
HHH REMJI\TJ:SCDiiG ON I.BJ SENATE DAYS 
\-~~ -1I. 

Yes Sir·, I have a brief statement here and then i f you vrish to make any conrnents 

or as~: any questions, I'll try to be helpful . • • • . • • • • • Yes indeed, since 

1948, 49 actually ~·.rhen '\.·Te came to the Congress . He both \vere members of the 8lst 

Congress, coming into the Senate on the same day . WX Our friendship started to 

develop in those early days but it became more so as our service in the Senate 

he i•ras 
continued and particularly after the Hajority Leader of' the Senate . He - I vras 

one of his l eg isl ative lieutenants and later on he recommended me to the Democrat ic 

Cauc us 
~ as Hajori ty \lhip and as you knou ask me to serve and run as Vice President . 

Oh, I s hould say vve \vill. He --very interestingly He have been with the Johnsons 

in 

in t he last tv·To months a couple of times . 'He visited vrlth them i:m :tE Texas 

in the ear l y part of December vthen I attended the civil rights symposium there at 

Aus t in ar..d t hen our most recent assoc iat ion Hith them -vras at the memorial services 

at Ne\i Orleans fo:t Congressman Hale Boggs . 'l'hat vvas t he last time that I 1-ras to 

see the Pre s ident . 

a.JJ. vTell when ·. ;e saw him in Ne\·1 Orleans and .Mrs . Johns on had told me that he had 

been having a very difficult time of it . In fact on one other occasion >·then 1·1e 

vrere going to stop by and see him she informed us that he vms really not at all vJell . 

You may recall that just about 6 or 8 months ago , that he had another flare up vlith 

his heart . Yes . I just uant to be sure that i·re got in touch v·Tith you . ftk ThaJ1..k you. 

Ha :::."garet Jabobs of AP - - Hello Margaret . It's a pleasure to see you. vlelcome. 

'l'ha nk ,-o ~l . I apprec i ate your time . Yes indeed. Sorry you have t o be out at this hour. 

I v1onder if reminisce isn't coming back to you no,.,? Yes, Margaret . Lots of them . 

•••••• ? '"Jell I have had the privilege of lmmring Pres i dent Johnson for 24 or 25 years 

Actually Januc .. :c7 19~·9 i s '\'Then we first met here in t he Senate and I r emember they 

jokingly te.l~~ed about landslide J~~ 1don at that time because he had •·ron by 8o some votes 
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to the Sena t e . I also remember that he vras uell knovrn here and I was a 

not \':ell known Hith not many friends a nd. he vras a man i:lho knevt R the President, he 

kneu Sam Hayb LU' "1· They vrere clo$e per s onal f riends and Lyndon Johnson had been on 

Capit ol Hill for a long time a t t he House of Representative s . He had been an aide 

to a Congres :::man so t hat Capi tol Hi l l 1.va s h i s home and I \Ta s a novice . I i'Tas a ne''' 

mwoo2r cone:c" . But I a l so r emember that h e "\'las one - Fh i l e 1ve often t hought of 

i n tD.--:-sc da~-s in terr:1.s of regions , or therners, southe1·ner s , that he vms one of' 

t hose 1:l-:o a l~r::J.y:o se -::med t o a t l east s ho 1 a :!:'ricnd1y a t t itude to-;mrds sone of us 

so - ca lled i::e,· Deal, Fair Deal nor the2:n l i bera l s . I had many exper ience s \·Ti t h h im 

her e in the Cenate . I r emenber his closest f r i ends in t hose early days were men 

l ike ·. :alter 0-eorge , Georgia and Die:\. Russell , Harry B~·Td and Scott Lucas . These 

~ . e r-:: -C,hc- p::-·:el'S i:1 t ::e Se nc:te . Some of us , t he ne:·rc:c ones f ran t he north di:l n ' t 

have t ,os c .: :..;sociatj_ons . fi But t i· c t 1 in.= that al\·mys impressed n .:: about Johnson , 

abo ~::. .::.,~ ·1:do :: Jol::1son , -~; l en ~enatcr:· J ohnson, uas that y()Ll C()ulcln ' t pLlt him in a poch:et . 

You coulC:.n ' ~- label l1 i!.~ libe:·e.l or cons c:l·vative 'JT so u:':.l:e::ne:c o:::- anti - c i v il right s 

o::.· pr<)- CiY.:.J_ :c' ic;h "'~E . :rc: refused t o ·oe put L 1 2. !?olit i cal ste:ceotyp e . I t~:in_l{ t hc>t 

1:ras t he iJC· ::.:~:: c f t'.l S o\-e all s t :r e ngth o. ;:.d also i t s·~oaJ h i u '.lell i n t he ye~ rs to 

c ~1:1e bec::-· u::: c~ lee :-:nintaj_ncd f'riendship ~: Ol' as sociati0ns i n t he 'l i de::;t variet y of' 

pe ople ' Yery ~-c:_m.g ~gx -:oma 1. Bact~ i n t>o:>e dn.y s I s up posed one of t he 

J o' .ns on . .\l so I sup pose the t in :ictm!ll those ee. r l y da:rs the mo s t liberal man in 

t he Sen&H: ·.re: s ~!a~rne l·!o1·se . Ye t Hayne J.lorse ancl Lynd on J oim son got along beaut i f ully . 

Ther e 1:as Dic k l:u..s s ell, t he ca pt a in of t he south of t ;1e s out hern blo~k , mos t 

and 
prestigious and o.ble s outhern Sem::<tor - I think t he r.tost prest i g ious able Senator . 

He 1·:as ~ an extr aordi.'f1ar i.J.¥c able man b ut conservative, southerner and an i ntimate 
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of Lyndon Johnson and yet Herbert Leb..ma nn -vras a devoted friend of Lyndon Johnson , 

" 
t .e former governor o-£: !Ie1: York . He had the c apacity c to have a broad kind of 

spectr w of :::'Ti ends a...-J.d I '.:a s privileged to fit into that group . I think maybe 'Without 

being il:mJO.:i e~t , I Has r.Jaybe amongst ".:;he so-called nort hern l iberals , the pitital man, 

I mean I - just as he brought me in touch ':ri th men like Halter George lvho befriended 

me i n manx ;. ~ays , a great 2~n,s3enf7ri::ixR conservative Democrat , Cha i r man of t he Fore ign 

RelatiO!'-S Con.mi ttee , po'.Je:~ful rnan, chair man of the F inance Committee . I also brou.ght 

him i n t ouch '.;ith ma ny of the northern l i berals uho Hould 1:p ea k up for Lyndon Johnson 

vlhat 
because I t hought I understood him bet t er . Quest ion : a o you recall about 1-rhat 

he i·ms s ay ing about civil r i ght s in those early days uhen you ·vrere i n the for efront 

of . . • :Jell he vra s the man from Texas vlho refused t o sign the southern manifesto 

for example . N'm·T the souther n manifesto 1-m.s dra1m up by members of the southern 

congressional delegation i n defiance of the Supreme Court decision of the school 

deseeregation . Johnson retused to sign that . Every sout hern Senator did. Question: 

Did r..e expre ss a111.;: inner t urmoil abo ut t hat dec i sion? BEH: No. He al\vays used t o 

say t o me t hat the most important thing that the black man can get i s the vote . He 

said you are alHays talki ng about fair employment pr actices ap.d you -vrant t o get ant i -

lynchi ng bills thr ough and you vrant t his and that . He s i:mlx said, I am telling you 

that if you get their right t o vote protected, all of those other things will fall 

in place , because then they are a political power and until they gain political power 

they 'll never really be able to be in control of their ovm Jh<siill!OJ destiny . ·And you 

know· he 1-ms t he man 1·rho came to Congress in 1965 as Pres i dent and said - and offered 

that voting r i ght s act, a special message to Congr ess a nd he used Dr. Martin Luther 

King ' s phrase a s he i.mi:ix ended his message , "\·Je shall overcome." Novr for Lyndon 

Baine s Johnson of Texas , friem of the south, t o do what he did, say '\'That he said, 

vras t he most remarkable act of courage and of political leadership. And yet he was 
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the one man maybe vrho could get by vlith it at the time because he had built this 

s t ro110 fortification of frie ndship 1ri th so many people. Oh, I u could think of 

a hundred things during -- I went to his home , -vrent htmting \-lith him. ~uestion: 

Hha t did you hunt? Deer. I didn't care about hunting deer myself . I don't like to 

shoot animals , but I \·rent out for partr idge and for grouse, birds. I took one of 

nw sons dovm u ith me , my youngest son. 1-Je 1·rent dovm to his ranch . In fact when 

I was dmm there on tha t occasion, T.ve looked at his guest house and he told Mrs . 

Humphrey . He sa id you kno"H I built that guesthouse for$10,000 . He got the floor 

plans and ~·T e took the :floor plans home and we bull t our home in Minnesota vrith the 

base. I al1rays told Lyndon Johnson. I sai d you knoH that you are the world's 

bes t salesman . You got my >·rife to take those floor plans home and you told her you 

coQld buil d t lmt house for $10,000. You didn't tell her that the climate in Minnesota 

·Has greatJ..;;r different from that in Texas. You didn't tell her that you didn't put 

a basement in your house . You didn ' t tell her that it didn 't include the inside 

equipment and so on. An.y':Tay the house that He have in l.finnesota :ix t he base of the 

origi nal house of course 1·re have added on to it was the very same floor plan as the 

Lyndon IDl!Hx Baines Johnson guesthouse . Nm: "l.·re added on patios and porches . That 

$10,000 house is a $50,000 house no1·1. I ahra.ys used to tease him about that. You know, 

he used to say t o m.e you're such a tight Ha d you vrould 'morexxhave never built your vTi:fe 

a house unless I got you trapped into it and i::t he 1·ras ahmys teasing us . I was just 

s ay i ng here t o a X'xJri fr i end that vras in here the time that I remember so ld:rti:x vividJ.y 

is Hllen he came to rr:y apartment - our apartment on March 31, 1968. I t was about noon • 

• • • • • . . • • . • l·iexico City. • . • • I have done everytlHng I could to get 

peace i n Vietnam. I have tried everything . I have t ried the Poles. I have tried 

the Russians, I have tried the French, Iiarold Wilson, the British, the Canadians. 

vle have done everything and he said nmv I am going to malce another suprem.e effort. 
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I thinlc I have a chance to get the peace conference under\'Jay, but he said if' I do 

it arrl I declare as a candidate for re - election, it appears I am goi~~ to run for 

re- elec tion, nobody will ever believe me . 1bey 'll think it's all p®ltkigis~ politics 

a nd he said Hubert I •:ant peace in Vietnam more than liLm I ~<rant anything . And he said 

the or,ly -vre.y I know tha t I can prove tha t I can do this '.-rithout being suspec t , vrhere 

noone ca n say that I am trying to promote myseli politically is to make an unequivocable 

statement tha t I am not a candidate f or re- election and will not run or accept the 

nomination and I can devote full t ime to gett ing the peace conference undervTay. He 

$id I believe I can make it . And the second reason i s that the campaign is terribly 

hard aoo it t a kes a gYeat toll and xXi: also the burdens of office. He said you knovr 

I have had T!J0r physical problem, my heart attack in 1956 . He said the :e men in my 

family do net live long and that iva s primarily the end of our conversation except 

he said please just lwep this to yourself nm..; vhat I have said to you . He sixx said 

I t h i nk \·re are going to be able to get a peace "f"maK:ex conference underwa.y if >·re just 

don ' t get pol it ics mixed up in it . I couldn ' t help but think tonight ; I said to .Huriel 

. 1 

tha t I!L"<on - President Nixon said on inaugural day that so to speak that vre ·ere right .. 

close to e;ett ine to the end of this ;..;a r and that conference that brings the end of this 

i·rar is in Paris. And it 1vas Lyndon Johnson ivho br ought the people together i n Paris. 

It •:;as L;y11don Johnson vrho brought North Vietnam, South Vietnam, Viet Cong to Paris . 

It -vras he vho initiated the conferences aoo the negotiati ons and no man has had to 

take w.ore abuse about the uar than Pre sident Johnson and no man has received less 

credit N f or having i nitiated the proccdm·e , the process, the forum in which the 

possibilities of peace can be >..rorked out and it just seems ... - I tell you I really 

had a f eeling tha·c i'Tithin this week as 1ve bury President Johnson, I have a feeling 

that peace 'ivill come about . And that he actually set the framework for it. 

Question: It's just EX really sad that ••• Yes, yes , because this weighed verJ 
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heavily on me , ver y heavily . ~·lell those are a fe'I-T r eflections for you. Question: 
·• 

Hould you ren ember ab out the night he called you and told you that you were the man 

he •·ranted to be h is Vice President? Oh, I remember that so 1·1ell. I remember most 

vividly •·rhen I uas at the \·fuite House. I had flown dovm from Atlantic City on that 

afternoon and there l·:as this Tom Dodd b u.siness along. That -vras just a cover to 

kind of put the ne1vsmen off' the scent because he had told me through his emissary 

privat ely \\rhat •~ras going on, and t hen I came in and he said m to roe , do you -vrant 

t o be Vice President? Do you uant to be a candida.tj:;e for Vice President? He said 

you knm·r it 's not a ver y i nteresting office and he said one other thing. He said 

you als o Hu.bert t r..at \ ·l e h ave been very close fl·iends . He said I have studied 

t he hi story of t i1e Vice Pres i dency and t here are very fe1-r if an;y Presidents and 

Vice Presidents that have been f~riends . after a year or so in those respective offices. 

And he ,,rent on to t ell me , he s a id, you lmou two of t he closest personal friends in 

th e Senate vre r e Truman and it.'C:Xi:JQr Barkl ey . He said , 1.'1i t hin one year after the 

elect ion of Truman, Barkley never att ended a cabinet meeting. He said I don't knm., 

\>That i t is about t hose hm offices . He said , I want you to knmr 1o1hat it is . He said 

we had a 1varro friendship. He said he \vould like very much bm to have you for my 

I ,,rant you :tE x 
rumling mate . He said~ to understa nd ho1o1 I deal Hith the relationship 

a nd vle t alked it out , and he said it's like a marriage. He said, Hithout divorce 

He said, hopefully it could be a happy one. I can tell you that it most likely will 

not be •vithout i t s ups and downs, without its difficulties and I think that 1.>1as an 

apt descr iption . I have never forgott en it . I have got that all vrritten up. But 

he 1.vas a man vrho had been Vice President, a man vTho kne1v Barkley. He knmr Truman, 

he kne1·1 Roosevelt. He knew H'allace •·rho kne>-T Roosevelt . He had that sense of 

perspect ive you know, the historical view, and every since then I have read a number 

of books on the Vice Presidency. There has never been a Pr~sident and Vice PresideDt 
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tha t has eve r gotten along . Hhether it ·~;ms Coolidge and Daws or whether it was \-Tilson 

• they 
and Mars hall or liffiether it was Hoover and Curtis . Hhoever it vTas, i:t always had a 

parting of the lmys and I think it' s fair to say 1-re never have . V.Te made it through 

leVs put it tha t viey. Question: •• subject of his anger at times . Oh, everybody 

got a little of that . I have been the subject of my 1ri.fe ' s anger at times but I love 

her. . ••.•.• I am pretty good at that too. Question: You have kept it a 

secret though . HHH : I guess ~maybe it ' s because some of the press 

a round t here doesn't lrnmT me that well . I am rather an earthy f ellovl out our way 

obviously . 
in Minnesota , but there's a difference , .. ~ \'1e are different physically, 

a differ ent nakeup, x different personalities and I th ink some1vhat complimentary 

because of it . Johnson vTas a big , rugged, strenuous , vi tal man. He was very much 

a very earthy , ma nnish man . But both of us axxx:R vrere 1rha t I call political people . 

T·Te loved politics, literally live it, ea t it and breathe it. I maybe a little less 

so than he . His I·Ja s a tot al ~ a petite for politic s . I do like other things . I do 

like g good music . I like to go to a dance . I l].ke a night out and I like to go to 

a ball game and I really like it, not because of the politics of it . I really like 

it. The fact t hat politics is rela t ed t o it is detrimental . I t inhibits me but we 

1-rere both I th ink on the same wave length in terms of -vrorking >·lith people. I have al1-mys 

felt that in order to be a successful politician you had to have more than just a good 

t heir 
idea . You had to have a knmdedge of people , reactions ; one of the real problems 

of intellec tuals in politic s is they forget about people . They are great ori ideas 

or other 
b ut s omeho<r /they never get around to remembering that ideas ElmliiK come from people. 

And a good idea is really no good unless you put it t o '"ork. You have got to make 

it lvork . You have got to give it some action and I think both Johnson and I felt that 

way. He ,,rer e bot h legislators , doers , and I believe that is one of the reasons he 

looked to me or at least saw· me as a good pa nb >e partner. He had a legislative program 
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He wanted to get it done and he knew I could help. He had cabinet officers. He ·VTa.nted 
;. 

s omebody to needle them. He kne;.; I could do it a nd I Hould and above all I think he 

wanted somebod;-/ i·rho Has loyal. I found in this tmm of Washington a very strange thing 

that l oyalty i s looked upon as a liability sometimes . Not in my book. They are certain 

old virtues . Ther e is at only one President at a t ime . Ny loyalty vm.s not only to 

him but t o the program that i'TaS agreed upon. He had a program . Once the program vias 

W)rked then v;e tried to follm.; it through . That didn 1 t mean t hat before the program 

was '\vorked out He didn 1 t have some disagre ement s because many times on legislative 

items t hat I would bring back a message to t he wnite Ho use about a program and tell 

the Pres ident vrhere I thought He I•Tere 1rrong, the Administration was •·rrong· and lDdlt what · 

vJe had to do to nake a change, and those ·Here times I ·Has liiXla:x maybe most useful. 

On the war i n Vie tnam I had some ideas that Here not exactly t Jmxe:x: the same that 

1-1ere expressed by the officers of goverrnnent but I 1vasn 1 t the most influential person 

either for good or bad i n the 1·mr . He trusted his Secre tary of State , the Secretary 

of Defense . These vrere good people . Rusk and McNamara, Clark Clifford, McGeorge Bundy 

and Halt RostoH . These Here the people >·rho were clos est to the President on matters 

of National security and t he 1var, but I -v1as committted to give my point of vie'l-r and 

from time t o tinY:! I Hould do so . Frequently though, 1vhen there i'TaS any sharp difference 

it vmuld be private . He had a n under standing betvreen Mr . Johnson and myself . From day 

one if 1.re had anythi ng t hat he really Hanted t o discuss where there might be a difference 

of view, vTe x ·uould do i t pr cilvatel y . He used to sa;y to me, anyt ime you want to talk to 

me you ca n tal k a nd I will talk t o you, because we l earned early that even in the cl osed 

circuits of a cabinet , nothing seems to be juicer than to have somebody leak that there 

has been an argument bet :veen Vice Pre sident and t he President . That 1 s news copy of 

the day , you k.nc1·1. And it 1 s been so not nm.<J' , just now, but you knovr i t 1 s Agne'\>T or 

.Nixon, J ohnson or Humphrey , Kennedy or J ohnson. It xxxxa.l;·rays that way and its been 
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that Hay since thP. begi1ming of time bee at se these c.r t he t wo nationally elected 

offices . So '.:e just had a plain understanding tha t 1·rill be 1·1ritten up i n detail 

as I '.'rite D:Y book , uhich I am doing . Namely, tha t uhe neve r 'de had a disag-.ceenent , 

I could pick '-'P th~<t phone , or maybe it ·vrasn 1 t even a dj_sagremment . 1-faybe i t Has just 

a diffe:::ent point of vie1r, a"1d. say Ar . President , could I hBve ten minutes of your time 

t o so~'leb8d, o:1 ·ct~ c.: re.d. io just a whil e ago , he uould get up j_n the morning 6 o 1 clocl-c 

anJ cal2_ r.'le and say , Hho.t 1 s the matte1· ? il.l' en 1 t you up yet . And. I ·.-rould. say , My God 

I barel y r?;ot t o '!Jed . Hhy, he s a id , I thouc;ht you 11erc a country boy . He said that's 

the troubl e yott have been dm-m ar-::mnd Georgctmm here too long . You have bee n mes s i n g 

eround 1-: i th all the:::e columnist s ~md a ll these fancy people al·ound here a nd I don 1 t 

suppose: ~-o,_: cet up cJ.nt il 10 o 'clock . H·:: said. , you :cno'.l , my fe.ther used. to s ay to me , 

have 
L~rn::8n , a-- c:'1 't you up yet . You k.nm1 the other fello \Y:-: elree.dy gotten a half- clays 

:.;tart c-~ ~':)~'!. . He \.'O '.lld s ~' to me, ~rou had better L~E:C. :lo1 ~n here Hubert . So I u ould 

be doi·::: th;:~·-; ut '[ o:· 7 :30 and he.-·./:: Ol'eo.l-:.fast ·;·Tith h~.m > mmx not often, but once in a~rhile . 

Betty l'ene~-_,ers , -there roctl::l be t i nes ::m 8m1.da~r Ol' Sx':.L;~·Jay I b: vroulc1 be s j_tting home 

o r se>.'!eplr 2::' and. l:e · ·ottld pic ~\: up tc? •J:nnc and say , ·:r.at are you d:.ing? I ua uld say 

'.:ell , 1/'l::.'..; ,.LQ ~rou tt:inl;: '.~e aught -::o be cloi.ng? IIe c!Ould said, cet OVel.' here I ;•ant t o 

~ :::.u :;:..11o1:! , tha ·.:; kind j'Clat i onshi~1 . S·::l::lC l!eel<:.s he 1-JOtlldn 1 t h::1•.re anything 

to ".:.all: to !:':2 about . 

• . . . • . Q ·~estion : Did ye>u 2lmtys call him Nr . Pre ::; i dent ? Oh , aluays·. 

rever an:;th:.::~:; else , exce p-:; 1ihen he ·,:as Sen:~ tor , I call ed_ h:l..m Lyndon , but he used to 

tel l that sto::J' about Sam R:3im Rayburn a nd Harry 'l'rum.an . Novr v1he n Harry Truman became 

3?reDtx fresident, the ve:ry next mol'ning , Sam Rayb ur n uas over to the Hhite House . When 

Truman got the ne\!S of t he death of Roosevelt , he \·m s in Raybw-n 1 s offi ce and they 

1·1ere ~ playing a fe1 1 cards a nd hav i ng a •• of' whiskey and that 1 s Hhat they 
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called the school board. They used to meet at 5 o'cloc k in the school board and they 

'l'rould sit down and talk politics. And so vlhen he got that notice Harry Truman 

immediately went over to the White House. And the next day, Sam Rayburn k said to 

him Harry I 1·rant to see yoli:t tomorro-vr morning. He said, can I come ov~r. He said 

yes indeed come r ight on over. So t he next mor ning Rayburn w·ent over and he said 

no·H Harry . He sa i d by t he >·ray this is the last time I 1-!ill ever be able to call you 

Harry. XKft After this it '¥.lll be Mr. President. He said, Harry there are going to 

be a lot of people -- he said I am not going to get over here to see you very often. 

The President said ,.my Sam of course you can come over. He said I'll come when you · 

call me but I ,.,rant to tell you that i t 's going to be difficult. You a.re going to 

have a staff around you. They are going to make their business to see that not mBXk many 

people get to s ee you. I have been here a long time. He said every President ' .· 

is the same wa:y. Every President, and he said that that staff is going to tell you, 

Harry, everyday that you're the smartest man in the world. They are just going to 

Harry 
keep telling you that a .n.d. they are going to make you believe it a.ndjyou know damned 

well tha t isn't true. Then he said nm·T Harry you and I know damned '"ell that isn't 

true. NmT from here on out Harry it's Mr. President. Isn't that something? • • • 

I am going to try to do something about that, and you may recall that as Majority Leader 

of the Senate he started on protection of the right to vote. He never considered 

himself a southerner. I thought the most important - one of the most impressive 

things about Johnson -vras he w·as hard to pigeon hold so to s·peak.. He was from Texas 

but he refused to sign the southern manifesto. He \·las neither a conserVative or a ,., 

liberal - stereotyped or tagged. You couldn't tag him. Here is a man that had the . 

. ····~ 
devoted friendship of Dick Russell, one of the most brilliant and powerful of the 

southern Senators but yet at the same time had the frienshtp and the help of Wayne 
·t-

Morse, a liberal, a maverick. W)nnunnnr If ever there was a person of independent 

I • 
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liberal judgment , it was Wayne Morse. Here was a man who had the complete confidence ··· 

of Harry Byrd, the most conservat ive of the Senator s and yet at the same time 

had the devoted friendship of Herbert Leymann of Ne-vr York. It >'las his ability it seems 

to me to be able t.o l"lork 1d th many different kinds of people and to hold their 

confidence that made him such an 1I!.X impressive leader. And I worked wi.th him I think 

as one of the bridges between the south and the north and I believe that's where we 

r eally developed our relationship more than in any other "iray. I think he saw in me 

What he thought was a pragmatist, somebody that wanted t o make progress but waan•t a 

bullheaded all or nothi ng liberal, and :kJm.t I think that was his approach too. 

Hell I thank you very very much • 

Mike Simpson . \<lell, I can just say to first of all that it was a great 

shock. to both Mrs. Humphrey and myself . I have prepared a. statement &twa b e • • • • 

\vell I r ememb er some very human things tha t maybe tell a little bit about 

him. He ahrays seemed to take a special joy in remembering people of his early days 

Whenever he had a party at the 1Vhi te House it w~uld be f or a President of another 

country or a prime minister . He never filled up t he Hhite House dining room with 

j ust dignitaries . Tl:lere \'lere people ~ he grew up 1·1ith, people that had befriended 

him along the way , maybe somebody that was a neighbor or somebody from Johnson City 

or somebody that ;.rent to college \-Tith him. I remember one t ime that a lady came 

all the way from Australia that - when he was i n the Navy he h ad s tayed at their home 

t he 
and he brought her over a t the time I bel ieve o Austral:ian Prime Minister was here. 

,.;as 
Of course Johnson - President Johnson the man I think typified so much in his personal 

relationship Hi th members of Congress . A member of Congress could denounce him, 

disagreeing - take for example Wayne Morse with Pres i dent Johnson on the war. And 

yet President Johnson \-lould call Wayne Morse right over to the White House and s.ay 

"<# 
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look Hayne I need your help on that education bill and they 'vould v:alk arm in arm 

• 
a nd work t ogethe r . There are macy other t hings that one could remember as I am sure 

if 
that/ my mind of tonight 11'asn 't quite so \·Jeary from t he shoc k of all this would be . 

much more fort hcomiP..g . Oh, you bet. I don't knovT 1'111at the plans are f or t he services 

but I'll be t here . I vTa s vli th him >fhen he \fa S o ur leader and I Jd:i:lii:xB will be there 

vThen "'e return him to the good Lord . I •Till be there, both us . We loved the President 

very , very much and what ' s been ~ good in my l ife has been due to the opportunities 

t hat he gave t o me and I'll never f orget . Tha nk yo u . 

Robert ? 
. • . . You must hav e s ome good curse stor ies Betty: Ho1·r ':laS your 

relationshi p with him Senator? Wa s it cordial? Cor dial? I was afraid of him. I'll 

be honest with you . I never felt that he was a person that you could ever -- for tunately, 

most every issue I >fas on the same side exce pt t axes . But he vTaS a real Populist, 

liberal Democratic Senator you know on~ anything that was pro=labor, pro-farmer , 

pro-worker , a 100 percent • • • He 1.,ra s j ust a pov~erhou s e i n the Senate . The only 

man that had this nat ion and that vlhol e Senate was LBJ. He had this nation. Listen 

that was like tra ining x • • • a ':rild stallion. I see that Johnson -- he used to get 

up in that office of his - I can remember him crossreading these difierent Senators 

:including me . He us ed to hav e troubl e wi th Paul Dougla s you knmr . He and Paul would 

get mad as t he devil and he would get made 'l'ith Paul. Paul vtould get mad with Johnson, 

but Pa ul r eally got t o r espect him aftervtards. He always figured he was a ~<Jheeler-dealer 

which he vras, but you don 't run the Senate a ny othe r vmy. My God, the way tl).ey run it. 
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