REMARKS BY SENATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY
ALFALFA CLUB ANNUAL DINNER
Statler-Hilton Hotel
Washington, D.C.
January 25, 1975
President Ford, former President Borman, honored guests,

gentlemen of Alfalfa. . .

I hope you will not consider it immodest if I say this
night is long overdue . . .

. « . President Humphrey. . .
You've gotta believe, Frank, you've gotta believe.

I had no doubts about the outcome of this election until
George McGovern told me he was 1000% behind me.

And Ed Muskie suggested I give my acceptance speech on
a flat bed truck outside of the Washington Post.

And Mayor Daley suggested that we move this convention
to Chicago.

And someone . . . I don't know who . . . hired Victor
Lasky to write a book about me.

With all that advice and help, I knew I needed support,
so I organized a Chairmen for Humphrey Committee. I sought
the most powerful men I could find Hebert (A-bear), Poage,
Patman, and Alexander Butterfield.

If T were going to crash, Mr. President, I would want the
FAA in on it.

Now, you have heard President Borman disclose one of my
secrets. Yes, it is true that I streaked through the streets
of Minneapolis in the interest of full disclosure. (Shake head
in disbelief.)

But nobody looked.

Well, that's not quite true. One person did, and I heard
him say, "There's old Hubert with his tongue flapping again.”

President Borman, you will have a chance to hear my entire
speech. I don't intend to give a long one, but if I do, don't
worry about that 7 a.m. flight. If it's on Eastern Airlines,-
it won't be leaving on time, anyway.

This past year of Alfalfa has indeed been an illustrious
one.

Borman's rocket was fueled with 90 proof alcohol. But it
had no second stage booster, and it was doomed to fall short
of its mission because of material fatigue.

When it should have orxbited, it would only bump and grind.

In any case, while Frank continues the search for that G
string, I can assure him that whatever he found, while boring
on the moon, does not compare to what he may find in the Tidal
Basin. The samples you get there are really worth assaying.



You have heard from President Borman the accomplishments of
Alfalfa's astronaut year. I can promise only a half-astronaut
year, but hopefully one of significant accomplishment, too.

After all, I have been orbiting the White House longer than
all the astronauts who orbited the moon.

Of course, my orbit has been rather crowded. We did ground
Harold Stassen finally, and Fritz Mondale decided he didn't
like that weightlessness.

But, Eugene McCarthy and Fred Harris have designed a
permanent political space station. It flies an elliptical
orbit with no high points.

There is a great effort going on to build a one-man rocket
on the hill. Henry Jackson tilts it right, then Mo Udall tilts
it left.

By the time they get it set, Nelson Rockefeller will have
bought the launching pad. Of course, he's bringing his own
fuel. He's the only one who can afford the extra $3 a barrel.

He may be the only man in America, under the Ford tax rebate
plan, who gets enough back to finance a trip.

Now to the Alfalfa platform for 1975. I've talked to Secretary
Butz about it. It wasn't easy. He thought Al Falfa was a mafia
leader from the Bronx.

He has, however, given us our slogan for the year: Don't
eat-a the grass, smoke it.

With his help, if recession and inflation continue, I can
assure you that Alfalfa will be on everyone's tongue this year
. « « and possibly in their stomachs, too.

Under my leadership, Alfalfa will insist that it be treated
like any other dissident party. We shall ask for CIA surveillance
and "enemy list" status at IRS.

We will ask that President Ford give us our tax rebates
now, while the Treasury still can afford the postage.

We are going to give Bill Simon a long term contract
. « « 3 months.

We shall move Congress to its proper home . . . the
National Air and Space Museum.

We shall seek jobs and food stamps for the soon-to-be
unemployed . . . Casper Weinberger, Roy Ash, Herb Stein,
Claude Brinegar , . . and the endless list of long-term
jobless.

We will provide Donald Rumsfeld a new hatchet made in
Illinois. You don't know that he's used it until you try
to turn your head.

Rationing is a must. We will ration Henry Kissinger's
job to 42 under-employed members of the State Department.

To guarantee our survival, we will ask Henry Kissinger,
when he is next in Washington, to provide one Arab oil well
for each member of Alfalfa . . . using force only if necessary.



For members of Alfalfa who are also members of Congress,
we will secure your FBI file from Clarence Kelly,

And for one lucky Alfalfa family, a two week vacation
with Gordon Liddy, or a weekend in Jamaica with Governor
Marvin Mandel.

But whether we get what we deserve or not, let us tonight
pledge to President Ford, in all seriousness, our determination
to work with him to help solve the problems of our nation.

Let the true Alfalfa platform be a simple one. At President
Ford's next State of the Union message, let him be able to
say, with our support, there is good news for America and
the world -- a national economy and society growing stronger
and better, and a world ever closer to peace and harmony.

Let us launch the most important rocket of all -- a new
century of American greatness taking off to reach, not the
moon, but the ideal society we all yearn for.

There's space for all of us on that rocket.
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For MEMBERS OF ALFALFA WHO ARE ALSO MEMBERS OF CONGRESS ., WE
——— el
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OF OPENNESS IN GOVERNMENT AND FULL DISCLOSURE -—= WE SHALL HAVE

PUBLISHED IN THE MNew York TIMES
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ABUT WHETHER WE GET WHAT WE DESERVE OR NOD LET US TONIGHT
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AND RETTER., AND A WORLD EVER CLOSER TO PEACE AND HARMONY,
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CENTURY OF AMERICAN GREATNESS. W{
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“] seE AMERICA, NOT IN THE SETTING SUN OF A RIACK NIGHT

OF DESPAIR AHEAD OF US. | SEE AMERICA IN THE CRIMSON LIGHT
OF A RISING SUN FRESH FROM THE BURNING, CREATIVE HAND OF Gop,
[ SEE GREAT DAYS AHEAD, GREAT DAYS POSSIBLE TO MEN AND WOMEN
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