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REMARKS BY SENATOR HUbERT H. HUMPHREY 

( 0 - i,f: i ~~ N t. S 0 T A ) 
NCTA LEGISLATIVE CONFERENC E, MON DAY, 

APRIL 16, 1973 
WASH I NG TO i·; , D. C. 

CABLE TELEVISI ON IS pnoBABLY TH E 

MOST EXC ITI NG AND FASCI NA Ti f·IG COMMUNICATIO Nv 

MEDIUM I I~ AMER IC A TOD AY. ~I 1 VE WATCHED IT 

GROW FROM A SIM, LE ANTE NN A PLACED HIG I 

A HILL TO PR OV IDE ! ~P ROVED TV RECEPTlO~ 

I 1 J T 0 A ~·~A J 0 R M ED I U ~A I N I T S 0 ·;.; f~ R I G H T - -

0 R I G I PJ AT i ~! G P R 0 G I~ AM 111 1 II G J C 0 V E I\ I N G L C C A L 

r1 E WS A f\1 0 r. U 3 L l C A F FA I R S AND OPEN ! NG UP _______ , ............ _, 

T 0 U :--~ E 
....., ·- " 

.....__A 1 VE HEARD :BO UT T H E i ·1 E W l k¥ 0- W1\ Y --- ........ 
C 0 fuH ~ U :~ l C A. T I 0 N S U \) E S ·~ F C A 8 L " T V - .... S U C H 

A S I 1 f: 0 I C A L S E R ! I C E S , S H 0 P P I ~~ G A N D 8 A N I< I N G 
~~-----------------

FR O~J~ HCI~t. ?.NO FIRE Ai!D BURGL AR ALARM 

S Y .!"'\ - , r: ~dj ~ 
"'-# a.- . tt\...,. • I ~., J" · ~ ·r A F c i~! Y E~ A R.~ s I ' · · 0 v -. ~i - \ , DOME:STIC 

SATELL!TES WILL BE ifl PLACE, EXPINDING 
........ ----~ 
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EV EN MORE THE CAPABiLITIES OF CABLE FOR 

SERVING SPECIAL IZED AUD I ENCES VIT H 

SPECIALIZED P OGRAMM I NG .~'V E ALSO HEARD 

ABOUT AY- TV ON CABLE 'JHERE THE VI EWER 

CA PAY A PREMIUM TO WATCH MOVIES OR SPORTS 

ATTRACTI ONS WITHOUT THE I NTERRUP TI ON OF 

C O~~V. E CIA~ 

LrYN~ f: REA oF CA BLE TV 1 s OF PART 1 cuu R . J _, 
V I fJTEf<EST TO ML: THAT IS PO Ll Tl CAL CAB LE 

CA S T I N G . ~ A'811• ;;g:;;;;;:;aa:;:;;;;;;eea!!l!!l!liiililiiiiilill._lr., 

~A B L. E 0 F F E, ~ A ~~ i T R A G T I ., E A L T E R N A T I V E T 0 

. • .- ,, . -. \1 ,. C' • ~-· r::- . • C' I . , r-
1..-1 &... ... ......, ,.._ 1VE~ T!,E Tl 1·iE 0 ------------------1 A s ' o u ·~·: 1 a E M o R E A i i o M o .-1 o iv~ E '"} ~ A f'' D G R o Vi L.!::. --.. -:.... - , 
'v E L L B F Y o t' o Y n u P P R E s E f'J T T E 1-. P E R c E -~ T s H A r-: E 

0 F TV H O:-J1 c.S, I 8 E L I E V t. M 0 R E A f~ D 1 10 R E 
) 

CA NO IDA TES WILL BE LOOK I NG TOWARD CABLE TV 

AS T !-i E I R P I MARY V I SUA L fvi ED I U M F 0 R C A~ i P A I G f·; -
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I f·IDEED , THE POTEr 1T I AL FO;--' SE VI CE 

TO THE PUBL IC VI A CABLE I S FAN TAS TI C --

T H E Ll .~1 1 T A T 1 c r 's , As 1 u : :J E R s T A 1 'o T H EM , \ 

A R E T H l:. L I M I T AJ I. Oi S 0 F H U rv: A 1 1 I MAG I NAT I 0 N.. 
0 

L. T H I .... I S I H A T M A~ E=S C A 3 L E U · ! I Q U E I N T H E 

F I E L D 0 F C 0 M t ~ U rJ I C A T I 0 :' S ; Q H I S I S A L S 0 

' I J 
~ · ll ~- !;A '( r:.: c I B L E p . 0 G A B L y T H E L t s T H 0 p E 

OF DEVELOP I NG A SANE ~D RA TI ONAL 

C 0 r~. ~ ~'! U N I C 1~ T I 0 i'\ S S ( S T t. \~ F 0 R T H I S C C U ,~ i R ~ 

:J H I C H W I L L N 0 T r: i'! L Y S En V t. T H t. ~· ,C 0 M M UN I C T I r-. IJ ~: ,, 
NEEDS OF THE PUC LI C BU T ALSO WI LL ALLO~ 

THE PUBLIC TO PAR TI CIPATe AS NO OTHER 
------~------~~~~ -

tAEJ I UM CAN CR HAS U1 ~ T I L ·o ~r/ . 

( PoTEiTIAL SERVICES A~!O FA 1HAS TI C 
., 

POSSIB I L I T I ES ARE ONE T H I I~G - - uEL I VER I NG 

01'' THAT P "iTE1H I ftL I S A NOT HC:R b ROM ''Vf-ltT 

HAVE SEEN , THE C BL::: TELEVIS I 01J I NDUST r Y 

l !j JE UP , ON THt MOST PART , OF I Nr :o'AT I VC. 
"'=--=- :-
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AND C 0 U RAG t. C US E f\ T REF P ~ ,\ E tJ r S L l K t. Y 1 U , 

JHO TOOK Ail! I Oi=A , PUT IT TO USE Al 10 MAOE 

I T p A y f) F F • L A N D) I !3 EL I t. v E y 0 c c A J\j iJ 0 T H E 

S AM r: T H I f" G W I T H ALL T H E S E \1 E ;'1 S E R V I C i:. S • 

1-Y!._ H E N Y 0 U 0 FF E" A V I 1 B L E PL H. r 1'! A T I V E T 0 

TCJAY ' S TELE VI SI O'J FAR ~ THE VIE W I ~~S 

PU BL IC PILL BEAT A STEPDY pr.TH TO YOUr. 

C ~ r; L ..... Ll u r.. G :- y "U T 0 c F r: - :""") T I I ,_ ,·\ t:: i:. .. . i\ c. c · , , ..!... t. r t. 

TH AT c H c I c c. . L I ' M s u ~ E y 0 u V' I L L 

D I S.APPO I NTEJ I N THE 1 E SPCJi'~SE . 

PUBLIC 

f' OT BE 

WE H:RE I N WA:H INGTC~ LOOK TO YOU 

A-S B US I N E S S 1 ~ t. N T G R l: C r; G f·J I Z E T H E V A L U E 0 F 

OEVELOP I I·~G SUCH SE' VI CES 6 L WIT HOUT THAT 

D EVE L 0 P :~EN T , CABLE TV ·1 I L L P E ~~ A I N 

E:SEr·JT l ALLY A RECEFT I a·' SE r- VI CE A ·~o WI LL 

F l l iD IT VERY DI FF I CULT TO EXPAI' LJ ·liJTO 

TH E :! A J c R M A R K ET s , LY o lJ w 1 L L F 1 r · J 1 T v E - Y 
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CABLE TELEVISION SYSTEMS ARE MORE THAN AN 

ORDlNARY UTILITY, THEY ARE A VITAL PUBLIC SERVICE, 

~BELIEVE YOU WILL HAVE TO BRING TO BEAR ALL OF YOUR 

INNOVATIVE AND CREATIVE TALENTS IN OPERATING AND EXPAND-

ING YOUR SYSTEMS IN ORDER THAT THE PUBLIC IS FULLY 

SERVED4~N THE ABSENCE OF THA) THERE WILL BE A 

TEMPTATION ON THE PART OF MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT TO 

OWN AND OPERATE CABLE TELEVISION, 

~IN THIS CONNECTION, J MUST CAUTION MY FRIENDS 

IN MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT THAT CABLE TELEVISION IS 

DEFINITELY NOT JUST A OTHER UTILITY, 

- 1 -
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- 2 -

~INTRODUCING GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP OF A COMMUNI­

CATIONS MEDIA IS A VERY SERIOUS MATTER BECAUSE IT IS 

FRAUGHT WITH PROBLEMS FOREMOST OF WHICH ARE FREEDOM 

OF SPEECH AND CENSORSHIP, 
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NO T 

~ll :;v~ TilE 

ALL L 0 0 ~( F 0 R W A R J T 0 T H t. D A Y \1 H E N 

I\ f, \ ,,,, 
lHf K~T : HAV~ CABLE SERVICE . 

T H A T H A S P r. E i•J T H E C 0 f,, T E Y T ~ F T H I S 

"- 1 ~ !, ........_ , .•.. ., 0 1 .... 1"\l!""'~ l o: · u 
VU •JV 1 , \ T 0 T I I s F 0 I In • L 8 u T T 'i i:. R ;:: I ;: 

A ~~. 0 H - R L I! r, ..... \ G F ~ _!=" ~ ~.}1 i- ,;·,:.· ~r· J\] ,I i c. . }' - v ..... . .... • OF AWtR ICAN SOCIETf 

THE OPPO TUI 1 1 TY TO 

\.J 0 I . J I N T H E M A I ll ~ T P E r~.~ 0 F C 0 :vir t1 U i·!l C A T l 0 i"J S 

SE n VI C E...._ I T I S A S EGM El~ T OF SOC I ET Y THAT 

I ' M A F R A I 0 :v E 0 F T E N T I M E S I G N 0 R E - - T 1-1 E 

R U R A L A ft.4 E ~ I C A r ! • 
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( As AMEriCA MOVES FROM AN I NDUS TRI AL 

SCCI£TY T ~ARD A MORE SE VICE- OR IENTED 

s. C C i E T { j C 0 M ~~ ~ U N I C A T I C IS I S B E I N G R E C 0 G N I l E 0 

A: PE~H, PS I HE MOST CR ! T l CAL FAC TOR ., 

~iiTHOUT A BAS I C COi'·iiJ U~ I CAT I OJ~S SYSTI:.M TH AT 

SERVES ~LL OF SOC i ET YJ MAN Y PEOP LE WILL 

BE LEFT 'iUT 'lF T. 'E AGT I ON ...Lr HE I R LOT WILL 

P E I ~; F ;: R I 0 R S E R \ I C E S I 1·~ T H E A R E /' S 0 F 

H - / 1 T 1 ' ~ 0 l 1 C I\ 1- I (') . ' 1 " T E r.· - ,, I " . u r: . T B U '"' I .. - .... ,.. 
:.::. ·~ L n , t: 1 ; ..~ '"' . u .~ , c. 1 ~ ,-< 1 • ;\I 1vi '- r , :J ~~ t. \) ""# 

' 
0 P '"' 0 h . U i~ I T I E S .A i~ J EM P L 0 Yi'i F . ~ U'"' A L 

~) r-.~ E R I C A ': S iV I L L B E L I ~ 11 T E 0 I N W H A T T H E Y C A i\ 

ACCO~ ~LISH - - THtY WILL BE DEN IED E ~ UAL 

A C C E S S T n A r'J J E t~ U I T Y 0 F G 'l V E R !\: i.J; E r J T S E R V I C E S . 

LJ. N BOTH THE S Ei~A TE AND THE HOU!3 E, 

B I L L S H P V E 8 E E f~ I N T R 0 iJ U C C: 0 T 0 P R 0 V I D E F 0 R 

LOW COST LOANS TO CABLE SYST~MS TO ALLOW 

THEH TO P- ""'• C' I TAD L y .. , I ,,, r= T 11 !=" R l' R' ~ L 
I U l ~ h l\ I:. 1 t.... ~ • /<\ REAS 

t'AT I Od .,.LsnATo~ G. 'AVEL ' s BILL 
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T I ER NA'~ ' S WOULD AMEf-lJ THE 

C 0 ~ ~ ~\f; U rJ I C A T I ') N S ACT 0 F 1 9 3 4 T 0 P R 0 V I D E A i~ 

l ~ C ENT I V~ TO A CABLE OPERAinR TO EX TEND -
H I S C A B L E L I i 1 E S I r~ T 0 S P fi · S E L Y P 0 P U LA T i::. 0 

ARE S ~ ITH A LO W o:NSITY OF HO~ES PER M IL~ 

y ~ ri E S E f F' E F I r~ E AS FAR AS T H EY G 0 , B U T T H C: Y 

A E L I r,f: I T t iJ T 0 C A B L E . W H A T I AM W 0 R K I N G 

T 0 \n r .. • ..... I -. A L A ""' ·- !""' S C i\ I -
I · ~ '\ !-\ ~~ V ' t \ ~ t.. ~~ /'\ b.. t. 'Fn ·r c.r vi ' I . I ·~j H I f"l I I i ~ iV lJ 

CABL t ·LAYc- J ~ ~ 
I" I ~ /1 D L" i:,) , - A \1 i\. l . l"'l. \ \i 

I rJ S C 0 P E. 

i'S A Nt- T I~~~ HJ VE T-0 RECOGi~ I ZE THE 

I'EED FO'""' 

AND o·EVELOPMENT THAT I SCLATES ~0 ONE 

SEGMEI 1T OF SOC I t.TY I N FAVOR OF ANOTHER . 

I AM l\1 0 ~!i c I D c u L I T I i~ G F 0 R~ / c Q M M E ~~ T A 0 R A F 1j ! 
e'H·Iiflel lie lJ~h.r~c;er/lv ~f,,z/6,.ow+t a1ttt D·~tltp~'* -:1" 

·F A 8 1 LLA THAT WOULD PROV I DC: FOR NE'V J' 

l PST I TUT IO NS ND I \ ST I TUT I 0 ~ AL AJJUS \J!tNTS 
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TO DEVELOP THE POTENTIA L FOR ACCtLERAT~D 

PLA Nf.! ED GPOW TH I N AMERICA. TH I S I S A GOAL 

T 0 E N S U R E T H ,4 T E V E R Y 0 ~~ E 

HAS A PIECE OF THE ACTI ON , THAT EVERYONE 

1-1 A S E Q U A L A C C 1:. S S T 0 G 0 V E R :< ~~~~ E N T S E r · V I C E S 

Af 1D E~ UAL TREAT Mt.rJ T BEFORE THE FEDt AL 

PERFORMANCE OF 

OFF ICE . 

ANiJ i~EED FOR ,. 

O· VEL OP~E~T IS CRITICALLY 

A N EX T R EM E L Y I ivi P 0 '"' T A 1 ' T P A R T 
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P ~ 0 '/I 0 E F 0 R A iv1 0 N G 0 T H t. R T H I ;" G S - - A 

WOULD I iJC LUJE BUT NOT BE LI M I TED TO CABLE 

T E L E V I S I r~ r J AS ~.v t. K N 0 V·! I T T 0 D A Y . 

SUCH A i\JETWORK , USI NG C0 :1PUTERS 

A No T w o- ~ ~i , Y v o 1 c E A No v 1 o E o c o ~ i vi u r~ 1 c A r 1 o ,,is , 

C A f! r ~ E A f\J I M 1 E 0 I . T E i! E u I C , ' L S E R V I C E S I i~ 

MEAN ACCE:S TO cn~PUTE' TI ~E FOR A SWA LL 

T 0 V.'i~ B US I i ! E S SMA i 1 - - A I D I T C A f! P r 0 V I 0 E A 

L 0 C A L T E L E V I S I 0 i· l S T U J I 0 · F C · P E S I 0 EN T S W H 0 

MAY NO T H, VE H/\Li TV ECEP I Of':J· LET AL Oi~E 

A S T U 0 I 0 U P T n N 0 '-·; . ....,f 

l.-.:f ouR I NDUS Tr. Y HAS PL AYED 

ROLE I N DEVeL OP I f'G TriESE CON CEPTS AIJD 

S E R V I C E S • 4 0 U C A N A L S 0 P LA Y A N I i~1 P 0 F' TAN T 

ROLE I ~ THE FUTURE BY BR I NG I NG E~UAL 

C 0 ~~ ~~ U f·' I C A T I 0 i! S 0 P P 0 R T U ~~ I T I E S T 0 A L L 
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A 1 ~ E R I C P i~ S . W 0 K I ~~ G T 0 G E T H c. i '!J E C A ~-~ E A L I Z t. 

T H E LA R G E R G 0 A L 0 F 0 P E ~~ I N G T H E ~ f1 A I N S T R t A :v1 

0 F S 0 C I E T Y T 0 ALL A fv1 t i' I C A 1\J S B Y 'V 0 R K I ~ G A T 

T H E S r1 A L L F R G 0 A L S 0 i,J E D A Y A T A T I M E . 

REhE.A BER, TOOAY IS THE FIRST DA Y OF THt. 

REST OF YOUR LIFE. DOi·'T VASTE IT. 

* * * 
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