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I am honored to be here tonight, because I have always
felt a certain kinship with radio broadcasters. They're a
good deal like politicians, if you think about it. We sit down
somewhere and talk as fast as we can and hope that somebody is
listening. But we never know -- until the ratings come out.
If we were good, we gain sponsors. If we weren't -- someone
else is scheduled in our time slot. The people have spoken.

But, of course, there are some modest differences between
the two professions. No legislator can provide so much information
in so many ways as radio can. No politican can provide so much
entertainment. No one in public office can provide so much
constant companionship to thousands in their daily labor. And
few stations can do any of these as fully and as well as WCCO
has done for the last 50 vyears.

Leaving aside the obvious contributions of the medium,
like hourly up-to-the-minute news, weather warnings, and public
information of every kind, radio is unique in its capacity to
enrich the lives of our citizens. Perhaps no other institutions
of modern life can lend so much to the quality of the average
day. There is no way to calculate what radio means to the
solitary traveler, the housewife at home, the lonely shut-in.
Every day, in countless ways, radio acts as a "good neighbor"
to the community.

Marshal McLuhan says that radio is a "hot medium."” Maybe
he was thinking of WCCO when he wrote that. I remember one time
when they certainly made it hot for me. It was in the summer of
1964. I was at the Democratic National Convention in Atlantic
City, and I was on the phone to WCCO's "Party Line" program,
describing my impressions of the convention.

Suddenly the program was interrupted by a CBS news
bulletin, They announced that President Johnson was going to
ask Hubert Humphrey about the Vice Presidential spot on the
ticket. Now, this was fortunate, because I felt that I had some
really valuable opinions on that subject. In fact, I rang off
the "Party Line" program immediately in order to give the
President the benefit of my advice.

I don't necessarily credit the station with getting me into
office. But I doubt that many Vice Presidents of the United
States can say to themselves, "You heard it first on WCCO." I
call that ACTION NEWS.

WCCO has a policy of "full size variety programming." And
I am sure that they have never encountered more "full-size
variety"” than the time they carried the first taped radio broad-
cast from the Kremlin.

Jim Borman was covering the story, and like the good
reporter that he is, he had his tape recorder with him. Now,
the Soviets frowned on this. In fact, I think they would rather
have had a live skunk in the meeting with them, than a tape
recorder. (There are, after all, no "sunshine laws" in the
Soviet Union.)



But they must have recognized a persuasive negotiator
when they saw one, because they yielded to my insistence. In line
with Lee Loevinger's remarks tonight, I made the Soviets an offer
they couldn't refuse. And Jim Borman brought his tape recorder
right into the Praesidium meeting. As far as I know, this
was the first time that any inside material from the Kremlin
was ever broadcast.

I don't think that sat well with our hosts. I have this
nagging doubt, because when I went out to Kruschev's tomb to
deliver some remarks about the late Premier, I think that about
half the audience was secret police.

(The secret police, of course, are vervy good listeners --
vou have to say that for them -- and they are extremely attentive.
But they are perhaps not the best audience a speaker can have.)

Ironically, the biggest radio highlight of that trip happened
by accident. I had an appointment with Premier Kosygin, and I was
supposed to get to Jim afterward for an interview. I got there a
little too late. In fact, he was right in the middle of a live
broadcast to Minnesota. Since I was there, I went directly on the
air over the phone, without checking first with the Embassy. The
State Department was not entirely delighted with this course of
events -- but at least it was a scoop for WCCO.

So, as you can see, WCCO has been a very good neighbor
to me, as well as to the great Northwest, for a long time.
We've both been broadcasting for many years now. And I look
forward to a successful partnership for many years to come. I
extend warmest congratulations to WCCO on being honored by
Broadcast Pioneers, Inc. for its distinguished service.
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