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Today the people of America -- Jews and Christians, rich
and poor, black and white -- bear witness to one of the great
human dramas of our time.

Today we bear witness to the suffering of a people who
ask only to be free.

The drama and suffering of Soviet Jewry is the drama of
Jewish history.

It is the drama of faith and hope.

It is the drama of a brave people struggling to keep alive
the flame of human liberty against insurmountable odds.

Americans have a great stake in this human struggle.

This nation always has supported those who are willing to
fight for their freedom.

Our land is inhabited by men and women who have escaped
religious persecution in foreign lands. We are a nation of hope
and of freedom for those denied their liberty.

Nearly 200 years after our independence, we have a moral
obligation to tell the leaders of the Soviet Union that the
American people have not abandoned their conviction that
Soviet Jews be granted their freedom.

We must tell the leadership of the Soviet Union that the
United States is unwilling to sign agreements with them if they
deny Americans the right to postal and telephone communication
with their brothers and sisters in Russia.

And we must tell Soviet leaders that detente means more
than financial credits to help Soviet industry.

Detente must mean the free flow of ideas between our two
nations. And it must mean that religious and cultural supplies
from the American Jewish community should be allowed to be sent
to the Soviet Jewish community.

We must tell the leadership of the Soviet Union that the
American people want to know why a superpower is afraid of a
Jewish prayer book.

We want to know why this superpower feels that it must
outlaw the study of the Torah or the observance of the Sabbath.

Why is the Soviet Union so afraid of the timeless truth
of your heritage that it will send men and women to prison if
they dare teach this heritage to their children?

I have been to the Soviet Union many times.

I have met with the fearless leaders of the Jewish
underground. I have marveled at their tenacity and the depth
of their dedication. They have risked their lives for the cause
of human freedom.



How can we as a free people not join in their struggle?

We cannot, we must not, we will not abandon them in their
hour of need.

Every time I go to the Soviet Union I express to the
Soviet authorities the outrage and concern of the American people.
I have told Mr, Brezhnev, Mr. Kosygin, and Mr. Gromyko what all
of us today must tell them about their Jewish citizens:

Let them live as Jews or let them leave as Jews.
It is as simple as that.

And when the Jews of the Soviet Union leave, we must insure
that they can go to a secure and strong state of Israel.

Despite the talk of reappraisal, despite the doubts and
worries, I want to assure you that the Congress of the United
States and the American people are not about to turn their
backs on Israel,

Israel is more than the only democracy in the Middle
East.

It is more than America's most faithful ally in that
troubled corner of the world.

It is the embodiment of a people's dream -- a dream from
which Americans of all faiths draw inspiration.

The Jews of the Soviet Union yearn to become a part of this
dream.

Today we must pledge our support, and we must pray for
the day when Soviet Jews will be able to give thanks to the
God of their fathers in the land of their fathers.

As Americans and free people we can do no less.
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