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I WANT TO TALK r!ITH YOU TODAY FOR JUST A NOMENT ~OUT A 

SUBJECT CLOSE TO hY HEART -- A SUBJECT THAT tS 9N THE MINDS 

OF ALl THE PEOPLE OF :'IOBLES COUNTY AND OF ALL f·hNNESOTANS: 

THE FUTURE OF RURAL AMERlCAt 

RURAL AMERICA IS THE STRENGTH OF t~MERICA -- IT
1
S THE 

BACKBONE OF THE NATION, AND TOO MANY PEOPLE TAKE IT FOR GRANTED. 

WITHOUT AGRICULTURe r/E WOULDN'T HAVE OUR GREAT CITIES, 

HE NOULDN'T HAVE OUR GREAT INDUSTRlt:S. HITHOUT THE fJORTfiiNGTONS, 

THE t~AVERLY'S, ANO THE .100REHEADS \·IE WOULDN'T HAVE THE TVtN 

CtTIES, THE ROCHESTERS, AND THE DULUTHS. 

THERE'S A CRISIS I: RURAL AtERICA, AND IT AFFECTS ALL 

UF US -- YOUNG AND OLD, 
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-2-

ltGHTS ARE GOING OUT ALL OVER RURAL AMERICA. 

EACH LIGHT REPRESENTS A FAMILY FARM. , 

As FAMILY FARf·1S DIE, AS OPPORTUNITY FOR OUR YOUNG PEOPLE 

DIMINISHES, THEY LEAVE RURAL AMERICA FOR THE OVERCRO~DED CITIES 

OF OUR LANDa 

EVERY SIX FAMILY FARt4S \t{E LOSE IN RURAL t~:tN~~ESOTA MEANS 

THAT ONE St1ALL ~USINESS WILL DIE. THAT'S THE REASON FOR THf 

EJ1PTY BUSH ESS BU ILDINGS \'SE OFTEN SEE, THE DHHNISHING 

SERVICES AND THE SKYROCKETHlG PROPERTY TAXES IN MOST OF OUR 

RURAL C0~1MUNITIES I 
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· THt: RESULT OF THE t-10VEHE1~T OF PEO'PLE OUT OF RURAL 

f\MERICA TO THE CITIES HAS CAUSED A tATIONAL CfUSlS: 75 PERCENT 

OF OUR PEOPLE ARE t10W CRO\'lDED ON TO 2 PERCENT OF THE LAND. J F 

THIS TREND CONTINUES IN THE tlEXT 3 YEARS, 10Cl MILLION MORE 

h~ERICANS \HLL E CRAMMED H1TO THE BIG CITIES ~~HFRE 150 MlLLIOt 

ARE ALREADY LIVING. 

I SAY TO YOU THAT HE r~UST SLm·! DOHN THIS EXODUS FROM RURAL 

J\t1ERICA WHICH THRE/frEl·lB=OUR CITIES AND EMPTIES RURAL AREAS 

OF PROMISE AND HOPE FOR THE PEOPLE WHO REt-\A I~ • 

JHAT CAN BE DONE? 



• 
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FIRST, ALL OF US CONCERNED ABOUT THE FUTURE OF RURAL 

:-.MERICA f-lU T MAKE SURE THAT THE FAMILY FARMER IS NEVER FORGOTTEN 

BY THE GOVERNMENT IN JASHINGTO , To SOH£ PEOPLE, t~MERICAN 

AGRICULTURE IS THE BOARD ROO 1 OF !:ALSTON PURINA. 

BUT TO ME, At1ERICAtl AGRICULTURE IS RIGHT HERE IN NOBLES 

(OUNTY -- RIGHT HERE IN \4oRTHINGTON. 

SECOND, i.YE MUST PROVIDE ECOUOMIC OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL THE 

PEOPLE OF RURAL AMERICA. THIS ~1EANS: 

-- LOANS FOR YOUNG FARHERS HHO NEED CREDIT TO EUTER FARt·H ,!G 

Am CJ\N 1 T GET IT, 

-- RURAL COMMUNITIES AL-"'0 NEED CREDIT TO ENCOURAGE 

INDUSTRIAL EXPANSIO 1 AND THEY NEED A NE·· METHOD OF FINANCING TO 

PAY FOR THE ttE~·~ SCHOOLS, HOSPITALS AND COf"'!t~m·tTY CENTERS UEEDED 

IH RURAL TOHM HIPS. 
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THIRD, TO SAVE RURAL AUD URBAN AMERICA WE MUST HAVE A 

NATIONAL GROWTH POLICY TO PLAN AND CREATE A BALANCE BET'J'IEEN 

THESE 11<10 PARTS OF t\HER ICA. 

BY THIS I 1'1EAN THAT ~~E HUST DEVELOP POLICIES THAT ALLOW 

PEOPL TO HAVE A REALISTIC CHOICE ABOUT HHERE THEY WILL LIVE 

A JD TitEY t'ilLL \·lORK -- NOT A CHOICE DICTATED BECAUSE THERE ARE 

NO JOBS IN RURAL AREAS, NO GOOD MEDICAL FACILITIES OR A LACK 

OF GOOD SCHOOLS AND Lt nRAR IES. PEOPLE HHO LIVE IN S~~ALL Tm!Ns 

ARE ENTITLED TO THE SAt1E SERVICES AS THOSE rlHO LIVE IN A 

CITY OR SUBURB, 

1 BELIEVE THAT IF THERE IS TO BE A HEALTHY. PRODUCTIVE 

PROSPEROUS AND FREE A~1ER ICA, E MUST REJUVENATE, REVITALIZE 

AfiD f~ODERHIZE THE VAST AREAS OF RURAL , MERICA. 
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RURAL AND URBAN Ar1ERICA ARE LINKED HlSEPARAnLY -- BOTH 

OF THEIR PROBLE~S MUST BE DEALT \·'tnt, THIS IS NOT A LIBERAL 

ISSUE OR A CONSERVATIVE ISSUE. IT IS NOT A PROBLEH OF ANY ONE 

REGION OF THE COUNTRY, i1LL l\f1£RICANS ~1UST FACE IT AND BEGIN 

~10RKiiiG TOGETHER TO INPROVE lrlE QUALITY OF LIFE IN EVERY CITY1 

Tm't AND COUNTY OF THIS 1ATION. 

'J ./1 'fJ lJ Jl 
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