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Mrs. Johnson, Mr. Sadik, Honored Guests, Ladies
and Gentlemen.

It is my distinct personal pleasure to return
to this great gallery to share in the presentation
of this remarkable likeness of President Johnson.
It is most unfortunate that Miss Mason cannot be
with us to share in the spirit of this event and to
feel the admiration her work evokes. With loving
attention to detail, she has captured the dynamic
and vital qualities of this man who was our leader.

It is very difficult, even now, to speak of
this man as though he were gone from us. Let us,
instead, look on him as a man of the present, for
surely his is a vital and perpetual presence --
in the hearts of those who knew and loved him, and
in the lives of those who benefitted from the goals
and dreams he pursued in their behalf -- the hope
that flowed from that great heart to embrace those
for whom life held very little promise.

Mortality is a strange phenomenon. When
reflecting on the life of a great, historical figure,
the temptation is always to enlarge and exaggerate
the qualities of one who is remembered fondly.

But it is impossible for any of us to grasp the
full meaning of Lyndon Johnson's life. This will
require the refinement of time to filter out the
dust of minutiae, in order to find the solid
rock of character and accomplishment.

vthat we can and do know is that he was a giant
of a man -- groomed and nurtured in that great Texas
land he loved so much -- touched by the disparities
of great wealth and cruel poverty, by the arbitrary
divisions between the north and the south, between
the privileged and the deprived, and between the
great and the mean.

Lyndon Johnson paved his way to the pinnacle
of political power. Ile moved in the company of
great world and national leaders. But he never
once lost sight of his mission. Rooted firmly and
squarely in the best traditions of our nation, he
had a clear and perfect understanding that people,
not institutions, are the foundation of our government.

He was keenly aware of the worth of every single
person and of the responsibility of government to speak
to the needs and aspirations of those who are deprived
of the opportunity to enjoy the promises of freedom.
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Looking on the life of a fallen leader, we are
inclined to speak of the achievements he left behind.

Lyndon Johnson's legacy is a living one. It
is here and now in the face of a black child who
will never live in a society that has been divided
on the basis of race.

-- It is the legacy of universal suffrage for
all.

-- For elderly Americans, it is a legacy of
hope for greater security in their last years.

-- It is a legacy of education for every
American boy and girl, and for economic opportunity
for hundreds of thousands of disadvantaged citizens.

The 1list is endless, but most of all, Lyndon
Johnson left us with hope for the survival of our
precious democracy. He showed us that the most diverse
elements can be brought together, in reason, to do
the things that must be done. He defined the challenges,
and he showed us a way to meet them -- upright, and
head-on.

This bust will remain here for our countrymen
to see and ponder. I invite all Americans to remember
the man Lyndon Johnson. DBe proud of his accomplishments,
for he was truly one of our own. Let's not look to
his achievements as a static history of his period,
but view them, rather, as a challenge to tackle the
tough jobs as he did, with a fierce and uncompromising
hatred for injustice, bigotry, and poverty which
sap the life of our people and taint the blessings
of liberty.

Draw on his great legacy and derive from his
personal strength a determination to see a better
day for all Americans. We can best serve his memory
by reaffirming our faith in the spirit of the
American people and their capacity for wise and
progressive self-government. .
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