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REMARKS BY SENATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY
(D-MiNNESOTA)
NCTA LEGISLATIVEZ CONFZRENCE, MONDAY,
APRIL lo, 1973
WASHI \GTON, BD. C.

CABLE TELEVISION IS PRCBABLY THE
MOST EXCITING AND FASCINATING COMMUNICATICGNS
MEDIUM IN AMERICA TODAY. LI'VE WATCHED IT
GROW FROM A SIMPLE ANTENNA PLAGCED HIGH
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ON A HILL TO PROVIDE IMPROVED TV RECEPTIGN
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INTO A MAJOR MEDIUM IN ITS OWN Nlﬁdlpﬂﬁﬁ%“'
OVERING LCCAL
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ORIGINATING FROGRAMMI NGy

VEWS A AND OPENING UP
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NEW GOMMUNICATIOKS CHANNELS FOR THEPUBLIC

COMMUNICATICNS USES Or
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AS MEDICAL SERVICES, SHUOPPING AND BANKING

FRO% HOME AND FIRE AND BURGLAR ALARM

SYSTEMS, Z{H? JUST A FEW YEARS, DOMESTIC
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SATELLITES WILL BE IN PLACE, EXPANDING
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THE CAPABILITIES OF CABLE FOR
SERVING SPECIALIZED AUDIENGES WITH
SFECIALIZED PROGRAMMING. ;O'VE ALSC HEARD
ASCUT FAY-TV ON CABLE WHERE THE VIEWER

CAN FAY A PREMIUM TO WATCH MOVIES OR SPORTS
ATTRACTICONS WITHOUT THE INTERRUPTION CF

EVEN MORE
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COMMERCIALS
Zipvh AREA OF CABLE TV IS OF PARTICULAR
|NTEREST TO ME -- THAT IS POLITICAL CABLE
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AS YOU WIRE MORE AND MORE HOMES, AND GROY
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INDEED, THE POTENTIAL FOR SERVICE
') TO THE PUBLIC VIA CABLE IS_FANTASTIC --

THE LIMITATICONS, AS | UKNDERSTAND THEM,
P — e,
ARE THE LIMITATICNS CF HU AN TMAGINATI Cik.
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[LIHIS IS WHAT MAKES CA3LE UNIQUE IN THE
FIELD OF COMMUNICATICNS., £ THIS IS ALSC
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CABLE PROBABLY THE LAST HOPE

OF DEVELCPING A SANE AND RATIONAL
COMMURICATICONS SYSTEN FOR THIS CCUNTRY,

WH1CY WILL NOT ONLY SERVE THE'COMMUNIGATIOWS
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THE PUBLIC TC PARTICIPATE AS NO OTHER
| v’
MEDI UM CAN CR HAS UNTIL NOW.

LPGTEI-‘TI&L SERVICES AKD FANTASTIC
POSSIBILITIES ARE ONE THING -- UL LanhIwG
CN THAT POTENTIAL 1S ANGTHER.‘ FROM WHAT
| HAVE SEEN, THE CABLE TELEVISICN INOSUSTRY
IS MA P, ON THE MOST PART, GOF INNCVATIVE
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AND COURAGEOUS ENTREPRENEURS LIKE YOU,

WHO TOCK AN I1DEA, PUT IT TO USE AND MADE

T PAY OF 'ZAWJ BELIEVE YOU CAN DO THE

SAME THING WITH ALL THESE NEW SERVICESe
AZJf EN YOU OFFER A VIABLE ALTERNATIVE TO

TCOAY'S TELEVISION FARE, THE VIEWING

BLIC WILL BEAT A STEADY PAT
CABLE [i} IRGE YOU TO CFFER THE PUBLIC
THAT CHOIGE. ZL.'ﬁ SURE YOU WILL WOT BE
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CABLE TELEVISION SYSTEMS ARE MORE THAN AN

ORDINARY UTILITY. THEY ARE A VITAL PUBLIC SERVICE.

Zf:l\BELIEVE YOU WILL HAVE TO BRING TO BEAR ALL OF YOUR

INNOVATIVE AND CREATIVE TALENTS IN OPERATING AND EXPAND-
ING YOUR SYSTEMS IN ORDER THAT THE PUBLIC IS FULLY

:--_ SERVED,

TEMPTATION ON THE PART OF MUNICIPAL GOVERMNMENT TO

IN THE ABSENCE OF THAT THERE WILL BE A

oWN AND OPERATE CABLE TELEVISION,

Z IN THIS CONNECTION, | MUST CAUTION MY FRIENDS

IN MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT THAT CABLE TELEVISION IS

DEFINITELY NOT JUST ANOTHER UTILITY.
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INTRODUCING GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP OF A COMMUNI-
CATIONS MEDIA IS A VERY SERIOUS MATTER BECAUSE IT IS
FRAUGHT WITH PROBLEMS FOREMOST OF WHICH ARE FREEDOM

R

OF SPEECH AND CENSORSHIP.
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WE ALL LCCK FCORWARD TO THE DAY WHEN

ALL THE MAJOR MARKETS HAVE CABLE SERVIGE.
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DISCUSSICON UF TO THIS PCIRT, Z BUT THEzRz IS
ANOTHER LARGE SEGMENT OF AMERIGAN SOCIETY
THAT NC LESS DESERVES THZ OPPORTURNITY TO
THE MAINSTREAY OF COMMUNICATIGHS
SERVICE_ IT IS A SEGMENT OF SOCIEZTY THAT
e EE——— »
|'M AFRAID WE OFTENTIMES IGNCRE =-- THE

...
RURAL AMERICAN.
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<1"f> AMERICA MOVES FROM AN IKDUSTRIAL
<;j SOCIETY TOWAR3 A MORE SER JlCc ORI ENTED
COMMUNIGCATICNS IS BEING RECCGNIZ:
AS PERHAPS THE MOST CRITICAL FACTOrRe
WMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM THAT
SERYES ALL OF S ir'TYj MANY PECPLE WILL

S —
BE LEFT OUT OF THE AC |LW‘ZLIHE‘h LCT WILL
FRYICES N THE AREAS OF
HEALTH, EDUCATION, ENTERTAINMENT, BUSINEZSS

,.:\ ——— N— —
(/ OPPORTUNITIES AND EMPLOYMERNT. < RURAL
AMERICANS WILL BE LIMITED IN WHAT THEY CAN

ACOOMPLISH -- THEY WILL BE DENIEZD EGUAL
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BILLS HAVE BEEN INTRCAU
L 0% COST LOANS TO CABLE SYSTEMS TO ALLOW

e

THEM TO PROFITABLY ¥IRE THE RURAL AREAS
(,/ OF THIS i\iATIO?-J,,ZSE*&ATGR GRAVEL'S BILL
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AND CCORGRESSEMAN TIERNAR'S WOULD AMEND THE

(fj

COMMUNICATICNS AGCT OF 1934 TO PROVIDE AN

NCENTIVZ TO A CABLE CPERATCR TO EXTEWNL
H1S CABLz LINES INTO SPARSELY POPULATED

ARZAS WITH A LCW DENSITY OF HOMES PER MILE,

. WHAT | AM WORKING
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CABLE PLAYS AN [MPORTANT PAR

"UAT IS BROADER N

NEED FOR A WMORE DALANCED NATIONWNAL GROWTH
——— o

AND DEVELGPMENT THAT ISCLATES NO ONE

MENT OF SOGIETY IN FAVOR GF ANOTHER

G
| AM NOW CIRCULATING F QH Ot
entitl ﬂa Brtarc

F A BHJ”T?MT WwoOULD FROVIDE FOR
ON

INSTITUTICONS AND INSTITUTI



E CHANNELS CF

O
i
o
o
(&4}
N
o

TC DEVELCP THE POTENTIAL rOR ACCELE ATcd
PLANMED GROWTH IN AMERICA. THIS IS A GOAL
OF CONGRESS ~-- TO ENSURE THAT EVERYCWNE

HAS A PIECE OF THE ACTION, THAT EVERYONc
HAS EGUAL ACCESS TO GOVERWMENT SERVICES
AND EQUAL TREATMENT BEFORE THE FEDERAL

AGEHCIES.

CFFICE. APPROPBAATION ﬁ*&UESTS ﬂﬂgmﬁérﬁlna
GRANTS APZ LOANS FOR RikHE ‘nV:LGPthT
WEREA| SGRACE Y LOW, AND TR NEED FOR

PAORAL DEVELOPMENT IS _CRITICALLY GH.

AN EXTREMELY IMPORTANT PART OF RERAE

DEVELOPMENT 1S EXPANSION AND GROWTH GF
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F COMMUNICATION. MY BILL WOULU
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FOR -- AMONG OTHER THINGS -- A

|
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ROVID!
BROADBAND COVMUNICATIONS NETWORK THAT
WOULD INCLUDE BUT ROT BE LIMITED TO GABL
TELEVISION AS WE KNGW IT TODAY.

SUCH A NETWORK, USING COMPUTERS

AND TWO-WAY VOIGE AND VIDEO COMMUNICATIONS,
CAN MEAN IMMEDIATE MEDICAL SERVICES IW
TOWNS THAT NCW HAVE NO DOCTOR -- IT CAR
MEAN ACCESS TC COMPUTER TIME FOR A SWALL
TOWH BUSINESSMAN -- AND IT CAN PROVIDE A
LOCAL TELEVISION STUDIC FOR RESIDENTS ¥HO
MAY NOT HAVE HAS T
A_STUDID UP TO NOW.

z{_fa'% NDUSTRY HAS PLAYEQ AN [MPORTANT
ROLE | DEVELOPING THESE GONGEPTS AWD
SERVICES. JYOU GAN ALSO PLAY AN IMPORTANT
ROLE I THE FUTURE BY BRINGING EwUAL
COMMURNIGATIONS OPPORTUNITIES TO ALL
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AMERICANS. WORKING TOGETHER WE CAW REALIZE
E LARGER GOAL OF OPENING THE MAINSTREAM
OF SOCIETY TO ALL AMERIGANS BY WORKING AT
THE SMALLER GOALS ONE DAY AT A TIME.
REMEMBER, TODAY IS THE FIRST DAY OF THE
REST CF YOUR LIFE. DON'T WASTE IT.
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