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REMARKS BY SENATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

JACKSON FOR PRESIDENT FUNDRAISER 

Washington, D.C. 

May 13, 1975 

You are here this evening because you care about who will 
be the next President of the United States. 

All of us are firmly committed to one goal: that a Democrat 
must occupy the White House after January 20, 1977. 

You believe, as do I, that the 1976 presidential election 
will be among the most important in American history. And you 
are seeking standards by which to judge the many contenders. 

Too often, it seems, we fall prey to standards chosen 
for us by our friends in the media. They usually come up with 
candidate qualifications that are more suitable for show 
business -- crowd appeal, charisma, and controversy -- than 
for achieving just and humane government. 

Yet we passively accept these standards in choosing a 
person whose Presidency will ultimately succeed or fail for 
totally different reasons. 

If I were you, given what has taken place in the White 
House since 1969, I would look for some other standards 
this time around. I would want to know a great deal about a 
candidate's record on protecting personal liberties and human 
rights. 

In 1976 I would want to be absolutely certain that our 
country's most precious possession -- the personal freedoms of 
each citizen -- is inviolate from any governmental invasion. 

The long and difficult job of rebuilding public trust in 
government must begin with this reaffirmation of the principles 
enshrined in-IKe Bill of Rights. 

But it is a curious fact of American political life that 
what often is most important receives the least attention. 

I suggest to you this evening that much more attention 
should be directed to the remarkable record of Senator Henry 
Jackson in advancing and protecting the human freedoms of 
every American citizen. 

I know very well that over the course of a long political 
career, one's perspectives and beliefs about certain issues 
often change greatly. I've always thought that this can be 
evidence of a healthy and inquiring mind that refuses to be 
bound by the beliefs of another time. That's healthy in a 
public official. 

But nothing could be more dangerous than vacillation or 
change when it comes to protecting human freedoms. 

You have nothing to fear from Scoop Jackson. 

I know. I was there. I remember that in the late 1940's 
and early 1950's, long before civil rights was a winning 
issue, Scoop Jackson was standing in the front ranks of 
those who were fighting for even the most limited victories: 
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to abolish the poll tax; 

to abolish segregated hospitals built with federal funds; 

to create a civil rights division in the Department of 
Justice; 

-- to establish a federal civil rights commission. 

Scoop Jackson was there when the major victories of the 
mid-60's finally were achieved: 

equal access to public accommodations; 

equal opportunity in jobs and housing; 

meaningful guarantees, enforced by the federal government, 
of the right to vote; 

and all the other landmark victories that ended legalized 
discrimination in American life. 

Those were the headline victories. But there were others 
that~ from the perspective of recent presidential history, 
loom large. And, once again, Scoop Jackson was there. 

During the early 1950's, for example, Scoop stood among 
a handful of House members who voted to abolish the Un-American 
Activities Committee -- a step that finally has been taken by 
the present Congress. 

And how many of you remember that in 1956 Scoop Jackson, 
then a freshman Senator from Washington, voted to create a 
special congressional watchdog committee to oversee the Central 
Intelligence Agency? The proposal lost by better than a 
two-to-one margin. But suppose Scoop had won that battle? What 
a difference that might have made. 

In 1959, Scoop Jackson was opposing student "loyalty oaths" 
as a requirement for receiving National Defense Education Act 
loans. 

All of us, today, are much more familiar with Scoop Jackson's 
courageous stand in behalf of human and religious freedom 
around the globe -- in countries that flagrantly deny those 
rights to religious and ethnic minorities. I salute him for 
his courage and determination in this difficult battle. 

This is not a record hastily assembled for the presidential 
campaign. It is a record compiled over more than three decades 
of public service. And, it is a record that tells you something 
about the character of this outstanding American. 

It is with the greatest personal pleasure that I present 
him to you now -- my good and dear friend -- Senator Henry 
Jackson of Washington. 

# # # # # 
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~OU ARE HERE THIS 

BE THE NEXT PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

~ALL OF US ARE FIRMLY COMMITTED TO ONE GOAL: THAT A DEMOCRAT 

MUST OCCUPY THE WHITE HoUSE AFTER JANUARY 20, 1977. 

~You BELIEVE, AS DO [, THAT THE 1976 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 

WILL BE AMONG THE MOST IMPORTANT IN AMERICAN HISTORY~D YOU 

ARE SEEKING STANDARDS BY WHICH TO JUDGE THE MANY CONTENDERS. 

~00 OFTEN, IT SEEMS, WE FALL PREY TO STANDARDS CHOSEN 

FOR US BY OUR ~DS IN THE ~D!-A~HEY USUALLY COME UP WITM 

CANDIDATE QUALIFICATIONS THAT ARE MORE SUITABLE FOR SHOW 

BUSINESS CROWD APPEAL, 
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TREASONS. 

~ IF I WERE YOU, GIVEN WHAT HAS TAKEN PLACE IN THE WHITE 

HoUSE SINCE 1969, I WOULD LOOK FOR SOME OTHER STANDARDS 

~ ~u.,,(t.J,..,.. •· eo<~ = TIME AROUND/\ I WOULD W~T TO KNOW A GREA~ D!lt. AB~ Z\ 

CANDIDATE'S RECORD ON PROTECTING PERSONAL LIBERTIES AND HUMAN --
RIGHTS. 

~ 
~N 1976 I WOULD WANT TO BE ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN THAT OUR 

COUNTRY'S MOST PRECIOUS POSSESSION -- THE PERSONAL F~EDOMS OF 
4 --.. 

EACH CITIZEN IS INVIOLATE FROM ANY GOVERNMENTAL INVASION. 

.. c:::.---- - =;;;;;o-:= or· .. 
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~ THE LONG AND DIFFICULT JOB OF ~EBUILDJNG PUBLIC TRUST IN 

GOVERNMENT MM[I BEGIN WITH THIS REAFFIRMATION OF THE PRINCIPLES 
• ---=-

ENSHRINED IN THE BILL OF RIGHTS. 

~ BUT IT IS A CURIOUS FACT OF AMERICAN POLITICAL LIFE THAT 

WHAT OFTEN IS MOST IMPORTANT RECEIVES THE LEAST ATTENTION. 
E > 

~~SUGGEST TO YOU THIS EVENING THAT MUCH~ ATTENTION 

SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO THE REMARKABLE RECORD OF SENATOR HENRY 

JACKSON IN ADVANCING AND PROTECTING THE HUMAN FREEDOMS OF 

-~-- . -
EVERY MERICAN CITIZEN.-~tRL 

~ KNOW VERY WELL THAT OVER THE COURSE OF A LONG POLITICAL 

CAREER, ONE'S PERSPECTIVES AND BELIEFS ABOUT CERTAIN ISSUES 
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OFFICIAL. 

~NOTHING COULD BE MORE DA~EROUS THAN VACILLATION OR 

CHANGE WHEN IT COMES TO PROTECTING HUMAN FREEDOMS, -{)n~ ~ 

~OU HAVE NOTHING TO FEAR FROM SCOOP JACKSON, 

~I KNOW~AS THERE, I REMEMBER THAT IN THE LATE 1940's 

AND EARLY 1950's, LONG BEFORE CIVIL RIGHTS WAS A WINNING 
) 

I~EJ SCOOP JACKSON WAS STANDING IN THE FRONT RANKS OF 

THOSE WHO WERE FIGHTING FOR EVEN THE MOST LIMITED VICTORIES: 

TO ABOLISH THE POLL TAX; 

-- TO ABOLISH SEGREGATED HOSPITALS BUILT WITH FEDERAL FUNDS; 



-5-

-- TO CREATE A CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION IN THE DEPARTMENT OF 

JUSTICE; 

-- TO ESTABLISH A FEDERAL CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION, 

~~p JAC~N WAS THERE WHEN THE MAJOR VICTORIES OF THE 

-
MID-60's FINALLY WERE ACHIEVED: 

EQUAL ACCESS TO PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS; 

-- EQUAL OPPORTUNITY IN JOBS AND HOUSING ; 

--MEANINGFUL GUARANTEES, ENFORCED BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, 

OF THE RIGHT TO VOTE; 

-- AND ALL THE OTHER LANDMARK VICTORIES THAT ENDED LEGALIZED 

DISCRIMINATION IN AMERICAN LIFE, 
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~OSE WERE THE HEADLINE VICTORIES~UT THERE WERE OTHERS 

.. 
THAT, FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF RECENT PRESIDENTIAL HISTORY, 

LOOM LARGE, AND, ONCE AGAIN, SCOOP JACKSON WAS THERE. - * --

~DURING THE EARLY 1950's·; FOR EXAMPLE, ~00,: STOOD AMONG 

A HANDFUL OF HOUSE MEMBERS WHO VOTED TO ABOLISH THE UN-AMERICAN 

ACTIVITIES CoMMITTEE -- A STEP THAT FINALLY HAS BEEN TAKEN BY 

THE PRESENT CONGRESS, 

~AND HOW MANY OF YOU REMEMBER THAT IN 1956 SCOOP JACKSON, 

THEN A FRESHMAN SENATOR FROM WASHINGTON, VOTED TO CREATE A .. - .~ 

SPECIAL CONGRESSIONAL WATCHDOG COMMITTEE TO OVERSEE THE CENTRAL .. sz 

INTELLIGENCE AGENCY? THE PROPOSAL LOST BY BETTER THAN A 

~0-TO-ONE M~RGI~ BUT SUPPOSE SCOOP HAD W~ THAT BATTLE? WHAT 

A DIFFERENCE THAT MIGHT HAVE MADE. 

-·------------------~~ 
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eN 1959, SCOOP JACKSON WAS OPPOSING STUDENT "LOYALTY OATHS" 

AS A REQUIREMENT FOR RECEIVING NATIONAL DEFENSE EDUCATION AcT 

LOANS. 

~ 

~LL OF US\ TODA\, ARE MUCH MORE FAMILIAR WITH SCOOP JACKSON'S 

-
COURAGEOUS STAND IN BEHALF OF HUMAN AND RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

AROUND THE GLOBE -- IN COUNTRIES THAT FLAGRANTLY DENY THOSE -
RI~TS TO R~IGIOU~ AND ETHNIC MINORITIE~ I SALUTE HIM FOR 

HIS COURAGE AND DETERMINATION IN THIS DIFFICULT BATTLE. 
-~ .............-- ..... .. 

~THIS Js NOT A RECORD HASTILY ASSEMBLED FOR THE PRESIDENTIAL 

~MPAIGNt(IT IS A ~RD COMPILED OVER~ORE THAN THREE DECADES 

~F PUBLIC ~RV~~AND, IT IS A RECORD THAT TELLS YOU SOMETHING 

ABOUT THE CHARACTER OF THIS OUTSTANDING AMERICAN. 



T PERSONAL PLEAS E THAT I PRESENT 

+~ 
..J:;L.l-1$ I ' • ji' Mr9W -- MY GOOD AN• , R FRIEND -- SENATOR HENRY 

--------~ 
JACKSON OF WASHINGTON. 

# # # # # 
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