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ASY FACTS ABOUT THE SCOPE OF THE NATION’S FIRE PROBLEN

FIRE IS A MAJOR NATIONAL PROBLEM, WHILE | AM TALKING

TO YOU THERE IS A ST§;ISTICAL LIKELIHOOD THAT MORE THAN 300
‘DJ’ré; DESTRUCTIVE FIRES WILL RAGE SOMEWHERE aN THIS NATION, i -

'5£4ﬂi4153<p1u-.
oguet)
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WHEN THEY ARE EXTINGUISHED. MORE THAN $300,000 worTH
“—

OF PROPERTY WILL HAVE BEEN RUINE%‘!f:;LEAST ONE PERSON WILL
—

HAVE DIED. THIRTY-FOUR WILL BE INJURED, SOME CRIPPLED OR
_/. e — —

DISFIGURED FOR LIFE.

z EACH YEAR, FIRE CLAIMS NEARLY 12.000 LIVES IN THE
--: - R e
UNITED STATESZ At
R e
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Z EAacH YEAR 300,000 AMERICANS ARE INJURED BY FIRE, OF

THESE., NEARLY 50,000 LIE IN HOSPITALS FOR A PERIOD RANGING
e

[ —

FROM 6 WEEKS TO 2 YEARS‘LﬂANY OF THEM MUST RETURN OVER AND

OVER AGAIN FOR PLASTIC AND RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGERYJ[ MANY

. e

NEVER RESUME NORMAL LIVES,

libTHE COST OF DESTRUCTIVE FIRE IN THE UNITED STATES

AMOUNTS TO AT LEAST $11.4 BILLION A YEAR=AND THAT'S A
s M-~ )

CONSERVATIVE ESTIMATE, BEYOND CALCULATION ARE THE LOSSES
———

FROM BUSINESSES THAT MUST CLOSE AND FROM JOBS INTERRUPTED OR

e e i =

DESTROYED.

z APPALLINGLt’ THE RICHEST AND MOST TECHNOLOGICALLY ADVANCED

e, o

w
NATION IN THE WORLD LEADS ALL THE MAJOR INDUSTRIALIZED

COUNTRIES IN PER CAPITA DEATHS AND PROPERTY LOSS FROM FIRE,

—
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z AMONG THE PEOPLE THAT SUFFER MOST FROM m

ARE YOU, THE NATION'S FIREFIGHTERS .z YOURS 1S THE MOST HAZARDOUS
- [

PROFESSION OF ALL, YOUR DEATH RATE IS 15 PERCENT GREATER THAN

THE NEXT MOST DANGEROUS OCCUPATIONS, MINING AND QUARRYINJ

INDUSTRY .

AND EVERY

YOU =-/ YOU WHO

CONCERNS US IN THE GOVERNMENT /|

IN

bORK IN THE FIELD OF
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l RECOGNIZING THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE FIRE PROBLEﬂ, CONGRESS
oy

IN 1968 pAssep THE FIRE RESEARCH AND SAFETY ACT. WHICH

T,

B ]

ESTABLISHED THE NATIONAL CommIssion on FIRE PREVENTION AND
O3 . s -

CONTROL ¢ (MM'! )a'"'mm)

- IN THE LAST TWO YEARS THE COMMISSION HAS BEEN HARD AT
I';, e e

WORK ON A REPORT TO THE PRESIDENT DETAILING THE MOST SIGNIFICANT

— - =3

FIRE SAFETY PROBLEMS IN THE UNITED STATES TODAY. AND THE

p_—

GREATEST OPPORTUNITY FOR FIRE LOSS REDUCTION,



HERSTTI IR PR THE COMMISSION

HELD HEARINGS OVER A TWO-YEAR PERIOD Vil Y
— ’ ’ -

g

MHEARD TESTIMONY FROM MORE THAN 100 WITNESSES:

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMISSION

-~ THERE NEEDS TO BE MORE EMPHASIS ON FIRE PREVENTION:

MOST DESTRUCTIVE FIRES ARE CAUSEP BY CARELESS ACTIONS OF

PEOPLE., LARGELY THROUGH LACK OF CONCERN AND IGNORANCE.
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MANY FIRES ARE CAUSED BY FAULTY EQUIPMENT., POOR WIRING.,

ETC. AND COULD BE PREVENTED IF PEOPLE WERE TRAINED TO SPOT

THE FAULTS.

-~ FIRE FIGHTERS NEED BETTER TRAINING AND EDUCATION TO

IMPROVE THEIR EFFECTIVENESS AND TO REDUCE THEIR INJURIES,

-~ THE ENVIRONMENT IN WHICH WE AMERICANS LIVE AND WORK

PRESENTS UNNECESSARY FIRE HAZARDS. A MAJOR EMPHASIS SHOULD

BE PLACED ON A LABELING SYSTEM FOR MATERIALS AND PRODUCTS. SO

THAT CONSUMERS., AT THE TIME OF PURCHASE., KNOW WHAT FIRE RISKS

ARE INVOLVED.

=- THE FIRE PROTECTION FEATURES OF BUILDINGS NEED TO

BE IMPROVED.
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MANY COMMUNITIES ARE WITHOUT ADEQUATE BUILDING AND FIRE
PREVENTION CODES, AND MANY NURSING HOMES AND OTHER FACILITIES
FOR HANDICAPPED CITIZENS ARE WITHOUT ADEQUATE FIRE PROTECTION,
-~ MORE RESEARCH NEEDS TO BE DONE IN TREATMENT OF BURN

AND SMOKE VICTIMS., IN THE ART OF FIREFIGHTING AND IN PROTECTING
THE CONSUMER FROM COMBUSTION HAZARDS.
IMPLEMENTATION OF THESE RECOMMENDATIONS

J{\IHE CoMMISSION FEELS STRONGLY THAT FIRE PREVENTION AND

T

CONTROL SHOULD REMAIN PRIMARILY LOCAL RESPONSIBILITIES, LoCAL

—— _

T,

GOVERNMENTS =- THROUGH CODES AND FIRE SAFETY LAWS., AND

THROUGH HEAVY INVESTMENTS IN FIRE DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL AND

EQUIPMENT =- HAVE SHOULDERED THE MAJOR BURDEN OF PROTECTING

CITIZENS FROM FIRE AND SHOULD CONTINUE TO DO SO.
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THOSE GOVERNMENTS APPRECIATE SPECIAL LOCAL CONDITIONS AND NEEDS
MORE FULLY THAN AN ARM OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WOULD BE ABLE
TO DO.

NEVERTHELESS, THE COMMISSION STRONGLY RECOMMENDS THAT THE

SO T A = b o

T

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE RESPONSIBLE FOR VIEWING THE

—

NATION’S FIRE PROBLEM IN ITS ENTIRETY.

\
To ACHIEVE THIS. THE COMMISSION RECOMMENDED THAT A UNITED
.

STATES FIRE ADMINISTRATION BE SET UP IN THE DEPARTMENT OF

o 5 VL o Dot 5 Bt ey sl EEE————————

HousiNG AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT.

e

‘{ih\EIGHT NOW. MANY AGENCIES OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT ARE
INVOLVED IN SOME WAYS IN FIRE PREVENTION AND CONTROL. FOR

EXAMPLE:
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-- BURN AND SMOKE RESEARCH IS BEING CONDUCTED BY THE

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH:

-- RURAL FIRE PROTECTION COMES UNDER THE DEPARTMENT OF

AGRICULTURE:

-- FUNDS FOR EMERGENCY MEDICAL TRAINING AND PURCHASE OF

AMBULANCE EQUIPMENT COMES UNDER THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION:

-- FUNDS FOR THE BUILDING OF FIREHOUSES IS SUPPLIED BY

THE DEPARTMENT oF HousinG AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT:

-- PURCHASING OF SECOND-HAND EQUIPMENT AT A DISCOUNT

IS SUPPLIED BY THE GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION:

-- SURPLUS GOVERNMENT PROPERTY IS MADE AVAILABLE TO LOCAL

FIREFIGHTING PROGRAMS THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH.

EpucAaTiON, AND WELFARE.
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! THE PROPOSED UNITED STATES FIRE ADMINISTRATION WOULD

Ak e s il e s el

NOT REPLACE THE GOVERNMENT'S ONGOING PROGRAMS OF RESEARCH AND

ACTION, BUT IT WOULD SUPPLEMENT AND REINFORCE THEM.
g—t st ———

! To CARRY OUT ITS FUNCTIONS. THE UNITED STATES FIRE

ADMINISTRATION WOULD ESTABLISH FOUR MAJOR DIVISIONS.
SRS

i e

-- A NATiONAL FIRE ACADEMY =- TO PROVIDE A FOCUS FOR THE
, STAT
NATION'S FIREFIGHTERS. THE ADADEMY WOULD NOT SUPPLANT Sewes®
AND LOCAL PROGRAMS BUT WOULD ASSIST THEM BY PROVIDING COURSE
MATERIALS., BY ACCREDITING LOCAL PROGRAMS AND BY LENDING

SPECIAL INSTRUCTOR%& In GENERA&I STATE AND LOCAL PROGRAMS WOULD

CONTINUE TO TRAIN FIRE FIGHTERS., AND THE ACADEMY'S OWN SPECIALIZED

-

——

COURSES WOULD PROVIDE HIGH-LEVEL MANAGEMENT EDUCATION FOR
—

FIRE OFFICERS, ™ ‘;?“"""vp mﬂnﬁa~
———_'P
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-- A NationaL Fire DATA SYSTE@L-_ TO HELP COLLECT IN ONE
.-___'-w*

PLACE ALL USEFUL FIRE DATA, INCLUDING DEATH AND INJURY STATISTICS.

PROPERTY LOSS INFORMATION, INFORMATION CONCERNING CAUSES.

LOCATIONS AND NUMBERS OF FIRES,

-- A StaTE AND LocAL ProGrAMS DIVISION -- TO PROVIDE GRANTS

TO STATES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS SO THEY CAN ADOPT COMPREHENSIVE
e ————

MASTER PLANS FOR FIRE PROTECTIOM{:IEIS DIVISION WOULD ALSO
B— )

PROVIDE GRANTS TO STATES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS TO STRENGTHEN

ALL EXISTING FIRE PREVENTION AND CONTROL PROGRAMS. INCLUDING

—

PUBLIC EDUCATION PROGRAMS., RECRUITMENT. EDUCATION AND
. = .

TRAINING OF PERSONNEL AND FOR THE PURPOSE OF BUYING FIRE
FIGHTING EQUIPMENT.,

—
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-- A REseARcH AND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION -- TO DEVELOP NEW

METHODS AND TECHNOLOGIES IN FIRE PREVENTION AND CONTROL. For

EXAMPLE, THE COMMISSION FEELS STRONGLY THAT MANY LIVES COULD

BE SAVED IF HOMES WERE EQUIPPED WITH EARLY-WARNING FIRE

DETECTORS AND ALARMS,

_—

COST OF PROGRAM

THE CoMMISSION ESTIMATES THAT WHEN THIS PROGRAM IS IN

FULL OPERATION IT WILL cosT $150 MILLION A YEAR. FAR LESS

THAN THE 11 BILLION DOLLAR LOSS SUSTAINED BY THE COST OF
D

DESTRUCTIVE FIRE IN THE UNITED STATES, HesimmREs—mrocpall
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LEGISLATIVE STEPS TO IMPLEMENT PROPOSALS MADE BY THE NATIONAL
COMMISSION ON FIRE PREVENTION AND CONTROL

SENATOR MAGNUSON OF WASHINGTON HAS INTRODUCED A BILL
TSGR

TO ENACT THE COMMISSION'S RECOMMENDATIONS INTO LAW. I AM

A COSPONSOR OF THAT B!L% A COMPANION BILL HAS BEEN

INTRODUCED IN THE HOUSE BY CONGRESSMAN WRIGHT PATMAN oF TEXAS,
e g
THE HOUSE WILL BEGIN HOLDING HEARINGS ON THIS LEGISLATION

WITHIN THE NEXT FEW NEEKéHE SENATE HOPES TO HOLD HEARINGS
[ s

LATER ON IN THIS SESSION OF CONGRESS. THERE 1S A GREAT DEAL
——

OF BIPARTISAN INTEREST IN THIS LEGISLATION,

A

IN ADDITION TO COSPONSORING THIS LEGISLATION, | HAVE

INTRODUCED A BILL., S.294, TO MAKE THE ASSAULT ON OR THE MURDER
S T ——

OF A STATE OR LOCAL POLICEMAN, EIREMAN. OR PRISON GUARD A

FEDERAL OFFENSE.
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THIS LEGISLATION IS PENDING BEFORE THE SENATE JUDICIARY
COMMITTEE, AND I AM HOPING FOR EARLY ACTION ON IT,

My REASONS FOR THIS BILL: PEOPLE LIKE YOURSELVES, PUBLIC
SAFETY PERSONNEL. PUT YOUR LIVES ON THE LINE FOR THE REST OF
US EVERY DAY OF THE YEAR. [ THINK IT IS uP To CONGRESS NOW TO
ASSURE YOU THAT YOUR SAFETY IS PROTECTED. WE CAN NEVER HAVE
A JUST SOCIETY WHEN MEN CHARGED WITH SAFEGUARDING THE PUBLIC

WELFARE -- POLICEMEN AND FIREMEN, LIVE IN CONSTANT DANGER OF

PHYSICAL ATTACK. DURING THE FIRST MONTH OF 1972, FOR EXAMPLE.

————

U4 FIREMEN WERE SLAIN IN THE LINE OF DUTY,

FOCT ST

Y
—

tles 2 rovde
W # :
C ym« ""

i ) oot -
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SPECIFIC EFFORTS TO HELP FIREFIGHTERS IN RURAL.AREAS
IN ADDITION TO THE ABOVE-MENTIONED MEASURES TO HELP
FIREFIGHTERS, | HAVE BEEN IN THE FOREFRONT OF EFFORTS TO ENACT
LEGISLATION TO SPECIFICALLY HELP FIREFIGHTERS IN RURAL

AREAS.,

FATALITIES IN RURAL FIRES ARE l' TIMES GREATER THAN
f""—_ _

IN URBAN FIREZ. THE VALUE OF FARM PROPERTY DESTROYED IS
O TIMES GREATER THAN LOSSES OF URBAN PROPERTY.
#

LAST YEAR., ON DECEMBER 12TH AND 13TH., | PARTICIPATED

IN A CONFERENCE IN MOORHEAD., MINNESOTA TO DISCUSS RURAL

FIRE PREVENTION, THE INTEREST IN THIS SUBJECT WAS GREAT.
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MINNESOTA HAS DONE A GREAT DEAL TO ASSESS ITS RURAL FIRE
— e

——

PROTECTION NEEDS AND DEVELOP GUIDELINES FOR BETTERING ITS

—— .

SYSTEMSA THE STATE Apvisory CounciL oN FIRE SERVICE
o

TEaag

EDUCATION AND RESEARCH HAS BEEN MOST HELPFUL.,

z Unper TiTLE IV oF THE RurAL DeveLopMeENT AcT of 1972,

[ UEES——
A RuraL ComMuNITY FIRE PROTECTION PROGRAM WAS ESTABLISHED.
THE MONEY APPROPRIATED WAS $7 MILLION FOR EACH FISCAL YEAR
L =

1975, 1974 anp 1975, However., PRESIDENT NIXON CUT OUT FUNDS
FOR THIS PROGRAM IN HIS BUDGET REQUESTS THIS YEAR.

Z THIS 1S A TRAGEDYj MANY PEOPLE IN RURAL AREAS WHO

WERE EXPECTING SOME FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE IN DEVELOPING

THEIR FIRE FIGHTING PROGRAMS WILL NOT BE GETTING IT,
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! THE ACT CALLED FOR ASSISTANCE IN ORGANIZINj, TRAINING

-

AND EQUIPPING LOCAL FIRE PROTECTION FORCES‘ THE ASSISTANCE
P S g =

WAS BOTH TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL, WITH THE FEDERAL
——— _—lﬂ)

GOVERNMENT ASSUMING UP To 507 oF THE COSTS‘ FuLL AnD

CONTINUED FUNDING OF THE FIRE PROTECTION PROVISIONS OF THE

RurRAL DEVELOPMENT ACT., IS, IN MY JUDGMENT. AND IN THE
—
JUDGMENT OF THE NATIONAL ComMissioN oN FIRE PREVENTION AND
CoNTROL ., ESSENTIAL[
CONCLUSION
[ AM PROUD OF ALL OF YOU. | WANT TO PRAISE YOU FOR

YOUR WORK. EVEN WITH ALL THE ADVANCES OF MODERN TECHNOLOGY,

THE RISKS TO FIREMEN HAVE NOT BEEN MARKEDLY DIMINISHED.



-18-
THERE STILL COMES A MOMENT WHEN YOU, THE FIREFIGHTER., MUST
TURN AWAY THE LASHING TONGUES OF FIRE. [HE STRUGGLE IS

THERE AND IT'S A HEROIC ONE. I WANT TO COMMEND YOU.,

EHH#H
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