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You do not have to be reMin~erl that •·.r e 8.re heavily into 
the bicentenni~l season. 

I s us·,ect that scarcely a conT'lencelT!ent sneec~1 Hill be 
·~elivere d this year and next tl 1 Clt does not extol t!!e virtues 
associated ·-.~ i th our country's ~o ;:-; ent of i nderyendencc. ·· 

'''ell, "'\ark this sneech do~·m 1s an cxc0ntion -- almost. 

'''i thout question, the lessons of t:"lose revolutionary tirnes 
are i~portant. I have no douht t ~ at Aneric~ns can -- and will -­
learn ~uch o~ value in co~nrehen~in" an ~ overccrnin~ our current 
a~enda of natinnal proble~s. 

But t ~ere is a ti~e in early Anerican history that is 
even l"1ore relevant than the revolutionary neriocl to our nresent 
circumstances. Desryite the nrchlc~s that t ~ e first Anericans 
faced in severinq our coloninl ties · · ·~. t h r;reat Bri tai11, this 
l'listoric decision 1i C'S nade easier' bv th.e r ,~ ~lization t 11at at 
last Am: rica's destinv 1.;ould be hE'r 01·m. 

Tl1e slate '"as clean. The injustices that caused the 
revolution uere over. It Has a MOMent o ~ hone, exDectation, 
and near e uphoria for our rev0lutionarv lea~ers. -

lfo1•! ci\_f"eren t it N:J.S a decane later. 

T! e uni tv that bound the st:ltes to(J 0 ther durinfl' t~-: e 
'·:ar of Inden endence had all but vanis~. e 1

• ': tr1tes '"ere re,"'ardin~ 
each othe~ c>.s sof<'e thing a}: in to for~i(Tn no•·;ers. Cor.Y~erce was 
nearlv at a standstill: Accusations anrl rccririnations 
resounde d in Con(Jress, and The Articles of Confederation 
c f fe re d no sys te~·~ for res o 1 vi n " these bit t.er c isl)utes. 

The ontimisJ'Tl ann confiilence that l n.1 1T'. C11':~fl our exper.inent 
in s e 1 f- fTOVe rnmen t h 1.d all hut vani shc·1. /\ 1-e de ra 1 convent ion 
~ ·: ::ts callen for ' 'ay, 1787, to conc;i (~P-r f-J ),.. th~ Articles could 
~e l"'ad.e to , . or~~: . '3 ut ,Tares ' !a ,4ison voi_cc r1 nrave r1ou"Jts as 
to t ~1e prob:tble outcone of t 1d .s !Yat1; er in o. 

Tn 17 87 he "Tote: ' ... · ~ o ver~r SA:'."'U .i.nc- e x"'ectatio71s 
tln ,,rel1 'tie indulged. The nrob;.1~le ?. iver~ i tv of o;)inions ann 
rHeiud i ces ... renrlers the ·issue totallv uncert:tin. T~e 
exi~tin(J ~~~~rrass~ents an~ l"'ortal diseases of the Confe~eracv 
+cq·n t 11e only fYround o~ l'lope, that a STii r.i t of concession on 
~ 1 1 s i ? ·"' s c "" '1 v ~ e o· rod u c e d b v the o en era 1 c ~ ~ fl n s . . . : ; ' ' 

A ,_.e ~ r (~ arl ier, r,eoroe Hash in (Jton hflrl ur(Jed r. is count ry!"len 
to roc~s their attention on the ~roader nurposes o+ t ~ eir 
cor'lr on en de aver. '! e Fret e: "L~ t nre i '..ld ic e s , un rc .1s onn '11 e 
je3lousies ~ and local interests vicl ~ .... Let us look to 
our national c!1aracter, and tn thi !i fTS beyoncl the present 
l'ioment. :''o !"lorn ever da,.med 11'ore favC'ra}) 1 v tl1an ours did: and 
no day '·:as ever !!lore clouded than the pres e nt. '''iscoT'l and rrood 
exa~nles are n~cessarv at this tine to rc~cue the nolitical 
nachl.ne fro""! the i ;:;penrHn .C! storM." 

The political crisis t~at len to t~ c Fe4eral fonvention 
of 1787 ~nd ulti~ately nroduced the Constitution tested t~e 
A~erican character to a f:u rreater riefYree th~n the '·Jar o+. 
Indenendence. And the nixture of desnair an~ self-confi~ence 
that ch-:1 rac teri zed the labors o-F t~:. e foundir.(J fathers d.urin~ 
the snrin~ and sunrner of 17R7 in Philarlelnhia is a far 
closer apnroxi~ation of the attitudes that have b~en decisive 
throu<:Thout American hi.story. 
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'· h;J t CO'.lr se cJj .--1 t 1 ~ (' {0Un ·1 i.na f.qt 1'C' T' "" C' r· l]o•J? 1 ~ CS'1itc t~eir 

l'onur-ental (1 i+.cerences c+ oDini<':l ::1.ncl int ! ·~"cst 7 
it H 8 S never 

on e oc- (lp,+0a tisn or rliscournrre,..,cr,t. 

To +- ' ·t 0 CO!ltrarv , t l~ e fnt.m,~ers Sf'~_": 0 i~ t ::" "10rcnt to rL·s i.r. p_ 

a new s vste~ of "<'Vernncnt c a~ah le o~ ~rj~ " i~rr orrler ~ n ~ justice 

t r. t h e L' n i ted S t q t e s . 

T t ~as :, e en noted t ; ~ e1 t t 11 e rl e 1·" "at 0 s to t he 1= e r1 ~ r :=t 1 

Com'enti,...n e xceerle ,J t~. cir au tl ·. o ritv i n t ·l~ · _il\" t h is deci s ive 

ste n, for t h::'v h ad 1) een c 11arr-f' r1 onl y ,it~: ~ · ,cnr:linrr tt1e 

Article s of •"<) '1fe 0er :'l tion. Yet t hcv •·;(•rc 'Ji !linn to ris1·: tl:c" 

conscoue"'ces b-=cause t 1:cy u!l.rlerstood. t 1' >i': to (~o l ess •·.':tS to 

!1 .1} ~ e ,li :; so lution certain. 

It ·.-.' 15 t :! c founders' ~ ·! illi ncr~e:;s t o ri. s 1· • b uttressed 

by th ei r r. r> ti,isn 1 faith an r1 c n':'J i_,lcnce L1. t' l <.:; ult .i.~· : ate wi sr!o!'1 

of thei r actions, that s .:nreri t~ .-~ '-'nion - - sc .'lrcely a <~?cacl e 

8 :fter r: 11c Se;:"~::J. ration fror' Gre~t '3rit'lin. . 

It has been t hese t ~·-'0. c!u-t:rac t e ri s ti c:; --a sons~? of 

a rlve nture 1.nd a '·' illin!T!l.ess to r:isk , c or:'• ~-:~"!d ,., ;_th rl r.:1 tur e 

sel f -con fi~c~ce an •} opti~is~ - - th ~t historica lly h~ve heen 

at t1le r oo t s o+ t'• c }.r:•e ;jcan c '-",~ r,::tctr:> r. · 

1'2'-.tt r.ne ra re innre ·1 ient '·J a s 0ssen t :i.:1 1 ]n t he s nri_na <1 n r~ 

SU:"lJTI Cr of 1 7f'.7 in P1liJ. :-~ -llen!1irl· a '·l illinnness to co:r-nro!"i se 

o !1 ~ 11 c s u :, s t ."l n c e o-r t 1 ~ e n e;., Co '!1 :. t it u U n fl .• 

T1'.P c -: ·- n•r.r~i~~es 1- ,c t 1 ·'Pen ]::>.r ae qr,. . ~ s ·- ~'!.1 :::: tates , h r~ t ·- re en 

s t .". t~s c-.Y'l.c er'1e rl. nri"·~ri lv "'i t h ,.....anl !.r:lcturi.•:fT anr1 t~1 os~ 

c on c e TT' e : · · i t L n ~ r i_ c u 1 t u r c . · ·.r ,, r r n o t 0 ;J r: ~ J v r r> n c h c rl • ' · o r e t h a~ 

on cP t ~ •"' ~"n t e rnri se :"1~-:ost. . cnll<1nsr ''· p ~ · t t'' r:' :=tcri~OP.." ct nrl 

')i tt er:1css slo,!l v rl. r 2:in0d ~11 ''1'' n r; t' :r::- ~ 1 ~ 1 2'• 1. tc~ +0un r:' , :tu c :; 

t o r ·;(' i;- sur, r ise , t' , :' t c o ,..,n rcv-.,i.::;e S01 n t i.o .•:s co t.: l tl be 1w r.r-e:-e r1 

ou t an .' :lCCt~pte1. · · 

In t ~ : e s 1· .. 1do" of 1, .:_ :_: r ·"~ ' lr' 1 1)] ·-' J ;rr J 'c~ i rl'" in f.' r ;Jn]~ lin - ­

t ~ c n ~ 2 y e a r .:; 'J r. r, n (' - - c <l't" t. 11 r :' . t 1 ~ ; s ~·. ·: r i t 0 + ::1 c c 0 rn. " 0 ( 1 a t i 0 :!1. 

in ]liS ~1s to~·ic :-:cl <h·..,s s to t' t r:' ~nnvA 7't; '"l 'i Cl; t•;r th G fj n~l ~r af t 

!>H1 heen cono:]ete'.l 1r.d as th0. , 1 clc·~:1t:.'~; ...... .,.c f ;:: r:.•_' ' ' ' itl; t ~,; 

ultirate ~ ec ision ci: •:ltP. t 1·· e:r 0 r not -to c.;_, · :L 

r r i1n1d in. c:;a }·1 · . I con+ess t 11i1t T. r10 ·:ot eJ'1 t .i. .!'Clv approve 

of t h is Cn n. s ti ~- ·l t ion at nr c~;ent h•1t. s i. T . I <P'' r<) t su r e 1 s ~,aJ 1_ 

Tle':c r 21):-:-rove it. . . :·11-: cr1 v on <t~': ~r·' i 1 l c a .:-"..u :-b c r oF ;r: r n to 

..,_ ~·"'~ t ':c ;'G_.,_·,qntaa e o + t >:e ir i oi11 t 'vic; : ~f' ·" . '/ OU in.evit:;~) l v 

--ass f i.l'l C. •dt \ t : ,o .sc- :;e:-·. all th ·'-ir nr ~'j P •l i c: c s . th ei r nCJ~ s i o ns , 

the i r e rr or s of o p ir1 i '1 ;.,_ ~ t ;.._ c ~ r 1 ()C .; 1 i. r: t- .~ re s t. s , and t t,_ e j_ r 

selfis h \·i rt·Js. r:-rom s11ch a~ 1 ~;s e n'1 lv C8..,..t n perfect pro (luction 

h c ex"·" c t e . ! ? . P· u s , I c n :1 $ ,.., ri t , s i r . t o t h. i s Con s t ;_ t 1.1 t i on 

'1 e cause T >: Xn i..'C ! rio better, ~n ·1 }> CC:"U .-:e 1 ;r~ not · s ur e t 11llt j t 

1c; n nt !:he- ~;ec;t 

I nP nt ion t 1, csc r·•rents sur r "'l""'ljnn t 1' '-~ ::r itiJ1n of t !-: c 

,,or:s titut ion 1-, eC;=tl.l C..C' T 1·· eli ·:' "f? ~ ::cv ~rc- :''t t 1'.e he~r t of 

':::cric ;1 1 S c0ntinuirln c:vner:ir1o~tt in ~, 1-r - ,.. nvcrn ~r: nt - - .:1 

· -~ lin,. :' ec: ~ to ri s1z > to n i.0 n~'> e r -- :.1 s•::>'l"".t' nf ont ; ;.,i.s ;: (l :ld 

sel f -c0 n~ i 1 encc -- n cnnncitv ~0r c0~nrnr i s c ~~d acco~n o ~ a t i.on. 

T~_;-J :-' ·· n ·' -~ ·~ :->. in, t '1 esc t'1r e0 ch<lr .'lci: '-:.' ri s U~s ';ave '·y·t)1•r.h t 

n s t h r o • 1 (T t.., nat ion<: 1 t r i a l s 1 n · ·1 r1 ~ f .r i c ul t i. :'.' s f ar ,... o r c i r· "> o s in -~ 

t 11::1 r , ;mv t~i prr t~1a t confront ~ 1.1:- to :l;Jv. 

'l:t c is t ~ro nte -~ to recite ::t l:i. t. P'1Y o·· n n t ·io!lal n ·1.versi tv. 

':'
1 . c r c •.·.'e r e seces s innist l"""ovr....,cnts i n t l·.e e11.rly 1'='01s, lon <: 

l, c•orP. t :1e Civjl ,.,a r. The fir s t r:hi0f o-F (" taff o+ tl :C' tr . ~ . 

Ar !"' 'T cr .1s accuse :~ of b e ing in tt:0 n .;.y rof t he ~n:ln]sh Er.ne ror. 
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~ ·'e had corruption and land scnn-inls. I r~ri'•rants to our shores 
were her1e~ ionether in our cities, cxnloited . and su~jecterl 
to violence and discri~ination. 

, .,<." 5.nvadecl ·:exico in an acto~ 0nen n<:r~"res-;ion, :tTld , .,~ 

.f.ou~'1t 11 "11oodv an (~ nearlv cat~. stro"'l1· ic Civil '·rar. tore created 
a cruE'l P..nd viciou3 c:1ste . svster. in the ;_1ftcrrat~1 of this Har, 
an d for .fully a centurv naintai~e~ a svstP~ of le~allv sanctioned 
cxnlni tatir.m of hlacJ:s · an -~ ot~er "'inor ·:. tiP s . 

· · ~ ~~:10 nest-Civil ,.,ar corruntion, t!1e rare of our natur.:-1.1 
resources, the plunderinr of lanA anrl nconle hy the railroad 
barons . T,_e industrial revolution !:1r()UCT:-tt h11rre trusts and 
rononolics that functione ~-l •d_ th littlE' r c,.::t r rl for the oublic 
inter~st. Children '!ere expl0 i te l 1n s•·reat s h nps and factories. 

•··e refuse (~ tc join t~1e Le:·:'l"'Ue o£ '-!ations anrl closed our 
eyes to !!i tl e r's incr~ ' 1 ible inhu~:1anitv ~o· ··anl ~urone 's Je~·rs . 
' ·!e lived throu(Th a r;reat Denrcs5ion th :l t l:lrcurr'1.t our . econonic 
syste~ to the brink of coll~n s~ . 

1-'e fou~ht a traaic NPT in VietnJ."l, 

All t~is and ~ore is nnrt of , our historv. 

Rut if 1-!e are honest ~·Ii th ours ~ l ves, •ve also ~ust 
re cn~nize that t 11e attitudes an0 beliefs t1lat save rJ the 
Fe~eral Cnnvention of 1787 · ~Yis ted con currently with . this 
C:arker s i :1c of t 1le l'·r..erican c: ~ Clr~. ctcr. 

'·' r survi 'red these adversities and pro rr ressed as a free 
T':=!tion '"' ,risk-in .~~ rrrently, by r('ta i. ninf. our sclf-cbnfi r1 ence 
3.:-H-l cYr timisJ"'l , ~nd by col"'T.l!OrisinfT H''at Sf·Ci".ed to he totallv 
hostil e rtnd inco~"1n:!ti~)lc T)O:!llt s o-f vj_ ~· · ' . 

As ::t r ?.s ul t, +:he inj~1stice s "C"rP r0ote·d ont, our der.ocracy 
ref inr:-d, a:td the security and hnn-:1iness of our peopl e ::idvancccl. 

On t 1:c one hand, t 1,_cre is 
be exneri ~ncinr a funda~ent ~ ~ 
1.nJ o :.1 t 1 oo1: . 

' . 
c ~ f.l.n -,.,~ 1 ~"' 

evi c1 enc l'; t1·. at "<f> !"'av 
our nation ~ l aitit~de 

' · e -:in d ours e 1 v e s i n a n ~ t i on .'1.1 ,., n n ~ that i s b o t :' 
r e ticent ::tn~ ne .rrntive. ''1e kno• • t oo f'\an v •1cnnlc todav '"ho , .. ,~nt 
to plav it ~::: .qfe -- '·:ho avo irl ndn:'~".t:trc> _ in their l ives anrl 

-'~are t:!! S - - vho are Unl·!illinr: to t rv sn ·"'e t]i i n(l nel-J. Thjs is 
true i::-1 ~( 1 uc:1tion. It is true in cornorate li ~ e. And it 
surelv is true in povernnent . 

• ~'> I' -.-. . • ~~·t. , ..... • ' _.';< ~ £ 

!:verv oni ni~J n " noll -' tells ·.ts o+ t' ,_,~ nu1;lic's (Trm·.'i'1~ 
cynicis :-' and disenchantment ~d th all of societv's institutions: 
the f' re s ~ : ' ency > Conrrcss, the cmp·ts . h u si~1ess, the church, 
t :v~ et~ucational est 3blishiient, and s0 0:1 (lo1·rn. the li'1e . 

• ·'1: e :r ~ i s the s 0 :~ s e o ~ on t i r · i s ~, H n :-~ so 1 f- c o :n f i '1 en c e that 
al"Ia: .. ' s h~s set Ai"e rica anart fr0r• ot' ·_er n .1ti..ons? 

.ll.n.--l. fi'1Clllv . 1-re encounter r1 nn'1'~inrr nn~ ·ril15. nr:-n,~ss to 
accen~ t~e C0"nro~ises an~ accnm~oA~ticns t ~a t ultjm~t ~ ly 
ner~it ~nation of t~is si!e and diversity ~o function. 

Th e sense of CO!'l:""Unity t 11:1t r.1.'' r: s COI"'l?"Jro'!'!!.ise nnssihle 
see,....s tf' ~e e}:)binrr a• -; nv. Tn it s nl:J.ce •..;e e11countcr a very 
nir;tu r~jn" trend tm·I~rd seJJ-;:~nora'lili-::e~•en t -- a rleter:>1ination 
t o lo<:::: out for ~ 't.~T'1~)er One, ror:ardlesc; o~= <1ll other co:r! r: irlcrations . 

.. .. 
·,". ,.'· 
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T~is is the picture of A~erica that incre asinnly dominates 
tht" rass rreoia nnd, I susnect, it is a nicture t~1at r ~ ore ?.nd 
Po re A~ericans believe to · b~ accurAte. 

:': ut is j t? I reco1rni ze it as only a n :nt inl and very 
incomplete ~icture of the Uni tcrl ~t a t es I l·no··: . 

nne of the "lOSt un'-ortunate habjts o~ t 1 ~ ~ Mass pcdia 
Motivate ~. 1 1 ~ sure. by a desir~ for obiectivitv an~ 
independence -- is ~ constant r~netitinri o~ nur national 
an d individual shortcorinns. 

" y concern is t~·at t'1e Clutv to cxnosr> cr.rruntion and 
abuse of no•-r er to nrobe for shnrtco,...,ir.ns :=md iniP ~ tice 
in our society is not balancc ~1 in tt.~ P. "'lass !"e(Ua hv 
renorts of t 11c ot l1 er A'"'1erica that l"oc;t o-r us cncounte:- rlailv 
-- .":\n -~-m. er :! ca o~ C0!1! ;) ~ ssion, o+ coura~e nnrl connitnt:>nt, of 
self-sRcri f ice. 

T'tere is another s i ·.~e to the · -·~"i!1erica:1 c! w racter that He 
seldom fin~-renorteci in th~ pr0ss or co'.'erc ·1 '-1• · tel'evision. 
'?e exnerience this c"-rerica in our or·rn lives, anrl ,.,e s e e it in 
our co!';:mn i ~i c s. 

It is an AMerica that onenly ac1:nm-Jle..lf' e c; failures and 
i~perfections -- as this countrv surelv ~i~ in Vietnan -­
~ui that also recornizes ou~ countrv's cnntinuinn abilitv 
to learn fro !"'! !"'ista~ : es -- to becof1e T"c,-re fnP.'Ilr11-lookinrr in 
th A a f ter~~ th of defeat -- to us e ad v8rs i ty as an in s tru~ent 
for p ro r rc s s. 

'\ 

T~ es e . surelv were t~e attitudes t ~at sus tained our 
foun d inn + a t '~ ers in 17 3 7. i\nc t ~1 ov have h ' en recanturP r~ in 
the •·.·nn1s a!\ rl actir.r' s of all .... r cC'I t .:\ ~':'lf>rica:r! - lear1ers since then. 

I n~c<ill n::Jrt ·i.cu :: arlv t~e t>. dr.on~tic'~ 0r rran~~ lin n. 
,.,_oosevelt ~;; !,c· CJ~ SU"'l e r_l. t~'..e PrP S ~. r'l. e~cv r1 u r i_n "r 0!1e of the 
n~. tion's da -r 1 ~ est !i our.s. ' !e s1i_·1 : :·'Jnr cnun-::-rv n0e '~S holcl. , 
nersistent 2xue r ir. e ntation . Tt i s c0~~nn s en s e to take a 
nethorl a!1 d trv it . I f it f~ il ~ , ~~~ it it rr~ nt lv anrl tr• 
:mother. : :.1t ao ove all , trv so J"'et 1 · i_ n -~ . ' ' 

It <1. lso w<ls ,.,nos e v c lt -.,·, o o" s orvc rl · ·· ·~'! e onlv li:"lj t to 
our re ~l iz a tio:1 o-F ton.. o rro~-" ~ ·ril l l)e ou r • 1 o · ,~..,ts 0-t:' t o r~?.y. q 

"f 'l.,_is. Gt titude, J trulv l).~ J1ev ·"'. i ~. o;;_ ;> nf t 1 ! P. e s sent i ~l 
:lTi'frr~ --~ i-:- nts :i.n huilclin f" n natinn t h 8.t me ,..ttc; our nri rle i1n d 
that c on'!ands our p'1rtici'1P.tio"1 <'! n .--1 s•tn '"J 0rt. 

1'' E> l i _y,c _. in ~ the ._ ~vorst ('()[ ti"'.e s, ~u·t al :; o in the .be.st .of 
ti Pes. ...,ut t ~~ at · alrnos t ahn:~ .. ys h2s ~een ·t ru ~ in AllericQ. 

Each oencration has fou~~ it s elf confronted with nre a t 
ch~ll e nnes and ~reat on~nrtu"iti~~. Each ~encration h~s faced 
the sane 2oub ts an~ di~courar~~ e~t that M ~ nv of you experience 
and t~at today occup y so nro~ine~t a ~lace in our national life. 
3ut eac!1 !Y ·:: :-:e ration ha.s !!~de it .c; contribution . 

. -'"'.nd a~ f rl' t'1 C' Hr country's ·~ ~rliest "'o r ents, the lvi.llin~ness 
to risk, s unnorted by a rol-,ust s e l-'--confi •.~e nce :1nd faith, 
tc•Tpere c 1::-v a can1.ci tv to cor..,roni ~~ , l:~ve 1H; en t1··e r

1 ecisi ve 
:::1ctor r.: ir> sustainin,. the A-,erL:e.-:1. ex~e-ri,...8 ,..'t. 

tt i5 t'le realizatio'!l of' t1~ rosf'> <:ualiti t'S i~ vour lives 
anrl n ~onn v~ur ~enerati o '!l of ftmerica~s t h Pt , once RPRin, 
vill rl_,?c i 1 e the issuP.. 

• J ' 

"~• 
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But let us c~erish no illusions. T~e future, as ab~ays, is 
uncert ain and dan~erous, even as our spirit is brir~1t and 
resilient. 

John F. Kennedy said it well. Listen to his ~or~s: 
' Peace ?.nd freedoM do not cone cl)eao, and ·.;e are flc->s tined 
-- all of us ~ere today-- to live out Most, if not all, of 
our li~res in uncertainty and challen(Tc an,1 peril." 

Join ~e in sayinP: So be it. 

#!t### 

'\ 

....... 
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~p{ll..u , >to-r A-4Jir.t.t ~ ~ ~ ~ 4/JI.L D .t ot-• ~ of-
""T ~~..;;f!l ~~-"l7~~ 

~~-~~~~I~.~~-
~vou DO NOT HAVE TO BE REMINDED THAT WE ARE HEAVILY INTO 

---. 

THE BICENTENNIAL SEASON. 

SUSPECT THAT SCARCELY A COMMENCEMENT SPEECH WILL BE 

DELIVERED THIS YEAR AND NEXT THAT DOES NOT EXTOL THE VIRTUES 
-::;;..-- -- - ... ...__ 

ASSOCIATED WITH OUR COUNTRY's MOMENT OF INDEPENDENCE. 
Z!= I 

( WelL," MARK THIS SPEECH DOWN AS AN EXCEPTION -- ALMOST, 

~WITHOUT QueSTIONf THE LESSONS OF THOSE REVOLUTIONARY TIMES 

ARE IMPORTANT) I HAVE NO DOUBT THAT AMER.I CANS CAN -- AND WILL --
~ ~ -

LEARN MUCH OF VALUE IN COMPREHENDING AND OVERCOMING OUR CURRENT 

---
AGENDA OF NATIONAL PROBLEMS. 

( BUT THERE IS A TIME IN..;:.LY AMERICAN HISTORY THAT IS 

-
CIRCUMSTANCES, 

• 

-1-

711 - - --
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I DESPITE THE PROBLEMS THAT THE ~IRST AMERICANS 

F~D IN SEVERING OUR COLONIAL TIES WITH GREAT BRITAI~ THIS 

HISTORIC DECISION WAS MADE EASIER BY THE REALIZATION THAT AT - --
L~ST AMEJll.CA Is DS§JINY WOULD BE HER OWN I -
L_ THE SLATE WAS CLEANJ~ INJUSTICES THAT CAUSED THE 

REVOLUTION WERE OVER,IT WAS A MOMENT OF HOPE, EXPECTATION, !....!. ::::;> 

AND NEAR EUPHORIA FOR OUR REVOLUTIONARY LEADERS. 
' ' . =· 

~ J How DIFFERENT IT WAS A DECADE LATER, / 

A - "= '=== ' 

L, THE U~ THAT BOUND THE STATES TOGETHER DURING THE 

WAR OF INDEPENDENCE HAD ALL BUT VANISHED.LST:TES WERE REGARDING 

EACH OTHER AS SOMETHING AKIN TO FOREIGN POWERSi C~MMERCE WAS 

NEARLY AT A STANDSTILL&CUSATIONS AND RECRIM·I-NATIONS - - -
RESOUNDED IN CONGRESS~ THE A TICLES OF CONFEDERATION 

OFFERED NO SYSTEM FOR RESOLVING THESE BITTER DISPUTES; 
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~THE OPTIMI;M AND CONFIDENCE THAT LA~HED OUR EXPERIMENT 

IN SELF-GOVERNMENT HAD ALL BUT VANISHED~ FEDERAL CONVENTION 

WAS CALLED FOR MAY, 1787, TO CONSIDER HOW THE ARTICLES COULD 

BE MADE To woRK·.LBuT JAMEs MADI.SON voi.CED GRAVE DOUBTS AS 
. , ~----

TO THE PROBABLE OUTCOME OF THIS GATHERING. 
~ 

1787 HE WROTE: ". I I No VERY SANGUINE EXPECTATIONS 

CAN WELL BE INDULGED. THE PROBABLE DIVERSITY OF OPINIONS AND -
PREJUDICES ·, , , RENDERS THE ISSUE TOTALLY UNCERTAIN[!HE 

EXISTING EMBARRASSMENTS AND MORTAL DISEASES OF THE CONFEDERACY -
F~ THE ONLY GROUND OF HOPE) THAT A SPIRIT OF CONCESSION ON 

ALL SIDES MAY BE PRODUCED BY THE GENERAL CHAOS, II 
I I I 

72 
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L A YEAR EARLIE~)' GEORGE WASHINGTON HAD URGED HIS COUNTRYMEN 

TO FOCUS THEIR ATTENTION ON THE BROADER PURPOSES OF THEIR 

coMMON ENDEAVOR~ WROTE: KL;T P~EJU~IcEs) UNREASONABLE 

. . . . .. 

JEALOUSIES, AND LOCAL INTERESTS YIELD. I I I LET us LOOK TO 

OUR N~IONA"~. ~~ACT:RJ AND TO THINGS BEYOND THE PRESENT 

MOMENT~O ~N EVER D~ MORE FAVORABLY THAN OURS DID; AND 

EXAMPLES ARE NECESSARY AT THIS TIME TO ~UE THE fOLITI~AL 
J 

MACHINE FROM THE IMPENDING SLOR~.t/ ---
~ THE POLITICAL CRISIS THAT LED TO THE FEDERAL CoNVENTION 

• -
OF 1787 AND ULTIMATELY PRODUCED THE CONSTITUTION TESTED THE 
*' 4 • • t ij em - J 

AMERICAN CHARACTER TO A FAR GREATER DEGREE THAN THE WAR OF 

INDEPENDENCE. = ; - ., 

• p 1(1111' 
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~AND THE M~RE OF D~~R,AND SELF-CONFIDENCE 

THAT CHARACTERIZED THE LABORS OF THE FOUNDING FATHERS DURING - .. -
. . 

THE SPRING AND SUMMER OF 1787 IN PHILADELPHIA IS A FAR 

CLOSER APPROXIMATION OF THE ATTITUDES THAT HAVE BEEN DECISIVE 
~ ' - ~...., ...... - ====== ·-

THROUGHOUT AMERICAN HISTORYJ ---- .. * 
L WHAT couRsE DID THE FOUNDING FATHERs ___ Fo_L~ow? DESPITE THEIR 

I 

M~NUME~TAL DIFFERENCES OF OPINION AND INTERES~ IT WAS NEVER 

ONE OF DEFEATISM OR DISCOURAGEMENT. 

~ ~ l..l .. ,MJ, 
I ~ . ~ I 
~0 THE CONTRAR:s THE FOUNDER~SE~D THE M~NT TO ~SIG! 

=: 

A NEW SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT CAPABLE OF BRINGING ORDER AND JUSTICE 

TO THE UNITED STATES. 
..... ?F' ZZ • 
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L( IT HAS BEEN NOTED THAT THE DELEGATES TO THE FEDERAL 

CONVENTION EXCEEDED THEIR AUTHORITY IN TAKING THIS DECISIVE 
:r ... 

STE~ FOR THEY HAD BEEN C~ED ONLY WITH AMENDING THE 
= f~,o-.u-
A~IcLEs OF C9NFEDERATIOU~)THEY WERE WILLING TO~K THE 

CONSEQUENCES BECAUSE THEY UNDERSTOOD THAT TO DO LESS WAS TO - -- -
MAKE DISSOLUTION CERTAIN. ---
f.. IT WAS THE FOUNDERS' WILLINGN~S TO~R-IS .. ~~ BUTTRESSED 

z ~ 

BY THEIR OPTIMIS~~ F~ AND CONFIDENCE IN THE ULTIMeJE WISDOM 

OF THEIR ACTIONS, THAT SAVED THE UNION -- SCARCELY A DECADE 
-

- --· - .,.., en "* I - = 

AFTER THE SEPARATION FROM GREAT BRITAIN. 



-7-

~T HAS BEEN THESE TWO CHARACTERISTICS -- A SENSE OF 

ADVENTURE AND A WILLINGNESS TO RIS~ COMBINED WITH A MATURE 

SELF-CONFIDENCE AND OPTIMISM -- THAT HISTORICALLY HAVE BEEN . ... 

AT THE ROOTS OF THE AMERICAN CHARACTER. 
: zG 

a so 

L, BuT1~ M~E INGREDIENT WAS ESSENTIAL IN THE ~G AND 

-
. . . . . 

SUMMER OF 1787 IN PHILADLEPHIA: A WILLINGNESS TO COMPROMISE 
• ., -;;:=-== a., 

ON THE SUBSTANCE OF THE NEW CONSTITUTION • .... c t - , -, .. " ,.....,., 

!..!HE COMPROMISES BETWEEN LARG; AND S~AL:L STAT:v BETWEEN 

STATES CONCERNED PRIMARILY WITH MANUFACTURING A~p THOJE 
• -- ' --·"""'... pi 

C?NCERNED WITH AGRICULTURE~ WERE NOT EASILY REACHED!60RE THAN 

ONCE THE ENTERPRISE ALMOST COLLAPSED~BUT THE ACRIMONY AND 
p ""' --- I 0 .. 

BITTERNESS SLOWLY D~ED AWAY AS THE ~EGA)~ F~N~ MUCH 

TOFTHEIR SUR~ISE) THAT COMPROMISE SOLUTIONS COULD BE HAMMERED 

OUT AND ACCEPTED. 
Q re • 7% ; ;r =:=w' 
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. . . 

THE S~OW OF HIS REMARKABLE LIFE} BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 

THEN 82 YEARS OF AGE -- CAPTURED THIS SPIRIT OF ACCOMMODATION 

IN HIS HISTORIC ADDRESS TO THE CONVENTION AFTER THE FINAL DRAFT 
• nm :aa zMI' 

HAD BEEN COMPLETED AND AS THE DELEGATES WERE FACED WITH THE 
--

ULTIMATE DECISION OF WHETHER OR NOT TO SIGN. 

~FRANKLiN SAID: "I CONFESS THAT I DO NOT ENTIRELY APPROVE 

OF THIS CoNST~TUTION AT PRESENT.JBUTJ SIR, I AM~ S~E I SH~L 

NEVER APPROVE IT. I I I HEN YOU ASSEMBLE A NUMBER OF MEN TO 

HAVE THE ADVANTAGE OF THEIR JOINT WISDOM) YOU INEVITABLY 

A~LE WITH THOSE ~ALh THEIR PRE ""*ICES/ THEIR PASSIONS, 

THEIR ERRORS OF OPINION) THEIR LOCAL INTERES!&, AND ~R 

SELFISH VIEWS. 
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FROM SUCH AN ASSEMBLY CAN A P~CT PRODUCTION BE EXPECTED~ 

, , , THUS, I CONSENT, SIR, TO THIS CONSTITUTION - .... 
BECAUSE I EXPECT NO BETTER/ AND BECAUSE I AM NOT SURE T~AT I~ 

IS NOT THE BEST • , ·•· ·.-ltf ...... 

I MENTION THESE EVENTS SURROUNDING THE WRITING OF THE 

. . -

CoNSTITUTION BECAUSE I BELIEVE THEY ARE AT THE HEART OF --
AMERICA'S CONTINUING EXPERIMENT IN SELF-GOVERNMENT -- A 

.... - ;;=!L. 

WILINGNESS T~ RISK; T<::IONEER --_ A SENSE OF OPTIMISM AND 

SELF-CONFIDENCE -- A CAPACITY FOR COMPROMISE AND ACCOMMODATION·./ 

~ ~ A~D A~INJ THESE THREE CHARACTERISTICS HAVE BROUGHT 

US THROUGH NATIONAL TRIALS AND DIFFICULTIES FAR MORE IMPOSI NG --
THAN ANYTHING THAT CONFRONTS US TODAY. 
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LONE IS TEMPTED TO RECITE A LITANY OF NATIONAL AD~RSITY. 
--

~ERE WERE SECESSIONIST MOVEMENTS IN THE EARLY 18QQ~s) LONG 

BEFORE THE CIVIL WAR[! HE FIRST CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE U,S, 

ARMY WAS ACCUSED OF BEING IN THE ~y OF THE Sp~~~~~ E~PERO]J 

l:WE HAD CORRU!JION AND LAND SCANDALS~MMIGRANTS TO OUR SHORES -
WERE ~ERD!D TOGETHER IN OUR CITIES) EXPLOITED, AND SUBJECTED 

TO VIOLENCE AND DISCRIMINATlO~. 
- 5 • .. % 

1.-JE INVADED MExico IN !N '!;T OF oPEN AG.§~P~ AND wE 

FOUGHT A ~ODY AND NEARLY CATASTROPHIC CIVIL WAR~WE CREATED 

A CRUEL AND VICIOUS CASTE SYSTEM IN THE AFTERMATH OF THIS WAR, 
1 t 0 FT T3TZffi?R"FWZW 

f=llt 
AND~FULLY A CENTURY MA~INED A SYSTEM OF LEGt~Y S~CII~ED 

EXPLO~T~T.JON :?!: !LAC~S AND OTHER MINORITIES • 
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t( WE HAD POST-CIVIL AR CORRUPTIQ~ THE RAPE OF OUR NATURAL 

~SOURc:; 1 THE PLUNDERING OF LAND AND PEOPLE BY TH~ RAILRO~ 

BARONS~~E INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION BROUGHT HUGE TRUSTS AND 

MONOPOLIES THAT FUNCTIONED WITH LITTLE REGARD FOR THE PUBLIC 
..,_ I 

INTEREST/.. CHILDREN WE~ EXPLOITED IN_ SWEAT SHOPS AND FACTORIES, 

~ REFUSED TO JOIN THE :EAGUE ?F NAT_i~N~ AND CLOSED OUR 

EYES TO HITLER'S INCREDIBLE INHUMANITY TOWARD EUROPE'S JEWS ·. - em:< 76 ' HZ ' £ % X. 

~ E LIVED THROUGH A GREAT DEPRESSION THAT BROUGHT OUR ECONOMIC 

SYSTEM TO THE BRINK OF COLLAPSE. 

~WE FOUGHT A TRAGIC~AR ~N Y~~TNA~ 

' ~ALL TH~ AND MORE IS PART OF OUR HISTORY,& 
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~IF WE ARE HONEST WITH OURSELVEJr WE ALSO MUST 

RECOGNIZE THAT THE ATTITUDES AND BELIEFS THAT SAVED THE 

fEDERAL CoNVENTION OF 1787 EXISTED CONCURRENTLY WITH THIS 

. . . .. 

DARKER SIDE OF THE AMERICAN CHARACTER, ..., --
UE SURVI.VED THESE ADVERSITIES AND PROGRESSED AS A FREE 

N~ON BY RISKING GREATLY) BY RETAINING OUR SELF-CONFIDENCE 

AND OPTIMISM I AND BY C~M:ROMI]._I NG WHAT S~MED TO ,BE TO.l,ALLY 

HOSTILE AND INCOMPATIBLE POINTS OF VIEW. 

1-.,As A REsul) 1lt- INjUSTICES WERE ROOTED 0'!}1 

REFIN~J AND THE SECURITY AND HAPPINESS OF OUR_P_E_o_P_LE~A-D~VA~N~C_E_D, 

~ 
j Bur WHAT OF THE AMERICAN CHARACTER TODAY? ~ 1--\. q;:=; ... 7 
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6M==-R~~MiTHERE IS ABUNDANT EVIDENCE THAT WE MAY 

BE EXPERIENCING A FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE IN OUR NATIONAL ATTITUDE 

AND OUTLOOK, 

~WE FIND OURSELVES IN A NATIONAL MOOD THAT IS BOTH 

RETICENT AND NEGATIVE WE KNOW TOO MANY PEOPLE TODAY WHO WANT 

TO PLAY IT SAFE -- WHO AVOID ADVENTURE IN THEIR LIVES AND 

CAREERS-- WHO ARE UNWILLING TO TRY SOMETHING NEWJTHIS IS 

"\ ' 
TRUE IN EDUCATION, IT IS TRUE IN CORPORATE LIFE, AND IT 

SURELY IS TRUE IN GOVERNMENT, 

L.. EVERY OPINION POLL TELLS US OF THE PUBLIC ~S GROW~ 
CYNICISM AND DISENCHANTMENT WITH ALL OF SOCIETY'S INSTITUTIONS: 

• 2 WT?ZEVEM 

THE PRESIDENCY, CoNGRESS, THE COURTS, BUSINESS, THE CHURCH, _ _............,., tr _, .. 

THE EDUCATIONAL ESTABLISHMENT, AND SO ON DOWN THE LINE, .. , 
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/))..l ~ fli41--

~ WHERE IS THE SENSE OF OPTIMISM AND SELF-CONFIDENCE THAT 

ALWAYS HAS SET AMERICA APART FROM OTHER NATIONS? 

LND. F!NAI;!;;Y·, WE_ ENCOUNTER A GROWING UNWILLINGNESS TO 

ACCEPT THE COMPROMISES AND ACCOMMODATIONS THAT ULTIMATELY 
• • 

PERMIT A NATION OF THIS SIZE AND DIVERSITY TO FUNCTION, . ..., .. -... 
~E SENSE OF COMMUNITY THAT MAKES COMPROMISE POSSIBLE 

SEEMS TO BE EBBING MAY ~N ITS PLACE WE ENCOUNTER A VERY 

DISTURBING TREND TOWARD SELF-AGGRANDIZEMENT -- A DETERMINATION 

TO LOOK OUT FOR NUMBER ONE, REGARDLESS OF ALL OTHER CONSIDERATIONS . .... 

(THIS IS THE PICTURE OF AMER.JCA THAT JN~'!;A~JNGLY DOMINATES 

THE MASS MEDIA AND, I SUSPECT, IT IS A PICTURE THAT MORE AND 
.. ;: , 

. . 

MORE AMERICANS BELIEVE TO BE ACCURATE. 
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)._,BUT IS nl~ RECOGNIZE IT AS ONLY A fARIJAL AND VERY 

INCOMPLETE PICTURE OF THE UNITED STATES I KNOW. 

~ONE OF THE MOST UNFORTUNATE HABITS OF THE MASS MEDIA --

MOTIVATED) I'M SURE, BY A DESIRE FOR OBJECTIVITY AND 

INDEPENDENCE -- IS A CONSTANT REPETITION OF OUR NATIONAL 

AND INDIVIDUAL SHORTCOMINGS. 

~ MY CONCERN IS THAT THE~ TO EXPOSE CORRUPTION AND 

ABUSE OF POWER -- TO PROBE FOR SHORTCOMINGS AND INJUSTICE 
• l ik ~ 

IN OUR SOCIETY -- IS NOT BALANCED IN THE MASS MEDIA BY 

~ . --~-===--

REPORTS OF THE OTHER AMERICA THAT MOST OF US ENCOUNTER DAILY 
#£1 ' 

-- AN A!:ER I C~_.q~ £911P.ASS.I£!, OF COURAGE AND COMMI TM&.t'JT, OF 

~~ .. :p;;: 



I 
I 
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1-.J.HERE iS_ ANOTHER SIDE TO THE AMERICAN CHARACTER THAT WE 

SELDOM FIND REPORTED IN THE PRESS OR COVERED BY TELEVISION, -
z WE EXPERIENCE THIS AMERICA IN OUR OWN LIVES, AND WE SEE IT IN 

OUR COMMUNITIES, 

~IT IS AN AMERICA THAT OPENLY ACKNOWLEDGES FAILURE~ AND 
• 

-- AS THIS COUNTRY SURELY DID IN VIETNAM ---=s~?' 

BUT THAT ALSO RECOGNIZES OUR COUNTRY's CONTINUING ABILITY __ ..,_,. - , 

TO LEARN FROM MISTAKES -- TO BECOME MORE FORWARD-LOOKING IN 

THE AFTERMATH OF DEFEAT -- TO USE ADVERSITY AS AN INSTRUMENT 

FOR PROGRESS. 
- 7 

THE WORDS AND ACTIONS OF ALL GREAT AMERICAN LEADERS SINCE THEN. 
~ 
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1._1 RECALL PARTICULARLY THE ADMONITION OF FRANKL.IN D·.· ........ 

ROOSEVELT AS HE ASSUMED THE PRESIDENCY DURING ONE OF THE 
~ 

NATION'S DARKE~T HOURSI.JJ.E SAID: "OUR COUNTRY NEEDS BOLD, 

PERSISTENT EXPERIMENTATION. IT IS COMMON SENSE TO TAKE A 

METHOD AND TRY IT. IF IT FAILS, ADMIT IT FRANKLY AND TRY --- -· ...... 
ANOTHER. BuT ABOVE ALL, TRY SOMETHING!" 

~IT ALSO WAS RoOSEVELT WHO OBSERVED: "THE ONLY LIMIT TO 

OUR REALIZATION OF TOMORROW WILL BE OUR DOUBTS OF TODAY," 

~THis ATTITUDE I I TRULY BELIEVE1 Is ONE oF THE ESSENTIAL 

INGREDIENTS IN BUILDING A NATION THAT MERITS OUR PRIDE AND . ' 

THAT COMMANDS OUR PARTICIPATION AND SUPPORT. 
a., z;sz; ?r -zz--- x 21 rrnx r:::zonn 
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~ WE LIVE IN THE WORST OF TIMES, BUT ALSO IN THE~ST OF 

TIME~~UT THAT ALMOST ALWAYS HAS BEEN TRUE IN AMERICA/ 

~EACH GENERATION HAS FOUND ITSELF CONFRONTED WITH GREAT 

CHALLENGES AND G~EA~ O!,!?R_TU~I-:1_!ESL!:CH GENERATION HAS FACED 

THE SAME DOUBTS AND DISCOURAGEMENT THAT MANY OF YOU EXPERIENCE _.. - . 
AND THAT TODAY OCCUPY SO PROMINENT A PLACE IN OUR NATIONAL LIFE. -

4uT EACH GENERATION HAS MADE ITS CONTRIBUTION, • t/ ~r~ 
.. G"M · rm • ~d. -.LL «"' 

I ....... ~4~ 
~AND AS FROM OUR COUNTRY'S E~RLIE_s:."~~~T~ THE WILLINGNESS 

TO RISK, SUPPORTED BY A ROBUST SELF-CONFI.DENCE AND FAITH, -
TEMPERED BY %A CA~A~IT_Y_JO .. C~MPROMISE{ HAVE BEEN THE DECISIVE 

FACTORS IN SUSTAINING THE AMERICAN EXPERIMENT. - . 
~IT IS THE REALIZATION OF THESE QUALITIES IN YOUR LIVES 

AND AMONG YOUR GENERATION OF AMERICANS THAT, ONCE AGAIN, -
WILL DECIDE THE ISSUE. 
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/ Bur LET us CHERISH No ILLUSioNsLTHE FUTURE, AS ALWAYs, Is 

UNCERTAIN AND DANGEROUS, EVEN AS OUR SPIRIT IS BRIGHT AND 

RESILIENT, 

L.; OHN F: KENNEDY SA 1D IT WELL, LIS TEN TO HIS WORDS : 

"PEACE AND FREEDOM DO NOT COME CHEAP, AND WE ARE DESTINED 

-- ALL OF US HERE TODAY -- TO LIVE OUT MOST, IF NOT ALL, OF 

OUR LIVES IN UNCERTAINTY AND CHALLENGE AND PERIL. " 

~JoiN ME IN SAYING: So BE IT, / 

# # # # 
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