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HHH REMINISCING ON IBJ SENATE DAYS

yvou wish to make any comments

=

Yes £ir,I have a brief statement here and then if

or asl: any cuestions, I'1l try to be helpful . . . . . . . . . . Yes indeed, since

[

1948, k9 actually when we came to the Congress. We both were members of the 8lst
Congress, coming into the Senate on the same day. ¥x Our friendship started to
develop in those carly days but it became more so as our service in the Senate
he was
continued and particularly after the Majority Leader of the Senate, He - I was
one of his legislative lieutenants and later on he recommended me to the Democratic
Caucus
gmywrux as lajority Vhip and as you know ask me to serve and run as Vice President.
Oh, T should say we will, We--very interectingly we have been with the Johnsons
in
in the last two months a couple of times. Ue visited with them im Xk Texas
in the early part of December when I attended the civil rights symposium there at
Austin ard then our most recent association with them was at the memorial services
at Nev Orleans Tor Congressman Hale Boggs. That was the last time that I was to
see the President. HesogeohmtmpoIpRixai@IXReIIXeEx Yes, he didn't look at
all well when ve saw him in New Orleans and Mrs,., Johnson had told me that he had
been having @ very difficult time of it. In fact on one other occasion vhen we
were going to stop by and see him she informed us that he was really not at all well.
You may recsll that just about 6 or 8 months ago, that he had another flare up with
his heart. Yes. I just want to be sure that we gol in touch with you. ¥ Thank you.
largaret Jabobs of AP - - Hello Margaret, It's a pleasure to see you. ilelcome.
‘hank you. I appreciate your time. Yes indeed. Sorry you have to be out at this hour.
T wonder if reminisce isn't coming back to you now? Yes, Margaret. ILots of them.
vees..s? ilell I have had the privilege of knowing President Johnson for 2 or 25 years

hetually Janunsy 1940 is when we fivst met here in the Senate and I remember they

jokingly telied about landslide Lyndon at that time because he had won by 80 some votes



not well known with not many friends =nd he was a man who knew R the President, he

knew Sam Rayburn, They were close personal friends and Lyndon Johnson had been on

Capitol Hill for a long time at the House of Representatives. He had been an aide

to a Congrescman so that Capitol Hill was his home and I was a novice., I was a new

gy coner, Bubt I also remember that he was one - wvhile we often thought of

in those days in tems of regions, northerners, southerners, that he was one of

those who alwars seemed to &t least show a friendly attitude towards some of us

so-czlled ilev Deal, Fatr Deal northern liberals. I had many experiences with him

here in the fenate., I remember his closest friends in those early days were men

like ‘alier 3eorge, Georgia and Dick Russell, Harry Byrd and Scott Lucas, These

vers the poers in the Senste. Some of us, the newer ones from the north didn't

have those fugociations., 3k Bub Lie thins thatl 2lways impressed me about Johnson,
abeus ndon Johnson, then fenator Johinson, was that you couldn't put him in & pocket.

You couldn's label him libepal o econservaipive or sousherner or anti-eivil rights
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or pro-civil rignis. lc vefused to be put in @ political stereotype. I think thel

come heesus: re raintained friendships or associations in the widest variety of

people . . . © Very roung gmmgx uoman, Back In tiose days I supposed one of the

58t eongerveiive Senctors was Harry Tlood Dyrd, S-nator Byrd. His son is now in
the Jenscte here, lle wag number on: conservative, yet he was very close to Lyndon

Joinson, lso I suppose thet in khex those early days the most likeral man in
the Cenmte woe Vayne Morse, Yet Uayne Morse and Lyndon Jounson got along beautifully.
There was Dick I'nmssell, the captain of the south of the southern block, most

and

prestigious and sble southern Senstor - I think the most prestigious able Senator,

He was ommXk an extraordinarily able man but conservative, southerner and an intimate



of Lindon Johmson and yet Herbert Lebmann was a devoted friend of Lyndon Johnson,
the Fformer governor of MNev York. He had the capacity = t; have & broad kind of
spectrun of “riends and I was privileged to it into that group. I think maybe without
being irmwoiest, I was maybe amongst lhe so-called northern liverals, the pitital man,
T mean I - just as he brought me in touch with men like Walter George who befriended
me in many vays, & great mwvxdwxvadtore conservative Democrat, Chairmen of the Foreign
Relations Commitiee, poverful man, chairman of the Finance Committee., I also brought
him in touch ith many of the northern liberals who would speak up for Lyndon Johnson
hat
because I thought I understood him better. Question: 8o you recall about what
he was saying sbout civil rights in those early days when you were in the forefront
of . . . 3lell he was the man from Texas who refused to sign the southern manifesto
for example. liow the southern manifesto was drawn up by members of the southern
congressional delegation in defimnce of the Supreme Court decision of the school
desepregation, Johnson refused to sign that. Every southern Senator did. Questions
Did he express any inner turmoil about that decision? HHH: Ilo. He always used to
say to me that the most important thing that the black man can get is the vote. He
said you are always talking about fair employment practices and you want to get anti-
lynchirg bills through and you want this and that. He simdx said, T am telling you
that if vou get their right to vote protected, all of those other things will fall
in place, hecause then they are a political power and until they gain political powver
they '3l never really be able to be in control of their owm swsidony destiny. -And you
know he was the man who came to Congress in 1965 as President and said - and offered
that voting rights act, a special message to Congress and he used Dr. Martin Luther
King's phrase as he imii® ended his message, "We shall overcome." MNow for Lyndon

Baines Johnson of Texas, friend of the south, to do what he did, say what he said,

was the most remarkable act of courage and of political leadership. And yet he was



thn.’e one map maybe who could get by with it at the time because he had built this
stronz fortification of friendship with so many people. Oh’, I & could think of

a hundred things during -- I went to his home, went hunting with him. Question:

What did you hunt? Deer. I didn't care about hunting deer myself. I don't like to
shoot animals, but I went cut for partridge and for grouse, birds, I took one of

my sons dowvn with me, my youngest son. We went down to his ranch. In fact when

I was down there on that occasion, we looked at his guest house and he told Mrs.
Humphrey. He said you know I built that guesthouse for$10,000. We got the floor

plans and we iook the Tloor plans home and we built our home in Minnesota with the
base, I always told Lyndon Johnson. I said you know that you are the world's

best salesman, You got my wife to take those floor plans home and you told her you
could build that house for $10,000. You didn't tell her that the climate in Minnesota
was greatly different from that in Texas. You didn't tell her that you didn't put

a2 basement in your house. You didn't tell her that it didn't include the inside
equipment and so on. Anyway the house that we have in Ifiinnesota.-;:x the base of the
original housc of course we have added on fo it was the very same floor plan as the
Iyndon dmhx Baines Johnson guesthouse. llow we added on patios and porches, That
$10,000 house is a $50,000 house now. I always used to tease him about that. You know,
he used to say to me you're such a tight wad you would sxerxhave never built your wife
a house unless I got you trapped into it and 3k he was always teasing us. I was just
saying here to a ¥xmx friend that was in here the time that I remember so wkdix vividly
is wilen he came to my apartment - our apartment on March 31, 1968, It was about noon .
e e o o s o o o o « o Mexico City. . . . . I have done everything I could to get

peace in Vietnam. I have tried everything. I have tried the Poles. I have tried

the Russians, I have tried the French, Harold Wilson, the British, the Canadians.

We have done everything and he said now I am going to make another supreme effort.



T think T have a chance to get the peace conference undervay, but he said if I do

it and T declare as a candidate for re-election, it appe&;s I am going to run for
re-election, nobody will ever believe me, They'll think it's all pmidokeiex polities
and he said Hubert I vant peace in Vietnam more than zm I want anything., And he said
the only way T know that I can prove thai I can do this without being suspect, where
noone can say thzi I am trying to promote myself politically is to make an unequivocable
statement that T am not a candidate for re-election and will not run or accept the
nomination and T can devote full time to getting the peace conference underway. He
2id I believe T can make it. And the second reason is that the campaign is terribly
hard and it tukes a great toll and kX &lso the burdens of office. He said you know

T have had my physical problem, my heart attack in 1956, He said the ® men in my
family do not live long and that was primarily the end of our conversation except

he said please just kcep this to yourself now what I have said to you. He simx said

T think we are going to be able to get a pcace Rmmmex conference underway if we Just
don't et politics mixed up in it. I couldn't help but think tonight; T said %o Muriel
thet lixon - President llixon said on inaugural day that so to speak that wef#ére right
clese to petting to the end of this war and that conference that brings the end of this
war is in Paris. And il was Lyndon'Johnson who brourht the people together in Paris.
Tt was Lyndon Johnson who brought North Vietnam, South Vietnam, Viet Cong to Paris.

Tt was he who initiated the conferences and the negotiations and no man has had to
take more abuse cbout the war than President Johnson and no man has received less
credit m for having initiated the procedure, the process,lthe forum in which the
possibilities of peace can be worked out and it just seemsey- I tell you I really

had a feeling that within this week as we bury President Johnson, I have a feeling

that peace will come about. And that he actually set the framework for it.

Question: It's just =m really sed that ., . . Yes, yes, because this weighed very



heavily on me, very heavily. Well those are a few reflections for you. Question:
ould you remember about the night he called you and told you that you were the man
he wanted to be his Vice President? Oh, I remember that so well. I remember most
vividly when I was at the White House. I had flown down from Atlantic City on that
afterncon and there was this Tom Dodd business along. That was just a cover to

kind of put the newsmen off the scent because he had told me through his emissary
privately what was going on, and then I came in and he said m to me, do you want

to be Vice President? Do you want to be a canqida¢e for Vice President? He said

you know it's not a very interesting office and he said one other thing. He said

vou also Hubert that we have been very close friends. He said I have studied

the history of the Vice Presidency and there are very few if any Presidents and

Vice Presidents that have been friends  after a year or so in those respective offices.
And he went on to tell me, he said, you knou two of the closest personal friends in
the Senate were Truman and Booxdeyx Barkley., He said, within one year after the
election of Truman, Barkley never attended a cabinet meeting. He said I don't know
what it is about those two offices, He said, I want you to know what it is. He said

we had & warm friendship. He said he would like very much fmx to have you for my

running mate, to understand how I deal with the relationship
and ve talked it out, and he said it's like a marriage. He said, without diverce

He said, hopefully it could be a happy one. I can tell you that it most likely will
not be without its ups and downs, without its difficulties and I think that ﬁas an

apt description. I have never forgotten it. I have got that all written up. But

he was a man who had been Vice President, a man who knew Barkley. He knew Truman,

he knew Roosevelt. He knew Wallace who knew Roosevelt. He had that sense of

perspective you know, the historical view, and every since then I have read a number

of books on the Vice Presidency. There has never been a President and Vice President



that has ever gotten 2long. Whether it was Coolidge and Daws or whether it was Wilson

they
and Marshall or whether it was Hoover and Curtis, Vhoever it was, X always had a

parting of the ways and I think it's fair to say we never have., We made it through

let's put it that way. Question: . . subject of his anger at times, Oh, everybody

got a little of that. I have been the subject of my wife's anger at times but I love

her, e« s s+ o o« » I am pretty good at that too. Question: You have kept it a

secret though. HHH: I guess

maybe it's because some of the press
around & here doesn't know me that well. I am rather an earthy fellow out our way
obviously. ¢
in Minnesota, but there's a difference, . Domukdxxay We are different physically,
a different makeup, & different personalities and I think somevhat complimentary
because of it. Johnson was a big, rugged, strenuous, vital man., He was very much
a very earthy, mannish man., But both of us mmrw were what I call political people.
We loved politics, literally live it, eat it and breathe it. T maybe a little less
so than he, His was a total amp apetite for politics. I do like other things. I do
like ® good music. I like to go to a dance., I like a night out and I like to go to
a ball game and I really like it, not because of the politics of it. I really like
it, The fact that politics is related to it is detrimental, It inhibits me but we
were both T think on the same wave length in terms of working with people., I have always
felt that in order to be a successful politician you had to have more than just a good
their
jdea. You had to have a knowledge of people, reactions; one of the real problems
of intellectuals in politics is they forget about people. They are great or ideas
or other
but somchow;%hey never get around to remembering that idecas mezume come from people.
And a good idea is really no good unless you put it to work. You have got to make
it work. You have got to give it some action and I think both Johnson and I felt that

way. We were both legislators, doers, and I believe that is one of the reasons he

looked to me or at least saw me as a good parmkmx partner. He had a legislative program



He wanted to get it done and he knew I could help. He had cabinet officers. He wanted
somebody to needle them. He knew I could do it and I would and above all I think he
wanted somebody who was loyal, I found in this town of Washington a very strange thing
that loyalty iz looked upon as a liability sometimes. MNot in my book. They are certain
old virtues., There is & only one President at a time, My loyalty was not only to

him but to the program that was agreed upon. We had a program. Once the program was
worked then we tried to follow it through. That didn't mean that before the program
was worked out we didn't have some disagreement; because many times on legislative

items that T would bring back a message to the White House about a program and tell

the President where I thought we were wrong, the Administration was wrong and =zt what
we had to do to make a change, and those were times I was mmlx maybe most useful.

On the war in Vietnam I had some ideas that were not exactly thm=xex the same that

were exprecsed by the officers of govermment but I wasn't the most influential perscn
either for good or bad in the war, He trusted his Secretary of State, the Secretary

of Defense. These were good people. Rusk and McNamara, Clark Clifford, McGeorge Bundy
and Walt Rostow. These were the people who were closest to the President on matters

of National security and the war, but I was committted to give my point of view and

from time to time I would do so. Frqquently though, when there was any sharp difference
it would be private., Ve had a2n understanding between Mr, Johnson and myself, From day
one if we had anything that he really wanted to discuss where there might be a difference
of view, we % would do it préovately. He used to say to me, anytime you want fo talk to
me you can talk and I will talk to you, because we learned early that even in the closed
circuits of a cebinet, nothing seems to be juicer than to have somebody leak that there
has been an argument between Vice President and the President, That's news copy of

the day, you know. And it's been so not now, just now, but you know it's Agnew or

Nixon, Johnson or Humphrey, Kennedy or Johnson. It xm=xalways that way and its beep



that way since taz beginning of time because these ar the two nationally elected
-
offices. 5o ve just had a plain understanding that will be written up in detail
as I »rite my book, which I anm doing. WNamely, that whenever we had a disagreement,
T could pick up thut phone, or maybe it wasn't even a disagreement., Maybe it vas just
a different point of view, and say Mr. President, could I heve {en minutes of your time

tonorro::, today. Generally he would say come ght over and frejquently, as I said

e
pay
L"\

to somehods oa the radio just & while age, he would get up in {the morning 6 o'clock
and call me and say, whot's the metter? Arven't you up yet., And I would sey, My God

I barely got to bed. Vhy, he said; I thought you were a country boy. He said that's
the trouble you have been dowm arsund Georgetown here too long. You have been messing

sround with 211 these columnists and 2ll these faney pesple around here and I don't

suppose vou get up until 10 o'ecloelk, He said, you inow, my father used to say to me,
have
Tandon, ar=a't you up yet. You know the other Iellouc 2lreedy sotten a half-days

start on you.  He would say to me, you had betber get down here Hubert. £So I would

he down Thes= et 7 o~ T:30 and hive breskfast with him, mekk net often, but once in awhile,

Betty vemenmbers, there vould be times on Sunday or Saturday 1 R would be sitting hone
or somepleéce and he 14 pick up the phone and say, “hat eare you doing? I would say

ell, do you thinl e ought to be doing? e uould said, get over here T vant to
calk Lo you. You lmow, that kind of reiationchip. Sone weeke he wouldn't have anytl

i e s o e« JOusstion: Did you elveys call him Mr, Presiient? Oh, always.

Never anything else, except vhen he was Semator, I called him Lyndon, but he used to

tell that story about Sam Rmdm Rayburn and Harry Trumen. lNow when Harry Truman became

Precitx President, the verynext morning, Sam Rayburn vas over to the White House, When

Truman sot the news of the death of Roosevelt, he was in Rayburn's office and they
2 5 Y

were mawiwrx playing a few cards and having a . . of vhiskey and that's what they
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célled the school board. They used to meet at 5 o'clock in the school board and they
would sit down and talk politics. And so vhen he got that,notice Herry Truman
immediately went over to the White House. And the next day, Sam Rayburn & said to
him Harry I want to see yoi tomorrow morning. He said, can I come over, He said
yes indeed come right on over. So the next morning Rayburn went over and he said
now Harry. He said by the way this is the last time I will ever be able to call you
Harry. Ixfk After this it will be Mr. President. He said, Harry there are going to
be a lot of people -- he said I am not going to get over here to see you very often.
The President said why Sam of course you can come over. He said I'll come when you
call me but I want to tell you that it's going to be difficult. You are going to
have a staff around you. They are going to make their business to see that not »omtk many
people get to see you. I have been here a long time. He said every President
is the same way. Bvery President, and he said that that staff is going to tell you,
Harry, everyday that you're the smartest men in the world. They are just going to
Harry
keep telling you that and they are going to make you believe it and/you know damned
well that isn't true. Then he said now Harry you and I know damned well that isn't
true, Now from here on out Harry it's Mr., President. Isn't that something? . . .
I am going to try to do something about that, and you may recall that as Majority Leader
of the Senate he started on protection of the right to vote. He never considered
himself a southerner. I thought the most important - one of the most impressive
things about Johnson was he was hard to pigeon hold so to speak. He was from Texas
but he refused to sign the southern manifesto. He was neither a conservative or a
liberal - stereotyped or tagged. You couldn't tag him. Here is a man that had the

devoted friendship of Dick Russell, one of the most brilliant and powerful of the

southern Senators but yet at the same time had the frienship and the help of Wayme

Morse, a liberal, a maverick. Whexeyer If ever there was a person of independent



11

liberal judgment, it was Wayne Morse, Here was a man who had the complete confidence
of Harry Byrd, the most conservative of the Senators and yet at the same time

had the devoted friendship of Herbert Leymann of New York. It was his ability it seems
to me to be able to work with many different kinds of people and to hold their
confidence that made him such an Ex impressive leader. And I worked with him I think
as one of the bridges between the south and the north and I believe that's where we
really developed our relationship more than in any other way. I think he saw in me
what he thought was a pragmatist, somebody that'wanted to make progress but waan't a
bullheaded all or nothing liberal, and kkak I think that was his approach too. . .
Well T thank you very very much .

Mike Simpson. . . . Well, I can just say to first of all that it was a great
shock. to both Mrs. Humphrey and myself. I have prepared a statement skmkx . . . .
& ) W Well T remember some very human things that maybe tell a little bit about
him. He always seemed to take a special joy in remembering people of his early days
Whenever he had a party at the White House it wauld be for a President of another
country or a prime minister. He never filled up the White House dining room with
just dignitaries. There were people wit he grew up with, people that had befriended
him along the way, maybe somebody thgt was a neighbor or somebody from Johnson City
or somebody that went to college with him. I remember one time that a lady came
all the way from Australia that - when he was in the Navy he had stayed at their home

the
and he brought her over at the time I believe am Austraidan Prime Minister was here.

was
Of course Johnson - President Johnson the man I think typified so much in his personal
relationship with members of Congress. A member of Congress could denounce him,

disagreeing - take for example Wayne Morse with President Johnson on the war. And

yet President Johnson would call Wayne Morse right over to the White House and say

-
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look Wayne I need your help on that education bill and they would walk arm in arm

and work togethecr, There are many other things that one could remember as I am sure

if
that/my mind of tonight wasn't quite so weary from the shock of all this would be
much more forthcoming. Oh, you bet. I don't know what the plans are for the services
but I'11l be there, I was with him when he was our leader and I wiimtixlk will be there
when we return him to the good Lord. I will be there, both us. We loved the President
very, very much and what's been gmgm#t good in my life has been due to the opportunities
that he gave to me and I'll never forget. Thank you.

Robert ?

« « + « You must have some good curse stories . . . . . Betty: How was your
relationship with him Senator? Was it cordial? Cordial? I was afraid of him. I'll
be honest with you. I never felt that he was a person that you could ever -- fortunately,
most every issue I was on the same side except taxes, But he was a real Populist,
liberal Democratic Senator you know on mwjdx anything that was pro=labor, pro-farmer,
pro-worker, a 100 percent . . . He was just a powerhouse in the Senate. The only
men that had this nation and that whole Senate was LBJ., He had this nation. Listen
that was like training ® ... & wild stallion. I see that Johnson -- he used to get
up in that office of his - I can remember him crossreading these different Senators
ineluding me. He used to have trouble with Paul Douglas you know. He and Paul would
get mad as the devil and he would get made with Paul. Paul would get mad with Johnson,

but Paul really got to respect him afterwards, He always figured he was a vheeler-dealer

which he was, but you don't run the Senate any other way. My God, the way they run it.
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