VI IJG Y U 

HIFE WOR 1 OR r!AKHG YOUR CHILDREN WORK . AND B ~JK UPTCY 

IS OiLY A PAYDAY AND A HALF AWAY IF YOU ' RE LAID OFr- . 
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IT MEAl\ S BEH'G ON AN ECON0f1:I C TREAD .ILL THAT CLOSES 

THE DOOR s UT or AD 'f NCE. £NT" oN OPPORTUN ITY" orJ THE FEELI NG 

THAT ~ .AYBE SOf1ETI ~1E YOU \ ILL GET HEAD . 

T AT'S H T $150 BILLI ON IN LOST PRODUCTI Or! EA~JS--

AI' D THAT IS THE TRA -EDY OF THE N IXO ADr1IN I STRATI O ~ : 

WH ILE CORPORATI ONS ET FAT ON TAX LOOPHO LES AND SPECI AL 

DEALS 1 THE \'JORKH~ ,AN IS FORCED TO P Y WITH HIS JOB FO 

THE DISASTROUS ECO OM IC POLICIES OF THIS REPUBLICA!J 

ADM INIST RATi m . 

~H I LE THE BAI KS /\ND THE Lr R E CONG LOf1ERATES .~AKE RECORD 

SALES AND HIGH PROF ITS " T E WORK ING FA :ILI ES1 THE LITTLE GUY" 

IS TOLD BY THE N I XO~ REPUB LICANS THAT HE IS AT FAU LT 1 TH. T 

If FLATI O·~ IS HIS FAU LT ., THAT HIS W GES .RE TOO HIGH " AND TIIAT 
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rE HAS TO fAVE FROZEt WA ES SO THAT I t FLATION CAi BE STOPPED . 

THE · IXON Df I IHST TI ON ASI'S YOU TO FI T I ~FLATIO BECAUSE 

THEY HA E GI 'i UP THE B TTLE. 

I s v T~ T Isr· 'T FAIR. I SAY IT IS! 'T JUST. 

I SAY Tt T 0 0 1E ·As THE RI T TO P. OSPE .T THE 

EXPENSE OF T E AME !CAN WORKER . 

THAT'S \~H,L\T THE LABOR f10VE 1E T IS SAY IN, , AND ., TH T 

IS \'HY T EY ARE EPRESENTING ALL WORKI NG r E .I CANS . 

THAT IS W Y I Ar1 PROUD TO STA ·n ~li TH THE f11E \ICAN 

LA oR r~ovE ~E ~T. 

ND ., TH T IS WHY I SEEK YOUR HELP TO BE P ,ESIDE T 

OFT E UJITED STATES . 
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Tonightt I want to ask you a questlont What 

does the American bor mov•~ent mean to the American 

peopl~? 

I've heard all kinds of answers from all kinds of 

citizens to this question. 
\ 

some pap ~opl~ answer by sa3~ that the Labor 

mov~~nt is obstruetionis~. that it is 'te caus~qJ 
'-'e... "-'C.. . c• rfn~•• inflation 11 and that unions~ not a positive ~e..-......_ ,. 

American Life. 

Some say that the labor movement has beco· hard, 

muscle bound. and tired. 
~ 

I say they are wrong--tragically wrong. 

And, I ay that you oa_n answer tht! question • what 

dees the Labor movement mean .to the American~ people 

by answerin g the question* What has labor done for 

the American people? 

'JQ~ eM .... •kef'! eat,.~~ •e-.C'-\ raa+ 
.... 't ha \o..,.,.d d. ~ . ~ -We wo~d nev~ ve ~~ me 1care •• ~aum wage, 

work safety. occupational health. food stamps. equal 

employment opportunities~ithout the labor mov~ent. 

We would nt!ver have had a civil rights aet., or.._ 

school~:._,,Jh.f-L-.. '~ LJf * 
1\ 

To the doubters. to those who seorn the labor 

mov~m.~n. :t .I want to say loud and elear' La_ bor has acted in ·.· .. ;~.-· r: · . ! ' . . .. ~ --- . k-.\. 
A . .. the beat i~~:r~~tP~ .. ~h• ~trie~n . _people!,":~ .)I~Jt e:st:!.ge ,.. .. ,..,... ,.. ..... -~\ 
~ lrorking --.~' - 1 • . . ft - .... ,. 

Labor has aAsense or social responsibility, a sense 
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That's~ what the labor •ovement is ail aQout • . 

- .. -

Doing· thir&gs for · peopl~. ef•-&.•11-item "• raising the IWt~ 

··. s.ta.ndards of all Americans • 

... : And, I gladly applaud it. · 

. t 

-toughest te t ... -the _n cessity· to defeat Richard ~i~on,_ . ~ , . <llf••.. . . . ~-

: 

. • 

• > . No one ha tel t the pa 1 Qi at Richard Nixon • s 

Adm.l.ilistrtion more than the working .families ·or A erica .• 

They are the vietims ot high prices • of high taXes • - -. ~ .. .. . -

0~ broken proudsee. or sgu.id&d pr~grams. ~d 4lile +~t. 
.. 

' . •••rs.t '' higl{ ·u:'employmen't. , .aetA.eHWy _ . 
* • -~ ~...,_..""~ e~ •·!~ 

But, they ~nd all Americans are tbe _~lctlmsA~n 

another sense too• • I ..&.u..ing the NiXOI\ Admine~ration • 
. 

our nation has lost· over tlSO billion in ~ production, 

in .--iJSod " in .. r a lllhours .a.c..,... ..,. •• •• "7 . P~·· -to ~""" -..~ '-.K--- -...._ .. ._._ -
_ ~~ That le $150 billion down the drain-;;..~s_ted. 

, . .. pure and sim~ wasted, because our et:= was not moving~ 
. • '-•' ~·'!.1 Cit ...., ... ,""4: 0. I • • 

. _ ~ink o~ th~ "_tpings _ o~ nation_could h~ve done · , • .._...a~ _."•e _- .. · 
with tha~ oney? , . ~k o.f' OUJA .needs, thinJ:'O~ O'l.lr rural are-a 
and the flood ot people to the citiea. " Think ·o~ ottr cities. 

~ble to holJ.Qe "--'ld !'4!ed th~ tdllions t'r · thtt eou.n:teyside. 
~ 

Thin~ ~=~f!-'--ch1~9rt.n w.i.tllot4• g®d se.hool.s. o_r . 
the hungey w1 thout enough food. 

l 

J 
Let me. tell you _what that ~150 billion irt . 

last economic producti'ltty means • 

...._...,..,..,........,.....,..-.-,.,.,--~...,.,..-,.....,-~--,--· ·.-. ~ .. : .. : '.. :... ' .. . .. . : . ... .•. - ·'" . .. .. .. - ~- · . ~ . _ ... _ ',• .... 
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I over $40 billion 
To the Federal government. it means $3j billion in 

in lost reveneus. To the state and local governments it means 

over 10 billion in lost tax~s. 

when our local governments do not hav~ a growing, producing 

tax base, th~ hav~ to rely heavier and heavier on the 

taxes like the properl:y tax, sales: tax, and wage tax. 

Lost production measn lost reveneus, and lost 
revenues means that those who are now paying must pay more. 

If we had the money the Nixon Administration has 

pcu.red down the drain. we coul.d d~uble our existing high 

wya ey tem or increase ten ~old the oney now spent on 

!!laB& transit. 

W~ could put -11.7 million students . throUgh college-­

with loans, scholarships, and grants for your children. _ .~ 
.... ~._.. • ..._ tc.e r....,. 

We could train 22.6 million ~·y.B•les.-;. find . -·~-44... . . . . 
jobs for them,. and Mve them contrlbutiea sut•e;$hiftg to society. A -

safe. 

e could hire 1.2 mlllln polie~to make our ·neighborho 
A 

e could build ) million 20,000 homes--for citiens of 
all incomes and races. 

e could inorase spending ~or education--preschool • 
. 

el_ementary. and s&condary--ten r o ld. hom $).6 billion to ~ - ~ 

' . . - better than 40 billion a year--giving ua th~ qua~ity 
1 

: edueatl_en wec.-need, and at the s~ime reQ.ucing pro-perty 

taXes • ... 
- ~ 

yea~s~ing for medicare. housing, urban reneal, , 

,....-...,-----,..---..,..,--...,........,., .. - , .. · . . ·· •.. . . .·: . . .. . -·. •' _ . .... .. . ·--'k ~· : . , . • • • · . . -. -- •••• .., ...... .... . 
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I / •·•••• ,., ... 
water pollution eontrol,,~lants .. ·•« ens•e ••'-••~• 

But. we will never be able to do it--because the 

Nixon Administration haa wasted• litterally wasted. this 

.... money .. 

And. what has this 1ost produc_tion meant to you-­

f the ~e workin& :tamily. ~ t"sl!tf. It means that you couliflpurcahae a _ secrond ear--because 

t • 

payments on your ~irst one make the budget ti?ht. -~ 
. #Jktfla•-.c.._ 

It means that homes won•t be pu"catf!'& or tepairs made 

on t~ ~you =.-:-· 
It means being !'ore~d to seek credit at high ra~es 

just to pay bills. 

- It means postponing that dream vacation vou an~ 4tu,., . .,. 
your ~ p~nned. 

. . . -" 
, _ It means moolighting_.an extra job, or .Jlaying )fOur 

' ' , .,....,..... 
wife work. or making your children JFOrk.~,.Dal'tkruptoy is 

onl7 a ' pay day and halr away~"CY-;:,...1.- . · 
It means being on an economic treadmill that ¢loses the 

•:' 

door shut on ad~cement, on opportunity, on the ,feeling that 

maybe sometime you will get ahead. l ~-- -

That 'w ~ 1150 billion in lost prod~ction means-­
and that is the trag~dy of the Nixon Administration: 

While corpoations get fat on ta.x loopbal.e& ·and 

peical deals, the working man is forced to pay with his job 

~or the disast~rous economic policies of this Republie~n 

Adm!.nistra tion. 
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,. -;· .7 ' ... , mak~ record sales and h~h profits. th~ working fam111es. 
' ' ... 

' - -
"'" II' 

,: ~he itttl.e fi.Uy. is t<tld by the Nioxn Republicans . that 
~'. 

, '· he is af..~au.lt. that inflation ;s ~s fault, that niti wages 

~. _are too big~. Ql14 that he has to have frOzen wages so that 
& .... • -~ ( '"~ ... 

intlation -can be stopped. '• . 

t · eay that isn•t fair. I say it isn•t just. 

~1 say that no one nas the right 

expense of the American worker. 
' fbat•s what the Labor movement is saying. And, that 

is why they are represetning all wor~_Atnericans. 
. . . 

'We JMa' a ..... It •• a f•l• ll•i••.;ar .Sri tJrtl t ,fii:~.F-tii; 
-· 4 mso •qru'l; iiM:t la . tfa&:t · _ A. usetets ·-m ~biefr n1 aae . 

~ ,· 

: f'*& a l!l}lee:l&l '•e&k ."i . b·at 
~~ - ,. .. • i ~ .. 

... > 

American Labor Movement • 
. 

And, that is why I . se~k Y'!ur help to be . Presidertt 
·--- -~ ~ 

or the United States. ,: .... 

•· 

. .. 
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