


October 23, 1975 

MEMORANDUM 

FOR: SENATOR 

FROM: DAN 

SUBJECT: DINNER FOR ROBERT CORNELL (8th District, Wisconsin) 

You are to be introduced by Gaylord Nelson. 
Bob Cornell wants you to give him a big plug as well 
as the need for a Democratic Congress. Cornell 
has been an educator and is interested in education 
and other social welfare issues. He has asked 
that you focus your 20-30 minutes on Democratic 
issues--especially the eocnomy. I have used most 
of the Texas speech for this and I've added some 
stuff on economic programs. 

Other members present: Shirley Chi Jp lm, 
Tim Hall, Dave Obey, Berkley Bedell, Rick Nolan, 
Al Baldus, Dick Bolling, Matt McHugh. 

* * * 
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~IN A LITTLE LESS THAN 13 MONTHS THE AMERICAN 

PEOPLE WILL HAVE THE CHANCE TO REPUDIATE EIGHT LONG 

YEAR~ REPUBLICAN RULE I 

~ AND I PREDICT--A DEMOCRAT WILL WIN IN 1976--

NOT BECAUSE WE HAVE ALL OF THE ANSWERS TO OUR 

~ 
NATION'S PROBLEMS- -NOT BECAUSE WE NEVER HAVE MADE 

~ 
/ 

MISTAKES--AND NOT BECAUSE WE CAN WORK MIRACLES, - ~,_ 

~ Bur A DEMOCRAT WILL WIN IN 1976 BECAUSE OUR 
'Z. 

PARTY IS COMMITTED TO WHAT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 

EXPECT AND DESERVE FROM THEIR LEADERS IN GOVERN --
MENT : FAIRNESS ) COMPASSION AND COURAGE TO LEAD, 

... • 
~THIS ADMINISTRATION STANDS INDICTED AS BEING 

THE MOST UNFAIR SINCE THE DAYS OF HARDING) COOLIDGE 
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WHY DO l SAY THIS? 

BECAUSE THE WORKING FAMILIES OF AMERICA HAVE 

BEEN MADE TO BEAR THE HEAVY BURDEN OF THE WORST 

RECESSION SINCE THE GREAT DEPRESSION: -...,.... 

k -OVER EIGHT MILLION PEOPLE HAVE LOST THEIR 

JOBS. 

L::WE HAVE EXPERIENCED THE HIGHEST INTEREST 

RATES SINCE THE CIVIL WAR, 

i_ --MILLIONS OF AMERICANS HAVE SLIPPED INTO POVERTY 

AS THE NUMBER OF POOR HAS REACHED THE 24 MILLION 

MARK, -- .. 

~--AND THE PURCHASING POWER OF THE AV!RAGE WORKING 
::;::sao 

FAMILY HAS BEEN ERODED TO THE 1965 LEVEL. 



I 
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~REPUBLICAN GOVERNMENT HAS MEANT HARDSHIP FOR 

THE MAJORITY AND EASY TIMES FOR THE LUCKY FEW, -
~HIS TYPE OF GOVERNMENT IS WRONG, 

L Ir Is UNFAIR. 

~ AND IT IS BAD ECONOMICS, 

~ iNSTEAD OF WORKING FOR A MEANINGFUL SOLUTION 

TO OUR ECONOMIC ILLSJ THE FORD WHITE HoUSE NOW 

HAS LOUDLY PROCLAIMED AN ECONOMIC RECOVERY, 

YESJ SOME BUSINESS PROFITS ARE UPJ BUSINESS 

INVENTORIES ARE CLIMBING) AND SOME BIG BUSINESS 

PROSPECTS LOOK BETTER, 

Bur WHAT ABOUT PEOPLE? 
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Is UNEMPLOYMENT SUBSIDING? NoT MUCH. 

~S THE THREAT OF JOB LOSS DISAPPEARED? Nor 

AT ALL. 

~ is THE PURCHASING POWER OF THE AVERAGE AMERICAN 

FAMILY INCREASING? 

~JOT IF YOUR WIFE AND MINE ARE HAVING THE SAME 

EXPERIENCE WHEN THEY GO INTO A SUPERMARKET, 

~CAN YOUR SON OR DAUGHTER AFFORD A NEW HOUSE? 

NoT VERY LIKELY. 

ARE MOST FAMILIES ABLE TO ESCAPE FINANCIAL 
......--~ -~ 

HARDSHIP WHEN PROLONGED ILLNESS OR DISEASE STRIKES 

A FAMILY MEt1BER? NoT MANY! -- -
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~WHEN WE CAN ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS WITH AN 

AFFIRMATIVE YES - -THEN WE CAN PROCLAIM AN HONEST TO 
__-:<;. 

GOODNESS RECOVERY IN AMERICA, BUT1 NOT UNTIL! 

~ WHILE THE DEMOCRATIC CoNGRESS HAS TRIED TO 

EASE THE ECONOMIC HARDSHIPS WHICH TOUCH SO MANY 

P~L~ THIS PRES !DENT HAS RESPONDED • TIME"' AND T1 ME 

AGAIN TO OUR EFFORTS WITH HIS VETO. ~ 

~HE PRESIDENT HAS SAID No TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 

39 TIMES IN THEIR HOUR OF NEED. 

THIS PRESIDENT HAS SAID: 

--No TO A JOBS PROGRAM; 

--No TO THE ELDERLY; 

--No TO BETTER EDUCATION ; 
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}_-No TO fl;ll'i\W SCHOOL CHILDREN; 

~No TO THE SICK; 

~No TO MORE AND BETTER HOMESi 

{:-No TO OUR FARMERS; 

~-No TO TAX REFORM, 

So I suGGEST--

THE TIME HAS COME FOR THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 

To SAY NO TO JERRY FoRD oN NovEMBER 2J 1976.<2 
-:: 

ACTI 
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INSTEAD OF ACTION PROGRAMS WE HAVE RECEIVED A 

MISMANAGEMENT, MISTAKES AND MEDIOCRITY. 

YES J PRESIDENT fORD AND TREASURY SECRETARY 

SIMON SPEND A. GOOD DEAL OF THEIR TIME DEFENDING 

WHAT THEY HAVE DONE IN THE NAME OF OLD TIME REPUBLICAN 

ECONOMIC RELIGIO~ 

~ THEY CALL FOR B~LANCED BUDG!~ ' THE PRES!-

HAS THE BIGGEST BUDGET DEFICIT SINCE WoRLD 
----~~~- --~------

WAR I I. 

FREE ENTERPRISE IS GLORIFIED) ANTI - TRUST 

" - -----
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REPUBLICAN PROPONENTS OF THE WORK ETHIC ARE 

WILLING TO LET MILLIONS OF AMERICANS LIVE ON UNEM-

PLOYMENT COMPENSATION--INSTEAD OF PRODUCTIVE JOBS, 

AND AS THE PRESIDENT ATTACKS GOVERNMENT REGULA-

TIONSJ HIS CABINET OFFICERS SIT IDLY BY AND LET THE 

-
EXECUTIVE BRANCH REGULATORS TURN OUT A BLIZZARD OF 

THEM EVERY DAY. 

~HINGS ARE REALLY UPSIDE DOWN IN THIS ADMINIS-

TRATION: 

-
--MORE MONEY FOR FOREIGN AIDJ AND LESS MONEY 

FOR SCHOOL LUNCHES. 

~ 
--MORE ~S TO THE SOVIETS AND NO HELP FOR 

-===-
OUR CITIES. 
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~ ~SUBSIDIZED CREDIT FOR EXPORTS AND NONE FOR 

HOUSING HERE AT HOME, 

THE ONLY WAY I CAN EXPLAIN THE UPSIDE-DOWN 

NATURE OF THE ADMINISTRATION IS TO SAY THAT OUR 

PRESIDENT SPENT TOO MANY YEARS PLAYING CENTER ON 

HIS COLLEGE FOOTBALL TEAM. 

~ROM THAT POSITION, EVERYTHING IS UPSIDE DOWN, 

THE DEMOCRATS OF WISCONSIN AND DEMOCRATS ALL 

ACROSS THE LAND HAVE TWO IMPORTANT JOBS TO DO IN THE 

NEXT THIRTEEN MONTHS, 

~U~~IRST T~SK IS TO LET THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 

KNOW THAT~EPUBLICAN POLITICS AS USUALu IS NOT 

ACCEPTABLE TO THE PEOPLE OF THIS NATION, 



- 10 -

WE MUST REJECT THOSE WHO BELIEVE THAT BY 

DIVIDING THEY WILL CONQU~ BY INACT~ON THEY WI~ 

SUCCEED; BY SAYING "No" THEY SHOW STRENGTHI BY - ,_.; -·- :;;-

PANDERING TO THE WORST THAT IS IN US1 THEY CAN WIN. 

THIS IS THE POLITICS OF DOUBT1 DIVISION AND 

DECEIT) ~ uw~~~ 
_.X I 

-··~-----·" ~- ... ____ ... _ ....... ~--'"'"' 

THESE ARE THE TACTICS F SMALL ME WHO SE 

AGAINST CITY1 R CH AGAINST OOR1 

l BELl VE THE PEOPLE ARE 0 SMART 

TO ACCEPT T IS TYPE OF CA 
..----- ...,~....-~·-··r- , ....... # .... --------- -- --- ----
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JOB IS TO UNDERSTAND THAT AMERICANS 

HAVE BECOME DISENCHANTED NOT WITH JUST ONE PARTY--

THEY HAVE GROWN TO DISTRUST THE ENTIRE POLITICAL 

SYSTEM- -REPUBLICANS AND DEMOCRATS ALIKE, ____ ..,.__.._ -- ' 

~ So OUR PARTY MUST NOT SIMPLY CALL FOR JOBS - ­

BUT IT MUST SHOW HOT TO PUT PEOPLE TO WORK, 
... ·· ...... 

~ I HAVE PROPOSED WITH CONGRESSMAN HAWKINS 

OF CALIFORNIA AN EMERGENCY JOBS PROGRAM TO PUT AT 
----------~ 

LEAST ONE MILLION UNEMPLOYED AMERICANSTO WORK ON --- ------------------------------~ 

PROJECTS OF CLEAR COM~~.~TY~!~E, ~IS IS THE 

TYPE OF LEGISLATION WHICH OUR PARTY SHOULD SUPPORT. 
--------------~-

~E MUST NOT SIMPLY CALL FOR TAX REFORM-- BUT 

WE MUST SHOW HOW LOOPHOLES CAN BE CLOSED. 
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~E SHOULD PASS A COMBINED TAX REFORM-TAX 

REDUCTION PACKAGE TO EXTEND THE T~X. ... RE...~ 

1975 INTO 1976) AND TO BRING MORE FAIRNESS TO OUR 

-=-:: /7 
TAX SYSTEM, WE SHOULD ALSO BE READY TO ENACT ADDI-

TIONAL TAX CUTS IF RECOVERY LAGS. 

~ J WANT TO ASSURE YOU TON.IGHT THAT THE CONGRESS 

I 
WILL REJECT THE PRESIDENT'S POLITICIZED TAX PACKAGE 

WHICH PROPOSES TAX CUTS UNTIL OCTOBER AND CUTBACKS 

1 
IN GOVERNMENT SOCIAL PROGRAMS AFTER THE ELECTION, 

= ~ 

~ EVERY MAN , WOMAN AND CHILD IN AMERICA WILL BE THANKFUL 

FOR OUR REFUSAL TO GO ALONG WITH MR. FORD'S PHONY 

TAX PLAN, 
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NOT SIMPLY CALL FOR CONTROLLING INFLA-

TION--BUT WE MUST PROPOSE SPECIFIC WAYS TO COMBAT 

INFLATION SO THAT YOUR EARNING POWER IS NOT ERODED, 

IN THIS AREA THERE ARE A NUMBER OF THINGS TO 

BE DONE, WE SHOULD MODERNIZE THE FEDERAL RESERVE 

SYSTEM TO INSURE THAT MONETARY POLICY BECOMES 

RESPONSIVE TO CoNGRESS, THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT 

SHOULD MORE RIGOROUSLY ENFORCE THE ANTI-TRUST LAWS 

TO CUT DOWN ON INFLATIONARY} MONOPOLISTIC PRACTICES. 

AND GOVERNMENT MUST EXERCISE RESTRAINT IN SPENDING--

ESPECIALLY IN THE AREA OF THE DEFENSE BUDGET. 
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~OUR PARTY MUST NOT SIMPLY PROFESS LOYALTY TO 

THE CoNSTITUTION--AND THE BILL OF RIGHTS--BUT IT -------
MUST DECLARE ITSELF AGAINST THE PERVASIVE AND 

DEADLY RAGE OF GOVERNMENT PRACTICES WHICH STRIKE 

AT THE HEART OF FREEDOM. :;-__._._-----
THE DEMOCRATIC CONGRESS MUST REMAIN VIGILANT 

TO INSURE THAT GOVERNMENT DOES NOT ABUSE ITS POWER 

AND INVADE THE RIGHTS OF CITIZENS, 

OUR PARTY MUST COMMIT ITSELF TO THE PRINCIPLE 

THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS THE SERVANT) NOT THE MASTER 
': :;>"" -7 --------

OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. 

WE MUST SHOW THAT- -

WE ARE THE PARTY OF ACTION, 
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WE ARE THE PARTY OF WORK. 

WE ARE THE PARTY OF HOPE. 

LET US UNITE, TOGETHER) WE CAN WIN IN 1976. 

TOGETHER WE CAN BRING PROPSERITY BACK TO AMERICA, 

WE NEED A DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENT TO DO THIS. WE 

NEED A DEMOCRATIC CONGRESS WITH PEOPLE LIKE BoB 

CoRNELL. 

* * * 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis­
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 




