
MEMORANDUM 

April 28, 1972 

TO: SENATOR 

FROM: DAN 

SUBJECT: FARM MEETING 

I am attaching a copy of Thornton's memo as well as our press 
release. 

A man by the name of John W. Sharp of the Department of Agriculture 
at Ohio State University has been instrumental in organizing this 
meeting. 

Attending the meeting will be 100 farm organization representatives 
and farmers. NFO , NFU, Farm Bureau Federation, Milk Producers, 
Grain and Feed Dealers, 4 H, Farm Equipment Dealers, Ohio Rural 
Cooperatives, Ohio Livestock Producers. 

N. Kirk Moreland , State President of NFO and Charlie Nash, State 
Chairman of Ohio NFU are expected to attend. Bill Swank of the 
Ohio Farm Bureau Federation and Earl McMunn of the OHIO FARMER wll 
also be there. 

Vandalia is close to the heart of the hog and beef cattle region 
of Ohio. Slightly north of here, corn and soy beans are very 
strong . 

A couple of things on the minds of farmers in this region: the 
desire to compete with agricultural operations in other countries; 
they are against protectionism; they are concerned as being type 
cast as villains for rising supermarket prices; fear of industrial­
ization of farm areas. 
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MP.MORANDill' 

To: 

From: 

Subject! 

Senator Humphrey 

.Tim Thornton d ~--1"-
Background and Suggestions for Your Meeting 
Wit.h Ohio Farm Lea'l~rs Thi!:; Frid.gy; Apri 1 28 

According to the 1969 Agricultural Census {the latest 
data available) there "'ere lllJOOO farms in Ohiu, about 
9,000 lt~ss t.lH;.n there were in 1964. Most of t.lH~ farms 
in Ohio ate sroa1 1 (under I 00 acres) and they gt~o::;s under 
$10,000 annually. Most Ohio farms ilre involved in 
l"vestock (cattle, hogs or sheep) ano grains (corn and 
~heat) production including soybeans-

Only 17.542 out of 111,000 farms in Ohio in 1969 grossed 
in excess of SlO,OOO annually. All of the reductioJl 
in Ohio farms between 1964 and 1~)69 C\lille from those 
grossing less than $10,000, wl1ile at the same time the 
number of farm:~ grossing more tr.an that amount increased 
during that period by almost s,ooo. The total amount 
of land in farms in Ohio in 1969 was about 17 million 
acres ... clown about 500,000 at:rcs frOJlJ 1964. About half 
o£· ·ohio 1 s farnland is tons ide red crop 1 and . 

·-~ :·~ .. 

Most. of: tht~ filflfi operators in Ohio are full owneT.s~. tuity 
13;000 ' operators in 1969 ~ere considered as tena~ts . . 
1-tost Ohio farmers live on the farms they operate ·t1ut most · 
of them also- have off- farrn jobs. North and l\cs t On i o ;;_~, · 
has experienced a strong industrial expansion ,,•hich hcfs· ·. 
supplied e:my off-farm jobs for faTIBc.rs. 

While t.}le average age of · the Ohio farm operator is .so 
rears old, I 'Kould suspect th;.tt the avera?.c age 1e\rel 
is loKer for those farmers grossing mort:? than $10,000, 

You migllt wish to remind these fatm leaders of your work 
and efforts this past year to get a grain reserve bill 
passed '-'hich included a 25 percent f:l8.niiatory im:.rease 
in the loan rates fot h'he\lt and feed P.rains. You might 
also ldsh to rendnd. them of your 90t pi'lrit}' dairy price 
support bill "ith its built r in cscalJtor clause to adjust 
for production cost increa~es "'ltich occur throughout the 
milk marketing year- And finally, you should remind 
them of !>orne of the provisions of t.he Rural Dc\fcloprnent 
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Act (that arc still in it) relating to loans for young 
farm~rs, increasing the loan limit for an individual FHA 
farm Operating loan from $35,000 to $50,000 and the 
prov~sions to establish a special research and extension 
ucat1on progr:Jrn to help small farmers as farmer::;. 

In addition the expansion of PI~ lending authorities 
for non-farm bu::;iness enterprises also should be 
of interest to ID<lB}' farmers who rnay 'k'cmt to establish 
or expand into the non-farm business field. 

ed-

More importantly, I believe you should stTess the importance 
of getting a 1 an in the Whit~ House next year who personPlly 
knows and undcrs t ands agriculture and Rural Amcr ica. One 
of the first things that the President \dll have to face 
next year in Congress is enactment of a new farm hill. 

Given the changes that are going to take place in the 
House next >'ear due t-o this fall's election (new members 
as a result of ~..Ieaths ~ retirements ttnd reapportionment) 
getting a farm. hill out of that body next. ye~r js ~oing 
to be a truly major undertaking- -even if the Presi<lcnt 
is a Hubert Humphrey. Anyone in the White House wi t.h less 
understanding and zeal in support of farmers than )'0\1 1wve, 
and there simpl)t \till not be a farm bill next yettr. 
T f farmers thin"k the}' have been ill-treated br consumer price 
concerns this year, l'ai t until all those new House members 
from suburbia get back here next year. 
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FOR RELEASE--
1:45 P. M. ~riday, April 29, 1972 ... 
CONTACT: Jack Hc11onald 
1245 Statler Hilt0n 
(216) 696-5826 

HTJMPHn.EY PLEDI,ES T-fELP FOR FA11MER 

VA~DALLI\, Oh:i.o, .L\pril 29--Senator Hubert H. Humphrey said 

today that the next President of t~e United States will determine 

fa~m policy· f0r the rest of the decade and pledged to restore dscent 

farm prices if he is elected. 

I~m~hrcy spoke at a Farm Forum here before representatives 

of nearly 100 farn organizations: 

"Next year ~ i th the expira tinn of the 1\gricul tural Act of 1970 .. 

Congress will have to enact new farm legislation. The shape and th · 
. hiloso,hy behind that leQislation will he strongly influenced by 
whoever is President of the United States. 

''Given the turnover in the Hnuse of Representatives next years 
farmers and -q,ural Americans l·rill need a PTe.sident i\Yho kn01vs and 

- thoroughly understands their nroblems and needs, and who is willing 
to fight on their behalf. I h~ve th0se credentials. The pnlitical 
muscle of farmers, rt;ral residents and rural COT!ll"T'.llni ties has been 
weakened greatly in recent decaies because of t he shift in our 
Nation's populati0n f rom rural to urban areas. That trend and other! 
will make i t increasinglY difficult in the future to nass legislatioi 
to help farmers and rural citizens. -

nThis task "t-'li ll become even more difficult if the Administratim 
is successful in strinping the U. s. Denartment of Agriculture of 
all of itS ex i sting nonfarm agencies l-'Thlch it has proposed. 

"Whatever pol itical leverage or muscle farmers or rural 
America have today, will be tot a lly dissipated if these develop­
ments occur. 

" griculture is rural America's number one industrY. If it 
hecomes separated org,anizationally 1Hthin our national g(wernm.ent, 
then both farm and nonfarm residents \rill suffer. The ueonle of 
rural America will become the peo~le left behind. · • 

HORE 
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HU1'-PHREY - page 2 

"I-f nomin2.ted and e :f_e r:ted President o+ the Hnited States, 
I l'.Till not only strengtb;;!l the role 0f the TJ. S. Derartn,ent of 
Agriculture as it relates to agriculture and conservation, but 
as it relates to all of ru~~·al .\merica. And I '\·r ill ~ive the highest 
priority to the number on8 need of the ~amily farmer--the 
restoration 0f decent fa ·n.1 prices." 

Hu~phrey said he would also place farm rerresentatives on the 

Ped8ral Trade and Tariff Co~missions. 

He p~ . ed~ed to apnoint farm econ0mists to the Federal Rescr¥e 

Board and the President's C0uncil of Economic Advisors. 

"The farmer has nQ real vcd ce in the high councils of govern­
ment and a-<: the ·vhi te House. I '"ant to change this nractice of' 
exclusion and nevlect. ~e can't save the family farm and we c~n't 
inprovc the quali ty of li-fe in rural America unless those who make 
-rolicy 3.re awar ·3 of the n8eds of 70 million rural A.mericans." 

--H!-!H--
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