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I am going to talk to you about what is happening in
this town. And, when it's happening here, it's happening
elsewhere. The first thing we have to recognize is that
whatever this government does, or does not do -- either
one: its acts of omission or commission -- everything has
a basic effect upon the lives of every American, every
family, every community, and indeed upon the entire world.
Now that's the message we have almost forgotten, as we get
caught up in what is the scandal of the day, as we get
caught up in the sensational news of the day.

I am not here, in any way, to downplay the significance
of the tragedy, the unbelievable, incredible scandal of
Watergate. 1It's a national shame.

What I want to say quickly about it is that it does
not represent what some people have said it represents:
"that's the way politics is."

Politics is not that way. The politics of some may be,
but it is not the pattern of American politics. Politics is
not breaking and entering. It isn't going into people's
offices and breaking into their files. It isn't wiretapping.
It isn't conspiracy. It isn't obstruction of justice. It
isn't burglary. Those are criminal acts. Politics may

include exaggeration. It may include a waste of
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campaign funds, ineptness and even ignorance. But it
doesn't include what we just mentioned. And for people

to try to spread the message in this country that what
we're seeing here in this expoé% is just American politics,
is to take a few specific acts of a few specific individuals
and try to translate that into an American pattern.

I've been in politics a long time and I've never wire-
tapped anybody. And I haven't broken into their offices,
and I haven't had any of my associates do so. I haven't
burglarized. When I say"I;, I'm talking about the elected
officials of this country. The vast majority of them just
do not engage in such activity.

I don't want my good friends in the labor movement,
where politics means so much to you and your families, to
let this whole political process be contaminated and literally
corrupted in the public mind because of the specific acts
of specific individuals at a specific time. We've just got
to clear the record. We'll wait for all the evidence to come
in, I'm not going to pass judgment here. I'm not going to
short-cut what we call the processes of justice. I'm not
going to second-quess what the investigating committee is
going to discover. I'm not even going to assess blame. I'm
simply going to say that it is unkind and unfair, and it is
a terrible thing to try to make it appear that what we now
witness on the television screen is the political pattern in

American life. Because it isn't.
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Now we ought to do a little better when we get into
public life. We ought to set some standards. We ought to
be in a position of leadership. When you're a leader, it
doesn't give you a privilege. It gives you a responsibility.
And every person who has a leadership role, whether you're
a council director, a member of a board, or a president or
a vice president of a union or of any other organization,
has a special responsibility. That's what leadership means.
To have it appear that leadership means that you just have
it nice, that you're above the law, or beyond it, or that
you can make the law as you see fit for your own purposes,
that's not leadership. That's arrogance. And we ought not
to confuse it.

Now let me suggest that we get down to the issues that
really affect the lives of your members. You have 650,000
or more ——/ghousand a week coming in. But you represent
more than that. What you do, in terms of the people in
government at state, county and municipal levels, is work
for the benefit of everyone, whether they're in your membership
or not. You, in a very real sense, subsidize -- by your
dues, by your work, by your leadership, by your grievance
procedures, by the host of things that you do -- you subsidize
hundreds of thousands of others who have, as yet, not become

a member of this great organization.
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Let me say to them -- and I hope you'll remember this
as you talk to those yet to be organized -- that every time
an organization such as this grows in strength, it pProvides
just that much more security, that much more protection, for
those in these positions of responsibility in state and local
government. You have the right to go to them to ask them to
join with you as an active, participating member. After all,
you're working for themn. Their being out weakens your position.
Their being in strengthens their position. And I think
there's a great chance for us to do a marvelous job of organi-
zing around the country.

Now you've done a good deal of work in political education
and political action. TI'm pleased to note that your director
here in that field, Bill Welsh, has been making some comments
about the Minnesota State Legislature, about the last session
of our legislative assembly in Minnesota. We've been waiting
for a hundred years to have a Democratic majority in both
houses of the legislature. we've elected a governor. We 've
elected a Lieutenant Governor. We've elected a Public Service
Commissioner. We had a majority several times in the House of
Representatives, but never a majority in the State Senate
since Minnesota became a state. Never a majority. This time
we put it all together.

One of the reasons we put it all together is because we

all worked together. I spent a good deal of my time and
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resources and energy working to help others in the state
of Minnesota and this is not said for the purpose of an
ego kick here tonight. It is a fact. I traveled throughout
my state campaigning for every one of our legislative
candidates, working for the entire ticket as we have for
years. 1I've always figured that political popularity is
like money in the bank. It was there to be drawn out, to
be used. Now if you're running a close one, and you've
got to take care of just your own hide, that's another matter.
But if a man has any extra, he ought to share it and he
ought to give some of it to help somebody else.

We pulled together - Senator Mondale, Senator Humphrey,
the governor of our state and the rest of us got in there
and we put together a winning combination. And it produced
results. We went to the people with programs and said we
would do a certain number of things. Your own representatives
from Minnesota will tell you that never has any state,in as
short a period of time as we did in this last year, put
together as much constructive legislation that was to your
benefit and to the benefit of people generally.

That's enough on that level. Now let me talk about
Washington. I have been trying to say over the years, withous
acrimony, that I do not have enemies, I have adversaries.

I worry about people that list somebody as the enemy, whether



it's internationally or domestically. We can have
competitors and adversaries. Enemies you seek to destroy.
Adversaries you seek to defeat. There's a great deal of
difference. The mind that conceives of people as ememies
indicates something about the personality and something
about the character.

The man that occupies the White House today has
tremendous power. In the 1968 campaign, as well as in the
1972 campaign, our standard bearers were trying to tell the
American people what was in the offing for them. I remember
in 1968 I said you're not just electing a president, you're
choosing a Supreme Court. You're not only doing that. You're
choosing agencies to protect the public interest. Every one
of these many agencies - Securities Exchange Commission,
Federal Trade Commission, Federal Power Commission, Federal
Communications Commission -- whatever it is -- these are
supposed to be extentions of the arms of Congress to help
protect the public, to give the public a square deal. But
when you elect a president, you not only elect a man, you
elect a whole system for a whole period of time.

And I also said that when a man is re-elected and has
no place to go except to seek his place in history, you can
find the true colors of the man. When January 1973 came
around, you began to see what the Nixon Republican Administra-

tion really meant for this country. Now just for a moment,
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let's set aside Watergate, because one of the curses of
Watergate is that it has deflected our attention, distracted
us from things that mean a great deal to your families, to
this nation, to these communities, to these towns and cities
and counties and villages and the people that live in them.
We started this session of Congress on the?gﬁnggE.Onggethe
real test of an administration philosophy is in its budget.
What are its priorities? What is it willing to put its

money on? Put your money where your mouth is, as they say.
What was this administration putting its money on? Where was
it taking it away? And when we started back in January of
this year talking about the budget, the Nixon budget, we also
talked about impoundment. We talked about a Constitutional
crisis, of the confrontation between the Congress and the
Executive Branch of the government: the Office of Management
and Budget disregarding the actions of Congress. The President
took an oath of office that says he pledges to faithfully
execute the laws of the land. He looked at the word "execute"
and said it's an old fashioned meaning; it means "kill."
Because program after program that has been duly passed by
the Congress and signed by the President have been cut to

ribbons. Some of them were stopped completely. Much of this

action occurred prior to the 1972 election.

7 ’
Ay



For example, one after the other of the following
programs were killed: housing programs for the low and
lower-middle income people of this nation; rural housing
programs; water and sewer programs; environmental programs;
education programs; research programs; medical programs;

OEO community action programs. How were they killed? By

the normal legislative process? No! These programs were

killed by the sledgehammer, not of an official veto, which
has happened on many occasions, but by the back door. By

impoundment. By cutting back on the funds. By holding up
on the money.

It is important that working people understand the
budgetary process. That budget represents a tremendous
amount of the resources of this country -- $268.7 billion
worth. That's about one-fourth of the total Gross National
Product. That budget relates to state governments and county
governments and local governments, because every state budget,
every state government depends on a certain amount of its
revenue to come from the federal government over and above
what we call revenue sharing. Because of the Nixon Adminis-
tration cutbacks, every state budget, therefore, has had to
be trimmed or tailored. Mr. Nixon doesn't want any tax
increase at the federal level., He's perfectly willing, however,
to have it pushed back on the state and local level, to see

property taxes going up, even though he talks piously
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about how we must reduce property taxes.

These are things about which I want to engage your
attention, because we can't give up this budget fight.
We started out in the Congress of the United States this
year saying that we were going to have budget reform. We
haven't any. It hasn't taken place. And one of the
proposed budget reforms would merely place the responsibility
on some of the more conservative establishment of the Congress
to decide what the future budget will be. I don't want to
jump from the frying pan of the OMB into what I would call
the hot coals of the conservatives of the Congress. I want
You to have something to say about this. I want us to have
something to say about the priorities of this country. You're
a great union here. You supported us in a resolution I
prepared on what we call "our national priorities." But
again may I say most emphatically, the Congress as yet has

not acted on that resolution -- and this is a Democratic

Congress. We ought to be acting on it and not just stay
glued to that TV tube.

Because when it's all said and done, when Watergate is
all over, we ought to have campaign reform, election reform,
campaign financing reform. These are minimums. The dollar
check-off system which_we once again passed ( I offered the
amendment again this year; the Republicans fought us; we

voted for it two to one j we locked it in) has now been signed
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into law. The Internal Revenue Service is required to
place the check-off box on the front page of the return
or beside the taxpayer's signature line.

And, after we're all through with these reforms --
and they are highly important, what about helping the
school children of this country? What about helping the
poor of this country? What about jobs? Herbert Hill of
the NAACP reminded us the other day that 50 percent of
our black youth are unemployed. And you wonder why there's
trouble in these cities. And the government sits around
here and does nothing.

What about the social services? What about the funds
that we need for clinics for drug addiction? For alcoholism?
What about the fact that this Administration is trying to
make our old people pay higher medicare payments? What about
the need for comprehensive health care coverage? What about
the need for a better energy program than we have? Or are
we going to let oil companies and the government together
force us to pay more for our fuel -- which they're doing =--
at least they are up in our part of the country. You wonder
whether or not there's going to be any fuel oil at all, no
matter what you pay. What about a government that hasn't any
program for food? And now I read the stories that we're
going to cut back on school lunch programs. They're going to
cut out the school milk programs in a nation where we still

find malnutrition.
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I want the labor movement to go to work and fight for
these things that need to be done in this country. You
know we need some Scrappers around here these days. One
of the reasons I associated myself early with the labor
movement is that we dared to try, even if we lost. We
were willing to fight, willing to speak up. And this union
of yours has been one of the most socially active unions
in all of the labor movement. You haven't just talked for
your members; you've talked for the whole nation.

But we've got to continue the fight. We can't get
trapped in to just a TV extravaganza. We've got to get
down to the things that need to be done. I remind you that
the prime interest rate is 8 1/4 percent. And I met with
an economist today who said, "Senator Humphrey, it'll be
10 percent before the end of this year." And you wonder
what's going to happen to the housing program. What young
family who is starting their life together can afford that
kind of interest rate for 30 years! The average young
couple buying a house today puts their name on that line for
thirty years. And they'll pay for that house 2 1/2 times
what the capital of that house is before it's theirs -- or
more at these interest rates.

What about the cost of financing this government? I've
often wondered why it is that eéveryone else is supposed to
have controls, except bankers. Isn't it interesting that

the one way that this Administration feels you can control

e



-12~

"inflation," as they call it, is by tight credit and high
interest rates. Now that's the old fashioned, political,
economic medicine. That's just like 0l1d Ward's Liniment
that used to take off the warts, take care of your lumbago,
good for arthritis, sore throat -- sort of a general all-
around remedy. The problem is that it killed a lot of patients.
By the same token, so does this system of tightening
up on the money, tightening up on the interest, Only a few
months ago we were talking about the highest interest in a
hundred years. That's when the prime rate was 7 percent,
Today it's 8 1/4. It went up to 8 1/2. They brought it
down again to 8 1/4. But just as surely as we're in this
room -- and listen well to what I tell you -=- it'll be 8 1/2.
And, if it's 8 1/2 prime, that means for the best credit;it
doesn't take care of any of you in this room.
Most of you here are family people. Now I've always

said that the way you test whether a government is doing

its job is to say, "What does it mean to my family?" When

I sought this high office of the Presidency, I said I want
to be the President for the American family. I understand
something about families. I understand what it means to see
your kids have to look for a job -- what it means to have to
pay those bills. I can honestly say that we've never made
it easy for the Humphrey boys. They've had to go on out and

do it on their own. I've watched them try to meet these
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accounts.

We've got a President today and an Administration
that is not interested in what happens with the family.
It's primarily concerned about what it can do to help
things out in the corporate board rooms. That's what
they are talking about today. And the evidence is there.
The profits of corporations, after taxes, went up 14.5
percent in 1971; 15.5 percent in 1972; and, in the first
five months of 1973, 32.8 percent. That's right. And
they're going up more.

And the biggest mistake that this country ever made
is when the Administration took off Phase Two and went to
Phase Three -- and permitted everyone to jockey themselves
into a position literally to milk the country. So today
you find unbelievable conditions existing in this nation,
where a freeze has been put on, a freeze where there are
SO many inequities that some of the people who ought to be
producing the food that we eat are not producing it. And
some of the people that ought to be producing the products
that we need are not producing them.

To give you one example, I met this last week, with
the turkey producers in the state of Minnesota. We're the
largest turkey producing state in the country. And these
poultry producers said to me, "Senator, we cannot produce

the birds at the cost of the feed. We have no assurance of
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the propane or the fuel oil that we need. Yet we've got

to maintain temperatures for those birds at 90 to 95 degrees.
And we cannot have a slack for one single hour. Unless we

can have the assurance that we're going to get the fuel, we
are not going to produce a single bird." That's 29 million
turkeys that will not be produced in this country and there'll
be no turkey.

Oh yes, but that's just one little item. I tried to
get this government of ours, I tried to get your labor move-
ment and my labor movement interested in what we call a food
reserve program in this country.

What do I mean? We've got strategic metals piled up
that cost us billions of dollars -- everything from chromium
to magnesium, to tin to lithium, you name it, we've got it.
There are stocks of copper, lead, tin, zinc. We said we
would never be caught again because of the inability to protect
ourselves in case of a massive attack. So we have a large
supply of strategic metals. And we pay the price for them.
We warehouse these metals. Nobody complains about it at all.
It's gone on for years. I haven't read an article about it.
But when the copper prices went up here in 1967, skyhigh, I
was in an Administration that came over to Congress and said,
"We want to release copper from the stockpile." That brought
the copper prices right down to a fair and reasonable rate.
It also made copper available for the factories that needed

it so workers had jobs.
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We've got a military establishment over here that's
got enough reserves of bombs to fight about five wars. We
have a reserve army, reserve planes, reserve ships == in
mothballs as they call it. The only thing that we don't
have in reserve that's really necessary around here for
life is some food. And there was a fellow by the name of
Napoleon that once said, "aAn army fights on its stomach."

Well, Napoleon or no Napoleon, let's just talk, not
about the military, but the consumer aspects. Had we been
doing what some of us have been advocating and pleading for =--
and I've been in the forefront of this battle -- we would
have had a reserve, a strategic reserve of corn, soybeans
and feed grains that would have protected our market at
home and made it possible for us not to have to cancel a
single export abroad. We ought to have it. And we ought
not to call it a surplus.

We're never going to have low food prices again. Just
as sure as I'm looking at you, remember that the day of low
food prices is gone! Once they're up, they don't come down
much. They're just going to stay there. Oh,we'll have some
variables, on such things as fresh fruits and vegetables,
but that's about it. The demand for food around the world
is terrific and we ought to have -- just to give you an idea -~

500 million bushels of wheat in storage at all times. This
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means that we would not be caught in the situation we're
in today, where we literally don't have any. We ought to
have 40 million tons of corn in storage. That's a three-
month supply, that's all. You can't have beef and pork
and you can't have dairy products without corn. And we
ought to have 50 million bushels of soybeans in reserve at
all times. That's about less than a two-months' supply.
This would mean again that your pork prices, your beef
prices and your poultry prices would not go through the
roof.

Had that reserve been here today, you would have been
able to level off this food situation right now, to have
been able to take care of our domestic needs. All of this
hullaballu that you're reading about exports controls isn't
going to help you one bit. The horse is out of the barn
before Richard locked the door. Make no mistake about it,
it's gone.

Now the news comes that we're going to have to cut back
the senior citizens' feeding program. We're going to cut
back on the school feeding program. We're going to have to
cut back on the breakfast program. We're going to have to
cut back on the program that we call supplementary feeding.
All of these things on which we've worked for years are being
pushed aside, because of what we, as a people, not only as

a government, have neglected and I want this labor movement
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to start to fight! I want them to start calling the shots.

We've got an investigating committee on Watergate
that'll do better than any of us. Now we've got to start
talking about how we're going to build some houses that we
can afford to purchase. We're going to have to talk about
how we're going to feed people. We're going to have to
talk about how we're going to employ people. We're going
to have to talk about whether we're going to have vocational-
technical shcools. We're going to have to talk about whether
there is real equality in education. We're going to have
to start talking about whether there is going to be any civil
rights for our people or whether we're going to retreat.

And this Administration has not been retreating on just a
couple of these points. We've had a massive retreat on every
one of these fronts.

And that's why I'm up here with you tonight. Because
you can do something about it back home. I know it may be
difficult. As they used to say back home, "Don't talk much
politics in the summer; everybody wants to go fishing." I
know that, but the prices of fish are up tool

Well, that's about all I had to say to you except that
it's kind of good to remind people that it was just a year
ago this month that the man who's in the White House today
and his Secretary of the Treasury said that by January, the

first of the year, they'd have a major, total, comprehensive tax
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reform package before the Congress. You've forgotten that.

I haven't. Then we heard that they couldn't have it ready

by January. They'd have it ready by March. We still den't
have it, We're not going to get it. Tax reform means that

the boys that have been paying their bills are going to have
to pay their fair share and every family in this country that
has an income of under $25,000 a year has an interest in tax
reform. And that takes care of an awful lot of you, too, I'll
tell you. All that tax reform means is that we pay our fair
share. You've got a big stake in this.

When you get back home, and you call the membership
together (it's hard to get them in these days, I know that),
discuss this record of the Nixon Administration. Remember
that all you need in every union is a few good articulate
stand-up people, men and women who know what the issues are,
who are prepared to take on all comers, who will get up
there and have the courage to call upon the membership to
take a stand and we'll start to get things done in this country.

We don't have to have a hundred million leaders in
America. You don't have to have 15 million leaders in the
labor movement. You don't have to have 600,000 of them in
the State, County and Municipal Employees. All you need to
have is you, right here. I have said so many times in my
public life, that if we could have just a few people,

dedicated, willing to fight, understanding the issues,
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knowing when to attack and when not, knowing when to take

a stand and when to back away, knowing how to carry on the
battle -- then we could do almost anything that we need to
do. It won't be easy. There are no easy ways out. We're
going to have a tough time for Years to come, because this
Administration has loused up this economy more in a period
of 4 1/2 years than anyone since the time of Herbert Hoover.
And we're going to pay dearly.

Did you ever think you'd live to see the time, that
day after day, you could pick up that newspaper and see the
American dollar under threat abroad? Did you ever think
you'd see the day that we were importing a lot more than we
were able to export? Did you ever think that you'd see the
day that, after we lectured the whole world that they ought
te buy our agricultural products, we'd put on an embargo when
they were just ready to buy? Did you ever think that you'd
see the day that this Administration would permit interest
rates to become usurious and then say it was all done in the
name of prudent fiscal policy? This has happened,

Did you ever think you'd see the day that the Congress
of the United States could appropriate funds on a roll call
vote, the President would sign the legislation, the money
was made available and then for some reason or another s £ o
just disappeared? It never got to where it was supposed to
go. It was tied up and they called it impoundment in the

name of fighting inflation.
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There are so many things that have happened to us
lately, dear friends, that it almost confounds you; that
it, as the kids say, just "blows your mind." Well don't
let it. Just get your piece of paper out and start putting
down what you think we need to do.

What are the things you need to do? First, you organize,
organize, organize, not only economically, but politically.
You have great power. You can be the spokesman in every
central body. You can be the spokesman in the American
Federation of Labor and CIO in this country. You have the
talent. You're vigorous, you're young, you're diversified.
You come from every part of this country. You work at
government. You have people who can teach you how to do
these things. And, believe me, if you don't take on your
share of the burden, I'm here to tell you it won't get done.
I've been around this town a long time. As I've said to some
people, I not only know where the bodies are buried, occasionally
I carried one there myself.

We're going to get just the kind of government that we
fight for, that's all. If we're willing to turn over the
power tools to the vested interests, they'll take it. They
know what to do with it and they do it shamelessly. It
doesn't bother them a bit to read in the paper that their
profits went up 32 1/2 percent after taxes. It does bother
them to hear that you got a 6 percent wage increase. That

just shakes them up badly. It doesn't bother them at all to
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read that the prime rate is the highest it's ever been in
this nation's history, and going up, but it just bothers
them to no end - may I tell you, no end at all - if you
get a little extra dime on that pension plan. It gives
them nervous prostration.

You've got to be willing to take your stand and that
helps me take my stand. But I learned a long time ago,
that if you're going to go into battle, you've got to have
more than the general that's willing to fight. You'd
better have some troops. And I'm looking over my shoulder.

Thank you, very much.

# % % # #
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“7 going to talk to you jusuiERRttiemsit about what Itk is happening in

this town,‘&\d/when it's happening here, it's happening elsewhere. k¢hink

/.ﬁ;he first thing we have to recognize is that whatever this government does,
or does not do -- either one: its acts of omission or commission -- everything
has a basic effect upon the lives of every American, every family, every com-
munity, and indeed upon the entire world. Now that's the message we have
almost forgotten, as we get caught up in what is the scandal of the day, as

we get caught up in the sensational news of the day.

% not here, in any way, to downplay the significance of the tragedy, the
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unbelievable, incredible scandal of Watergate. It's a national shame.m_ng
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to say quickly about it:,a’that it does not represent Nﬂgﬁa’!people have

said it represents: "that's the way politics is."

Politics igg%that way. The politics of some may be, but it is not the
pattern of American politics. Politics is not breaking and entering. It isn't
going into people's offices and breaking into their files. It isn't wiretapping.
It isn't conspiracy. It isn't obstruction of justice. Itisn't burglary. Those
are criminal acts. Politics may inciude exaggeration. It may include waste ]S

of funds and campaign funds, ineptness and even ignorance. But it doesn't
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inciude what we just mentioned. And for people to try amel spread the mess-

age in this country that what we're seeing here in this exposé is just American
politics, is-emtmy to take a few specific acts of a few specific individuals and

try to translate that into an American pattern.

I've been in politics a long time and 1've never wiretappéd anybody. And
i haven't broken into their offices, and | haven't had any of my associates do
so. Amgt ! haven't burglarized. ﬂ“ﬂhen I say "if", I'm talking about the elected

officials of this country. The vast majority of them just do not engage in et .< )

Y

Aaset-] don't want}good friends in the labor movement, where politics means
so much to you and your families, to let this whole political process be contami-
nated and literally corrupted in the public mind because of the specific acts of
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specific individuals at a speeifiesand specific time, We've{}got to just ciear the
; _ (
record. We'll wait for all the evidence to come in. 1'm not going to pass judge-
ment here. I'm not going to4mste short-cut what we call the processes of justice.
i'm not going to teyme second guess what the investigating commitiee is going to
discover. i'm not even going to assess blame. I'm simply going to say that it
"{;;b -w.__-j e =

is unkind and unfair, and it is a terrible thing to try q’{ﬁ/ake it appear’ﬁwhat

we now witness on the television screen wiassifetils s the political pattern in

American life. Because itisn't.



Now we ought to do a little better when we get into public Iife,-\b—EWe
ought tesley to set some standards. We ought to be in a position of leadership.
When you're a leader, it doesn't give you a privilege. It gives you a responsi-
bility. And every person ﬁk:::tchas a leadership role, whether you're a council
director, a member of a board, or a president or a vice president of a union or

w2

of any other organization, i-Fyou—have—a—l-eaders-hﬂﬂde-yo&ﬁmAa special re-
sponsibility. That's what leadership means. m'f;have it appear that leader-
ship means that you just have it nice, ams that you';e above the law, or beyond
it, or that you cﬂymake the law as you see fit for your own purposes, @ that's
not leadership. That's arrogancea nm-mnmﬁnd we ought
not to confuse it.

e

Now let me suggest that we gft down to the issues that really affect the lives
of your members. You have 650,000 or mokf?ﬁgusand a week coming in.

=R )fou represent more than that. What you do, in terms of the people in govern-
| .

At
ment at state, county and municipal levels, ‘r)vork for the benefit of everyone,

/!

whether they're in your membership or not. You, in a very real sense, subsidize
-- by your dues, by your work, by your leadership, by your grievance procedures,
by the host of things that you do -- you subsidize hundreds of thousands of others

who have, as yet, not become a member of this great organization.



-.Et me say to them -- and | hope you'll remember this as you talk to those
yet to be organized -- that every time &t an organization such as this grows in
strength, it provides just that much more security, that much more protection,
for those tivatsawe in these positions of responsibility in state and local government.
M/"y/bu have the right to go to them to ask them to join with you’*e
an ac:ive, participating member. meﬁfter all, you're working for them.
.-_’i:heir being out weakens your position. Their being in strengthens their
position. And | think there's a great chance for us to do a marvelous job of or-

ganization around the country.

Now you've done a good deal of work in political education and political
action. YMml'!'m pleased to note that your director here in that field, Bill Welsh,
has been making some comments about the Minnesota State Legislature, about
the last session of our legislative assembly in Minnesota. We've been waiting

‘P
u,i“ f"‘:‘ .

for a hundred years to ha;e al major:ty in both houses of the legislature. We've
elected a governor,-welvwsivas-geodsgowenness. We've elected a Lieutenant
Covernor. We've elected a Public Serivce Commissioner. We had a majority
several times in the House of Representativei! __B;ut never a majority in the

State Senate since Minnesota became a state. Never a majority. This time we

put it all together.

One of the reasons we put it all together is because we all worked together.

| spent a good deal of my time and resources and energy working to help others

':}5,-5&-—:‘ w&k M«-I. A ToAA \19&‘“( “ q{ ,__::‘_-4
in the state of Minnesota and&. is not ml“/rgo kick here tonight, Tt is




a fact. | traveled throughout my state campaigning for every one of our legis-
lative candidates/ .‘__,.WBrking for the entire ti cket' as we have for years. I've
always figured that political popularity is like money in the bank. It was there
to be drawn out, to be used. Now if you're running a close one, and you've got
to take care of just your own hide, that's another matter. But if a man has any

extra, he ought to share it and he ought to give some of it to help somebody else.

We pulled together - Senator Mondale, Senator Humphrey, the governor of
our state and the rest of us got in there and we put together a winning combina-
tion. And it produced results. We went to the people with programs'and said
we would do a certain number of things. Ameslethinictisel your own representa-

tives from Minnesota will tell you that never has any state in as short a period

of time as we did in this last year, put together as much constructive legislation

A
i

that was to your benefit and to the benefit of e peopley ﬂ.cs-’ QAL A

That's enough on that level. Now let me talk about Washington. | have been
irying to say over the years, without acrimony, MWWMT)KKW—
wewe | do not have enemies, | have adversaries. | worry about people that list
somebody as the enemy, whether that's internationally or domestically. We can
have competitors and adversaries. Enemies you seek to destroy. Adversaries
you seek to defeat. There's a great deal of difference. The mind that conceives
of people as enemies indicates something about the personality and something

about the character,



The man that occupies the White House today has ’ tremendous power. In
Jq — 1§

the #168 campaign, as well as in tﬁéjn campaign, our standard bearers were
trying to tell the American people what was in the offing for them. | remember
in‘ 68 | said you're not just electing a president, you're choosing a Supreme
Court. You're not only doing that, you're choosing agencies to protect the
public interest. Every one of these many agencies - Securities Exchange
Commission, Federal Trade Commission, Federal Power Commission, Federal
Communications Commission -- whatever it is -- these are supposed to be ex-
tentions of the arms of Congress to help protect the public, to give the public

a square deal. But when you elect a president, you not only elect a man, you

elect a whole system for a whole period of time.

And | also said that when a man is re-elected and has no place to go except
to seek his place in history, you can find the true colors of the man. When
January 1973 came ar'ound/you began to see what the Nixon Republican Admin-
istration really meant for this country. Now just for a moment, let's set aside
Watergate. Because one of the curses of Watergate is that it has deflected our
attention, distracted us from things that mean a great deal to your families,
to this nation, to these communities, to these towns and cities and counties
and villages and the people that live in them. We started this session of Con-

gress on the budget. Now the real test of an administration philosophy is in the

\_c\\.dl,) u:'\.-t‘:-,: 5 . I
budget. What are the priorities? What mfwﬂlmg to put ’,,money on?
4 <)



Put your money where your mouth is, as they say. What was this administra-

tion putting its money on? Where was it taking it away? And when we started

kS M ,
back in January of gh;s year m//fabout the budget@-the Nixon budget, st alw

‘tvu.ktu," Al

lmpoundment. We-taliced-about-the-confromtatton . the Constitutional

M%e. We talked about a @mstitutional Crisis, ofsm

eeaageiseaesepesly, of the confrontation between the Congress and the

Executive Branch of the government? /he Office of Management and Budget

disregarding the actions of Congress-; ?‘he President through impoundment

exercising focies 1 vetoj /illing programs. The Pres ident took an oath of
T dlLL .;, A-! 1 L
ute the laws orthe land. He looked

office that says he pledges to failiifithty

at the word "execute" and said it's an old-fashioned meaning; it means "kill’i'é,,

Because program after program that has been duly passed by the Congress and

j.“*—l-'wn. CA.;*\\_ A DA ,”.1:. o)

- signed by thes;es:dent

[}

outstosgibleons. Some of them were stopped completely W%&v“” )
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For example, Nhousmg programs for the low and lower-middle income people —
of this nation; Rural hous ing programs, yater and sewer programs, rﬁnviron-
¥ / :.-
mental programs. qucation programs, research programs, medical programs,

%mumty action programs, onesaften the other-~—jkilled: How were they
%

Killed? By the normal legislative process? lThese programs were killed by the
sledgehammer, not of an official veto, wh:ch has happened on many occasions,

but by the back door. By impoundment. By cutting back on the funds. By



Tt
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_ _r&hat budget representa a tremendous amoun‘ of the resources of this country ..

$268.7 billion worth. That's about one-fourth of the total Gross National Product.
That budget relates to state governments and county governments and local govern-

ments, gecause every state budget, every state government dependa on a certain

(- Y
amounl to come from the federal government!'fver and above what we call .
- xg‘-f O - AA_‘\,‘-‘\)._.? P ; 'ﬂ'v"' b, : {"_1..]_'#'1 b e

revenue sharlng‘NE'very state budget therefore, has had to be trimmed or

- Ml A\ P e

tailored. Mr. Nixon doesn't want any tax increase at the federal level. He's

perfectly willing, however, to have it pushed back on the state and local Ievel"

Perfestiyswillinng to see property taxes have to go up, even though they talk

piously about how we must reduce property taxes.

These are things about which | want to engage your attention. Because we
N paacdt *‘1"“ /‘C

A

can't give up thls(ght We started out in the Congress of the United S¥ates this
year saying that we were going to have budget reform. We haven't got any. It
hasn't taken place. And one of the proposed budget reforms would merely i ,n A

PO,
b N »
!some of the more conservative establishment of the Congress

the future budget will be. | don't want to jump from the frying pan of the OMB
into what | would call the hot coals of the conservatives of the Congress. | want

you to have something to say about this. | want us to have something to say about



the priorities of this country. You're a great union here. You supported us in a
resolution | prepared on what we call "our national pnorltle{o But again may |
say most emphatically the Congress as yet has not acted on ;ﬁg‘t‘:gh;it;ﬁ%;f;af
Democratic Congress. We ought to be acting on iw/nd not ‘Iu???jﬁ'éﬁo that TV

tube.

Because when it's all said and donﬁwhen Watergate is all over, we ought to

have campaign reform, election reform, campa:gn‘fmancmg reform. These are

é&“ s
minimums. The/:hecR'ff system which we once again passed e | offered the

amendment again this year; the Republicans fought us; we ‘vot dr two 1 to one»

M‘-’j = . _/ =y
& we locked it in) ‘Tﬁv’%een signed ta s ,’ aw g
/ /

o

L.M-WL\A.-'V‘“} \\..._ '{.2-‘- Y e e W ‘\:" T S
A A M - \; ?‘L‘“‘-'( - ‘-'»A—« A.\x—c_\/‘ .,_-\}4{\/ g Vol | ) A,
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And!after we' re all through witl"{ lﬁ lghly important, 'what
;l L\g_ —ah

about helping the school children of this country? What abgut helpmg the poor VS

2 HM- Ao W s SA A ACP

8. this country? What aboug the jobs.
M’N’-MM M ‘t‘b\u{._ LSJ Aol

\ LM\ .,,._J:J _ M Al «(-L* -+=‘q.r\
OWMWA And you wonder why there's trouble in these

D ]’M A f—"": \ g —

cities. And the government sits around here and does nothing.

What about the social services? What about the funds that we need for clinics

for drug addiction? For alcoholism? What about the fact that this Admi nistration
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is trying to %ﬁ*ﬁ%lqw&hat about the
need for comprehensive hea:Ith care coverage? What about the need for a better
energy program than we have? Or are we going to let oil companies and the
government together force :ﬁﬁt%‘;; more forﬁ'ﬁﬁ‘-— which they're

doing -- at least they are up in our part of the counfr*y. You wonder whether or
not there's going to be any fuel oil at all, no matter what you pay. What about a

ﬁf’
government that hasn't any program for food. And now | read the stories that

we're going to cut back on school lunch programs. They're going to cut out the

school milk programs ,in a nation tHutsims WSGRSHOUNERERmeiNULriticayand.

i ' Mb.,«,. A AA A . —*)mi.;l=a{_\ﬂ_

. "‘Lif\;_}g,ﬁ.a W
l is-ati I wantﬁlabor movement inetiie by to

gengfi-te-basleendane go to work and fight for these things that need to be

done in this country. You know we need some scrappers around here these

days. One of the reasons | associated myself early with the labor movementg
is that we dared to try, even if we lost. We were willing to fight, willing to
speak up. And this union of yours has been one of the most socially active

unions in a he labor movement. You haven't just talked for your members/

you've talked for the whole nation.

But we've got to continue the fight. We can't get trapped in to justa TV

extravanganza. We've got to get down to the things that need to be done s g
/‘N"’"“\-'\‘l 4 \l - g — —‘-i .'E‘ “-1‘“’ L ’m _.-.-F"/
rime interest rate {8% And | met with an economist today who

4 At A —-(:\:t &

\ﬁ'{ .
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said "Senator Humphrey, tt'll be IOVbefore the end of this year." And you

wonder what's going to happen to the housing program. What young family

»
- .;.,“

who',startmg their life together, can afford that kind of interest rate§ for =% 0
dsmy years." The average young couple buying a house today puts their

name on that line for thirty years. And they'll pay for that house 2% times

what the capital of that house is "’/,nt's thei rs'/’?r more at these interest

rates:‘. Ayt

A 4 G W

\ ww:jf:‘ﬂ‘:_' P | 4 /RJY A. ‘F

%})cost of financing this government. ['ve often wondered why it is that

everyone else is supposed to have controls except bankers {pardon=-me;=8ill) .
Isn't it interesting that the one way that this #‘dministration feels you can con-

: . m}*‘l'*%wt o .
trol e "mﬂatior}" as they call it, is by “g{credit and high interest rates.
Now that's the old.fash:ones pollt:cal/economlc medicine. That's just like
Old Ward's Lm‘ment that used to take off the warts, take care of your lumbago,

good for arthritis, sore thraé:t,dl'/sjort of a general all-around remedy. The

problem is that it killed a lot of patients.

uﬂy the same token, so does this system of tightening up on the money,
tightening up on the interest. Only a few months ago we were talking about
the highest interest rates in a hundred years. That's when the prime rate

N = J -
was((7M Today it's Bi.lwent up to 83. They brought it down again to 8% ,*lmf —

just as surely as we're in this room -- and listen well to what | tell you -- it'l|
3 =
be 83, 6n¢‘:')if it's 8% prime, that means for the best credit doesn't take

care of any of you in this room.

=
A
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“Rpst of you here are family people. Now I've always said that the way

you test whether a government is doing its job is to sa)} "what does it mean to my

-

family“f " When | sought this high office of the presidency, | said | want to be the

=

president for the American family. “jetiink | understand something about families.

-
e

ook | understand what it means to see your kids have to look for a jo\i':i'}f”?ihat
it means to have to pay those bills. | can honestly say that we've never made it
easy for the Humphrey boys. They've had to go on out and do it on their own.

&Rl |'ve watched them try to meet these accounts.

!mWe've got a €resident today and weshaxe an P{jministration

tegey that is not interested in wl';;t happens in.the-family-dining-room;or-heppens..
inhesfsmilyiroomsorshappens. with the family. SR {t's primarily concerned about
what t.;{_é;n do to help things out in the corporat&;ﬁ’oard rooms. That's what they

are talking about today. And the evidence is there. The profits of corporations

?&m«m’ff i a3 /
after taxes;.)went up 14, Am 971, 15.58 in 1972} and/in the first five months of

F
e

1973, 32.)8§. That's right. And they're going up more.

- ;:-‘f" '
| .
s (1 E Y B e aa A _

that this country ever tesk is when Hnydlook of f

—

And the biggest

-SRI

milk the country. today you find unbelievable con-

ditions existing in this nation «s where a freeze has been put

/

AN~
on ) /( freeze tigt where there ‘Fmany inequitiew that some of the people p

'y

E"ought to be producing the food that we eat are not producing it. And some
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of the people that ought to be producing the products that we need are not producing

them.

To give you one example, | met this last week, with the turkey producers in

the state of Minnesota. We're the largest turkey§producing state in the country.

[\
meate . Lhate-right. And these poultry producers said to me, Senator, we cannot

produce the birds at the cost of the feed. “'wle have no assurance of the R’_&E‘-

D

pane or the fuel oil that we need.#we've got to maintain temperatures for those

birds at BOFfdegrees . And we cannot have a slack for one single hour. A
'Eniess we can have the assurance that we're going to get the fuel, we are not

going to produce a single bird. That's 29 million turkeys that will not be pro-

duced in this country and there'll be no turkey.

Oh yes, but that's just one little item. | tried to get this government of

ours ,"./l tried to get your labor movement and my labor movement interested

in what we call a food reserve program in this country. NowsletimalJustiake

a mirrate-and-Heshut-up-on-this.gne.



i
What do I mean? We've got strategic metals

Piled up that cost us billions of doilal"sr?Verythmg from chromium to magnesuun}

‘;_{L’“" Abe: B
to tin to lithium, you name it, we've got it. /Stocks of copper, lead, tin, zinc.
,.
w We said we would never be caught again because of the in- \

%

ability to mé@My protect ourselves in case of a massive attaci(')\we have a large
supply of strategic metals. And we pay the price for them. We warehouse these
metals. Nobody complains about it at all. It's gone on for years. | haven't
read an article about it. But when the copper prices went up here in 1967,

skyhigh, I was in anédministration that came over to Congress and said, "We

A

j want to release copper from the stockpile." ﬂhat brought the copper prices \
right downu;[a'?a:f and reasonable rate. It also made copper avail-

able for the factories that needed it so workers had jobs,

We've got a military establishment over here that's agot
enough reserves of bombs to fight abouf five wars. We have a
reserve army, reserve planes, reserve thngjln mothballs as they
call it, SIS~ The only thing that we don't have in reserve that's
really necessary around here for life is some food. And there was a

fellow by the name of Napoleon that once said, "An army fights on its

stomach.

e =

Well, Napoleon or no Napoleon, let's just talk frabout noy the mllltary, but the
consumer aspects. Had we been doing what some of us have been advocating and \
et #

pleading fo?;'fa/nf& I've been in the forefront of this battle A we would have had a re-

serve, a strategic reserve of corn, soybeansgand feed grains that would have



-15-

protected our market at home and made it possible for us not to have to cancel

a single export abroad. MWe ought to have it. And we ought not to call it

—

a surplus.

We're never going to have low food prices again. Just as sure as sure as I'm
looking at you, remember that the day of low food prices is gone! Once they're

up, they don't come down much ‘They're just going to stay there.& Oh, we'll

T E-w-—ki’\- - ‘,' Ayt L

e

N — -
have some variablesmﬂfresh fruits and vegetables but that's about it. The

demand for food sualy around the world is terrific and we ought to have 7/ p,just

s ,A.-d,.,.l__‘-s.“_,.- - A - | .

to give youisom-mhwﬂ SOQM bushels of wheat in
I\ P )

/

storage at all times. %s that we would not be caught in the srtuatlon’
!

we're in today, where we literally don't have any. We ought to have 40 million

tons of corn in storage. That's a three-month supply, that's all. e You can't

have beef and pork and you can't have dairy products without corn. And we ought

to have 50 million bushels of soybeans in reserve at all times. That's about less

P .’""“ '-I""" A‘.d))
than %months‘ ould mean again that your pork prices, your beef
uﬂ_) W‘ﬂj"‘ ot
prices and your poultry prices would not goﬂ the roof,

You would have been able, had that reserve been here today, to level ﬁvﬁ'f
l !"» ‘A_T-”P — U
this ght now, to have been able to take care of our domestic needs, ang
All of this hullaballu that you're reading about «lugi exports controls isn't
going to help you one bit. The horse is out of the barn before Richard got

to lock the door. Make no mistake about it, he's gone.
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There aren't any soybeans aroundy Mﬂﬂ:ﬂnow the news

comes that we're going to have to cut back the senior citi zens' feeding programf s
We're going to cut back on the school feeding programj, We're going to have o
cut back on the breakfast program. We're going to have to cut back on the

‘., r\j«/‘- t j" e
program that we call supplementary feeding. All of these thmgs -} we've worked
4o for years are being pushed aside, because of what weas a people, not only as

a government, have neglected and | want this labor movement to start to fight!

| want them to start to call the shots.

We've got an investigating committee on Watergate that'll do esdSimsigiv

better than any of us. Now we've got to start talking about how we're going to
AR P A i

build some houses that we can afford to#,\ We're going to have to talk
about how we're going to feed people. We're going to have to talk about how

we're going to employ People We're goxng to have to talk about whether we're
"W-f—-sm!&&“ t-‘i A A At
going to haveg)\schools. We're gomg to have IR absik whether there is

A

. vz I IL
real equality in education. We're going to have to start to f Jabout whether
4

there is going to be any civil rights for our people’ Pr whether we're going

to retreat, énd this administration has not only been retreating;f:s been a

-

massive retreat on every one of these fronts.

And that's why I'm up here with you tonight. Because you can do something
about it back home. | know things are goody “ﬁ they used to say back home,
“don't talk much politics in the summer; everybody wants to go fishing." 1 know that,

but the prices of fish are up too!
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Well, that's about all | had to say to you, tet's-seeryeahrwell.ldonliawant

to mem%mhﬂm%ﬁmt,

yo i i :
o Aaaﬁrz»- : MM
ﬁddﬁjq:t s kind of good to remind& it was just a year ago this month

that the man who's in the White House today’and his Secretary of the Treasury‘

said that by January, the first of the year, they'd have a major, total, compre-

hensive tax reform package before the Congress. You've forgotten that. | haven't.
A

NN
Then we that they

) =
couldn't have it ready by January.ﬁy'@ have it ready by March./(?till haven't

got it. We're not going to get it. % reform means that the boys that

=1

have been paying their bills are going to have to pay their fair share and every
family in this country that has an income of under $25,000 a year has an interest

in tax reform. And that takes care of an awful lot of you, too, I'll tell you. .

.\}}ﬁAII that tax reform means is that we pay our fair share. You've got a

big stake in this. E \dhen you get back home, and you call the membership

together, 4 it s har’d to get them in these days, | know that m
MM-J I\L £, A *12)&.. u\ 3\‘»&« 1( CFM" V¥ ke ‘-‘ A .«';J ARAL

job. ilding inter i i Remeﬁ*b‘é’r‘,Aéll you need in

P e

tead

every union is a few good articulate stand-up peopl:e/ ﬁen and women who

1 o v O

know what the issues are, @prepared to take on all comerifthat will get

up there and have the courage to call upon the membership to take a stand
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and we'll start to get things done in this country.

We don't have to have a hundred million leaders in America. You don't
have to have 15 million leaders in the labor movement,ﬁu don't have to have
600,000 of them in the State, County and Municipal Employees. All you need
to have is you, right here. | have said so many times in my public life, that

ifif:ould have just a few people, dedicated, willing to fight, understanding

the issues, knowing when to attac\( and when not, knowing when to take a . 0
A CAY WISy

stand and when to back away, knowing how to carry on the battle ——
do almost anything that we need to do. |

"t won't be easy. There are no easy ways out. We're going to have a
tough time for years to come, because thisﬁdministration has loused up this

economy more in a period of 41 years than anyone since the time of Herbert

Hoover. Asncstheyslhave. And we're going to pay dearly.

w

Did you ever think you'd live to se‘éhﬁhfﬁ;t day after day, you could

pick up that newspaper and see the American dollar wes under threat abmad:‘:

happens-teday+* Did you ever think you'd see the day when American paper

abroad could not sell? Did you ever think you'd see the day that we were im-
porting a lot more than we were able to export? Did you ever think you'd see
the day that after we lectured the whole world that they ought to buy our

agricultural products ti@#® we'd put out an embargo when they were just ready
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to)? Did you ever think that you'd see the day that this Administration would

%,Lfv*—.ﬂf
permit interest rates to become usuriousf /nd say it was all done in the name

of prudent fiscal policy. This has happened.

w—fh
ANACA,

Did you ever think you'd see the day't'ha‘;i_"Ctingre‘ess of the United States could

[

appropriate funds on a roll call vote @ the President would sign the Iegislation/

I

/
S D
@l the money was made available an ‘( or some reason or another it just
et
disappeared? It never got to where it was supposed to go.aﬁlE was tied up

and they called it impoundment in the name of fighting inflationfis

There are so many things that have happened to us lately, dear friends,
that it almost confounds you; that it, as the kids say, @ just "blows your mind,"

youdamew.. Well don't let it.%st get your piece of paper out and jmst start

putting down what you think we need to do.

What are the things you need to do? First, you organize, organize, organize,
not only economically, but politically. You have great power. You can be the
spokesman in every central body. You can be the spokesman in the American
Federattion of :L{afband ClO in this country. You have the talent. You're vigorous,
you're young, you're diversified. You come from every part of this country. You
work at government. You have people who can teach you how to do these things.
And}believe me, if you don't take on your share of the burden, I'm here to tell

A’
you it won't get done. I've been around this town a long time,eqgif I've said to

some people, | not only know where the bodies are buried, occasionally |

carried one there myself.



- 20 -

We're going to get just the kind of government that we fight for, that's
ali. If we're willing to turn over the power tools to the vested interests;

5VA L G L 4 ] ".’0“‘-"‘ -5

they'll take it. They know

what to do with it and they do it shamelessly. It doesn't bother them a bit

‘ :P"A""""",,If."‘; A
to read in the paper that their profits went up 3__}‘ fter taxes. It does

- el Rt
bother them to hear that you got /)wage increase. That just shakes them

b d Ty
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up 4 It doesn't bother them at all to read that the prime rate is the highest

it's ever been in this nation's histor; and going up:'but it just bothers them to

no end - may | tell you, no end at all - if you get a little extra dime on that

i
pension plan. .m,:ﬁt j’:ervous prostration.

] i You've got to be willing to take

your stand and that helps me take my stand. But | learned a long time ago,

that if you're going to go into battle, you've got to have more than the gen-
eral that's willing to fight. You'd better have some troops. And I'm looking

over my shoulder.

Thank you, very much.

]
-
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