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The condition of our nation's rural transportation
system -- if one can call it that -- is a national disgrace.

Soaring food prices at the supermarket, skyrocketing
transport costs for our farmers, the abandonment of thousands
of family farms, high rates of rural unemployment, and rail
lines clogged with grain -- these are the symptoms of thirty
years of neglect of rural transportation.

You know much better than I how the federal road dollars
have been used in Minnesota. Most of the money has gone into
the interstate highway system. While this is a crucially
important area, it is not the only place where federal funds
are desperately needed.

There is no question that much too little has gone into
the roads that are the lifeline of rural America -- the secondary
roads, e farm-to-market-roads -- that link America's consumers
with its producers.

In the last five years Minnesota has received more than
$400 million in federal highway assistance. A full 70 percent
of these funds has been used on the interstate system, while
the remaining 30 per cent -- $124 million -- was spread over the
rest of the road system for our entire state.

When you deduct the amount used in urban areas, the reason
for the crisis in rural transportation is clear -- rural
Minnesota needs more federal road aid than it has been getting.

A generous estimate by the State Highway Department shows
that rural areas received about $15 million a year during the
past five years. I don't have to tell you how little this amount
of money buys; you know better than I do. It is far short of
the amount needed to increase the load carrying capacity of
thousands of miles of farm-to-market roads and rural bridges.

Several reports prepared at my request by the U. S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture and the Senate Agriculture Committee provide
the dreary facts of national rural transportation decay. Our
rail and road problems in Minnesota are very similar to those
throughout the nation.

At the present time, 81 percent of the nation's rural roads
are either unpaved or incapable of carrying heavy loads. In
Minnesota, we are slightly worse off with about 83 percent of
our rural roads in this condition.

In the nation as a whole, we are still using 95 percent of
the rural bridges that were built before 1935, Most of these
have had no major improvements made to them for years. As a
result, most of them are too weak and too narrow to serve our
rural communities and farms efficiently.

And, as you all know, the rail service keeps going down
hill. Since 1940, 46,000 miles of rail, mostly rural, have been
abandoned by the railroads. In Minnesota, we lost nearly 10
percent of our rail mileage between 1938 and 1972. From 1960 to
1973, the Interstate Commerce Commission approved 97 percent of
the railroads' requests for rail line abondonments.



Last year the rural transportation problem finally received
some attention as it grew to crisis proportions. The huge new
acreage put into production, the Russian grain deal, and the
bumper crop of 1972 stretched and distorted our nation's entire
transportation system, but disaster was avoided.

However, if we had produced the huge crop estimated by
the Department of Agriculture for this year, we never would have
been able to move it to market. Prices on food would have
continued their upward climb here and abroad, while grain and
other farm products were left to rot because of inadequate
transportation.

Millions of people around the world rely on the bounty of
America's farmland for their very livelihood. When we have a
poor crop millions suffer from malnutrition and die of
starvation. This always is a great tragedy.

How much greater a tragedy, what a national disgrace it
would be, if millions suffered and died not because our farms
did not produce enough, but because the United States of America
-- the economic and technological superstar -- could not move
its abundance from the countryside to the cities and ports.

It will be a sad day in America's history when the front
pages of the eastern press finally conclude that rural trans-
portation neglect has produced the greatest "immovable feast”
in the history of the world.

The time to act to be sure this tragedy and national
embarrassment does not take place is now. And here is what I
think we must do.

First, we must increase federal funding for rural road
and bridge improvements.

Increased truck weights and the greater reliance on trucks
as more rail lines are abondoned in rural areas, make added
help essential.

I have introduced legislation aimed at doing this job.
S.3756, my rural roads bill, would provide an additional $500
million this fiscal year and $950 million next fiscal year for
ongoing rural road and bridge programs.

Second, Congress should declare an immediate two-year
moratorium on all rural rail abondonments, where the communities
involved oppose the railroad's action.

During that two year period, a system for federal assistance
to permit continued service along essential lines needs to be
put in place. At the same time, a comprehensive study of the
effect of branch line abandonments on the nation's econonmic,
social, and environmental needs should be undertaken.

Senator Mondale and I have been working for over a year to
get this legislative package accepted. In fact, we managed to
have it passed in the Senate only to see it dropped in the Senate-
House conference on the Northeast Rail Bill.

Third, this nation must have a comprehensive national
transportation policy -- one that clearly reflects the ever
increasing interdependence of our cities and our countryside.
We cannot afford to treat our rural and urban transportation
needs as separate and distinct.



We need an urban rural transportation plan for the remainder
of the decade that is based on a national policy. This will have
to be more than the 90-day wonder plan variety that restates the
obvious. We need some crisp thinking and bold action to meet our
future needs.

Fourth, public officials who understand the importance of
the rural transportation crisis must do a better job of conveying
the urgent need to act on it to the American people.

We have to convince leaders from urban areas that transpor-
tation does not begin and end with getting the commuter to work.
He must be told that transportation begins at the commuters'
breakfast table and that if we don't improve our rural system,
his cereal bowl could be empty, and certainly will be much more
expensive to fill.

I have a sign on my Senate office door -- some of you may
have seen it -- that says: "Agriculture is as close as your
next meal." We need to remind our urban friends that their next
meal is as close or as far as our transportation system puts
our agriculture.

Our nation cannot afford the costs in dollars, lives, and
national disgrace that would come with an "immovable feast."
I pledge my energy and ability to the task of seeing to it that
America does not have to pay this unnecessary price.
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I HAVE INTRODUCED LEGISLATION AIMED AT DOING THIS JOB,
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WE NEED SOME CRISP THINKING AND BOLD ACTION TO MEET OUR
FUTURE NEEDS.

FOURTH, PUBLIC OFFICIALS WHO UNDERSTAND THE IMPORTANCE OF
THE RURAL TRANSPORTATION CRISIS MUST DO A BETTER JOB OF CONVEYING
THE URGENT NEED TO ACT ON IT TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE,
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I HAVE A SIGN ON MY SENATE OFFICE DOOR -- SOME OF YOU MAY

HAVE SEEN IT -- THAT SAYS: “AGRICULTURE IS AS CLOSE AS YOUR
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NATIONAL DISGRACE THAT WOULD COME WITH AN "IMMOVABLE FEAST.”
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