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It is a great pleasure for me to be with you today.

I have a special fondness in my heart for the JNF.

Its work is nation-building.

Its work has led to the creation of a democratic state in an
area of the world where it is difficult for the tree of democracy

to take root.
Its work has meant freedom for an afflicted people.

Yes, the JNF's work in the last 73 years has led to the
fulfillment of an age-old dream for the Jewish people.

The JNF has spent many years struggling to found a free
nation, and then to make it prosperous and strong.

I joined your struggle in the early vears of Israel's
nationhood when I first came to Washington as a young Senator.

In those days it was not always popular to speak for
Israel from the floor of the Senate. But with the help and
encouragement of so many of my friends here, together we
secured the necessary funds to help this fledgling democracy
survive.

I am proud of my efforts on behalf of the state of Israel.

Proud, because I have had a small role in the history of
a people consistently persecuted, but always persistent in the
affirmation of human potential.

Proud, because there is a message in three millenia of
struggle and survival of the Jewish people as symbolized in
the struggle of the state of Israel.

There is a message in the martyrdom and nameless victims of
this struggle.

And the message is: That while men may be oppressed, the
urge for freedom will persist undiminished.

This is the story of Israel.
This is the story of Jewish suffering and triumph.

Through the pages of Jewish history, the resolve of the
Jewish people has been clear, as it is today.

In America, in the Soviet Union, in Israel or anywhere else
in the world, each generation of Jews has left its mark in the
struggle for their own freedom as well as for the freedom of
others.

Isaiah said:

“Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall
spring forth; shall ye not know it? I will even
make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the
desert."”



The desert has been made fertile again.
A way has been made in the wilderness.
A people have grown strong and rich in spirit.

With God's help, with the spirit of a people yearning
for freedom and with the aid of those around the world who
believe in freedom, Israel has prospered.

Those who have been associated with the Jewish National
Fund can look back with pride and a great sense of achievement
in the world of this fine organization. You have placed an
essential and lasting role in the foundation of the Jewish
state.

Today Israel faces two serious problens.
The first is remaining strong and prosperous.
The second is building a lasting peace with her neighbors.

It is clear that the Yom Kippur War took a heavy toll on
Israel.

The mobilization of young men reduced economic productivity.

The cost of war ran into billions. The loss of expensive
military equipment meant that Israel would have to deplete its
precious reserves of foreign currency to buy new weapons for
its self-defense.

I am pleased that the United States came to the aid of
Israel with supplemental military aid amounting to $2.2 billion
and that $1 billion of that sum was in the form of grant
assistance.

This aid was badly needed to keep Israel strong to maintain
the balance of power and to convince the Arab world and the Soviet
Union that we would not desert our friends.

Israel needs more assistance in order to preserve its
fragile economy and maintain its military strength. The Congress
has recognized this need and increased the President's
insufficient request for aid to Israel in this year's Foreign
Assistance Act from $50 to $250 million -- bringing it to the
level of aid received by Egypt.

But the future of the foreign aid bill remains seriously
in doubt.

The Ford Administration's failure thus far to support its
own foreign aid proposals imperils the prospects for a lasting
peace in the Middle East.

Unless President Ford and the Secretary of State get
squarely behind the aid bill soon to be reported out of the
Foreign Relations Committee, increased aid to Israel and
the new aid package to Egypt and other Arab states negotiated
personally by Secretary Kissinger will not be available this
fiscal year.

The President has requested that Congress authorize economic
assistance to several Arab countries.



I would sharply question assistance to oil producing
nations which have recently been enriched by the high prices
they have charged the rest of the world for vitally needed fuel
exports,

However, I approve of this aid where it is needed to help
rebuild and develop what are essentially poor and underdeveloped
nations. It is in our humanitarian tradition to aid those in
need. It is important that we demonstrate our desire to
re-establish normal relations with Egypt and other countries
in the region.

It is basic to achieving lasting peace and to assuring
Israel's security.

But let's speak frankly about this delicate subject.
A successful continuation of the Middle East peace negotiations
rests on an economically viable and strong Israel. And Egypt
and Syria also must be assured of an American interest in their
relative well being as expressed in plans to aid them.

However, if the Administration rejects the Senate foreign
aid bill once again, as it did in October, because the Senate
made substantial reductions in Indochina aid and worldwide
military assistance, it should realize the great damage which
would be done to past American efforts to bring peace to the
Middle East.

Israel needs these new funds in the foreign aid bill which
the Administration thus far has refused to support. Unlike its
Arab neighbors, Israel does not have the new wealth of oil-
rich neighbors to draw upon. Israel must depend on private and
public support from its friends.

In view of the past commitments of five American presidents
to the survival of Israel, the Administration's failure to
support vigorously the aid measure would be a severe blow to
American-Israel relations as well as a sharp break with past
policy.

The time has come for President Ford and Secretary Kissinger
to recognize that the Congress has an important role to plav in
the fashioning of a foreign aid strategy. Foreign aid is in
trouble today. But the Senate has acted in a responsible manner
to cut the overall Foreign Aid Act by 22 per cent. The
Administration should now get behind those in the Congress who
support a modest aid bill. Unless it does, the Ford Administration
will be directly undermining a peace it worked so hard to create.

Finally I am certain that one of the most important factors
in building a lasting peace in the Middle East will be the
commitment of the United States to the security of Israel.

Despite our improved relations with the Arab world -- relations
which I endorse and approve -- the American commitment to Israel
needs to be strengthened.

-- The people of Israel need to know that the United States
never will desert them and allow them to stand alone in any
international forum -- be it the United Nations or any other
body.

~-- The people of Israel need to know that America will
not be bullied or pressured by economic blackmail from any nation.



-- The people of Israel need to know that the American
people believe that the national security of Israel can never
be the subject of any negotiation.

The Congress of the United States knows of Israel's needs
and will respond with compassion and understanding.

Former President Nixon and the Secretary of State gave
our support to Israel during her hour of need. But at a time
of fragile peace, our commitment to a friend isolated from
other nations as a result of unprecedented economic pressures
-- must never waiver.

Today we cannot pledge our assistance in words and then
renege on our commitments in deeds.

I call upon President Ford and Secretary Kissinger to
step forward and announce their unequivocal support for the
legislature which contains a vital ingredient for peace in
the Middle East.
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Tue ConeRESS OF THE UNITED STATES KNows OF ISRAEL’S NEEDS

AND WILL RESPOND WITH COMPASSION AND UNDERSTANDING.

ForRMER PRESIDENT MNIXON AND THE SECRETARY OF STATE GAVE

OUR SUPPORT TO ISRAEL DURING HER HOUR OF NEED. BUT AT A TIME

OF FRAGILE PEACE, OUR COMMITMENT TO A FRIEND ISOLATED FROM

OTHER NATIONS AS A RESULT OF UNPRECEDENTED ECONOMIC PRESSURES.

MUST NEVER WAIVER.

TODAY WE CANNOT PLEDGE OUR ASSISTANCE IN WORDS AND THEN

RENEGE ON OUR COMMITMENTS IN DEEDS.

I caLL upon PReSIDENT FORD AND SECRETARY KISSINGER TO

STEP FORWARD AND ANNOUNCE THEIR UNEQUIVOCAL SUPPORT FOR THE
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