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Good afternoon. It is a great pleasure to welcome each 
of you to this forum of Democratic presidential contenders. 

The forum is sponsored by the New York State 
Committee under the outstanding leadership of New 
Chairman Patrick J. Cunningham of New York City. 
Carey and Lt. Governor 1ary Ann Krupsak also have 
instrumental in making this forum possible. 
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Participants in the forum this afternoon are: Senator 
Birch Bayh of Indiana, Senator Lloyd Bentsen of Texas, former 
Senator Fred Harris of Oklahoma and now a resident of Virginia, 
Senator Henry Jackson of Washington State, former Governor 
Terry Sanford of North Carolina, Sargent Shriver of Maryland, 
and Representative Morris Udall of Arizona . 

As moderator, I find myself in a role not unlike that 
of Sonny Jurgensen or Alex Karras . After many years on the 
playing field, I find the press box has some definite advantages 
identifying the players by their numbers, reading the offensive 
and defensive plays, and offering occasional commentary. 

As Sonny and Alex could tell you, it's a lot better 
financially, you don't have to attend all the practice sessions, 
and the fans are much less interested in expressing thier 
emotions, either favorably or unfavorably. 

But, of course, if you're up in the press box, you don't 
get a chance to play in the Super Bowl . 

This forum is being carried live on television and radio 
throughout New York State, as well as to other sections of the 
country. Hundreds of thousands of people will have the chance 
this afternoon to meet these seven distinguished Americans 
competing for the Democratic nomination and hear what they have 
to say. I am looking forward to a lively and informative 
exchange of views. 

I believe this is the best-attended candidate forum to 
take place so far. This suggests that New York looms large 
in the contest for the presidential nomination. 

Of course, the Democratic National Convention will be 
held in New York City next July. And on April 6, New York 
Democrats will choose at leas• 75 per cent of their delegates 
to that convention. This is certain to be one of the most 
hotly contested and important presidential primaries. 

As many of you know, the national Democratic Party requires 
that each state Democratic Party conduct a vigorous program to 
involve all interested persons in the selection of national 
convention delegates and alternates, especially persons who 
often have found it difficult to have a full-fledged role 
in the process. This means reaching out to involve younger 
voters, minorities, women, working men and women, and senior 
citizens. The forum this afternoon is part of the New York 
Democratic Party's program of affirmative action to involve 
as many persons as possible in the Democratic primary next 
April 6. 
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Those of you here in Syracuse this afternoon, and those 
of you watching on television or listening on radio, please 
be sure you are registered. And be sure you help choose 
delegates to the Democratic National Convention by voting 
on primary election day. Don't throw away your chance to 
help nominate the Democratic candidate. Get involved. 

That takes care of the commercials. Now a brief word 
on the format for this afternoon's forum. 

Each contender will make a five-minute opening statement . 
This should take most of the first hour. For the second hour, 
the contenders will answer questions from the audience . I will 
explain the groundrules for the question period after the 
opening statements are comp leted. 

Now, it is my pleasure to introduce the first contender 
for his opening five-minute statement ..... 

# # # # # 
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Jv..ooo AFTERNOON • IT IS A GREAT PLEASURE TO WELCOME EACH 

OF Y U TO THIS FORUM OF EMOCRATIC PRESIDE NTI AL CONTENDERS ,___. 

--nt~ 1 fU~. -=rili.O.f;~~-:;;tM 
THE FORUM IS SPONSORED BY THE NEW YORK STATE DEMOCR TIC 
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CoMM ITTEE UNDER THE OUTSTA DI NG LE DERSHIP OF NE YORK DEMOCRATIC 
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CHA IRMAN P~!....IC K J . CuNNINGHAM OF , EW YoRK CJ~;L.§ovERNOR..;GH 
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I NS TRUME NTAL IN MAK ING THIS FORUM POSS IBLE , 

~PARTICI PANTS I N THE FORUM T IS AFTERNOON ARE: SENATOR 

BIRCH BAYH OF hlD I NAJ · SENATO LOYD BENTSEN OF TEXA~ FO M!_R 

SE~ATOR FRED HARRIS OF OK LAHOMA AND o• A RESIDENT OF / I ~G I N I AJ 

-----------------~ 
SENATOR HENRY JACKSON OF ' ASH I NGTON STATE_) FOR MER GOVE RNOR 
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AND REPRESENTATIVE 1lORR IS DALL OF AR IZONA , 





PLAYI NG F I E LD~ I FI ND THE PRES BOX AS SOME DE FI NITE ADVANTAGES • •• 
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IDENTIFYI NG THE PLAYERS BY THE IR NUMBE SJ READ I NG THE OF FENS IVE - --) 

~As SONNY A~D A~EX COU~D TELL YO~T's A LOT BETTER 

FI NANCI A~YJ YO U DON 'T H VE TO ATT END ALL THE PRACTICE SESS IONS J 

AND THE FANS ARE MUC H LESS INTERESTED IN EXPRESS I NG THI ER 

~ EMOTI ONSJ EITHER FAVORAB LY 
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UNFAVORAB LY. 

L~, OF ~RSEJ IF You' E UP IN TH P Ess sox7 YOU DoN' T 
......-

GET A CHANCE TO PLAY I ~ THE SUPER Bow L.~ 





~~OUGHOUT ilE YORK STAT:; AS WELL AS TO OTHER SECTIONS OF THE 

COUNTR;J_HUNDREDS OF THOUSA DS OF PEOPLE WILL HAVE TH E CHANCE 

THIS AFTERNOON TO MEET THESE EVEN DISTI ~GU IS HED . MERICANS 

CO~PETI NG FOR THE DEMOCRATIC NOM INATION AN HEAR WHAT THEY HAVE -
TO SAY , b. AM LOOK! NG FOR ARD TO A LIVELY AND I NFORMAT!VE ...... 
EXCHANGE OF VIES.~ 
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~~BELIEVE THIS IS THE BEST-ATTE NDED CA ND IDATE FORUM TO 
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YoR~LOOMS LARGE TAKE PLACE SO FAR .~H!S SUGGESTS THAT f EW 

..... 

IN THE CONTEST FOR THE PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATION, 

~F COURSE) THE DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION WILL BE 

HE LD IN r EW YoRK CITY NEXT JULY L ND ON PRIL 6i NE YoRK 
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DEMOCRATS WILL CHOOSE AT LEASE 75 PER CENT OF THEIR DELEGATES 
~ 

TO THAT CONVENT!ON.GHIS IS CERTAIN TO BE ONE OF THE MOST 

HO TLY CO NTEST.E,D ANI{ IMPORTANT PRESIDE NTIAL PRIMARIES, 
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~S MANY OF YOU KNOW) THE NATI ONAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY REQUIRES 

THAT EACH STATE DEMOCRATIC PARTY CO NDU CT A VI GOROUS PRO RAM TO 

I NVO LVE ALL INTE RES TED PERS N IN THE SELEC TI ON OF NATIO NA L 

CO NVE NTION DELEGATES AND ALTER NAT~:r ESPECI ALLY PERSONS WHO 

OFTEN HA VE FOU ND IT DIFFICULT TO HAVE A FULL-FLEDGED ROLE -
IN THE PROCESS, LJHIS MEANS REACHI NG OUT TO INVOLVE YQUN~R 

VOTERSJ MINOR ITIE SJ WOMENJ WORKI NG MEN AND \ OMENJ AND SEN IOR 
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t HOSE OF YOU HERE I SYRACUSE THI S AFTERNoo_ry AND THOSE 

OF YOU VIATCII I NG ON TEL EVI SI ON OR LI STEN! G ~RAD:., P~SE 

ND BE SURE YOU HELP CHOOSE 

DELEGATES TO THE CoNVENTI ON BY VOTI NG 

ON PRIMARY ELEC TION DAY ( DoN' T T Rm AWAY YOUR CHA CE TO 

HELP NOMINATE THE DEI~OCRATIC CANDIDATE L GET I NVOLVED l 
~TAKES CARE OF THE COMMERC I ALS ,~OW A BR I EF WORD 

ON THE FORMAT FOR THIS AFTERNO N's FORUM , 

~CH CONTENDER WILL MAKE A FI VE-M I NUTE OPEN I NG STATEMENT, 

b!:I S SHOULD T~KE M~T ~ST H~R , b R THE SECOND HO~, 

THE CONTENDERS I LL ANStE R QUE STI O, S FROM THE AUD I E NC~ I VII LL 

EXPLAIN T E r,ROUNDRU LES FOR THE QUEST ION PERIOD AFTER THE 

OPEN ING STATEMENTS ARE COMP LETED . 
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~OW, IT IS MY PLEASURE TO I NTRODUCE THE FIRST CONTENDE 

FOR HIS OPEN ING FIVE-M INUTE STATEMENT ,, ,, , - • 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis­
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


