REMARKS OF SENATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY
DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES FORUM
Syracuse, New York

October 4, 1975

Good afternoon. 1Tt is a great pleasure to welcome each
of you to this forum of Democratic presidential contenders.

The forum is sponsored by the New York State Democratic
Committee under the outstanding leadership of New York Democratic
Chairman Patrick J. Cunningham of New York City. Covernor Hugh
Carey and Lt. Governor Mary Ann Krupsak also have been
instrumental in making this forum possible,

Participants in the forum this afternoon are: Senator
Birch Bayh of Indiana, Senator Lloyd Bentsen of Texas, former
Senator Fred Harris of Oklahoma and now a resident of Virginia,
Senator Henry Jackson of Washington State, former Governor
Terry Sanford of North Carolina, Sargent Shriver of Maryland,
and Representative Morris Udall of Arizona.

As moderator, I find myself in a role not unlike that
of Sonny Jurgensen or Alex Karras. After many years on the
playing field, T find the press box has some definite advantages
identifying the players by their numbers, reading the offensive
and defensive plays, and offering occasional commentary.

As Sonny and Alex could tell you, it's a lot better
financially, you don't have to attend all the practice sessions,
and the fans are much less interested in expressing thier
emotions, either favorably or unfavorably.

But, of course, if you're up in the press box, you don't
get a chance to play in the Super Bowl.

This forum is being carried live on television and radio
throughout New York State, as well as to other sections of the
country. Hundreds of thousands of people will have the chance
this afternoon to meet these seven distinguished Americans
competing for the Democratic nomination and hear what they have
to say. I am looking forward to a lively and informative
exchange of views.

I believe this is the best-attended candidate forum to
take place so far. This suggests that New York looms large
in the contest for the presidential nomination.

Of course, the Democratic National Convention will be
held in New York City next July. And on April 6, New York
Democrats will choose at leas# 75 per cent of their delegates
to that convention. This is certain to be one of the most
hotly contested and important presidential primaries.

As many of you know, the national Democratic Party requires
that each state Democratic Party conduct a vigorous program to
involve all interested persons in the selection of national
convention delegates and alternates, especially persons who
often have found it difficult to have a full-fledged role
in the process. This means reaching out to involve younger
voters, minorities, women, working men and women, and senior
citizens. The forum this afternoon is part of the New York
Democratic Party's program of affirmative action to involve
as many persons as possible in the Democratic primary next
April 6.



Those of you here in Syracuse this afternoon, and those
of you watching on television or listening on radio, please
be sure you are registered. And be sure vou help choose
delegates to the Democratic National Convention by voting
on primary election day. Don't throw away your chance to
help nominate the Democratic candidate. Get involved.

That takes care of the commercials. Now a brief word
on the format for this afternoon's forum.

Each contender will make a five-minute opening statement.
This should take most of the first hour. For the second hour,
the contenders will answer guestions from the audience. I will
explain the groundrules for the question period after the
opening statements are completed.

Now, it is my pleasure to introduce the first contender
for his opening five-minute statement .....
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