
MAY 24, 1972 

MEMORANDUM 

FOR: SENATOR 

FROM: DAN 

SUBJECT: TOWN HALL ADDRESS 
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THIS SPEECH IS BASED ON AN EXPERT ANALYSIS OF MCGOVERN'S DEFENSE 
BUDGET PREPARED FOR US BY A HIGH-LEVEL ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE 
STAFF MEMBER. THIS MAN WAS A MEMBER OF MCNAMARA'S DEFENSE ANALYSIS 
TEAM. WE HAVE CHECK THE ACCURACY OF THE FIGURES WE USE. 

MAX HAD A MAJOR PART IN DRAFTING THE SPEECH. 

I AM INCLUDING A COPY OF THE MEMO MENTIONED ABOVE. 
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REMARKS BY SENATOR HUBERT H·.· HUMPHREY 

TOWN HALL 

THURSDAY~· MAY 25~· 1972 



AS COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE ARMED FORCES OF THE 
UNITED STATES; THE PRESIDENT IS CHARGED BY THE CONSTITUTION 

TO PROTECT AND DEFEND THE NATION, ILft._...~r_• 

STRENGTH ~ THAT HE BELIEVED WAS NECESSARY 

TO SAFEGUARD THE NATION, 

TODAY~· AMERICANS ARE ENGAGED IN A GREAT NATIONAL 

DEBATE AS TO WHAT BEST CONSTITUTES AN ADEQUATE DEFENSE 

POSTURE FOR THE 1970'S. 

AMERICANS RIGHTLY ASK: 

HOW MUCH OF OUR NATIONAL HEALTH MUST WE SPEND 

FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES? 

THIS BASIC QUESTION IS AN APPROPRIATE ISSUE IN A 
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PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN, INDEED~· IT IS AN ESSENTIAL 

QUESTION TO BE FULLY DISCUSSED IF THE ELECTION IS TO 

BE TRULY MEANINGFUL, 

THE VOTERS OF CALIFORNIA HAVE A RIGHT TO KNOvJ 

THE VIEWS OF THE CANDIDATES ON DEFENSE AND RELATED ISSUES, 

THE ISSUE OF NATIONAL DEFENSE IS PARTICULARLY 

Ir1PORTANT BECAUSE SENATOR McGOVERN HAS PROPOSED THAT IF 

HE HERE ELECTED PRESIDENT·~· HE WOULD REDUCE THE DEFENSE 

BUDGET BY 1975 BY $32,·4 BILLION--A CUT OF APPROXH1ATELY 

43 PERCENT·: 

I BELIEVE A PUBLIC PRESENTATION OF MY OWN VIEWS 

IS ESSENTIAL·: AND I SHALL STATE rw POSITION FIRMLY AND 

WITH DIRECTNESS FOR THERE IS NO MORE VITAL ISS~E BEFORE 

US TODAY·,· 



0 0 0 I l -3 

I LOOK UPON SENATOR McGOVERN'S PROPOSAL AS A 

UNILATERAL PROGRAM FOR MILITARY REDUCTIONS, I CANNOT 

AGREE WITH IT. I CONSIDER IT DANGEROUS TO OUR NATIONAL 

SELF-INTEREST, 

MY PUBLIC CAREER HAS BEEN DEDICATED TO PEACE 

AND DISARMAMENT": 

--1 WAS THE AUTHOR OF THE LEGISLATION WHICH 

CREATED THE ARMS CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT AGENCY IN 1955, 

--1 WAS CHAIRMAN OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON ARMS 

CONTROL OF THE SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE FROM 

1955 TO 1958·,· 

·--1 WAS THE AUTHOR OF THE LIMITED TEST BAN TREATY 
OF 1963·,· 

--1 WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN THE PLANNING AND 
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY 

OF 1968. 

--AND AS VICE PRESIDENT~- I PLAYED A LEADING 

ROLE IN THE CREATION OF A NUCLEAR FREE ZONE IN LATIN 

AMERICA. 

THESE ARE SOME OF THE ACCO PLISHMENTS IN THE 

NAME OF PEACE FOR WHICH I AM VERY PROUD. 

BUT I BELIEVE THAT DISARMAMENT CAN ONLY LEAD 

TO PEACE IF IT IS THE RESULT OF MUTUAL AGREEt1ENT BET~vEEN 

NATIONs·. OTHERviiSE·; IT CAN LEAD 8 TO DISASTER·; 

SENATOR McGOVERN'S PROPOSALS ARE UNRELATED TO 

THE REALITIES OF SOVIET POWER~· INTENTIONS AND CAPABILITIES·.· 

AS SUCH~- THEY ARE DANGEROUS TO THE BEST INTERESTS OF OUR 
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NATIONAL SECURITY. 

TO SAVE $32 BILLION SOUNDS VERY APPEALING·, BUT 

I WANT TO ASK·:· AT WHAT COST? 

--SENATOR McGOVERN'S PROGRAM · : WOULD UNILATERALLY 

HALT THE FURTHER PRODUCTION OF SUCH IMPORTANT WEAPONS AS 

THE MINUTEMAN III AND THE POSEIDON MISSILE~THE POSEIDON 

-- .. · .. ·- MISSILE IS OUR MOST INVULNERABLE AND DEPENDABLE 

DEFENSIVE WEAPON. 

--SENATOR McGOVERN ALSO PROPOSES THE PHASE OUT OF 

ANYWHERE FROM 30 TO 60 PERCENT OF THE AMER ICAN STRATEGIC 

BOMBER FORCE·~· PLACING THE ENTIRE BURDEN OF OUR STRATEGIC 

DETERRENT ON NUCLEAR SUBt'lARINEs·; 

--HE PROPOSES REDUCING OUR CARRIER FORCE FROM 

15 TO 6 BY 1975. THts INVOLVES A MASSI 
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PROGRAM OF 9 CARRIERS AND WOULD LEAVE US WITH ONLY 6 

CARRIERS FOR THE ENTIRE ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC/DURING 

THE CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS~· PRESIDENT KENNEDY DEPLOYED 

7 CARRIERS IN THE ATLANTIC ALONE.(THE McGOVERN 6 CARRIER 

FORCE ~JOULD ASSIGN ONLY ONE CARRIER TO THE MEDITERRANEAN - . 
-~ 

THUS SEVERELY REDUCING OUR PRESENCE THERE~· TO THE 

DETRIMENT OF OUR ALLIE~ ISRAEL(DURING THE 

JORDANIAN CRISIS OF 1970~· vJE STATIONED 3 CARRIERS IN 

THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN·.· 

--SENATOR McGOVERN'S DEFENSE CUTBACKS WOULD ALSO 

REDUCE THE NUMBER OF AME~ICAN NAVAL AIR SQUADRONS BY 

ABOUT 80 PERCENTi REDUCE THE NUMBERS OF CRUISERS·,; 
:::> 
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FRIGATES AND DESTROYERS BY MORE THAN 40 PERCENT~· AND ___..... . 

HALT ALL NAVAL SURFACE SHIPBUILDING~· HE SAYS THAT "NO 

FURTHER CONSTRUCTION IS REQUIRED";~E WOULD ALSO REDUCE 

THE NUMBER OF SUBMARINES BY 11~· AND CUT THE RATE OF 

CONSTRUCTION OF NEW SUBMARINES·,; AFTER 1975·,· IN HALF·.·. 

~- 1 
I AM AFRAID . · THAT SENATOR McGOVE N IS NOT CHOOSING 

BETWEEN A ONE OR TWO OCEAN NAVY·.· HIS PROGRAr1 HOULD . 

PROVIDE THIS NATION WITH A GREAT LAKES NAVY·,· 

--SENATOR McGOVERrt PROPOSES CUTTING OUR ACTIVE 

ARMED FORCES DOWN TO A TOTAL OF 1'.,.735~·000 MEN·.· THIS IS 

THE LOWEST NUMBER OF AMERICANS UNDER ARMS SINCE 1950~ 

IT IS 66,000 MEN BELOW THE LEVEL IN HE ARMED FORCES SIX 
....... $5? 

MONTHS BEFORE PEARL H~BOR·.· .... 
--viiTH THESE PERSONNEL CUTBACKS~· SENATOR McGOVERN 
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SAYS THAT THERE WOULD BE "CORRESPONDING CUTBACKS IN BASE . 

AND INDIVIDUAL SUPfORT .. ," THIS ~~OULD IMPLY A CLOSING OF 

ABOUT 25 PERCENT OF THE ARMY BASES TO MATCH THE MASSIVE 
( ~ 

CUTBACKS·,· 

--THE MCGOVERN DEFENSE BUDGET WOULD CAUSE ABOUT 

A 30 PERCENT CUT IN RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT DOLLAR~nom 
~ 

AN EYPI!CT~D $0 Dll~I9N LEVEL TillS \fAR·,· !Q ts',·s BILLH!f: 

.; 
I RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT FUNDS ARE CUT SO SEVERELY THAT 

WE WOULD BE MODERNIZING OUR ARMED FORCES AT A RATE OF ONE 

THIRD THE LEVEL WE SUSTAINED IN THE DECADE BEFOHE VIETNAM·~ 

( I BELIEVE THE -kGOVERN APPROACH IN THIS AREA~· IS A 

THROWBACK TO THE DAYS BEFORE KOREA--OR EVEN TO THE 1930's. 

--AND FINALLY·~· THE McGOVERN BUDGET DRASTICALLY 
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REDUCES THE OPERATING FUNDS OF OUR ARMED FORCES TO THE 

DAYS OF THE LATE 1950'S·~· WHEN TRAINING AND READINESS WERE 

POOR AND THE STOCKS OF AMMUNITION AND SUPPLIES WERE Low: 

;(THE DEFENSE BUDGET WHICH HE PROPOSES~ ALLOWS ONLY $200 

MILLION FOR THE OVERHAUL OF SHIPS). ~ES AND WEA~NSJ 

MEDICAL SUPPLIES AND SERVICESJ SPARE PARTS; TRANSPORTATIONJ - ~ ~ 
~ 

FUEL FOR SHIPS AND PLANES AND OTHER OPERATING COSTS~ESE 

COSTS RUN NOW AT !10 BILLION PER YEAR·.~THER THE SENATOR 

HAS MADE A GRIEVOUS ERROR IN HIS 98 PERCENT CUT IN OPERATING 

FUNDS~· OR HE PLANS TO HAVE A COMPLETELY INOPERABLE ARMY~· 

NAVY AND AIR FORCE~ 
--z:::::=:==:::o::::::::::: ::::> 

L.... I STATED EARLIER~· THAT SENATOR McGOVERN'S 

PROPOSALS WERE UNRELATED TO THE REALITIES OF SOVIET POvJER 
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AND CAPABILITIES·; THE ENORMOUS IRRESPONSIBILITY OF THESE 

PROPOSALS COMES INTO SHARP FOCUS WHEN WE UNDERSTAND THAT 

WITHOUT A CLEAR AND PRECISE MUTUAL DISARMAMENT AGREEMENT 

WITH THE SOVIET UNION~· THE McGOVERN PROPOSALS WOULD BE 

WEAKENING OUR DEFENSES~· WHILE THE SOVIET UNION INTENSIFIES 

ITS MILITARY AND NAVAL MODERNIZATION AND EXPANSION·.· 

--WE KNOW NOW THAT THE SOVIETS HAVE CONSTRUCTED 

NEARLY 100 NEW ICBM SILOS -- SOME OF WHICH ARE VERY LARGE~· 

INDICATING INCREASED PAYLOADS CAPABLE OF THREATENING OUR 

LAND BASED ICBM Is·.· 

--THE SOVIETS HAVE DEVELOPED AN IMPROVED AND 

LONGER RANGE MISSILE TO BE LAUNCHED FROM A NUCLEAR 

SUBMARINE. 

--DEPLOYMENT OF A NEW SWING-WING BOMBER ABOUT 
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TWO AND A HALF TIMES THE SIZE OF OUR FB-111 IS TAKING PLACE·.· 

--AND THEIR RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT IN ABM RADARS 

AND OTHER ELECTRIC SYSTEMS IS PROCEEDING AT A FAST PACE·,· 

ALTHOUGH IT r~Y NOT BE NECESSARY FOR THE UNITED 

STATES TO COUNTER EACH NEW SOVIET MILITARY DEVELOPMENT~· 

THE McGOVERN RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT BUDGET IS SO LOW 

THAT IT ELIMINATES OUR OPTIONS TO DO SO~ 
~ 

~ALL AMERICANS ARE EXPECTANTLY READIN REPORTS 

FROM MOSCOW , AN AGREEMENT TOWARD SOME TYPE OF MUTUAL 

REDUCTION AND CONTROL OF STRATEGIC ARMAMENTS SEEMS 

IMMINENT, 

~ THOSE WHO KNOW MY RECORD UNDERSTAND HOW AN 

AGREEMENT SUCH AS THIS~· IS A FULFILLMENT OF ALL THAT I 
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HAVE BEEN STRIVING FOR DURING MY PUBLIC LIFE·.· AND SHOULD 

PRESIDENT NIXON SIGN A TRULY FAR-REACHING AND EFFECTIVE 

AGREEMENT~· I WOULD ENTHUSIASTICALLY JOIN ALL AMERICANS IN 

COMMENDING HIM·~· FREE FROM ANY PARTISAN CONSIDERATIONS·.· 

BUT I ASK YOU·~· COULD ANY SUCH AGREEMENT~· OR CAN 

ANY FUTURE AGREEMENTS BE REALISTICALLY ARRIVED AT1 IF 

PRIOR TO THE NEGOTIATIONS~· WE UNILATERALLY REDUCED OUR 

STRENGTH AND OUR FORCES? 

IN LABOR NEGO lATIONS. 
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ALL OF US RECOGNIZE THAT THERE IS ~ WASTE IN 

THE MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT",· WE ALL WANT TO ELIMINATE THIS 

WASTE. MY VOTING RECORD IN THE SENATE IS PROOF OF MY OWN 

DETERr1INATION TO ELIMINATE WASTE IN THE r~ILITARY~· WHEREVER 

IT IS FOUND. 

~E MUST GIVE CONSIDERATION TO THE ELIMINATION OF 

MANY WASTEFUL AMERICAN BASES OVERSEAS·.· 

~WE MUST EXAMINE OUR TOP-HEAVY COMMAND STRUCTURE 

WHICH IS LOADED WITH TOO MANY AD IRALS AND GENERAL~WE 

MUST PREVENT OUR DIVISIONS FROM BEING PADDED WITH TOO 

MANY NON-COMBAT TROOPS. WE MUST DEVELOP AN EFFECTIVE 

SYSTEM TO REVIEW THE NEED FOR A WEAPON SYSTEM BEFORE - NOT 

~FTER - IT HAS BEE~_ P~ODUCED~D I BELIEVE THAT THE 

PENTAGON MUST REVAMP ITS PROCUREMENT SYSTEM TO AVOID THE 
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TREMENDOUS WASTE INVOLVED WITH COST OVER-RUNS·.· 

BUT LET US NOT·~· IN THE INTEREST~- OR UNDER THE 

GUISE OF ELIMINATING WASTE·~· SHARPLY CURTAIL THE STRENGTH 

AND FIBER OF OUR NATIONAL DEFENSE POSTURE. 

::Jt-. 
a;.JI ANY REALISTIC EVALUATION OF OUR NATIONAL DEFENSE 

REQUIREMENTS·~· MUST TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION THE ROLE OF THE 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE IN OUR NATIONAL ECONOMY AND THE 

ECONOMY OF T~~~ CALIFORNIA, 

/!Jdl ':!1"5Jll NEVER URGE EXPENDITURES FOR DEFENSE SOLELY 

~FFECTIVE·~· ON-GOING PROGRAMS FOR THOSE r~EN AND WOMEN 

AND THOSE COMMUNITIES HARD HIT BY SPENDING CUTBACKS. 
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~NOT ONLY ARE SENATOR McGOVERN'S PROPOSALS A 

SERIOUS THREAT TO THE SECURITY OF OUR NATION·~· BUT THEY 

ARE·~· INDEED~· A DIRECT THREAT TO THE ECONOMIC SECURITY OF 

WORKING FAMILIES AND THE ECONO IC VIABILITY OF THE STATE 

OF CALIFORNIA. 

--NEARLY 20 PERCENT OF ALL DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

PRIME CONTRACTS COME TO CALIFORNIA -- THAT'S ABOUT $5,2 

BILLION A YEAR·: 

--IN THE AREA OF RESEARCH AND DEVELOP ENT·; 28 

PERCENT OF THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT'S MON EY COMES TO 

CALIFORNIA'S EDUCATIONAL~· NON-PROFIT AND BUSINESS 

COMMUN ITIES, 

--AND NEARLY 5001000 CALIFORNIANS WORK ON 
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MILITARY BASES OR IN DEFENSE RELATED JOBS·.· 

THE JOBS OF THESE PEOPLE AND THE BASIC ECONOMIC 

HEALTH OF THIS STATE DESERVE TO BE CONSIDERED IN ANY -
PROPOSAL FOR REDUCED DEFENSE SPENDI NG. 

I DO NOT FIND SUCH CONSIDERATION IN SENATOR 

BUDGET. 

ES COULD BE LOST EN UP TO A UARTER OF THEM 

AND THE COMMUNITI 

- 16 -



000129 
--THE CIVILIAN AND MILITARY SHIPYARDS IN CALIFORNIA 

WILL BE SEVERELY INJURED BY THE MC OVERN NAVAL CUTBACKS. 

--THE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT GO ING ON 

AT CALIFORNIA'S EDUCATIONAL INSTIUTIONS WILL BE ENDANGERED 

BY A 50 PERCENT REDUCTION IN RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 

DOLLARS COMING INTO THIS STATE UNDER THE MCGOVERN BUDGET, 

CALIFORNIA'S ALREADY DEPRESSED 

AEROSPACE I Y HARMED AS A 

RESULT OF THE MASSI SPEND ING CUTBACKS·.· THE 

FAMILIES AND COMMUNI NDENT ON THE CONTINUED 

VITALITY OF T A SEVERE BLOW 

BACKS CAE INTO EFFECT, 

I 
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I WILL NOT G DOWN SUCH A PATH IN THE NAME OF o/.-h t.-0 ,.._ 

NOMY, ~.· AND ENATOR ~1C OVERN ' S RECONV ION 

PR AM1 AS AN ANSWE TO SOFTENING THE Ir1PA OF HIS 

TO HIS PROGRAMS WOULD 

THE MCGOVERN 

--DOES NOT SUPPLY 

TO IVERS IFY I 

ASS 

--PRO IDES FUNDS WHICH ARE A DROP 
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I RECOGNIZE THAT THE ESSENTIAL DRIVING FORCE IN 

THE DESIRE TO REDUCE DEFENSE SPENDING LIES IN THE NEED 

TO ELIMINATE THE POVERTY AND HUMAN SUFFERING WHICH STILL 

EXIST IN AMERICA·.-__ /11~ ~,.,.....~ 

I HAVE SPENT A LIFETIME FIGHTING TO IMPROVE THE ~ 

I vJANT TO END HUNGER·.· 

CARE FOR ALL AMERICANS. I WANT TO REBUILD OUR CITIES 

AND PROVIDE ALL OF OUR CHILDREN WITH A GOOD EDUCATION. 

AND I WANT TO SEE THIS NATION WITH PEOPLE AT WORK--

5.-0N WELFARE·.· 
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STRY ARE DEVELOPED·.· 

THE CHOICE IS NOT BETWEEN MAINTAINING OUR PRESENTLY 
=--· 

HIGH LEVEL OF DEFENSE SPENDING OR EMBARKING ON A PROGRAM 

OF IRRESPONSIBLE AND DRASTIC CUTBACKS AS SENATOR MCGOVERN 

WOULD HAVE US no·.· 

THERE IS A IDDLE GROUND OF RESPONSIBILITY WITH 

SECURITY. THAT IS A COURSE ANYONE WHO SEEKS THE PRESIDENCY 

MUST FOLLOW. 

THAT IS THE COURSE TO WHICH I AM COMMITTED·.· 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis­
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 




