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DORTE KEARNS THTERVIEWS HEH ON MEMORTES OF LBJ FOR BOOK, VASHINGTON, D.Cs, 2/18/75

@: T am not writing a history of Johnson's a,dministra:tion nor really a wholesale {
biography. I am mostly taking the material that he and I talked about together about
iﬁﬁﬁst four years of his life and building & . . . biography around it. HHH: Cosh,
that must be wonderful, I am writing a good deal by the way about my - let me show
vyou what I have done here, You see this., Now thig is just what I have done recently
and T have 500 and some other pages done and - T do dictating it myself, but out of
mEpexEx memory and it's very difficult you know. . . . « Your memory is just not
that accurate and you reamember parts and later on you remember another part and ymex it
seems like you are almost in conflict, but go ahead. Question: Well the main thing
T want to ask you about was in the Senate where he's describing his version of
winning in which he xmi® considered a very important thing that could have happened.
He said you came in with lots of good ideas apd not 2:@2:;2patience as I did and he
finally taught you the system. And T have seen it in secondary books a& well, but
T just but I don't want to cut into what you will be interested -- HHH: no, no, it's
fine., T would just like to hear from you in the sense of he talks about the

liberals

distinction between the practical ikeErs of which you were one and the red hots or
the ultra ultras, and how important it was to build the base and that's why he was
a succesful Senate Leader because he found those like you who were willing to work
on practical matters. HHH: T agree with that and I think what he told you from
just that observation is absolutely true and I am going to stop this phone.
9: . . . some carpcol to pick up some 8-year olds. ILet me just run dowm . ihen
T came into the Senate, it was tue 8lst Congress and Lyndon Johnson was also a
member of tha’ Congress. I have often described our differences even at that
time. He was well known. He was a part of the Texas delegation which had a
powerful influence in the Congress, with Tom Connally being chairman of the Foreign
Relations Committee, with Sam Rayburn being 8peaker of ke House of Representatives
and Iyndon Johnson having served in the House for a considerable period of time,
having run for the Senate earlier and having been a sort of a protege' of FDR.
So there was Lyndon Johnson over there send Hubert Humphrey who had been Mayor of
Minneapolis and had also been the instigator of the ecivil rights plank at the
Democratic Convention. That made me look like T wes a bastard ddox at a Esoiksex
family reunion, you lmow, There were some very poverful Senators around here that
looked upon me not only as a dangerous radieal but as a sort of political fool.
T ¢idn't get to mow Lyndon Johnson right awey and obviously I didn't seek him out
because auite honestly I felt thet T wasn't at his level, not because T was unduly

_modest but simply because T knew that he knew so many people. #w: Wnen he walked imto
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the Semate he telked to anybody and everybody. When I walked into the Senate T dtdn'
have a friend.--That was a real close fxmr friend. There was Paul Douglas who later
on beczrie my friend and there was Clinton Anderson and there were a few others arounﬁ,'
Claude Pepper, ctc., but I had no resl following. And T vas laebeled to put it blunily,
very severely labeled as a far out liberal simply because of my views on civil rights.
Hou the “ruin of the matter is that my political 1ife hzd always been one of |
pregnetism. I was just writing a 1litile piece here on liberalism and I remember

vha Roosevelt said., He =aid you try something, If it doesn't work, you try somethihg
else and try again, but you have got to get something thal will work. INow that's
alvays been my =zpom approach. I was layor of Minneepolis and I worked thet way

and T had 2 liberal record, but I alweys got along good with the business community.

Y7}

eventheush I wes endorsed by labor. lVhen I came to ashington that seemed to all fade

o

avay in those first years. I was pigeon holed.and therc was no way that T could break
out of thoti sterentype that had been fixed on me as a result of the Philadelphisa
Convention. My views on eivil rights were always the same, I mean as a Mayor and

T pever considered that radical ab all. T considered it just Uo be decent and normal,
Well Lomdsn Johnson was looked upon by most of my collcegues that T associsted with
Bstes Xefauver, Poeul Dovglas and later on Herbert Lehmann and Claude Pepper, Jim
Murrey and obthers, the meore liberal crowd -- he was looked upon as a sort of well

not s & southerner as such but obviously one that consorted with the SIMOHEENEY R
southerners. He was a friend of Dick Russell, He was a clever guy. Thai's the

way ther put it, sort of not slick bul he was a manipulator and be wasn't a y¢' true

belicver.” ie eould not"qualify" mmmmmx as a liberal, He wes suspect but I got

o

nergson., I liked him for seversl rcasons, First of all, T saw

1o like him as
that he knew a lot of pcople vho knew how to make that Senate work. Tt wasn't long
before in a very short time - in two years, he was Minority Whip as you may recall
for a 1ittle while. Then he became the Majority Whip to Ernest McFarland. It was
perfectly obvious that he became - that he was morc of the Majority Leader than

he was the Majority Whip. McFarland was a nice man and a good fellow but he had been
put in there by the Democratic Souchern Coalition with the few that Lyndon Johnson
could bring around, Lyndon Johnson was always sble ©o get Theodore Francis Greene.
He really clweys had him. He also had some olhers like Gme Joe Almandi for example
at the 4ime and Clinton Anderson. You know Clinton Anderson used to have personal
suspicions about Lyndon Johnson., I think Johnson sort of noted that I wasn't a*ways
comfortable with the more true believersszgz, that I . . . Q¢ There was really a sect
that you could identify ... . southerner inner ii:ﬁz sect? Yes, yes-f Just like .
there was a southerner inner club sect. There was anothef one of us dﬁér here and

T in a sense had good credentials in the true believer liberals, but always a bit

suspect, because I had friendships on the other side. You weren't even to have
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social relationships over on the other side im those days. There was féal-ﬁ

ideglogical split here. There weren't over - at the most there weren;t o§erf§5

that you could call liberal Senators that occasionally voted the liberal‘iine and

even amongst the Democrats, at leasti.50 percent of them were southerners, soﬁtﬁern
Democrats or sympathizers with thkEm southern Pemocrats. At that time the southern
Democrats were what - they were oil depletion, they were anti-civil rights, they

were basically in those two areas and very conservative on all tax policies. They
were strong on public works, strong on agriculture and & not at all symp@thetic to
organized labor. Now I was strong on agriculture, strong on labor, strong on civil
rights, strong on tax reform. I got in the tax reform fight wx the Secon@ year I wes
hexx here, But Johnson seemed to -~ I don't know winxe whether I should put it this
way, it may be immodest,take a liking to me. Anyway he sought me out and from time

to time, he visited with me; just informally, sometime only in the hall. ' Occasionally
he would say well come on up txmx to the office, I want to talk to you. You used to
have a good sense of humor. He joked a lot. IHe alvays talked about thét he was going
to cross breed me with Harry Byrd and he said that if I can ever get you to get sbout
two pints of Harry Byrd's blood inside of you it will cool you off a little. You woui&
be some man around here if T could just get a little bit of the restraint of Dick
Russell on you you would be a great Senator, all that kind of stuff. Johnson always

-~ he was a born boss, & born leader, but in times a boss and his kind of political
operation in the Senate was not the Caucus, it was individual ¥ treatment. He put
the pieces together. He had his own little jigsaw puzzle., He didn't ever flush it
all out in the one meeting. You caﬁé in in ones of twos. He didn't believe in

pacts, in groups and he always had somebody else in there with him that would - I
think that's the way he kept his credential with the =pmxdwew conservative community
because I never figured Johnson was a conservative, never did I figure it., And I
remember in 1960 I was on a program in llew York, a radio program with this Mike Wallace,
and Mike Wallace was trying to get me to say that Johnson was a reactionary and
conservative. I said no, he's a liberal in the best sense of the word. He is a

civil liberaterian eand T had examples of what he done in protecting civil liberties
and he had. He was a master of parliamentary strategy. He was a born leader for the‘
Senator, much even more so than a leader in the Senate thén he was even as President,
He was a man of the Hill, of the Congress, no doubt about it. GQuestion: T have a sense ..
that he psychologically understood what each individual wanted? HHH: He studied th@m_
like an FBI agent. Questinn: How did he study them ., ,? HHH: He juét spent time

at it. He watched every move, Listen, he knew who was drinking and vho wasn't, He
knew who went out and had a date and who didn't. He knew whether or not they were

in the hands of some particular lobby or not. He just knew aboust you.. He really

pe has o

was wcanny. He was always asking guestions and he was building this -

o



' hx:bc s;;rt of computerized mind. ;:m this sox"t' of thing. Xkix I thinka'ohnson a.lwa.ya __
liked a little gossip ammay.. You know. He enjoyed it. It wasn't that he wanted
* for any sinister purpose. He kind of enjoyed it. He l:;.nd of liked to know who was
betting on the baseball games and who was eyeing the girls and he had all of fhese
weaknesses himself which was of course -- I don't say weaknesses, a.‘ttr.ibutes. But
you know ye was a man's man in a very real sense and he had a sense of power, One
of the things he told me when I became Minority Whip, he said I want you to study
every member of this body. You have got to know vhen a guy has had a..fiight with
his wife and that's the day not to ask him to do anything. You have got to know when |
that fellow is in trouble and you have got to know when to put your arm around. He
really knew how to handle you that way and he also had people watching if anything
went wrong in your family and & letter would come or a telephone call, th;LS sort of
thing. With me, I think he came to the conclusion in a sense from his point of view
that I could be had. I k never felt I was. I really felt that I was getting more than
I was giving and I'll tell you why. I suppose that's the way most people when somebody
touches them up a little bit. First of all I didn't change any point of view I had,. .
I never changed my votes. Secondly, I was kind of the agent for the 1j.bera.ls with
Johnson. He wouldn't telk to & lot of them. I helped get Paul Douglas on Finance
and Herbert Leymann on Judiciary. Johnson would talk to me, He would come to me and
say who do you want on there? I am not going to telk to these other fellows and he
put me on the Steering Cormmittee, I was there to see to it that our people - the
liberal people got good assigmments and he knew that I was going to fight him on
oil depletion -~ on offshore drilling I mean, you know, what did we call that at the
time, the revenues from the offshor oil anyway. And he knew that there were certain
things that T couldn't possibly agree with him on but he also knew that I could bring
along some of our people at the time. And when we needed a fight on the atomic
energy act which he was involved in which was a great move on his part to see that
the atomic energy wasn't just passeé over into private hands. He knew that he could
come to me. Vhen we wanted to take on Eisenhower on the tax legislation, he got ahold
of Walter George for example, myseli and others, I was the liberal segment over there.
He didn't enjoy talking to some of our real liberal friends. He didn't think they
had a sense of humor and that they didn't trust him. He knew that they didn"t trust
him. Vell I can't say that I always trusted him but I found him so darn interesting
and I elso knew thet in a very real sense that he would pay off if you know what I
mean, that if you did something for him he would do something for you. And he knew
that he couldn't get you to do certain things. He knew what my position was. He
didn't push you that far but he wanted to have -- I think what he really wanted was
someone in the liberal ranks that would tell him what was going on so that he could

do a better job zf as a leader on the one hand and mmber two, someone that he could
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uge to worl in those ranks and I didn't avoid thal opportunity at all., T considered

'

% a reall opportunity. I used to say that some liberals are never so happy as when
they ares unkizppy. They are never so unhappy as vhen theyrare happy. In other words
vhen they gel all that they want, they are really unhappy. I recall the minimum
wage lew. Ve had it up for about $1.60 por hour or something like that or whatever
the figure wrs at the time and everyone of our liberals were prepared for the big
fight. /. . illolland of Tlorida wes going to lezd the fight against it and we were
o'cloeck
determined to have a big battle3 so was he. S0 one noon,about 2 mimimx cne day
Johnson's up *there and I am on the floor, and T am the only one of the liberals there.
He looked around and cased the place and saw that there wasn't too much opposition.
He says nov listen, I am going to call up that Fair Labor Standards and Wage Law
and he said T am going Lo pass it. You said now you have got to tell all of your
them
people around here not to make any speeches because he said, damn Xk, they are going
to went to mzke speeches and than old Spencer Holland and others are going to get
in here end Harry Byrd and we will never gei it passed. I said that's good enough
for me. s he called it up but I forgbt who was there but a couple of people around
the floor &nd I went over and I s2id look we are going to pass this if we don't speak
vou know, Ymm You can just put your remarks in the Record and they agreed to it,
and e passed it without a roll call vote. When Zpencer Holland heard about it
he came storming up out cf the lunchroom downstairs in the Cenate dining room and
was mad ac blazesg., Well, Johnson said I had a quorum call. I fulfilled all the
responsihilities. He said I had a quorum call and x if you were interested you could
neve called the Senzte Cloakroom. I don't have a responsibility to go around here
and see Lhat each one of you have 2 hand-delivered message Spencer, He said there
wer- people up there on the Senate floor and then the next thing I heard was some
of my Lliberal friends were mad as blazes because they didn't have a chance to make

v T

a gheecih. Uo there jou vere with Speneer Iolland med et because he didn™t zgec

a chapee -0 specl: against iU and some of my good liberal buddies angry because
ther didn't ot a chance to speak for it. In the meantime Johnson and I had passed

was this kind of thing that wee typical., dJohnson also cherished hi
relationchip with Dovid Devinsky Tor exemple. [v wented to be known as a moderate

Liberal Ee asa='s went tHe title liberal but he wms much more liberal than some

of his witerances and he nevey wmanted the title o therefore he egecaped being brought

into thal liberdl ranwz, Ouestiong Well it's very interesting to ae. T think that
Sory av S0 Thing was exactly « . - will never get er2dit becanse K . <.

Whls Txeeclr. Same thing T sav hin do on housing, Ut would do things like this,
Argo.er tming Por cxemple. I was going Lo miss ¢ vote on housing which vas iuzporiant

to e, e mew I wme on ny way back irom Minnesota and the plane was stalled over



Washin~t~n because there vas bad weather and he get on The telephone and called

the toer 2rd told the tower -- got the nurber of cur plane and said that plane

venl thai Senstor browsht on ig Feve, Lo have got @ vote up here

and ven sy Johpsoa worldd do things like this and he held up The vote until T zZot
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couihe povs BTl dou knowr 18 get gose delp fron lsbert. You know we have gou

S0 cxpecs . .pive & 1ilile bit, Ouegtion: WUhy do you think he had so nuch trouble
WY ST whing. hy couldn't ihey undergiond him? ilas it different
temperpenis? iy Yes; dilferens tempérments and he was from Texes and Texas wes

oil snd “ha, *os ab uhe hesyrt at thel Uige of the liberal econservaiive confrontation
Just @ ehnnging Role 22 waz at. the heary of it, ‘oday, we are going to most likely
chenge Nuale 82, Tact 2 cause thol has been woi you wisw. Timing 1is everything you
see, o w0 have mol -= T dou't evern involve myself anymore in the fight on Rule

mow e areé going to change it. TNow we &re

@ing to change the oil depletion. In's going to come, Then you lnow it was mmx Znock
s, Tk wms vepeal of Taft-Hariley or you were for Teft-Hartley. Questions:
Vhat dhoul Wim oif lubor and Taft-Hartley, Vhere . . o HH: ¥Well, he voted - T am not
suze now, sou will have to check, but I believe he voled for Orlende Griff'in bui he

did & 1. wcluetantly end he gol some mollifying amendments in lhere. He did this

this ig +ha¢ war he censerved his g congervaivive Lose, He pmmrdter congerved his

Lo seiala seri avertine osn the labor movement

bheeanse Lo lobsr movemenh -- personally, awe, Th: labor movement didn't get vwhere
it is by bheing stupid. The George Meanye and the I.W. Abells and the David Davinskys
and the Amel Reevys,etc,, they were practical Tfellows, They knew {nat Johnson wasn't
going to vote for them btot they did 1'¢ pet angry with him, They didn't cut him up.
They d:dn't cut hin up because they knew he had pmEx pover and he could deliver for
them on lots of other things. Iz eould deliver on aid to education, He d.elivere:l
for ther on honsing and public housing. lie delivered m for them on Tair labor
standarde and minimum wapes which mesnt so much to the textile workers, to the lower
income vorlers and he was alvays available for them. Let's put it that way. ¥hen
somebod:- needed to weich in on the President or something he was there. 8o the labor

movemens has tuo images -- the one that is very vocul and out in front, clear and
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tor ;11“ liberal and the other one is the pragmatic labor movement. Guestion: That
explains it . . o HI: Ilo doubt about it because he vwould always k -- Yyou know.pm
.

He prided mneswix hinself’ in the presence of even the most conservative picking up
That telephone and calling vp some labor leader and they knew Johnson had the power
and they also lknew that on certain things he was absolutely reliable, €3 VWhy do you
think when he wos given all of the pleasures that I had the feeling when I listed to
him tha* De had in the S-nate that he decided to run agais . « . » the vice presidency.
e o« w o+ HHMy Yes, I think that's tru and I think maybe it may have been frankly

t Johinson wasn't sure that Kennedy was going to win, Ie had it going two ways for
him you remember, He didn't lose his Zennte seat and it gave him a chance for national
exposwre and there is no doubt in my mind that Johnson has presidential ambitions
early, llo doubt about it and I have a feeling thal he thoughtthat he had nothing
to lose and everyiliing to gain,that if we lose on this thing I will be back and I will
be Majority Leader of the Cenate., If we win T will be Viee President and he also felt
guite fr anikdy thet he could still run this Senzte as Vice President. When he came
baci ag Vies FPragident he wanled to be chairman of the Caucus. That lasted about two
weexs, ¢ low was the reason to decide on the separatio n of power , . » . .7 Well,
I think that the minute thet you leave the Zenate, the vhole body of the Senate says
now look you left, it's your fault., It's & peculiar thing eround here, Even a man
as powerful as Johnson, with the friende that he had in the south and all, once that
he becume Viee President, he was no longer a meriber of the Senate family, fuestions
+ » Specizl mon. HHH: Special man. Now listen I think I was sbout as well liked

as vhen I becanme Majority Vhip as I have ever been in my life, but the minute I ceame

back to the fenzte &s Vice President, it was differenc. I had left them. I had betrayed

them. I meon after all why did I leave to become Vice President? (uestion: Let me
just ask you one auestion about the inner club of southerners vs liberals. If you
were welking around, how would you know vho was in either one, Did they eat logether?

= o TR

HHH: Yes. As a matter of fact a good mmber of the inner club ate in the inner

-

dining room, not the public dining room, One of the Tirst people to tell me thet
was Fussell TLeong. Russell Long was my neighpor out in Copeland Terrace in Chevy
Chase. He and I came inte the Benate at the same time. We were good friends from
the Louisiana State University. He was my neighbor two doors dovn. e used to go
walking together a lot and see a good deal of cach other and Russell said to me.

He said, Hubert, you know you ought to get in therc and meet the fellows that really
run the Cenate. You are in there in this public dining room and you ought fto g just
get in with the people that are the movers and the shakers, Ie said, let me take
you on in there. Well I never feli too welcome in there but I went on in there

and the next thing T knov T am talking with M Jim Dastland and T am talking with

John McClellan and Walter George and Lyndon Johnson, the powers at that time, the real
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povers, Dick Russel., They were all sitting around., They have got one little
table in there that seats about 12 people around there and another table off to
the side that seats 4 or 5 and thet's where the business is done, That is where
you develop your social contacts. You sce kkmk Jonnson used to say of us liberals
that we never took time to cultivate the pewver centers, We were always out meking
specches :nd he was right, from the point of view of the Senate. And he taught me

something I never forgot that the way you get power around here is to be there.
You be there. I have told students., I said you know people have said to me what

is it that makes for a good Senator? And I say onc simple thing, be there. Be at

the commitiee meetings. Be present. De on the Fldor. Just be here because every

day that you are away, you forefit some power to somebody else and the --- Q: And

the liberals . . . . « Exactly, and our constituents demand it of us, demanded it of

us and as I used to tell Johnson., I sa;d, veh, you guys can gel elected by staying

up here bui our constituency demands to have a -- to put their fingers in the wounds
every week., You know, they are doubting Thomases about us and they want to see us and
they want to know what we are doing. They want to hear from us. I used to envy these
outherners Shat ecan sit up here - Berny Maybank for example, Lister Hill, John
Speriamen, all of these powerful southcrners that were chairmen of committees in the

0ld seniority =y system. They just stay here and that's kkey the way they got

to be chairmen of committees, and they didn't ever have to go home except just before
election. This is what happened to Bill Fulbright. Bill Fulbright never knew what

it was to have a campaign until the last two times. He wasn't prepared for it., We

had to be out fighting for our lives everyday, but that reduced our effectiveness

here. QCuestion: INow besides the eating, did the liberal then & tend to have meetings
together? HH: Whenever we had meetings it was always for work, but southerners and
the conservatives mixed the soeial life witn it. $key And they didn't demand 100 percent
allegiance. llow just on key issues, that's all. The trouble with being a good liberal
is that you have got to be a saint on every issue. You can't deviate. There is no
room for defection. The conservatives zdm soy look, there are two or three issues

that we are concerned about, now you can play around with the rest of them. Ve don't
nind vhat vou do with the rest of them, but on the tax auestion, on the civil rights
ouestion, or whatever else, on Rule 22, those were the three; tax question, civil
rights, and Rule 22, you stay with us on those and if you want to flirt off there

with Humphrey and AFL-CIO and the AVA, rumning around playing drop the i hankerchief
or whatever it is, you go zhead and do it. We don't care. You are not suspect. As
long as we have you on these, but with the liberals, you had to be right on every

issue. They rated you.
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