REMARKS BY SENATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY
GOLDEN JUBILEE SCOPUS AWARD DINNER
AMERICAN FRIENDS OF HEBREW UNIVERSITY
New York, New York

September 17, 1975

It is a great pleasure and honor for me to be here
this evening and to participate in these ceremonies.

I cherish my long association with the Hebrew
University.

This center of learning, research and scholarship
has enriched Israel and has made it strong.

Strength is more than armed might. It is intellectual
prowess, dedication to creative thought and insight into
the physical and spiritual world.

A great university is a vital resource for a nation.
The vitality of its academic life is a measure of the health
and stability of a nation.

By these standards alone Israel is strong and prospering.

But tonight it is impossible to talk about the strength
and prosperity of the state of Israel without mentioning the
Sinai agreement which was recently initialed by Israel and
Egypt.

This agreement is a significant step towards peace.
We have opened the door of reconciliation between Egypt
and Israel.

I applaud the role of Secretary Kissinger in helping
to bring about this Agreement. I believe that the risk
of superpower confrontation has been lessened and that the
prospects for further agreements have been greatly improved.

I believe that the time has come for some frank talk
about this Agreement and what obligations it imposes upon
the United States.

As part of the Agreement, the United States has
agreed to supply a limited number of technicians to
serve as peaceful observers in the Israeli and Egyptian
installations in the Sinai.

There are some people who disagree with this provision
of the Agreement and who say that if the technicians are
sent we are on the threshold of another Vietnam.

I disagree.

Sending American civilians to the Sinai to serve in
an area which is actually in the United Nations buffer zone
is not another Vietnam.

These men are not being sent to fight in an insurgency.
They are not being sent to train other troops or to advise
military commands.

They are going to keep the peace.
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They will not be in great physical danger because of
their remote position within a buffer zone and beyond the
range of weapons allowed in the region.

To be sure, we are taking a risk. Every American life
is dear. But this is a risk for peace -- not war.

I am satisfied that these technicians are not the
commencement of a commitment of American troops. Israel
has never wanted American military personnel and they are
not asking for them now.

I will vote to send these technicians to the Middle
East and I will urge my colleagues on the Foreign Relations
Committee and in the Senate to do so. I am convinced that
the preservation of peace in the region is vital to peace
in the world.

But I want to add that true peace between Israel
and Egypt will take more than an agreement. Yes, these
negotiations can restore confidence and trust. But they
are no substitute for the personal contacts between peoples
which are the true builder and restorers of trust and
confidence.

Tonight I would like to make a proposal which I
believe would take Israel and Egypt one step further
towards peace.

With the official encouragement of the United States,
I believe that Israel and Egypt could begin to work together
on a broad range of educational and scientific projects in
the Sinai and in the region for the betterment of their
peoples.

-- Israel has special capability in the fields of
desalinization and land reclamation, These could be shared
with Egyptian scientists.

-- There is no reason why the Hebrew University and
the University of Cairo could not begin to share information
and develop exchange programs in the field of health care and
medical research. I know that the Hebrew University has a
research program on the dreaded Nile River parasitic disease
call bilharzia. This work of Israeli scientists could be
of great benefit to Egyptian scientists and to the people of
the Nile River basin.

-- The exceptional work of Hadassah Hospital could be
expanded to treat patients from neighboring Arab countries
in an effort to directly aid those in special need.

-- Finally, both Moslem and Jewish scholars could
expand their cooperative efforts at archaeological sites
in the region, since this discipline is so important to
both Israel and Egypt.

These projects could be the first step towards

Israeli-Egyptian reconciliation. The way has been paved

by the recent Sinai Agreement. The time has come for the
people of these two countries to join their diplomats in
making peace. They do not need conference tables. Nor do
they need special shuttle diplomacy. All that is necessary
is the will to begin, to work together in the pursuit of
peaceful ends to help each other.

There is a lesson for both Israelis and Egyptians
in Henry Kissinger's successes in international diplomacy.
They have been founded on close personal contact with heads
of state. These contacts foster trust and confidence.
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This is the technique I am proposing tonight on a
non-governmental scale,

Let Israeli and Egyptian doctors, scientists,
archaeologists, farmers begin working together and the
time will not be distant when Prime Minister Rabin and
President Sadat face each other across the table.

This type of contact does not involve territory,
troop placements or concession by either side. It has
to do with understanding among people as the key to peace.

We have turned the corner of peace in the Middle

Last. The next step is to preserve the peace that we
have worked so hard to create.

# 4 & # # #
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LAS PART OF THE AGREEMENT, THE UNITED STATES HAS
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‘é ISRAEL HAS SPECIAL CAPABILITY IN THE FIELDS OF
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