(FOR RELEASE:
JUNE 24, 1972
9 . 30 A.f-‘[‘)
PLATFORM PROPOSALS
OF

SENATOR HUBERT H. HUVIPHREY

Today, perhaps more surely than at any other time in the
past 40 years, we are faced with a crisis of confidence in our
governmental institutions--

-~A crisis of confidence in the believability and integrity
of government;

--A crisis of confidence in our government's willingness to
understand the everyday nroblems and needs of peonle;

~-~And most important of all, a crisis of confidence in the
ability of government to act.

This very week, a resnected national survey renorted a
precinitious rise in the feelings of alienation among the American
people over the past few vears.

On Monday, the Harris Survey revnorted a sharp increase in
the number of Americans who believe that the people running the
country don't really care what happens to the average American or
what the average American thinks.

Most shocking of all, nearly 70% of those interviewed
exnressed the belief that they were living in a political, social
and economic system in which, inevitably, "the rich get richer
and the noor get poorer.”

e are faced with a situation of rising anger, discontent,
fear, frustration, raw groun hostility and widespread honpelessness.
Either we confront and deal with the root causes of these
dangerous symntoms or the very foundations of the institutions

which have made this country great will be threatened.

And the compelling reality of American politics nlaces an
awesome share of the resnonsibility for confronting these problems
upon this relatively modest-sized groun assembled here today.

For the fact of the matter is that throughout our nation only one
national political party has consistently fought for the average

citizen of this country. And that party, the Democratic Party,



-

stands today as the only effective national force to deal with
the fundamental problems we face.

"Te are faced with a task of serious and historical proportions.

It is the obligation of this committee, our convention, and
the Party to fulfill that mandate effectively.

What are some of the elements in this crisis of confidence?

It's a war that doesn't end.

It's a wife whose husband has heen a nrisoner of war for
six years.

It's cities rotting from within.

It's a society in which our elderly feel neglected, the middle
aged feel ignored, and the voung feel ‘1 7éctive.

It's a man with a family without a job wondering how he
will pay the rent.

It's a child in a land of plenty going to bed hungry.

It's a tax system which is unfair.

It's a retired person counting ount “~r -~2nnies tn —av for
an inadequate diet in a society which too often says life is
over at age 65.

It's the fear of cetting sick because it costs too much to
get well.

It's the thousands of kids standing on street corners, getting
into trouble, geing on drucs because they can't find work.

It's the young worker too often invisikle and too often
forgotten by a country that says a college education is the only
way to get ahesad.

It's millions of men and worien working in our mines and
factories under unsafe and hazardous conditions because of a
government that lacks the compassion and courage to enforce job
safety laws.

It's the family that is afraid to take an evening walk
together.

211 this . need not be.

"le have the ability and the resnurces to change things, and
shape the conditions which affect our lives.

To do so e need only the will and commitment to act. And,
we must chart a course to give us direction.

This is our work today.



-3-

Mo testimony in this hrief time can Adecuately detail what
must be done., In a separate =tatement, T am presentinc to this
committee a comprehensive prooram of action.

Now let me highlicht a few cf thece areas.

Nur first order of »usiness is to end the war in Vietnam.

In 1972 the Democratic Partv must prepare a platform which
sets an immediate deadline for tha comdlete withdrarral of Pmerican
troops from Vietnam, and the termination of all 11.S. militarv
operations in South Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia contingent upon
the release of American priscners of war and an accounting of
our personnel missinag in actien. T'e rast persistently pursue a
ceasefire throughout all Indochina u<ing every possihle diplo-
matic channel includina the usa of the Tnited Watiens.

7fter more than a decade of 17.9., militarv assistance,
it is clear that vve have more than fulfilled anv cormitment to
Scuth Vietnam,

Tith a commitment to ending our military operations in
Indochina should come a parallel cormitment to a comprehensive
review of Mmerican defense posture. The anals of this analysis
skould he

~-Payiew all Mmerican commitments to determine which of
those remain in our national interest.

-Reduce American hases overseas.

= 1iv down our top heavv command structure and increase
the proportion of effective comhat troops to support troops.

-Establish a long term defense plan to provide for U.S.
national security and at the =ame ti—e enhance U.S. foreian
, 0l1CY.

~="awimize and modernize the efficiencv of our armed forces
and our total defense capabilities,

-Reform acquisition and procurement procedures to reduce
enormous cost overruns and improve comnetition for defense
contracts

--~Concentrate on the pursuit of armarents limitations and

disarmament acgreed upon by nuclear andrmon-nuclear bpowers



This revie'r must take place hefore detailed hudaget decicsione
can be made. OCur defense hudoet can take reductions. There is
waste and duplication. I have nrevioualy cuggezted that reasonable
reductions that vould not impair our defense capabilities would
be in the range of $12 hillion. Thie ficure has also heen recom-
mended by the Prookings Institutions. Cuts heyond this range
without comparable reductions in the Soviet 'mion's defense
structure would not he realistic nor responsihle.

The Democratic Party has an obligation to estahlish the
programs and policies that will put Americans back to work and
our nation bhack on its feet. The Nixon economic nolicies have
given the American rneople the highest unemnpleyment in a decade,
the highest inflation rate in two decades, the highest hudcet
deficits in four decades, the hichest trade deficits in eight
decades and the hichest interest rate in 100 years. Combined,
these Pepublican economic failures have broucht hardshin and
tragedy to millions of American families,

The gqoal nf the Democratic Pertv must »e the creation of
jobs and meanincgful work. The right to a jok must hecome an
accepted economic and social principle. Thet 5 percent unemplov-
ment or 4 million Americans without jors is acceptable must be
totally rejected by the party which renresents the workinag families
of this nation.

I have submitted proposals to the Committee callina for the
creation of at least a2 one million jo* nublic service emnloyment
program, a special youth emplovment program, retention of the
investment tax credit and the creatinn of programs to deal with
unenmployment among highly skilled perseons.

Johs are one half of the economic equation.

Controlling inflation is the other half.

"Te must have a price and wage stabilization rechanism that
is f2ir, efficient and an advocate of the nuklic interest--not
@ rubber atamp for corrorate business. Stiff prosecution for

price vinlators and price roallbacke whars necaesaly are important

components of a faivr econemics palicy.
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Fairness must also be carried to our tax avsten.

The American Tax system is rigqged acainst the working
families of this country.

Fecause we have reduced Federal income taxes in recent
years,; the regressive payroll, sales and property taxes have
taken larcer and larger amounts from +he taxakrle incomas of
working families.

The middle-income families are heina increasinclv taxed
with regressive pavroll and rales taxes while aiant cornorations
and the privileged fev escape raving their fair share.

Since the Mixon Mdministration has hlatantly refused to
endorse tax reform this year, onr partv has a special ohligation
to make @ firm and realistic commitment to tax reform.

At a minimum, the escentials of the Democratic Party's tax
reform program rust be:

~-Peview the tax code with the ohjective of eliminatina
those special tax privilenes which permit the wealthy few and
the ciant corporations to avoid paying their fair share.

-~By closing tax locpholes we can make availahle funds to
local areas to reduce substantially the homeo'mer's proverty tax
hurden

--Pevieing the social security svstem to cut navroll taxes

~=Simplification of all tax forms and procadures

~-Flimination of Federal tax liahility for thoss peonle
with poverty level incomes.

-~Creation of a tax structure wvhich will not inhihit invest-
ment or limit the incentive to earn.

An extra effort must he made to create a proaressive tax
system at everv level of acovernment.

A progressive tax structure is not onlv fair but it can he
used to achieve a more ecuitahle distribution of income among
all Americans. The increasingly rearessive nature of the American
tax structure is leading to unfair concentration of wealth and a

groving tax burden on middle income persons.



Another goal of our narty must be an effective reform of
the public assistance systen.

e must have a welfare system that treats recinients and
taxpayers fairly. To do this we must scrap the present system
and recoanize welfare as a national prohlem demanding national
answers and national financing.

HJere is tvthat I helieve e must do to assure that compas-
sionate aid for those in need is provided.

Federalize the cost of welfare.

--fet uniform elicihility standards and nrovide a basic
level of assistance for those in need.

- "aintain the incentive to vork by nroviding jobs and job
training along with the establishment of a suitable work require-
ment for recipients.

~Pstablish a nationwide system of child day care and
development centers and conduct an extensive effort to broaden
the food stamp program to every county in America.

--Begin an effort to lift 5 million elderly Americans out
of poverty through increases in the Social Security and 0ld Age
Assistance programs.

I am opposed to substitutine a vast national income
redictribution schema for a trulv effactive and proaressive
public assistance prooram,

To aid those in need must be our goal. I do not helieve that
in order to achieve this anal we must provide all Americans--
recardless of their wealth-—-rith an income qrant.

To adopt a program of income arants for all Americans to
insure assistance for those in need i= unnecessary. Tt will
subctantially increase the tax hurden for middle income Americans
and will bhe a serious liahility to the Democratic Party.

Finally, the nlatform of the Democratic Party would be
tragically deficient if it ionored the needs of 70 percent of

the peonle livinag in urhan and suburhan Armerica.
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Tt should hbe the acal of thies nlatform to focus on street
level government, to maintain the inteqrity of neisahborhoods,
to establich certain rasic services for our cities, to nrovide new
financina mechanisms and te ~lan the use of our resources through
a Vational Growth and Development Policy.

I have offered a detailed rlan and legislative proaram
which includes a well funded revenue sharing program and a
National Domestic Development Bank to enable cities and communities
to move ahead on a wide rance of urgently needed public construction
funded by long term loans.

“le gan't solve the problems of this country without solving
the problems of urban America. 2And, the difficulties confronting
urhan America are due in part to the mass miqration of rural
Americans to the urhan areas. The NDemocratic narty must commit
itself to the revitalization of rural and urban rmerica. They
are inseparalble. There is no relief for one without help for
the other. e simply must move towards an urhan-rural bhalance.

And part of this commitment must include a willingness to
use planning to meet our future needs. The Democratic Party
Platform must outline the creation of structures and policies
in Concoress, the Fxecutive RBranch and at all levels of covernmrent
that will enable us to retter shape and cive direction to our
national growth.

Let me be brutally frank.

The Democratic Party today stands in its most precarious
position since the days of Franklin Poneavelt. A Republican
opnosition, alternztely fanninc and feeding upon, the frustrations
of the American neople stands ready and actively noised to
decimate the Democratic coalition.

And make no mistake about what this means.

Permanent Pepublican dominance in this country means not
only an end to meaningful nroaress in the humanization of life in
America: it means, in many important areas, "turninc the clock
back."

"la have already had that experience.



To those *tho did not helieve this in 1963, T Cite merely
r. Mixon‘s aprointmerts to the Sunreme Court, or +that has
hanpened tn America Aurinag the nast tlree-and--one~half vears in
the area of jors, aid-to-the-cities, and help tc the ncor and
under -privileged,

Permanent Pepuhlican dorinance means covernment “ermanentiv
fastened to the interests of the rrivileged few,

It means ~overnment of the kig money, by the hig money, and
for the big money.

Tt means a societv in which the rich cet more and the rest
of us get less. It reans a widenin7 can hetwveen nrivate affluence
and public poverty.

It means a society in which puhlic services will fail to
keep mace with public needs.

2nd let us not foraget the devastating implications for many
Americans of another four vears of TPanmublican rnle.

any ell educated, middle cla=zs Democrats mav well have the
carahilities, skills and pntential income to cracefully ahsorb
the irmlicatinns of a seeminaly “"qgloriens,” ideolocically-—inaspirer
defeat at the hands of the "enublicans. "ut millions of other
lese fortunate Americans do not.

For while =some affluent Nemocrats will he ahle to ride out
another four years of Repuhlican rule, the cost to millions of
other fellow citizens will he painfully high and to many,
irremedialle.

To some, four more vears of Pepublican rule may mean a
lifetime debility due to the loss of 2 chance to participate in
the lI'eadstart ®roqram, or the loss of an onportunitv for higher
education.

Tor some, Mixon Pepublican rule vill mean unemployvment tvhere
there could have heen a jo». . .and for other=, Pepublican rule
could even mean the aksence of adecuate =ustenance where there
could have reen incone.

To ensure our success in the face of this threat, the
Democratic Party and its platform committee rust remember that

the strenqgth of tlhe Democratic Party since the days of Franklin



Roosevelt has resided in our ability to put together coalitions
which form majorities.

This is the necessary, inevitable, and unending arithmetic
of democracy.

e have heen able to pass legislation in civil rights, aid
to the poor and needv, legislation in health care, education and
housing, legislation for vouth in need and the elderly, for
cities and for the farmer, only hecause e have been a hroad
coalition party. . .and not the party of any single, narrow,
ideoloagical, social or nolitical elite.

Fvery votina survey of the past 30 yenars has clearly demon
strated that the underlying hasis of Democratic strength in
America--indeed, the very reason, why we have been the majority
party and the Republicans have long heen reduced to minority
status~-is that the Democratic Party has been viewved by a majority
of Mmericans as the party which repnresents the averace American
working family.

And this much is clear: TIf the Democratic Party falls into
the hands of any narrov, ideological elite; if it focuses its
concern on matters of interest to only a handful of the privileced
or if it nealects the dav-to-day concerns of the manv, then the
long and scrupulously planned, “emeraina Perublican majority”
may well be upon us.

T have spent a lifetime fiabting the forces of reaction in
this country, and I will fight with all my strencth to nrevent
this from happeninq.

"le have all foudht too lona and hard for nroaress and human
dignity in America to allow this country to he enveloned by the
forces of reaction, racism and privilege.

I hope that the nlatform committee approaches its serious
deliberations with these considerations very much in mind.

Thank you.
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