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CONTACT: \val t WurfeJL 

HUMPHREY CALLS FOR TAX CREDITS 

FOR PARENTS OF NON- PUBLIC SCHOOL CHILDREN 

CLEVELAND, April 28 -- Senator Hubert H. Humphrey today called for a system of 

tax •redits for parents of parochial and private -school children and "creative and 

constructive methods of assistance to ease the financial criais facing non-public 

eduea ti on . " 

Senator Humphrey issued a position paper on parochial and private schools in 

response to numerous inquiries on the subject . Following is the text of the Senator's 

statement: 

"Our public schools are the founda tion of our educational system. I Has 
educated in public schools and I will always be a vigorous supporter of the AmerieaB 
public sohool system. 

"At the same time, I appreciate that public schools have benefitted academically 
from the challenge and co;,lpeti tion presented by thousands of non-public schools 
throughout the nation. 

"Today in Ohio, more than 330,000 students are attending non- public schools , 
These schools are making a significant contribution to Ameri can education, Private 
and parochial schools throughout this state and the United States have played an 
important role in assuring children the equal opportunity to obtain a quality 
education. 

"I am concerned that the American traditions of cultural and educational pluralism 
are endangered by the financial crisis facing non•~ublic education. \Vhen non-publio 
schools are in trouble all schools in Ameri ca share in these hardships . The closing 
of one private or parochial school places additional burdens on the public school 
system. And the continued closing of non-public schools places an extraordinary 
financial burden on local school districts where property tax rates for education 
have already reached the saturation point. 

"In Ohio and elsewhere, non-public schools are caught in the same sort of cost 
squeeze experienced by millions of American ,.,or king families. And like the families of 
this nation , non-public educational systems have received notl1ing more than election­
year promises from the Nixon AdministrCltion . 

"There is a growing tide of opinion in lunerica which recognizes that we must 
encourage greater sharing of public and private resources within the framework of proper 
and responsible Constitutional safeguards. I believe the aim of this sentiment should 
be to promote educational reform among public and private schools and to make all 
educational systems in America truly responsible to the needs of our communities. 
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"I favor the creation of a system where patents would be able to receive a tax 
credit when their children attend approved private schools. The tax credit would r.ot 
amount to more than the tuition paid, A system of tax credits for tuition, books, fees 
and supplies woild provide substantial financial relief to milliona of kder icansf3mil ies 
within the proper bounds of the Constitution. 

"In my home state of Minnesota we have had the foresight and the practical good sens8 
to tell the parents of non-public students by granting partial income tax credits for tu~t 
tuition paid to such schools. The Minnesota ~lan provides that a parent receive a direct 
credit not to exceed 80 percent of paid tuition, effectively limiting the program's 
application to secula~t·instruction. · the athount of the tax credit is also limited by a 
eeiling of $100 annually for an elementary school child and $150 for one in: a secondary 
school. We have been assured of the Consitct•crtalifyv of that approach . 

"I will urge passage of similar legislation by the Congress of the Cti ted States, 

"I recognize tko;t·:;it w9uld mpt pr.pv.:hde a ~btal solution to the problems faced by 
non-public schools. But it could be a significant beginning to preservetthe right of 
~VP.ry American child to know his or her own heritage through non-public educatio~. 

"There are other creative and constructive methods of assistance in the seculdr areas 
of private and parochial education. 

"Along with public schools, these schools need improved testing and counseling and 
better health services, They need good text-books and instructional rr. J terials on s ec ~lar 
subjects. Andttke children attendihg these schools deserve daiiy nutr itious meals ar.d 
safe transportation services. All of our schools require the latest sc ientific equip~ent 
of non-discrimination based on race, creed, color, of national origin. 

"By taking the steps now to provide for a rich diversity and ccn-:: -::ructive compr.tit io~~ 
in our educational system we can meet the demand not only for a more informed and s~illed -·~ 
nation, bu~ also for a better and more humane society." 

- 0 -

EDITOR 1 S NOTE: In 1963, as Assistant Majority Leader of the U. S. Senate, Senator H:.1bert 

H. Humphrey proposed that the Congress adopt a sliding tax schedule to help finance higher 

education in America. 

He observed on the Senate Floor: 

''The sliding tax credit schedule provides a sensible and workable system of federal 
assistanci that helps every student, indirectly helps both public ru :d private institutions 
and does so ln a manner that in no way interferes with individual or ic3titutional freedom 
or policies •••• While this tax credit proposal would not solve al~ the financial 
problems related to higher education, it would represent a sign~ficant contribution well 
within our national means. It would provide this assistance in a manner that avoids any 
argument about federal control of education and also the nagging question of church-cta te 
relations. Moreover it would pr,ovide this aid w~thout having to expand t he Federal 
bureaucracy to administer the program." 

--HHH--
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I Af1 DEEPLY WORR IED ALOUT T 'E C JSIS F CHJG CATH LIC 

AiD OT ER PR IVATE SC OOLS. . ALL r·1E J CAiJS SHOULD BE 

CO CE JI ED \4HH f\ lY VOLU ITA Y PA.PT OF OUP SOC IETY IS HJ 

T OUBLE , v·/E I OVJ THAT THE HE. RT OF OUP. DEf~OC P.ACY Ht.S 

ALWPYS BEE T 'E VOLUNTARY ~ PRI ~TE EFFO JS OF OUR CITIZE' S, 

* * * * * 

o, E OF US CA~ FA IL TO BE COi CER ·ED . CATHOLIC A~D 

P IV ATE SCHOOLS FURH EP.. THE "YJHO LESO ~E UR OSES OF SOCIETY ." 

HH EI . THEY .RE IN T OUB LE 1 OUR E TIRE SOCIETY SUFFE. S. 

* * * * * 

OU, TRAD ITI O~S OF RE LI GIOUS LI BE JY P.~~D EDUCATI OrJAL 

PLUPALISf~ ARE THE FOU ' D TI O',JS OF ·~ER I CAI-J DEMOCRACY. 

* * * * * 
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WE ARE ALL S8!S ITI VE TO THE CRISIS CON ROt TI NG 

.~ME ICA' EDUCATIO' . I AG ~EE \'l iTH THE CHA I l1M· 0 THE 

ASSOCI ATI OI' OF ft.FER ICA\ COLLE ES ., F THER PACL \EH~E T., 

T AT f•1Ai'Y PRIVATE COLLEGES Af'D U ~ I VERS ITI ES hAY BE "LI VING 

OUT THEI , LrST YEARS ." I BELIE E THAT OUR ~ATI OfJ ' S 1., 500 

PRIVATE COLLEGES A. D U JI ERSITIES rnusT BE r, JVE ~ ~ATI O: AL 

COfM ITME T OF E~DUR I NG SUPPORT . 

* * * * * 

EVER SI ~lCE I CAf'~E TO CO'·lGP.ESS I"l 1949 I H. VE ,EPE TEDLY 

STRESSED A NATI OIJ/\L CO ·,M IT 1E H TO PLIJ LISf' A ~D D I 'E S ITY If 

HI HER EDUCATIOL I All E URGED BOTH INC E-$ED HSTITUTI ONAL 

AID 1D E(PANDED STUDENT ,SSISTA 'CE . 

* * * * * 
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Cl. i'GES \JEPE SET It. r:OTI O. BY THE SECO ·D .TICA. 

COU •. lCIL . H' i-LATIO~ ' Hf.S CUT Af'·, ILY I'JCDriES JUST S RI ATE 

SCHOOL COSTS ROSE . WITH 'I: EDUCATIOIJf.L LESISUJI O: 1 

PU LIC SCIOOLS A'E RECE I ED A GRE TER SHA ,E 0 THE 

FEDE ~L DO LLAR T~A1 BEFORE . 

* * * * * 

HE fiUST fvEET TIE CRISIS em Of'TI NG CATI OLIC SCI-tOOLS . 

HE f.U ST 1 'COURJ.\GE GREATE SHARI[ ' OF PUBLIC A 'D PRIVATE 

EDUC.I\Tio. /\L RESOURCES . ouR r,o .L r~usT BE To Ror~oTE 

EDUCATIO: 'AL REFORr~ -- TO r:t:'E LL sc GO LS1 P~BLIC A1'D 

PRIVATE ~ TRULY ESPO' sr E TO THE 1 ~ EEDS or o R cm~r· .w I TIES . 



OUR FOCUS nUST Bt TO DE lELOP AI'!D EDl 'CATE CHILD .EN -­

JOT TO ARGUE Erm LESSLY OVE~\ THE BU ILD lhGS '!HERE THC 

E UCATI O IS I ~''iP~RTED ~ 

* * * * * 

I A E I ·JS ISTED THA.T 'E "i1UST P: 0 tiDE iULTIPLE FOP,niS 

OF rn To PAROCH IJ\L scHooLs I WE :usT J • TLY EXPAim 

RA; TS- IN-A.ID FOR SCIE ·KE EQUIPr:EIHI f10DERf'J EDUCP.TIOi~;L 

TOOLS CE 1G11 !\~D I D-V ISUALS ) I A·m I ~~ Pro ED FACILITIES .. :,m 

LI BR.~ .rEs I JE ~1UST ALso EXPAi D CHILD-FEEDIN PROG .. r~1s Ir' 

PAP.OCH IAL SCHOOLS 1 PART I C L RLY THE SCHOOL LUNCH P 0 ~ r.A~ 1 ~ 

* * * * * 



5 

PRI ATE SCI OO LS OU~HT TO BE P10 'IDED ~ ITH THE FU LL 

RA·· E OF /\UX ILI .r.Y SERVICES . I FI ~m IT D ISCRif 1 I Nr~TORY iJD 

U"CDriSC IO" AB LE T'J\.T 1 'Y C 1ILD IS DE liED TL TBOOI<S J TESTI NG 

SERVICES) cou s ELI; · sERVICES ) ~,r D H EP.L T · P. m \JELFAR.E 

SE VICES ) TR ·JSPORTATI O'L PSYCHOLOG !Ct\L TESTH! ) A:·m 

THERAPEUTIc At D REf1ED I. L sERVICES I 

* ~~ * * * 

WE ALL \EALIZEJ I BELIEVE) THAT THE CLOSitG OF E . E~ 

mE VIABLE PA \OCII IAL SC OOL I U JS THE ENTI I P .I ATE SECTOR 

OF OUR FEE SOCI ETY . 

* * * * * 

/ 
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I Afl EXTREr·I LY CO SCIOUS 01 POTE 'TI AL DA! ,EP.S HI IC'-i 

AR ISE F. 01'1 T E EXCESSIVE I · TE Rr, Ii'GLI Jc OF 0 URCH AI~D STATE . 

BUT ~:E SHOU LD ··mT LET OL'R GE I £ FEARS OVE .VJHEU~ OUR SEI'SE 

OF FAIR- PLAY . 

* * * * * 

IT IS TH1E THP1T WE f'lAKE A FU LL-D ESS I.~TI Dr·1 ~.L STUDY 

OF Tl E TAX C \ED IT PLA '. ~·'H IC I FI ST P,\OPOSED IN 1963 FO 

FIN .r CH.G HI HER EDUCATIO.L WE f~UST EXAf~ I NE THE PP.OS .ND 

CO rJS OF UTILIZI NG TA.X C ,EDITS FOR Pf\RENTS HHOSE CI1ILD Ei, 

ATTE · D APP. OVED P IV ATE ELEr~ErHA Y . D SECor DARY SCHOOLS . 

* * * * * 
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BY FOSTE J NG EDUCATIO~AL PLURALIS r~ J A. EDUCATiot~~AL 

TAX CREDIT COU LD CO JCEI VAB LY PROVE A Hft~Y TO FURTHE 

STRE · GTHE J OUR DEf;lOCRACY 1 I Af~ J THE EFOREJ U ING THE 

COi~G ESS TO STUDY THIS PROPOSAl WITH THE HI !.EST PRIORITY 

ATTE HION I 

HHH 
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IN J\f'tERICA TODAYJ EDUCATIO \ IS THE SATEH Y TO THE 

F TURE ~ 

BUT THE r1ERICA EDUCATIOil .L SYSTEr~ IS 0 'CE rr:o E AT 

A CRoss ROADS I HE A E lOv! EfJGft.GE I 'l \ P \oFou m N J I o J .L 

DEBATE ABOUT THE PURPOSES OF ED 'CATI OIL 

I A 1 CO! I NCED TH ~T THE BAS IC UESTI OrJ VIE ~UST f,SK 

OURSELVES .~T THI f10f·~Ern IS : vHPT DO HE SEEK OR rPJ orJ 

EARTH? 

OUR A S~JE \ TO THIS QUESTI ON vHLL HELP 'S CHART THE 

COURSE FO THE KI lD OF EDUCATIOf!AL SYSTE.' ~E ·JEED ro A 

BETTER Ar:ERI CA I 
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THIS IS T E C ALLE~GE BEFORE US . WE SEEK HUMA 

DIG HTY 1 PERSONAL EXP ESS I ON AND FULF I LLriNT 1 FREEDor~ 

AJD J STICE . WE rEED A SOCIETY OF C01PASS I O~ SWELL 

AS COl :FORT I 

* * * * * 

EDUCATIO J f·IUST HELP US AC I EVE THESE AIMS. IT MUST 

I NVOLVE r1f.l. IN I DEP~s As WELL AS THIN ,s . 

* * * * * 
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·:E riUST PARTICULAR LY I ,CRErSE DIRECT LL0\'1 JCES TO 

VETE Js . AFTER vJORLD WAR I I I noRE THAN ALF oF ALL 

VETERA SHERE ABLE TO ATTE"D PRIVATE COLLEGES . HITH 

HI HER COSTS P.T PRI V TE COLLE ES 1 80 PE CE~'T 0 LL 

VETE A'\ s ·mv t.TTE m PUBLIc I lSTIT 'TI oNs . r I :TErm 

TO Ii;TRODUCE LEriSLATIO ' TO RED ESS THIS If'~BAL t CE TO ALLOH 

GE' UHJE EQLIALITY OF EDUCATI O JJ\L OPPORTUf ITY TO VETE RAflS . 

TAX CREDITS FOR EDUCATION ~~ £ AG I ·: ON THE ~ TI DrJ 'S 

AGE 'DA . If ' 1963 1 AS P.SSISTA lT f1AJO ITY LE .DE OF THE 

U liTED STATES SE ATE 1 I P .OPOSED Tl T HE ADOPT THIS COU .SE 

FOR Fir~A 'CI ~G HI JHER EDUCATI 0 L 

* * * * * 
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ON THE FLOOR OF THE SE[ ATE I ST. TED: 

"WH ILE THIS TAX CREDIT PROPOS/\.L HOULD OT SOL E ALL 

T~E Fli~A;JC I AL PROBLEr1S RELATED TO HIGHER EDUCATI ON ~ IT 

,~OULD REP .ESEi''T A SIGI IFIC T CotlTRIBUTi ot. HELL vH TI IP OUP 

'lATI O,lAL t1EN S ~ IT WOULD P OVIDE THIS SSIST t CE If fi~AJN E \ 

THAT AVO IDS fl.i!Y ARGUfv1EIH ABOUT FEDER/\L CONTROL OF EDUCATI O 

AND ALSO THE NAGG ING QUESTI O J OF CHURC l-STftTE RELATI ONS 1 

r:,OREOVERI IT HOU LD P ~o, IDE THIS JD HITHOUT Hf, ' ING T EXPM D 

THE FEDE .AL BU. EAUCRACY TO ADM I liSTER THE P OG \ 11 ~ " 

* * * * * 

CATI"OLI c SCHOOLii~G IS ![~ ~' SERIous CRISIS I 

* * * * * 
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In America today, education is the gateway to the future. 

But the American educational system is once more at a 

crossroads. We are now engaged in a profound national debate 

about the purposes of education. 

I am convinced that the basic question we must ask 

ourselves at this moment is: what do we seek for man on earth? 

Our answer to this question will help us chart the course 

for the kind of educational system we need for a better America. 

This is the challenge before us. We seek human dignity, personal 

expression and fulfillment, freedom and justice. We need a society 

of compassion as well as comfort of humanism as well as hardware; 

and of freedom as well as food. 

---------------~ 
Education must help us achieve these aims. It must i 

ideas as well a~~n ethics as in engineering. 

Diversity and full access to opportunity ought to be 

the hallmark of our educational system - at all levels. 

I am deeply worried about the crisis facing Catholic and 

other private schooling. But all Americans should be concerned 

when any voluntary part of our society is in trouble. We know 

that the heart of our democracy has _always been the voluntary, 

private efforts of our citizens~·~----------------------.---------_.; 

Thomas Jefferson was well aware of this truth. Writing 

to the French Ursuline Sisters in 1803 President Jefferson stated 

that: 
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rtWhatever diversity of shade may appear in the religious 

opinions of our fellow citizens, the charitable objects of your 

institution cannot be indifferent to any; and its furtherance of 

the wholesome purposes of society, by training up its younger 

members in the way they should go, cannot fail to ensure it the 

patronage of the government it is under." 

Like Jefferson, us 

schools furthr the "wholesome purposes of 

are in trouble, our entire society suffers. 

religious liberty and e~~onal pluralis~ 

are the foundations of American dem~/Justice Jackson once 

said that "compulsory unification of opinion achieves only the 

unanimity of the graveyard." We must continuously promote diversity 

of outlook and experience in America. We must beware of creating 

forms of democratic tyranny. As de Toqueville warned us, this would 

be worse than the classical kind: "it would degrade men without 

tormenting them."---------------------­____. ------ ~~----
We are all sensitive to the crisis confronting American 

education. I agree with the Chairman of the Association of 

American Colleges, Father Paul Reinert, that many private colleges 

and universities may be 'tliving out their last years." I believe 

that our nation's 1500 private colleges and universities must 

be given a national commitment of enduring support. 
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Ever since I came to Congress in 1949 I have repeatedly 

stressed a national commitment to p~uralism and diversity 

in higher education. I have urged both increased institutional 

aid and expanded student assistance. 

We must particularly increase direct allowances to 

veterans. After World War II more than half of all veterans 

were able to attend private colleges. With higher costs at 

private colleges, 80% of all veterans now attend public institutions. 

I intend to introduce legislation to redress this imbalance to allow 

genuine equality of educational opportunity to veterans. 

Tax credits for education are again on the nation's agenda. 

In 1963, as Assistant Majority Leader of the United States Senate, 

I proposed that we adopt this course for financing higher education. 

On the floor of the Senate I stated: 

•rThe sliding tax credit schedule provides a sensible and 

workable system of federal assistance that helps every student, 

indirectly helps both public and private institutions, and does 

so in a manner that in no way interferes with individual or 

institutional freedom or policies. This bill, providing for a 

declining tax credit for expenditures on tuition, fees, books, 

and supplies mitigates the distortion found in the large majority 

of bills that rely on tax deductions, additional exemptions, 

or non-variable tax credit ••• 
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While this tax credit proposal would not solve all the 

financial problems related to higher education, it would 

represent a significant contribution well within our national 

means. It would provide this assistance in a manner that avoids 

any argument about federal control of education and also the 

nagging question of church-state relations. Moreover, it would 

provide this aid without having to expand the federal bureaucracy 

to administer the program." 

<==Catholic schooling is in a serious crisis. 

Between 1967 and 1970 your elementary and secondary schools 

lost more than 10 percent of their enrollment, a decline of over 

650,000 students. This decline continues. 

We have reasons for this crisis. 1changes were set in 

motion by the Second Vatican Council. Inflation has cut family 

incomes just as private school costs rose. With new educational 

legislation, public schools have received a greater share of the ) 
Federal dollar than before. 

I am aware of your religious concerns for social justice. 

The growth of inner-city parochial school systems within the 

diocesan system -- working closely with our public systems -- is 

a clear sign of your social conscience. I applaud the pilot 

projects for joint public-parochial school planning in Philadelphia, 

New Orleans and San Francisco. 
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Every legislator is sensitive to financial sacrifice 

millions of families are making to provide Catholic schooling 

to their children. We know that your per pupil costs are less 

than one-half the costs in our public system. We also realize that 

this is largely due to the $! billion in "contributed services,. 

provided yearly by nearly 200,000 dedicated religious men and women. 

All Americans owe them profound gratitude for their dedication to 

educating the whole person. 

We must meet the crisis confronting Catholic schooling~~ 
We must encourage greater sharing of public and private educationa 

resources. Our goal must be to promote educational reform -- to 

make all schools, public and private, truly responsive to the 

needs of our communities. Our focus must be to develop and 

educate children -- not to argue endlessly over the buildings 

where the education is imparted. 

I have insisted that we must provide multiple forms of aid 

to parochial schools. We must greatly expand grants-in-aid for 

science equipment, modern educational tools (e.g., audio-visuals), 

and improved facilities and libraries. We must also expand child 

feeding programs in parochial schools, particularly the school 

1 ch program. 

Private schools ought to be provided with the full range 

of auxiliary services. I find it discriminatory and unconscionable 

that any child is denied textbooks, testing services, counseling 
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services, and health and welfare services, transportation, 

psychological testing, and therapeutic and remedial services. ~ 

Last June the Supreme Court ruled in favor of .. secular, 

neutral, and non-ideological" materials and services provided 

in common to all students. But the Office of Education has 

still not assured that federal assistance programs do, in 

fact, reach all eligible children, including those in non-

public schools. I demand that the Office of Education guarantee 

that every state pass down funds on an equitable participation 

basis and not in discriminatory ways. 

At this moment our gravest concern is the financial weaknesses 

of the parochial school system. And these are serious. All of 

us -- public officials, educators, parents -- are wrestling with 

ways to shore up these finances. But as the Supreme Court stated, 

we must not create "excessive entanglement" of church and state. 

I believe we must impress on all Americans that the impact 

of reduced Catholic schooling could prove a major public burden. 

If the State of New York were to lose 70% of its Catholic elemen-

tary schools and 50% of your high schools through forced closing over 

the next decade, one estimate says that the public would incur 

nearly $1 billion extra in school operating costs. 

that the closing of even 

parochial school hurts the entire private sector of 

free societ~ Were your system to collapse in large urban 

one ) 

our 

areas, 

the American taxpayer would be forced to bear an intolerable burden. 
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No one has all the answers to this crisis, but we should 

recall certain points from our history. When our Constitution 

was adopted, most schools were private, not public. In the early 

19th Century these schools -- sponsored not by Catholic but by 

other religious bodies -- received public subsidies from tax 

monies. Only later did this practice stop. 

I agree that we must not excessively entangle church and 

state. Yet as Chief Justice Burger has said, .. The line of 

separation far from being a 'wall', is a blurred, indistinct and 

variable barrier depending on all the circumstances of a particular 

relationship ... Metaphors can be helpful. But 

them pre~t us from dealing with realiti~I am extremely 

conscious of potential dangers which arise from the excessive 

intermingling of church and state. But we should not let our 

genuine fears overwhelm our sense of fair-play. --A growing American public accepts this reasoning. We 

should promote educational pluralism as a public good not just up 

to age 18, but throughout our lives. 

make a full-dress national study of 

the tax credit plan which I first proposed in 1963 for financing 

higher education. We must examine the pros and cons of utilizing 

tax credits for parents whose children attend approved private 

elementary and secondary schools. 
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Government must carry out its proper functions. As 

Ernest Barker once said, these are ••functions of service 

rendered to rights and therefore rendered to persons, individual 

persons, who own these rights as the necessary conditions of 

the development in action of their individual personality." 

Government's responsibility is to protect the rights of persons 

-- not to preclude them from exercising these rights. 

I have always favored the child-benefit theory of education. 

We must consider many hard questions before recommending that 

educational tax credits become law. Yet few Americans can deny 

that our nation grows strong and thrives on diversity of opinion 

~d ju~B; fos~ng educational pluralism an -educational 

tax credit could conceivably prove a way to further strengthen 

our democracy. I am, therefore, urging the Congress to study 

this proposal with the highest priority attention. 

------~---------------
~~ 
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