REMARKS BY SENATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY
DEDICATION OF WRIGHT COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM
Buffalo, Minnesota

May 18, 1975

I am pleased to be with you today to mark the opening and
dedication of the Wright County Historical Museum. I know how
much effort the citizens of Wright County have put forward to

create a museum which would preserve and pass on our marvelous
history.

I share your hopes that this museum not only will be a
storing place for the artifacts of our past, but also a place
of learning and research to guide our future.

As our nation begins to celebrate the 200th Anniversary of
its founding, I am particularly pleased by the efforts in our
own state of Minnesota to make this celebration a meaningful
and joyous event. Nothing could be more appropriate than your
efforts here in Wright County to build a living memorial to the
past.

I can recall with great pleasure the many stories about the
county's beginnings -- stories of adventurous settlers who
found their way to Wright County even before it was opened to
development, and stories of the original Indian settlements.

One of my favorite stories is that of the Republican cannon.
It was built in 1896 by George Magoon Drake, a staunch
Republican, and was fired only on holidays and on the election
of Republican Presidents. The Republicans hid the cannon's
muzzle in a barrel of beans so the Democrats couldn't herald
the election of Grover Cleveland.

Even back in those days the Republicans were trying to
hide things from us Democrats. But, I guess we can't be too
hard on them -- after all, the county was named after a
Democrat.

Seriously, though, our county is rich in the history that
has made our nation a great and strong land. The Indians of
Wright County gave this area its first settlements. The
European settlers brought their cultures, religions, and trades
with them, and turned "Big Woods'" as this land originally was
called into a thriving agricultural community.

People of many nationalities and many religious faiths lived
happily side by side in Wright County. They lived through
many hardships -- the hardships of the pioneering era, a
financial panic in 1857, bad weather and locust storms, a two-
year Indian war, the Wright County War, the Civil War, the
First World War, the Second World War -- and through it all
they remained a strong people, and our county prospered.

Ours is a proud history and one that our young people
should be taught, so that the spirit which made this land strong
can be nurtured by them.

I don't think I need to emphasize to people in Wright
County the importance of history. Since the beginning of
Wright County, the people of the county have preserved and
passed on our heritage and history to younger generations.

In 1868, less than 14 years after the arrival of the first
permanent settler, Wright County's first historical society was
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established. This society, called the 0ld Settlers Association,
met once a year to renew old friendships and talk of the days
gone by.

It was the Society's idea that a Wright County Historical
Society be formed to publish a complete and well-bound history
of the county. Although these old settlers never completed
their project, they provided the inspiration for our modern
Historical Society and this county's historical museum.

It took us a few years to put new life back into the dreams
of the original 01d Settlers Association, but we have done it.
Starting in 1967 with only a handful of people, our county
historical society has grown to 500 people.

Today, as a bicentennial project, the Society and the
county's historian are compiling a new county history,
Committees are at work on over fifty subjects, spanning the
horizon from Liquor and Temperance to Architecture and the
Ku Klux Klan.

I understand that Representative Bob McEachearn and former
Representative Steve Szarke are hard at work on a Political
History of Wright County. Well, when they get to current
history, I'd be happy to sit down with them and give them
some information on Wright County politics.

And young people are pitching in. I understand that the
Junior Historians have been of great help to the County
Bicentennial Committee in compiling the county history,

I am especially pleased to be here today with all my
friends to dedicate this county historical museun. Only one
thing could give me as much pleasure -- that would be to help
dedicate the new museum which we will be building across the
lake. If our fundraising activities are successful, that should
not be too long from now.
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AND YOUNG PEOPLE ARE PITCHINQ_IN‘ | UNDERSTAND THAT THE
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JuNIOR HISTORIANS HAVE BEEN OF GREAT HELP TO THE COUNTY

BIcENTENNIAL COMMITTEE IN COMPILING THE COUNTY HISTORY,

l [ AM ESPECIALLY PLEASED TO BE HERE TODAY WITH ALL My
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