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REMARKS BY SENATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

Annual Donor Luncheon of the Pioneer Women 

Washington, D.C. 

May 14, 1974 

It is a great pleasure for me to be with the 
Pioneer Women - an organization I have known and 
respected over the years. 

The Pioneer Women in the United States and in 
other nations around the world are entitled to call 
themselves "nation builders." 

Through your work and your dedication you have 
helped build and strengthen the state of Israel. 
Not with arms, not with billions in cash -- but through 
devoted work in helping to build a strong family structure 
in a young nation. 

Your tools have been education, social services and 
a host of other people-oriented activities. 

Israel is strong today because the Israeli people 
have invested heavily in the human resources of their 
great country. This is the only way to build a nation. 

The Pioneer Women have made a great contribution 
to the cause of a free and strong Israel through their 
commitment to the family -- to the mothers and the 
children of Israel. 

Isaiah Said: 

"Behold, I will do a new thing: now it shall 
spring forth: shall ye not know it? I will 
even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers 
in the desert." 

The desert has been made fertile again. 

A way has been made in the wilderness. 

A people have grown strong and rich in spirit. 

With God's help, with the spirit of a people 
yearning for freedom and with the aid of those around 
the world who believe in freedom, Israel has prospered. 
And Israel has survived against almost insurmountable odds. 

Those who have been associated with the Pioneer 
Women can look back with pride and a great sense of 
achievement in the work of this fine organization. 
Throughout its 49 years as an American organization, the 
Pioneer Women have played an essential and lasting role 
in the foundation of the Jewish state. 
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Today Israel faces two serious problems. 

The first is remaining strong and prosperous. 

The second is building a lasting peace with her 
neighbors. 

It is clear that the Yom Kippur War took a heavy 
toll on Israel. 

The mobilization of young men reduced economic 
productivity. 

The cost of the war ran into billions. 
The loss of expensive military equipment meant that 
Israel would have to deplete its precious reserves 
of foreign currency to buy new weapons for its self­
defense. 

I am pleased that the United States carne to the 
aid of Israel with supplemental military aid amounting 
to $2.2 billion and that $1 billion of that sum was in 
the form of grant assistance. 

This aid was badly needed to keep Israel strong to 
maintain the balance of power and to convince the 
Arab world and the Soviet Union that we would not desert 
our friends. 

Israel may need more assistance in order to preserve 
its fragile economy and maintain its military strength. 

We will soon be considering our foreign aid bill. 
I want to assure you that the Congress will take a very 
close look at the President's request for aid to Israel 
for this year. There are some very strong indications 
that the sum may be insufficient. 

Of one thing I am sure. There is no better 
investment for peace and stability in the Middle East 
than a strong and prosperous Israel. 

* * * 
The United States is now playing a key role in 

helping to fashion a lasting peace in the Middle East. 

Secretary Kissinger's skill and his persistence 
have brought about a successful troop disengagement 
on the Egyptian front. I have every hope that he will 
obtain a similar agreement on the Syrian front. 

After there has been a troop separation on all 
fronts, the very arduous task of a final and permanent 
settlement in the region must begin. 

These will prove to be the most difficult and most 
important of all negotiations. 



-3-

To be successful, many things must occur on all 
sides -- it will be a complicated process, indeed. 

But I am certain that one of the most important 
factors in building a lasting peace in the Middle 
East will be the commitment of the United States to 
the security of Israel. 

And I say to you today that despite our improved 
relations with the Arab world -- relations which I 
endorse and approve -- the American commitment to Israel 
needs to be strengthened. 

The people of Israel need to know that the 
United States will never desert them and allow them 
to stand alone in any international forum -- be it 
the United Nations or any other body. 

The people of Israel need to know that America 
will not be bullied or pressured by economic 
blackmail from any nation. 

The people of Israel need to know that the 
American people believe that the national security 
of Israel can never be the subject of any negotiation. 

The Congress of the United States kno~of Israel's 
needs and will respond with compassion and understanding. 

The President and Secretary of State have given our 
support to Israel during her hour of need. But at a time 

of fragile peace, our commitment to a friend isolated 
from other nations as a result of unprecedented economic 

pressures must never waiver. 

This is the only path to successful negotiation. 

This is the only path to lasting peace. 

# # # # # 
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l___:T IS A GREAT PLEASURE FOR ME TO BE WITH THE 

PIONEER WoMEN - AN ORGANIZATION I HAVE KNOWN AND 

RESPECTED OVER THE YEARS, 

~THE ~N IN THE UNITED STATES AND IN 

OTHER NATIONS AROUND THE WORLD ARE ENTITLED TO CALL 

THEMSELVES 11 ~MTION BUILDERS I II = I 
I THROUGH YOUR WORK AND YOUR DEEICATION YOU HAVE 

~ - <::Ji> 

HELPED BUILD AND STRENGTHEN THE STATE OF IsRAEL. 

---
I Nor WITH ARMSJ NOT WITH BILLIONS IN ~- BUT THROUGH 
~ ~ .... 

DEVOTED WORK IN HELPING TO BUILD A STRONG FAMILY STRUCTURE -.. 
IN A YOUNG NATION. 
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~OUR TOOLS HAVE BEEN SOCIAL SERVICES AND 

L( ISRAEL IS STR~G ,TODAY BECAUSE THE ISRAELI PEOPLE 

HAVE INVESTED HEAVILY IN THE HUMAN RESOURCES OF THEIR 

GREAT COUNTRY.L THIS IS THE ONLY WAY TO B~ A NATIONyf 

l_THE PIONEER WoMEN HAVE MADE A GREAT CONTRIBUTION 

TO THE CAUSE OF A FREE AND STRONG ISRAEL THROUGH THEIR 
~ 

COMMITMENT TO THE FAMILY -- TO THE MOTHERS AND THE 
~ 

CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. 

l ISAIAH SAID: 

"BEHOLD~ I WILL DO A NEW THING; NOW IT SHALL 

SPRING FORTH; SHALL YE NOT KNOW IT? l WILL 

EVEN MAKE A WAY IN THE WILDERNESS} AND RIVERS 

IN THE DESERT, " 
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THE DESERT HAS BEEN MADE FERTILE AGAIN. ---
A WAY HAS BEEN MADE IN THE WILDERN~S. -
A PEOPLE HAVE GROWN STRONG AND RICH IN SPIRIT, 

c ... -

~WITH Goo 's HEL~ WITH THE S~T OF A PEOPLE 

YEARNING FOR FREEDOM AND WITH THE AID OF THOSE AROUND 
~ 

THE WORLD WHO BELIEVE IN FREEDOM} ISRAEL HAS PROSPERED~ltltl( 

-lo 

I, A~ I S~EL HAS SURVIVED AGAINST A';'0;3, ~ ~~U~MOUNTABLE ODDS { 

THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH THE PIONEER 

WoMEN CAN LOOK BACK WITH PRIDE AND A GREAT SENSE OF 

ACHIEVEMENT IN THE WORK OF THIS FINE ORGANIZATION. -
~HROUGHOUT ITS 49 Y~RS AS AN A~RlCA~_ORGANIZATIO~ THE 

PIONEER WOMEN HAVE PLAYED AN ESSENTIAL AND LASTING ROLE 
,_, T 

IN THE t,OUNDA~t:L OF THE JEWISH STATE I 



~ 
~TODAY iSRAEL FACES ~ SE~S PROBLEMS,. 

~THE FIRST IS REMAINING STRONG AND PROSPEROUS, -
L: THE SECOND IS BUILDING A LASTING PEACE WITH HER 

NEIGHBORS, 

C)~~ 
IT IS CLEAR THAT THE YoM KIPPUR WAR TOOK A HEAVY -

TOLL ON ISRAEL. - ~ 

~THE MOBILIZATION OF YOUNG MEN REDUCED ;coNOM~C 

~THE COST OF THE WAR RAN INTO BILLIONS, 

~HE LOSS OF EXPENSIVE MILITARY EQUIPMENT MEANT THAT 

ISRAEL WOULD HAVE TO DEPLETE ITS PRECIOUS RESERVES 

OF FOREIGN CURRENCY TO BUY NEW WEAPONS FOR ITS SELF­------
DEFENSE, 
- a;;;:r; 
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~ I AM PLEASED THAT THE UNITED STATES CAME TO THE 

AID OF ISRAEL WITH SUPPLEMENTAL MILITARY AID AMOUNTING 

TO $2.2 BILLION AND THAT $1 BILLION OF THAT SUM WAS IN 

THE FORM OF GRANT ASSISTANCE,--

~THIS AID WAS BADLY NEEDED TO KEEP iSRAEL STRONG TO 

/ 

MAINTAIN THE BALANCE OF POWER AND TO CONVINCE THE 

ARAB WORLD AND THE SOVIET UNION THAT WE WOULD NOT DESERT 
r --

OUR FRIENDS, 

~ISRAEL MAY NEED MORE ASSISTANCE IN ORDER TO PRESERVE 

ITS FRAGILE ECONOMY AND MAINTAI N ITS MILITARY STRENGTH ~ 
- 'tt==r: 
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~WE WILL SOON BE CONSIDERING OUR FOREIGN AID BILL~ 

~I WANT TO ASSURE YOU THAT THE CONGRESS WILL TAKE A VERY 

CLOSE LOOK AT THE PRESIDENT'S REQUEST FOR AID TO ISRAEL 

FOR THIS YEAR. THERE ARE SOME VERY STRONG INDICATIONS 

THAT THE SUM MAY BE INSUFFICIENT. 

~F ONE THING I AM SUR~ THERE IS NO BETTER 

INVESTMENT FOR PEACE AND STABILITY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

~ 
THAN A STRONG AND PITFl8!P'R~IS I SRAEL.4 

* * * 

~THE UNITED STATES IS NOW PLAYING A KEY ROLE IN 

HELPING TO FASHION A LASTING PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST. 
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~SECRETARY KISSINGER'S SKILL AND HIS PERS!;TENCE 

HAVE BROUGHT ABOUT A SUCCESSFUL TROOP DISENGAGEMENT 

ON THE EGYPTIAN FRONT.~ J HAVE EVERY HOPE THAT HE WILL 

OBTAIN A SIMILAR AGREEMENT ON THE SYRIAN FRONT. - dJ~ ~~ 
..M/~ +tJ R~ ~. .... ~ 1/.i,V); •• :z:e~ A~. 

~~FTER THERE HAS BEEN A T!_OOP SEPABAI,ION ON ALL ~.£~ 

~~~ 
F~ONT~, THE VERY ARDUOUS TAS~OF A ~L AND PERMANENT ~~ 

SETTLEMENT IN THE REGION MUST BEGIN, ~, 

~HESE WILL PROVE TO BE THE MOST DIFFICULT AND MOST 

IMPORTANT OF ALL NEGOTIATIONS ~ 

LJ..o BE SUCCESSFUL, MANY THINGS ~lUST OCCUR ~~ 

SIDES -- IT WILL BE A COMPLICATED PROCESS) 
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/Bur I AM CERTAIN THAT ONE oF THE MOST IMPORTANT 

~ --
FACTORS IN BUILDING A LASTING PEACE IN THE MIDDLE 

EAST WILL BE THE COMMITMENT OF THE UNITED STATES TO 

THE SECURITY OF IsRAEL.! _____ , __ ....... -
t AND J SAY TO YOU TODAY THAT DESPITE OUR IMPROVED 
~ :;;1"' 

RELATIONS WITH THE ARAB WORLD -- RELATIONS WHICH I 

ENDORSE AND APPROVE -- THE AMERICAN COMMITMENT TO ISRAEL 

~..#-
NEEDS TO BE STRENGTHENED, 

-- THE PEOPLE OF .. JcS.RAf;J.. NEED TO KNOW THAT THE 
< 

~ 
UN ITED STATES WILL ~ DESERT THEM AND ALLOW THEM 

TO STAND ALONE IN ANY INTERNATIONAL FORUM -- BE IT 

THE UN ITED NATIONS OR ANY OTHER BODY, 



-9-

~ THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL NEED TO KNOW THAT AMERICA .___ ...., 

WILL NOT BE BULLIED OR PRESSURED BY ECONOMIC 

BLACKMAIL FROM ANY NATION, 

-~THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL NEED TO KNOW THAT THE 

AME RICAN PEOPLE BELIEVE THAT THE NATIONAL SECURITY .. ~ 

1 
OF IsRAEL CAN NEVER BE THE SUBJECT OF ANY NEGOTIATION, 

~THE CoNGRESs oF THE UNITED STATES KNOW oF IsRAEL's 

NEEDS AND WILL RESPOND WITH COMPASSION AND UNDERSTANDING, 

~THE PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY OF STATE HAVE GIVEN OUR 

S~PP~T TO ISRAEL DURING HER HOUR OF NEED,~UT AT A TI ME 

OF FRAGILE PEACEj OUR COMMITMENT TO A FRIEND ISOLATED 
~ ~ 

FROM OTHER NATIONS AS A RESULT OF UNPRECEDENTED ECONOMIC 

PRESSURES -- MUST NEVER WAIVER. 
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THIS IS THE ~ PATH TO SUCCESSFUL NEGOTIATION • ..,., 

THIS IS THE Ollt PATH TO LASTING PEACE, 

# # # # # 
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