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You do not have to be reminded thot e are heavily into
the bicentennial season.

I susmect that scarcely a commencerent sneech will be
1e11v¢rsﬂ this year and next that does not extol the virtues
associated ith our country's moment of indenendence. '

"ell, mark this sneech dovn as an excention -- almost.

"ithout question, the lessons of those revolutionary times
are irportant. T have no douht t“at Americoans can -- and will --
learn =uch of value in cormnrehendine and overcemine our current
arenda of national prohlers,

But there is a time in early American history that is
even more relevant than the revolutionary neriod to our nresent
circumstances. Desnite the nrchlerms that the first Americans
faced in severine our colonial ties with freat Britain, this
historic decision vas made easier by the rzalization thiat at
last Am~rica's destinv would be her own.

The slate was clean. The injustices that caused the
revolution vere over. It was a moment of hone, exnectation,
and near cuphoria for our revcluticnarv leaders.

ow different it was a decade later.

The unity that bound the states terather durine the
ar of Indenendence had all hut vaniche!, “tates were rerardine
each other as sorething altin to foreien povers. Commerce was
nearly at a standstill. Accusations and recririnations
resounded in Coneress, and The Articles of Confederation
cffered no system for resclvin~ these bitter disnutes,

The ontimism and confidence that laurch~d our experinent
in self-covernment had all but vanished. A federal convention
was called for "'ay, 1787, to consider ho the Articles could
he made to vor®. 3But Jares "‘adison voicesd orave douhts as
to the probable outcorme of this satherine,

Tn 1787 he *rrote: . . . 0 verv sarruine evnectations
tirn w211 be indulged. The nrobahle diversity of oninions and
nrejudices . , . renders the d4ssue totallv uncertain., The
existine emharrassments and mortal diseascs of the Confederacy
forn the only oround of hope, that a snirit of concession on

all si’~s w3v he produced hv the ceneral chaos. . . .

A vear esarlier, Georece “ashineton had urced his countrvmen
to f‘ocus their attention on the bYroader nurnoses of their
comron endeavor. 'le virote: 'Let nreiudices, unreasonable
jealousies. and local interests viel?, , . . Let us look to
our national character, and to thirecs bevend the nresent
moment. Mo morn ever dawned more faverahlv than ours did: and
no day was ever more clouded than the presont. "isdom and rood
examples are necessarv at this time to rescue the nolitical
machine from the iwnendinoc storm."

The political crisis that led to the Feleral Convention
of 1787 and ultirately rroduced the Constitution tested the
American character to a far preater derree than the “ar of
Indenendence. And the nixture of desnair and self-confidence
that characterized the labors of the foundine fathers durine
the snrinc and summer of 1787 ia Philadelnhia is a far
closer annroxiration of the attitudes that have been decisive
throuchout Americar history.



"Yat conrse fid whe fountine fathere Fellow? "esnite their
monurental differences of oninien and intorest, it was never
one of defeatisn or discouraremcrnt,

To +%» contrarv. the founders seizs? th» morent to dosicn
a new svster of ~overnnent canable of hrin~ine order and justice
te the United States.

T+ has ween noted that the Adelncates to the Federal
Conventi~n exceede! their autlority in ti'ine this decisive
sten, for thov had heen chareed cnly vith avendine the
Articles of “onfederation. Yet thev were willine to rist the
conscaue~ces hacause they understood that to do less was to
rake Jdissonlution certain.

It sas the founders' willineress te rish, huttressed
by their entimism, faith and confidence in the ultirnate wisdom
of their actions, that saved the Union -- scarcely a decade
after the senaration frorm Great Britain,

It has heen thess two characteristics -- a sense of
adventure and a willinoness to risk, cormhined with a mature
self-confi'ence and optimis= -- that historically have heen
at the roots of the Arerican character. '

mut one rmore increlient was essentianl in the snrinc and
summer of 1727 in Philadlenhia+ a willinecness to cornromise
an the suhstance of the new Constitution,

The co-nrernises hotween laree andd =211 states, hatween
st~tes concerned nrimarily with mannfacturina and those
-oncerre. Kith asriculture . were not eacsily reached, "ore than
once * o anternrise almost collansed. "ut the acrinonv and
Sitterncss slovly Arained avav a5 the dd-olanates found, nuch
to thieir surarise, thot comnrenise solubions could he harmrerved
out and gcceptesd,

stador of Nis rorar'ahle 1ife, “eniarin Franklin --
then 82 vears nf nag -- canturs’ thic g~ irit of accom~ndgtion
o ~ddress to this Convention after the final Araft

in his historic
rad heen comnleted and as the ‘lelaratog wove Carnd it Ehe
ultirate “ecision c¢f vhether or not to it 8

rranklin sai’- T confess that T o ot entirely approve
nf this Censtitution at nresent hut, siv. 1 ar rot sure T shal?
never apnhrove it., . . . "hen vou aqeomhle a nurber of men to

hava the sdvantace of tleir joint wisdem. veu inevitably
rccerhlio with those ner all their nrejudices. their nassions,
their errors of opininn, thedr local inferests, and their
selfish views, From such an assemhly can a perfect nroduction
he expactel? . . ., Thus, 1 coagsent, 53T, to this Constitution
wecauce T exmoct no better, and hecnuce 1 a~ not sure that it
is not the Hest & we 3
I mention these cvents surraundine the writine of the
rorstitution wecanse T helicve thev are of the heart of
‘marica's centinuinc evneriment in s H-envérnTent =+« a
v-ilinrnecs te risk, to nioneer -- a 5°0°° af ontimism and
self-concilerce -- a canacitv 7nr comnromisc and accornodation.,
Tipe ~n' a~nin, these three characieristics Wave "ronrcht
we throuek national trials nd Aifficultias fFar rore irmnosina

than anvthire that confronts us todov,
Ine is temnted to recite 2 litany a¢ mnational a‘dversitvy.

™ ore were secescionist movements in tte early 1°N%s, lon~

hefore the Civil "ar. The first “hief of ctaff of the U,S;
Aymvr cras accuse! of being in the nav of the cnanish Lrperor.



"e had corruntion and land scanlals, Irnri~rants to our shores
were herded torether in our cities, exnloited, and subjected
to viclence and discrimination.
"¢ invaded ‘“'exico in an act of onen ac~crression, and we
fouet a2 Yloody and nearly catastron-ic Civil "ar. "e created
a cruel]l and vicious caste svster in the afterrath of this war,
and for “ullv a century maintained a svster of lesallv sanctioned
exnlritation of blacks an? nther minorities.
e had post-Civil *'ar corruntion, the rane of our natural
resources, the plundering of lan? and neonle by the railroad
barons. The industrial revolution hroucht huse trusts and
mononolics that functioned with little rercard for the nublic
interest. Children 'vere exnlnite! in svweat shops and factories.
e refused teo join the Learue of “ations and closed our
eves to '"'itler's increible inhunmanitv <oward Turone's Jews.
e 1lived throurh a Nreat Denressior that hreuestt our econonic
svster to the brink of collanse

Ve foueht a tracic wor in Vietnan,
A1l this and more is nart of our history.

But if we are honest with oursclves, we also must
recornize that the attitudes and beliefs that saved the
Federal “envention of 1787 oyisted concurrently with this
cdarker side of the American cliaracter,

"o survived these adversities and prorressed as a free
ration bv yisking ereatlv, by retainine our self-confilence
and ontimism, and by compnrorisine what scened to he totally
hostile and incommatihle noints of viar,

As a result, +the injustices 'ere rooted ont, our democracy
refined. and the security and hanniness of our peonle advanced,

.

[ut what of the 4merican caracter today?

On t'ie one hand, there is atundnnt evidence that 'w ray
be exrmerisncing a fundaments! chan~~ ir our nationa2l attitude
and outloo:.

& find ourselves in a nationnl ~end that is hoth
reticent and nerative., e kno too manv nenanle todav who want
tc plav it safe -- who avoid adventure in their lives and

~earcers -- *ho are unwilline teo trv sn~ethine new. This is
true in ~Jucation. It is true in cornorate life. And it
surelv is true in csovernnent.

Cverv opinion poll ‘tells us of ths nublic's orovine
cvnicis™ and disenchantment with all of scocietv's institutions:
the I'resiidency, Conrress, the courts, business, the church,
tie educational establishrment, and s» on down the line.

“here is the soense of ontiris™ an’! self-confi‘ence that
alwavs hns set America anart fror oter nations?

And, finalilv, we encounter a corcoirine nnwillinrness to
accent the compronises and accomro-drticns that ultimately
nermit a nation of this size and diversity to function.
The sense of comunity that raves commromise nossihle
spors te he ebbine away, Tn its nlace we encounter a very
disturhine trend toward self-acecrandizement -- a determination
to leat out for Mumher 9ne, reecardless of all other conciderations.
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This is the picture of America that increasinely dominates
the rass rmedia and, T susnect, it is a picture that rore and
rnore Americans helieve to be accurate.

“ut is it? I recornize it as only a nartial and very
incomplete nicture of the United States 1 Tnow,

One of the most unfortunate habits of t'e mass nedia --
motivated, I'm sure, by a desire for ohjectivitv and
independence -- is a constant renetition of nur national i
and individual shortcorines.

"y concern is tlat the duty to exnose corruntion and
abuse of nower -- to nrobe for shortcomines and injustice
in our society -- is not balance! in th%e mass media hv
renorts of the other America that rmost of us encounter dailv
-- an America of comnassion, of courase and commitnent, of
self-sacrifice.

There is another side to the American character that we
seldom find rerorted in the pross or covera’ Y television.
"'e exnmerience this Arerica in our ovn lives, and we see it in
QuUr cormunities,

It 1is an America that onenlv acnowledres failures and
immerfections -- as this country surely di in Vietnam --
but that also recornizes our countrv's continuine ahilitv
to learn from mistal’es -- to bhecore more forward-lookine in
the afterrmath of defeat -- to use adversity as an instrunent
for prorress.

\

These, surely were the attitudes that sustained our
foundine €athers in 1737. And thaov have heen recaptured in
the words and actiers of all ~reat American.leaders since then.

I recall narticuiarly the adrnenition o Tranklin N,
"oosevelt a3 f.e assumed the Presidency Jdurin-+ ane of the
nation's darlkest hours. "fe s1i': "Mar countrv needs hold,

nersistent ~x¥xnerimentation. T+ is co-ron sense to take a

nethod and trv it. If it fails, admit it Ffranklv and try
another. “ut above all, trv someth™in~ *

It 2alse was Tonosevelt "o ohserved: “The onlv 1limit to
our realization of tonorrow will be our Jdouhts of today.“
i This attitude, I trulv hkalieve, is on> nf the ecsential
inere’ionts in buildin~ a natien that mevits our nride and
that commands our particination and summort,

Ye liye.in the worst .0of times, hut also in the best .of
tires. 7ut that almost always has heen true in America.

Each ceneration has fourd itcelf confronted with oreat
ch2llenres and oreat opnorturities. Each rencration has faced
the same doubts and discouraserert that ~any of you experience
and that today occupy so prominert a nlace in our national 1life.
3ut each ooneration has made its contribution.

And as freom our country's enrliest morents, the willineness
to risk, sunnorted by a rohust secl€-confilence and faith,
terinered hv a canacitv to cormronise, have heen the decisive
facteres in sustainin~ the American exmerimant,

Tt is the realization of these aualitics in vour lives
and amon~ vour oceneraticn of Americans that, once acain,
ill Aecile the issue,



-

v

Rut let us cherish nc illusions. The future, as always, is

uncertain and dancerous, even as our spirit is bripht and
resilient.

John F. Xennedy said it well. Listen to his words:
'Peace and freedom do not come chean, and we are destined
-- all of us here today -- to live out most, if not all, of
our lives in uncertainty and challence ar! peril.”

Join re in savine: So be it.
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i\' LYOU DO NOT HAVE TO BE REMINDED THAT WE ARE HEAVILY INTO

——

THE BICENTENNIAL SEASON,

SEm———

LI SUSPECT THAT SCARCELY A COMMENCEMENT SPEECH WILL BE

DELIVERED THIS YEAR AND NEXT THAT DOES NOT EXTOL THE VIRTUES

 — —_ -_—=_ e

ASSOCIATED WITH OUR COUNTRY'S MOMENT OF INDEPENI)__E_I'iCE.

e —— R

- D

L WELL, MARK THIS SPEECH DOWN AS AN EXCEPTION =- ALMOST.
AWITHOUT QUESTION’ THE LESSONS OF THOSE REVOLUTIONARY TIMES

ARE IMPORTANT. I HAVE NO DOUBT THAT AMERICANS CAN -- AND WILL --
——

—
—————— .y

LEARN MUCH OF VALUE IN COMPREHENDING AND OVERCOMING OUR CURRENT

- P ——— P s

AGENDA OF NATIONAL PROBLEMS,
@ M

( BUT THERE IS A TIME IN EARLY AMERICAN HISTORY THAT IS

EVEN MORE RELEVANT THAN THE REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD TO OUR PRESENT
.#ﬂ-"—ﬂ#n“_ﬂ'

———# —
— ——
Q CIRCUMSTANCES .
¢ 2
—-“aﬂm
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/&\DESPITE THE PROBLEMS THAT THE FIRST AMERICANS

—— e
s

FACED IN SEVERING OUR COLONIAL TIES WITH GREAT BRITAIN, THIS

= ety — e n 25 e

HISTORIC DECISION WAS MADE EASIER BY THE REALIZATION THAT AT

S
——

LAST AM@BLCA'S DESTINY WOULD BE HER OWN.

——

L THE SLATE WAS CLEAN .!EINJUSTICES THAT CAUSED THE

¢ REVOLUTION WERE OVERZCIT WAS A MOMENT OF HOPE, EXPECTATION,

—

AND NEAR EUPHORIA FOR OUR REVOLUTIONA_RI LE_ADERS;
——— ~ ) T

GFJ’ZI\HON DIFFERENT IT WAS A DECADE LATER.,

e _ |

THE UNITY THAT BOUND THE STATES TOGETHER DURING THE

——— e

WAR OF INDEPENDENCE HAD ALL BUT VANISHED. STATES WERE REGARDING

pa—

EACH OTHER AS SOMETHING AKIN TO FOREIGN POWERS COMMERCE WAS

NEARLY AT A STANDSTILL‘ ACCUSATIONS AND RECRIMINATIONS
E—— — e —

—

RESOUNDED IN CONGRESS{_ANB,THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION

—

OFFERED NO SYSTEM FOR RESOLVING THESE BITTER DISPUTES,
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THE OPTIMISM AND CONFIDENCE THAT LAUNCHED OUR EXPERIMENT

—P e el —

IN SELF-GOVERNMENT HAD ALL BUT VANISHEDZ{& FEDERAL CONVENTION

— ey ==

WAS CALLED FOR MAY., 1787, TO CONSIDER HOW THE ARTICLES COULD

BE MADE TO WORKQZBUT JAMES MADISON VOICED GRAVE DOUBTS AS

TO THE PROBABLE OUTCOME OF THIS GATHERING.,

— e e

-—-""""-——,

Z‘ IN 1787 HE wroOTE: ”, . . No VERY SANGUINE EXPECTATIONS

—e St

CAN WELL BE INDULGEDJ/THE PROBABLE DIVERSITY OF OPINIONS AND

v

PREJUDICES . . . RENDERS THE ISSUE TOTALLY UNCERTAIN‘C?HE

——— — —

EXISTING EMBARRASSMENTS AND MORTAL DISEASES oF THE CONFEDERACY

e i

##

FORM THE ONLY GROUND OF HOPE; THAT A SPIRIT OF CONCESSION ON
o o

n

ALL SIDES MAY BE PRODUCED BY THE GENERAL CHAOS.: . . .
————— ————— : o

——= 1
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1{ A YEAR EARL!ETr GEORGE WASHINGTON HAD URGED HIS COUNTRYMEN

TO FOCUS THEIR ATTENTION ON THE BROADER PURPOSES OF THEIR

e et ]

COMMON ENDEAVORt{hE WROTE:*‘LET PREJUDICE%; UNREASONABLE
e e Sy e

JEALOUSIES, AND LOCAL INTERESTS YIELD. , . . LET US LOOK TO

—————————

OUR NATIONAL CHARACTER) AND TO THINGS BEYOND THE PRESENT

MOMENTJ NO MORN EVER DAWNED MORE FAVORABLY THAN OURS DID; AND

——

NO DAY WAS EVER MORE CLOUDED THAN THE PRESENT(ﬁEISDOM AND GOO
_—— & e gy gy T =y

<i EXAMPLES ARE NECESSARY AT THIS TIME TO RESCUE THE POFITIQAL

MACHINE FROM THE IMPENDING S]gﬂﬂ.t,

Z{ THE POLITICAL CRISIS THAT LED To THE FEDERAL CONVENTION

R —————— .

——y

oF 1787 AND ULTIMATELY PRODUCED THE CONSTITUTION TESTED THE
—

p—— ———

AMERICAN CHARACTER TO A FAR GREATER DEGREE THAN THE WAR OF
—— P ———tisani i e —p

INDEPENDENCE ,
=:=='
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ZAND THE MIXTURE OF DESPAIR AND SELF-CONFIDENCE
AE———— T s

—————t
E—— —

THAT CHARACTERIZED THE LABORS OF THE FOUNDING FATHERS DURING
—g p— B m—

THE SPRING AND SUMMER OF 1787 1IN PHILADELPHIA IS A FAR
i nA

ey [ 4

CLOSER APPROXIMATION OF THE ATTITUDES THAT HAVE BEEN DECISIVE

E——
THROUGHOUT AMERICAN HISTORY o ‘ ?
__.* -~

WHAT COURSE DID THE FOUNDING FATHERS FOLL0N9 DESPITE THEIR

MONUMENTAL DIFFERENCES OF OPINION AND INTEREST, IT WAS NEVER

ONE OF DEFEATISM OR DISCOURAGEMENT,
— e __aad

z To THE CONTRARY¢ THE FOUNDERS SEIZED THE MOMENT TO DESIGN
) a—— —— ﬂ

A NEW SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT CAPABLE OF BRINGING ORDER_AND JUSTICE
— i —— —— > —

To THE UNITED STATES.
\___________..,..——-———-*"""""""'",
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Z{IT HAS BEEN NOTED THAT THE DELEGATES TO THE FEDERAL

—

CONVENTION EXCEEDED THEIR AUTHORITY IN TAKING THIS DECISIVE
—____- P ———e e iy

STEP{ FOR THEY HAD BEEN CHARGED ONLY WITH AMENDING THE
? 0 S0 = Jutt
ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION &!ﬂ)THEY WERE WILLING TO RISK THE

e SERE—

CONSEQUENCES BECAUSE THEY UNDERSTOOD THAT TO DO LESS WAS TO

R s A -
—————

MAKE DISSOLUTION CERTAIN, o ml‘
> _— :‘__...5.-——-" — ==

‘Z\IT WAS THE FOUNDERS' WILLINGNESS TO RISK., BUTTRESSED

BY THEIR OPTIMISM, FAITH AND CONFIDENCE IN THE ULTIMATE WISDOM
w' —— —e? ——

OF THEIR ACTIONS, THAT SAVED THE UNION =- SCARCELY A DECADE
—_—-—- . ——ip

—

AFTER THE SEPARATION FROM GREAT BRITAI@:
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ET HAS BEEN THESE TWO CHARACTERISTICS -- A SENSE OF
————

ADVENTURE AND A WILLINGNESS TO RISK4; COMBINED WITH A MATURE
— ——— :E’o)

SELF-CONFIDENCE AND OPTIMISM -- THAT HISTORICALLY HAVE BEEN

__.____ﬂh—————'" S——

AT THE ROOTS OF THE AMERICAN CHARACTER,
p———

‘L‘ BUT’ONE MORE INGREDIENT WAS ESSENTIAL IN THE SPRING AND

T e—— —

SUMMER OF 1787 IN PHILADLEPHIA: A WILLINGNESS TO COMPROMISE

——— m.—n—.‘m—'
P L

ON THE SUBSTANCE OF THE NEW CONSTITUTLpN.
e — i

-,

THE COMPROMISES BETWEEN LARGE AND SMALL STATEi} BETWEEN
*______.——-'.

————iy,

STATES CONCERNED PRIMARILY WITH MANUFACTURING AND THOSE

Fo— Y —-

CONCERNED WITH AGRICULTURE, WERE NOT EASILY REACHEPﬂZEPRE THAN

ONCE THE ENTERPRISE ALMOST COLLAPSED BUT THE ACRIMONY AND

BITTERNESS SLOWLY DRAINED AWAY AS THE DELEGATES FOUNE/ MUCH
e

N —, . —

TO THEIR SURPRISF) THAT COMPROMISE SOLUTIONS COULD BE HAMMERED

o

pp—

OUT AND ACCEPTED,
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l_}n THE SHADOW OF HIS REMARKABLE L:Fgl BENJAMIN FRANKLIN =--

—

THEN 82 YEARS OF AGE —-- CAPTURED THIS SPIRIT OF ACCOMMODATION
- o il = S - A0 A

IN HIS HISTORIC ADDRESS TO THE CONVENTION AFTER THE FINAL DRAFT

[ren—— ] [ —————— ]

HAD BEEN COMPLETED AND AS THE DELEGATES WERE FACED WITH THE

ULTIMATE DECISION OF WHETHER OR NOT TO SIGN.

(g—

J FRANKLIN SAID: “I CONFESS THAT [ DO NOT ENTIRELY APPROVE

OF THIS CONSTITUTION AT PRESENT, BUT; SIR, [ AM NOT SURE | SHALL
, P

— ey —

NEVER APPROVE IT. . . . WHEN YOU ASSEMBLE A NUMBER OF MEN TO

HAVE THE ADVANTAGE OF THEIR JOINT NISDO@I YOU INEVITABLY

A,

ASSEMBLE WITH THOSE MEN ALL CE%; THEIR PASSIONS,
P ] e ——

THEIR ERRORS OF OPINIOS} THEIR LOCAL INTERESTS, AND THEIR

: SELFISH VIEWS.,
® =



e

FROM SUCH AN ASSEMBLY CAN A PERFECT PRODUCTION BE EXPECTE_D?

—

.+ . THus, 1 CONSENT., SIR, To THIS CONSTITUTION

Fﬂ

BECAUSE | EXPECT NO BETTER, AND BECAUSE | AM NOT SURE THAT IT
_— l T ————————

[ S

h

IS NOT THE BEST .+ + «

S——

Y
L

E—.—

I MENTION THESE EVENTS SURROUNDING THE WRITING OF THE

CONSTITUTION BECAUSE | BELIEVE THEY ARE AT THE HEART OF

a—
—

AMERICA'S CONTINUING EXPERIMENT IN SELF-GOVERNMENT == A

p——e -—;ﬁ: -

WILINGNESS TO RISK, TO PIONEER -- A SENSE OF OPTIMISM AND
w— -——-‘__"_"'_-.._ -

SELF -CONFIDENCE =-- A CAPACITY FOR COMPROMISE AND ACCOHMODATION..I

_—ﬂ

L T1ME AND AGAIN, THESE THREE CHARACTERISTICS HAVE BROUGHT

US THROUGH NATIONAL TRIALS AND DIFFICULTIES FAR MORE IMPOSING

i T pam—

THAN ANYTHING THAT CONFRONTS US TODAY.

(i)h4&\ll)|1-vl-Jllxj_;jL-fﬁhélv‘)Lt4v-£\’4p‘t4&lZLz/
N A
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LONE IS TEMPTED TO RECITE A LITANY OF NATIONAL ADVERSITIé

————y

-

[_J\HERE WERE SECESSIONIST MOVEMENTS IN THE EARLY 1800’s, LoNe

BEFORE THE CIviL WARJ THE FIRsT CHIEF oF STAFF oF THE U.S,

E————— e oy

ARMY WAS ACCUSED OF BEING IN THE PAY OF THE SPANISH EMPEROR,

WE HAD CORRUPTION AND LAND SCAN%LSI\IMMIGRANTS TO OUR SHORES
———

WERE HERDED TOGETHER IN OUR CITIES, EXPLOITED, AND SUBJECTED

A Y — —b =

TO VIOLENCE AND DISCRIMINATION,
m—

LWE INVADED MEXICO IN AN ACT OF OPEN AGGRESSION, AND WE
_ d b ORES . ‘ﬂ

FOUGHT A BLOODY AND NEARLY CATASTROPHIC CIVIL WAR (NE CREATED

————

A CRUEL AND VICIOUS CASTE SYSTEM IN THE AFTERMATH OF THIS WAR.,

I ——

FER
AND FULLY A CENTURY MAINTAINED A SYSTEM OF LEGALLY SANCTIQNED

A —

s

EXPLOITATION OF BLACKS AND OTHER MINORITIES,
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——Y

z: We HAD PosT-CIvIL WAR coRRuprlpﬁj THE RAPE OF OUR NATURAL

RESOURCES; THE PLUNDERING OF LAND AND PEOPLE BY THE RAILROAD
—y — -— il

BARONS! THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION BROUGHT HUGE TRUSTS AND
r— o #‘

MONOPOLIES THAT FUNCTIONED WITH LITTLE REGARD FOR THE PUBLIC
e e

—

INTEREST{ CHILDREN WEEF EXPLOITED IN SWEAT SHOPS AND FACTORIES.

e e e
————

—

Z WE REFUSED TO JOIN THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS AND CLOSED OUR

EYES TO HITLER'S INCREDIBLE INHUMANITY TOWARD EUROPE’s JEWS.

——

—

IZ\HE LIVED THROUGH A GREAT DEPRESSION THAT BROUGHT OUR ECONOMIC

— -

SYSTEM TO THE BRINK OF COLLAPSE.

L\WE FOUGHT A TRAGIC WAR IN VIETNAM,

)

J ALL THIS AND MORE IS PART OF OUR HISTORY.t
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! BUT, IF WE ARE HONEST WITH OURSELVES. WE ALSO MUST

—_—

RECOGNIZE THAT THE ATTITUDES AND BELIEFS THAT SAVED THE

—_— - ——

FepErRAL CoNVENTION OF 1787 EXISTED CONCURRENTLY WITH THIS

- L

DARKER SIDE OF THE AMERICAN CHARACTER.,

——— — O

WE SURVIVED THESE ADVERSITIES AND PROGRESSED AS A FREE
——— A=

NATION BY RISKING GREATLY, BY RETAINING OUR SELF-CONFIDENCE

AND OPTIMISM, AND BY COMPROMISING WHAT SEEMED TO BE TOTALLY

HOSTILE AND INCOMPATIBLE POINTS OF VIEN-

Z As A RESULT '—INJUSTICES WERE ROOTED OU}, OUR DEMOCRACY

REFINED, AND THE SECURITY AND HAPPINESS OF OUR PEOPLE ADVANCED.

e i 3

BUT WHAT OF THE AMERICAN CHARACTER TODAY?
ﬁ—-‘-‘#
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LW“F“MKTHERE IS ABUNDANT EVIDENCE THAT WE MAY

BE EXPERIENCING A FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE IN OUR NATIONAL ATTITUDE

AND OUTLOOK,

[ SEE——__
‘_____....-—’

z WE FIND OURSELVES IN A NATIONAL MOOD THAT IS BOTH
———

RETICENT AND NEGATIVE( WE KNOW TOO MANY PEOPLE TODAY WHO WANT
E———
———

TO PLAY IT SAFE -- WHO AVOID ADVENTURE IN THEIR LIVES AND

—, S

CAREERS -- WHO ARE UNWILLING TO TRY SOMETHING NEWL];HIS IS

TRUE IN EDUCATION. IT IS TRUE IN CORPORATE LIFE. AND IT
"___* _W

SURELY IS TRUE IN GOVERNMENT,

”~

EVERY OPINION POLL TELLS US OF THE PUBLIC'S GROWING

CYNICISM AND DISENCHANTMENT WITH ALL OF SOCIETY'S INSTITUTIONS:
., " e - - —

THE PRESIDENCY, CONGRESS, THE COURTS, BUSINESS, THE CHURCH.
_""i—-’h—-n—l—'—"—-ﬂ-i-—n-un*

THE EDUCATIONAL ESTABLISHMENT. AND SO ON DOWN THE LINE,
——]
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z{ WHERE IS THE SENSE OF OPTIMISM AND SELF-CONFIDENCE THAT

= -

ALWAYS HAS SET AMERICA APART FROM OTHER pm'rlons?

e

AnD, FINALLY NE ENCOUNTER A GROWING UNWILLINGNESS TO

———— S

ACCEPT THE COMPROMISES AND ACCOMMODATIONS THAT ULTIMATELY
| s . e

PERMIT A NATION OF THIS SIZE AND DIVERSITY TO FUNCTION.
Wz = _—.—”——-—-H-
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l THE SENSE OF COMMUNITY THAT MAKES COMPROMISE POSSIBLE
—

SEEMS TO BE EBBING AWAY IN ITS PLACE WE ENCOUNTER A VERY

-

DISTURBING TREND TOWARD SELF-AGGRANDIZEMENT == A DETERMINATION

To LOOK ouT FOR NUMBER ONE, REGARDLESS OF ALL OTHER CONSIDERATIONS.
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LTHIS IS THE PICTURE OF AMERICA THAT INCREASINGLY DOMINATES
by, ————

THE MASS MEDIA AND, | SUSPECT, IT IS A PICTURE THAT MORE AND
h———:::zznv A ——

MORE AMERICANS BELIEVE TO BE ACCURATE,
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LBUT IS lTol RECOGNI ZE IT AS ONLY A PARTIAL AND VERY
—

— -5

INCOMPLETE PICTURE OF THE UNITED STATES I Know.

Am——— [ = =3, P ]

ZONE OF THE MOST UNFORTUNATE HABITS OF THE MASS MEDIA ==
— e

MOTIVATED, ['M SURE, BY A DESIRE FOR OBJECTIVITY AND
—

INDEPENDENCE =- IS A CONSTANT REPETITION OF OUR NATIONAL
- e

——.——-ﬂ -

AND INDIVIDUAL SHORTCOMINGS.
L ety

Z My CONCERN IS THAT THE DUTY TO EXPOSE CORRUPTION AND

A——

ABUSE OF POWER =- TO PROBE FOR SHORTCOMINGS AND INJUSTICE

- . ey, pm—— pu—— [NE——— )

IN OUR SOCIETY -- IS NOT BALANCED IN THE MASS MEDIA BY
[ — S [e——1

REPORTS OF THE OTHER AMERICA THAT MOST OF US ENCOUNTER DAILY
pp—— e

-- AN AMERICA OF comp OF COURAGE AND COMMI Ts

SELF—SACRIFICE-—-— 7 M “"‘Q/ s 7
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z THERE 1S ANOTHER SIDE TO THE AMERICAN CHARACTER THAT WE

SELDOM FIND REPORTED IN THE PRESS OR COVERED BY TELEVISION,
——F — -

—) es—————

WE EXPERIENCE THIS AMERICA IN OUR OWN LIVES, AND WE SEE IT IN
-

OUR COMMUNITIES.

x:,JT IS AN AMERICA THAT OPENLY ACKNOWLEDGES FAILURES AND

IMPERFECTIONS -- AS THIS COUNTRY SURELY DID IN VIETNAM *-&’
#-:n:lilﬂ'

AT

BUT THAT ALSO RECOGNIZES OUR COUNTRY'S CONTINUING ABILITY
— ———— ——

TO LEARN FROM MISTAKES -- TO BECOME MORE FORWARD-LOOKING IN
— R,

Em———ra)

THE AFTERMATH OF DEFEAT -- T0 USE ADVERSITY AS AN INSTRUMENT

FOR PROGRE W‘ I nm;:- _

l%HESE: SURELY., WERE THE ATTITUDES THAT SUSTAINED OUR

T ¥
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—

FOUNDING FATHERS IN 1787(<5ND THEY HAVE BEEN RECAPTURED IN
— S

THE WORDS AND ACTIONS OF ALL GREAT AMERICAN LEADERS SINCE THEN.
— ——— : _—
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Z{\ | RECALL PARTICULARLY THE ADMONITION OF FRANKLIN D,
‘ # — ——

ROOSEVELT AS HE ASSUMED THE PRESIDENCY DURING ONE OF THE
—_— - PRS- —

NATION'S DARKEST HOURS/ HE sAID: “OUR COUNTRY NEEDS BOLD.,
: — Bl R -

PERSISTENT EXPERIMENTATION, [T IS COMMON SENSE TO TAKE A

METHOD AND TRY IT, IF IT FAILS., ADMIT IT FRANKLY AND TRY.
—y [ Nem——— S

ANOTHER, BUT ABOVE ggL,_TaY_gpggTH1nejf

——h

l_\IT ALSO WAS ROOSEVELT WHO OBSERVED: “THE ONLY LIMIT TO
— .l

OUR REALIZATION OF TOMORROW WILL BE OUR DOUBTS OF IQDAY."

z THIS ATTITUDE, [ TRULY BELIEVE, IS ONE OF THE ESSENTIAL

INGREDIENTS IN BUILDING A NATION THAT MERITS OUR PRIDE AND
H\ W v ——— - — - Mp—

W ety

THAT COMMANDS OUR PARTICIPATION AND SUPPORT.
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Zi,WE LIVE IN THE WORST OF TIMES. BUT ALSO IN THE BEST OF
M S—

TIMES/ BUT THAT ALMOST ALWAYS HAS BEEN TRUE IN AMER!CA,

! EACH GENERATION HAS FOUND ITSELF CONFRONTED WITH GREAT

CHALLENGES AND GREAT OPPORTUNIT_I_ESE:\CH GENERATION HAS FACED

————iay

THE SAME DOUBTS AND DISCOURAGEMENT THAT MANY OF YOU EXPERIENCE
———— e

Y ——

AND THAT TODAY OCCUPY SO PROMINENT A PLACE IN OUR NATIONAL LIFE.

LRUT EACH GENERATION HAS MADE ITS CONTRIBUTION, ~  <£émitiq

T Habballpn

S ———

AND AS FROM OUR COUNTRY'S EARLIEST MOMENTS, THE WILLINGNESS
eSS

TO RISK, SUPPORTED BY A ROBUST SELF-CONFIDENCE AND FAITH,

A—— ey

TEMPERED BY A CAPACITY TO COMPRO@}SE, HAVE BEEN THE DECISIVE

ey

FACTORS IN SUSTAINING THE AMERICAN EXPERIMENT.,

T e [r—

——— T

JZ‘IT IS THE REALIZATION OF THESE QUALITIES IN YOUR LIVES

—y

AND AMONG YOUR GENERATION OE_AMERICANS THAT, ONCE AGAIN.

WILL DECIDE THE ISSUE.
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ZBUT LET US CHERISH NO ILLUSIONSLTHE FUTURE, AS ALWAYS., IS

————— ey,

UNCERTAIN AND DANGEROUS, EVEN AS OUR SPIRIT IS BRIGHT AND

ey esesessess 0 TEmS—— e

RESILIENT.,

Z__SOHN F, KENNEDY SAID IT WELL., LISTEN TO HIS WORDS:
"PEACE AND FREEDOM DO NOT COME CHEAP, AND WE ARE DESTINED
-- ALL OF US HERE TODAY =- TO LIVE OUT MOST, IF NOT ALL., OF
OUR LIVES IN UNCERTAINTY AND CHALLENGE AND PERIL.”

JOIN ME IN SAYING: SO BE IT, /
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