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REVENUE SHARING HAS BEEN AN INTEREST OF MINE SINCE THE 

EARLY 1960's. 

~ I ADVOCATED IT DURING THE JoHNSON-HUMPHREY ADMINISTRATION, 

AND~· WHEN I RETURNED TO THE SENATE IN 1971~ A REVENUE 

SHARING BILL WAS THE FIRST LEGISLATION I INTRODUCED., 

k N 1~2~· I JOINED WITH SENATOR HowARD BAKER OF TENNESSEE 

TO REINTRODUCE THE REVENUE SHARING LEGISLATION THAT FINALLY 

BECAME LAW. 

/ I FELT THEN -- AND I STILL FEEL NOW -- THAT REVENUE 
Yl --

SHARING CAN BECOME THE FOUNDATION OF A NEW SYSTEM OF PUBLIC 

SERVICES IN OUR NATION -- A SYSTEM THAT PLACES A MINIMUM 

SERVICE FLOOR BENEATH EVERY INDIVIDUAL IN OUR COUNTRY. ---
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.. 
THESE BASIC SERVICES OF EDUCATION , HEALTH CARE, RECREATIONAL 

FACILITIES, STREETS, CLEAN WATERJ CLEAN AIR, LAW ENFORCEMENT, 

FIRE PROTECTION, COMMUNITY CENTERS -- THESE ARE PART OF THE 

- ~~ 
I~.:_ ~~~ _L ANNUAL INCOME OF THE INDIVIDUAL AND THE FAMILY, ~~ -- . 

~ 

REVENUE SHARING WAS DESIGNED AS AN EFFORT TO HELP OUR C~ 

p:~N THE LONG ROAD BACK TO VITALITY, - ttJ--U-a4..-tG.._~ 
-to4~~ ---tf::-~-+o ~~ 
~ REVENUE SHARING WAS SUPPOSED TO BE " NEW MONEY," 1 ~ 

LISTEN TO THE PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS IN A FEBRUARY, 1971 

.. 
SPECIAL MESSAGE, WHEN HE MADE IT PERFECTLY CLEAR THAT I I I 

"ALL OF THIS WOULD BE NEW MONEY -- TAKEN FROM 

INCREASES IN OUR REVENUES WHICH RESULT FROM A GROWING 

ECONOMY. IT WOULD NOT REQUIRE NEW TAXES~ NoR WOULD IT -
BE TRANSFERRED FROM EXISTING PROGRAMS. " 
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No SOONER HAD THE INK DRIED AT THE INDEPENDENCE HALL 

SIGNING CEREMONY THAN THE PRESIDENT AND HIS BUDGET SLICERS 

WEN~ ~~,;-..,..-..,.., 
~ REVENUE SHARIN~ECAME AN EXCUSE FOR~FE~D=E=R=A=L=~~ZC23~~ 

AND A REASON FOR MASSIVE CUTS IN THE DOMESTIC BUDGET: 
~ 

-- MoDEL CITIES; CUT BACK 

-- SEWER AND WATER GRANTS ; CUT BACK AND IMPOUNDED 

-- URBAN RENEWAL; CUT BACK 

-- HOUSINGi CUT BACK AND A MORATORIUM 
-;?' 

SOCIAL SERVICES; MAKE EVERY ONE GO BACK ON WE~FA E ( 
~~f~ --u.q'-~ ·- - ( 

"USE YOUR REVENUE SHARING MONEY TO FUND THESE PROGRAMS~" 

THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION TOLD CITY AND STATE OFFICIALS, -



"BE A LITTLE BIT MORE SELF-RELIANT1 WORK A LITTLE HARDER 

YOURSELVES1" WAS THE WORD FROM THE SAN CLEMENTE AND KEY 

~ i p .1A (J---<-J..-&'- ' 
ISCAYNE MANSIONS, ·-~~ f ~! 1 

J BU) FEDERAL CUTBACKS ARE ONLY PART OF THE PROBLEM 
h -.c. * . = --
~THE OTHER HALF OF THE PROBLEM IS THE USE OF REVENUE 

c:::-:: '--::;;::-

. . \ r . n J._Lrl)...A ~ 
SHARING FUNDS IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITIES~~ 

~~:0~"~ 
~~~~REVENUE SHARING FUNDS HAVE BEEN UTILIZED MAINLY FOR 

CAPITAL BUILDING PROJECTS AND OTHER NON-RECURRING EXPENDITURES. 

ExAMPLEs ARE : 

-- REMODELING COURTHOUSES ' f1J.<-.!.}" ~ ~ 
-- INSTALLING AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS-~~ ~ 

-- CYCLE PATHS1 VILLAGE HALLS·~· FIRE TRUCKS1 BULLDOZERs~T~ 

POLICE HELICOPTERS1 AND TAX RELIEF 

/}{) ~ ?~~ :-~" = ---==-==-=--



~~~) 
~~SOME COMMUNITIES NEEDED THESE PARTICULAR THINGS. 

~ ~ 

DIVISIVE -- SOME HAVE SET THE "HAVE LITTLES" AGAINST THE "HAVE 

NOTS " -- SOME HAVE BEEN MISMANAGED OR HAVE PRODUCED MEAGER 

RESULTS. 

~ BUT WE ALSO KNOW THAT THERE HAVE BEEN MANY SUCCESSES --

PEOPLE WHO NEVER HAD A JOB OR ANY KIND OF TRAINI NG NOW HAD 

OPPORTUNITY -- ELDERLY HAVE ACTIVITY CENTERS -- YOUNG CHILDREN 
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BUT~· THE TIMES HAVE CHANGED., AND WHAT WAS GOOD ENOUGH IN 

1964 IS NOT NECESSARILY GOOD ENOUGH IN 1973, 

WE MUST REJECT THE TUNNEL VISION THAT HAS CLOSED OUR 

SENSES TO THE ETHNIC NEEDS OF OUR PEOPLE -- THE LIFESTYLES OF 

TH.E YOUNG FACTORY WORKER.,) THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL PLIGHT OF 

THE WORKING FAMILY., THE CULTURAL IDENTITIES THAT MUST BE 

NOURISHED AND PRESERVED. 

< AND, WE MUST RECOGNIZE THAT IF WE ARE TO CREATE THE SUPPORT 

NECESSARY FOR MODEL CITIES., YOUTH SERVICES., SOCIAL SERVICES., AND 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT., THEN THESE PROGRAMS MUST INVOLVE AND 

SPEAK TO THE NEEDS OF A WIDER CROSS-SECTION OF THE URBAN 

POPULATION THAN HAS BEEN THE CASE IN THE PAST, 



HE PURPOSE OF 

CITIES AND TO DEVELOP GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS THE ------

TO THE COMMERCIAL DOWNTOWN PROJECTS -- THE OFFICE BUILDINGS1 

THE SHOPPING MALLS1 THE HOTELS -- WHILE OUR RESIDENTIAL 

THE ECONOMIC RESOURCES/ OR THE SOCIAL STATUS TO !IGH~B~JY ARE 

BEING DEVASTATED BY THE PRACTICES OF REAL ESTATE SPECULATORS 1 

LENDING INSTITUTIONS1 INSURANCE COMPANIES1 AND A PARALYZING - --' -
FEAR OF CRIME)~ .. 



-8-

WHAT HAS BEEN MISSING IN OUR URBAN STRATEGY IS A 

RECOGNITION THAT IF RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS ARE DESTROYED} 

EITHER 

CITY IS 

LIFE IS DESTROYED} OUTMIGRATION IS PROMOTED~ AND URBAN AMERICA 

- - --· -------~ 

BECOMES A SHELL~ 

~ 
BURDEN AND 4JS 1 THEMSELVES AS FORGOTTEN BY THE POLITICIAN ; 

as 
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PEOPLE WHO ARE TIRED OF BEING THE FOCAL POINT OF 

SOCIAL EXPERIMENTATION BY OTHERS WHO LIVE IN BIG HOUSES FAR 

AWAY FROM THE PROBLEMS; 

11~0~~0 WORK HARD AND PAY GOOD MONEY FOR THEIR SCHOOLS, 

YET KNOW WELL THAT THEIR CHILDREN ARE NOT BEI NG PROPERLY OR -
ADEQUATELY EDUCATED; 

~-----~~ 

~~E~ WHO KNOW THEY ARE VICTI MS OF THE MA~~PLACE, 
OFTEN UNABLE TO OBTAIN CREDIT~ AND PRICED OUT OF THE HOUSING 

...... ------

MARKET ; 



-10-

~PEOPLE WHO ARE TIRED OF SEEING THOUSANDS OF MEDIA HOURS 

NO ONE SEEMS ALARMED AT THE PROBLEMS OF THE YOUNG FACTORY 

WORKERi NO ONE CONCERNED THAT MORE THAN 14~b00 INDUSTRIAL 

WORKERS ARE KILLED IN THE FACTORY EVERY YEAR; 

-- PEOPLE WHO ARE TIRED OF WORKING MORE AND MOREJ YET 

HAVING LESS AND LESS TO SHOW FOR IT; 

-. . .. 
--~ PEOPLE) WHOJ LIKE THE REST OF US J HAVE DREAMS) /"' .. .. 

. . 
WHO HAVE PRIDEJ WHO LOVE THEIR COUNTRYJ THEIR HOMESJ THEIR -r -
FAMILIES -- PEOPLE WHO MAKE THIS NATION RUN -- WHO SUFFER ITS -:::s 
AGONIES AND GLORY IN ITS TRIUMPHS, ____, 



~ PEOPLE ARE NEIGHBORHOOD:> AND NEIGHBORHOODS ARE PEOPLE, 

~DIVERSE NEIGHBORHOODS -- DIVERSE PEOPLE -- WITH A HERITAGE, 

A STRENGTH, A SENSE OF VALUES, - ~-~ -= 

IT IS OUR CHALLENGE -- INDEED OUR DUTY -- TO PRESERVE AND 

~~+i.l. 
SAVE THESE NEIGHBORHOODS-P~J ~~""......,""" .... ~; - .__,.---a-

AND~ I BELIEVE THAT REVENUE SHARING CAN AND MUST PLAY A 

MAJOR PART IN THIS ENDEAVOR. 

J REVENUE SHARING CAN AND SHOULD BE A SOURCE OF HOPE FOR 
~ -.:::=" 

OUR PEOPLEJ NOT A FINAL ANSWER OR A PANACEA/ BUT AN AVENUE 1 

. . 
AN APPROACH 1 PART OF A COMPREHENSIVEJ BROAD-BASED STRATEGY FOR - ....... 

URBAN AMERICA .. 

-- -==='===.,.., ---
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BECOME THE .... " ADMINISTRATION'S ALL-PURPOSE COP-OUT FOR 
--==!!!!!!ali='.... ..... 

REDUCING AMERICA's COMMITMENT TO ITS PEOPLE. f 

HAVE GREAT STRENGTH IN THIS LAND. 

WE HAVE NEVER BACKED AWAY FROM OUR PROBLEMS, 

~WORKING TOGETHE~ GATHERING THE STR~TH WITHIN OUR 

DIVERSITY~ WE CAN FULFILL THE MANDATE SO ELOQUENTLY DEFINED 

YEARS AGO BY THOMAS WoLFE • • • 

"To EVERY MAN HIS CHANCEi TO EVERY MAN REGARDLESS 

OF HIS BIRTH~ HIS SHINING GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY, To 

EVERY MAN THE RIGHT TO LIVE~ TO WORK~ TO BE HIMSELF. 

AND TO BECOME WHATEVER THING HIS MANHOOD AND HIS VISION 

CAN COMBINE TO MAKE HIM. THIS I I I IS THE PROMISE OF 

AMERICA," 

# # # # # 
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