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I want to extend my thanks and those of Mrs. Humphrey to 
Dr . James Hunt, President of the National Kidney Foundation, 
for inviting us to your 25th annual meeting. This occasion 
is especially meaningful to me because of my long interest 
in health matters. 

As you noted in your program, my Senate career began in 
19 49, about a year before your organization was founded. We've 
all come a long way since then. I won't recount my path -- it's 
familiar to most of you. 

Rather, I'd like to join you tonight in paying tribute to 
the important role the Foundation and its members have played 
in providing hope for the thousands of Americans who have 
experienced kidney failure. 

These achievements are punctuated by those honored here 
tonight -- Dr. Belding Scribner and Mr. Harold Schwartz -- and 
by the thousands of other physicians and lay volunteers who 
have devoted their time, their energies, and their talents to 
research on kidney and related diseases and to the work of the 
National Kidney Foundation. 

Many of you remember the struggling agency formed by a 
small group of laymen and physicians in 1950 to help the 
thousands of children suffering from kidney disease. 

Many of you were a part of the progress made in the 
1960's when technological breakthroughs through painstaking 
efforts nearly eliminated nephrosis as a fatal disease. 

Many of you will continue to be a part of the important 
work which remains to be done. The strides we have made 
in treatment cannot replace the need for developing a cure 
and in turn preventing the occurrence of the disease itself. 

It was during the period of rapid strides in the 
treatment of kidney disease that we discovered the fight 
had just begun. New studies revealed that 60,000 Americans 
died each year of end-stage kidney disease and that perhaps 
as many as eight million people suffered from a kidney-related 
problem. 

Kidney research in the United States has been primarily 
supported through the National Institutes of Health since 
the late 1950's. Like most biomedical research, its 
importance often is underrated and its support often wavering. 

But the funds have grown gradually over the years and 
much progress has been made through the Artificial Kidney 
Program and research in transplantation. 

Dialysis and transplantation -- new and effective 
therapies -- have been able to keep people alive. But they 
are frightfully expensive and people have died for lack of 
money and facilities. 

Many thousands of unfortunate Americans who have 
experienced kidney failure have been helped through amendments 
to Medicare which provide financial assistance. The renal 
disease program has meant life itself to untold numbers of 
Americans, and has given hope to countless families who had 
faced only despair. 
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But no matter how much assistance is provided for dialysis, 
a crucial limiting factor in such programs is the available 
supply of donor organs. This limitation will become a major 
barrier as the number of people requiring treatment 
significantly increases. 

To meet this need we must develop a logical network and 
public information system necessary for a national transplant 
effort. 

I am aware of many outstanding programs which further the 
recruitment of kidney donors and carry out an effective organ 
recovery program. Symposia, attitudinal surveys, innovative 
efforts at community and consumer education, and media 
follow-up are all part of the many efforts of the Foundation 
and its voluneers to provide information and help patients 
make the many personal adjustments necessary to cope with this 
disease. 

We need to keep working to heighten public awareness of 
this "gift of life." 

Equally important to successful transplantation is a 
better understanding of the body's rejection process. New 
inroads must be made in immuno-suppressant therapy. 

We also need to provide greater focus on the treatment 
of kidney disease by establishing centers of excellence 
throughout the country around ,.;hich financial and human 
resources can be marshalled. We need to provide greater 
incentives for skilled surgeons who perform the transplants 
and monitor the patients' recovery. 

But the struggle is far from over. Treatment in all too 
many cases is a stop-gap measure. In all too many cases it is 
not yet the cure. 

People still are getting kidney disease and still dying 
from it. Until a cure is found -- even when a cure is found 
prevention is the only rational answer for this disease and all 
others. 

1oney and efforts devoted to prevention and cure will reap 
dividends many times over the investment. More and more we 
are understanding that a healthy man is a productive one -- one 
who will earn and return many more dollars than a sick one. A 
healthy child is our investment in the future. 

We are just beginning to understand the cause-effect 
relationship of the various major diseases. Serious kidney 
disease has a far-reaching impact on the body in general. 

A kidney cure will have residual effects on the occurrence 
of heart disease, diabetes, diseases of the urinary tract and 
other major diseases. Progress made in preventing and controlling 
these diseases will have untold effects on those suffering from 
kidney disease and in preventing the disease itself. 

Increased public awareness of the importance of early 
detection can avoid this and other catastrophic illnesses. 

The cost of disease in one week is a great deal more than 
the budget of HEW will be in a year. 

But more than dollars and cents, we need to look at the 
human toll that disease takes -- the suffering of the afflicted, 
the anguish of loved ones. 

We must explore and chart and develop the undiscovered. 
Research always is a process of discovery. 

You never know \vhether you are going to find an answer. 
But you do know this -- that without the research you are not 
going to make any progress. 
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Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote: 

"The first wealth is health. Sickness is poor spirited, 
and cannot serve any one; it must husband its resources 
to live. But health or fulness answers its own ends, 
and has to spare, runs over, and inundates the 
neighborhoods and creeks of other men's necessities." 

We need to remember that our efforts here often "inundate 
the neighborhoods and creeks of other men's necessities." 

The United States is the leading exporter in biomedical 
knowledge. Other people from all over the world come to us 
to learn and take back the knowledge that you and I as 
taxpayers help to develop through our continued support of 
programs such as those at NIH and its associated organizations. 

These efforts to eradicate disease have been fruitful. 
We have just learned that with few exceptions smallpox is 
non-existent worldwide . And there is a long list of other 
diseases on the wane . 

All this is enhanced and made possible through appropriate 
support and funding coupled with the continuing efforts of 
individuals such as yourselves and organizations like the 
National Kidney Foundation . 

But we need to work together as a partnership. The day 
of the cornucopia approach to solving problems is over. The 
system relies heavily on experts and concerned citizens such as 
yourselves to help set priorities, to continually examine the 
results, to realign these priorities as progress is made, and 
to look to the future. 

In your work I ask all of you to keep in mind the wisdom 
of the old proverb which says: 

"He who has health, has hope . 
He \vho has hope, has everything." 

In the coming of this Bicentennial year you might also 
remember that through your future efforts you will be making 
a major contribution to helping many people exercise their 
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 

# # # # # # 
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\' ANT TO EXTEND MY THANKS AND THO E OF MRS , Hu PHREY TO 

R. JAMES HuNT) PRES I DENT OF THE I' ATIO NA L KIDNEY FouNDATI ON) 

~-h~WI 
FOR INVITI NG US TO YOUR 25TH ANN UAL MEETI NG,~HIS CCASI ON 

IS ESPECI ALLY MEAN INGFUL TO ME BECAUS E OF MY LONG INTEREST 

IN HEALTH ~-~ ().) ~~ 
~ S YOU NOTED IN YOUR PROGRA~ MY SENATE CAREER BEGA N IN 

1949 1 ABOUT A YEAR BE FORE YOUR ORGA NIZATION AS FOUNDED~~fE 'VE 
g,r 

ALL COME A LONG AY SI NCE THE '(1 ON 'T RECOUNT ~ ~TH -- IT'S 

FAMILIAR TO MOST OF YOU , 

1 RATHER -\ l'D LI KE TO JOI N YOU TO IGHT IN PA~G TRI~E TO 
~ -::;;.- ~ :...- -

THE IMPORTANT ROLE TH E FoUNDAT ION AND ITS MEMBERS AVE PLAY ED 

IN PROVIDI NG HOPE FOR THE THOUSANDS OF AMER ICANS WHO HAVE 

EXPER I ENCED KIDNEY FAILU. E, 
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l..!,HESE ACHIEVEMENTS ARE PUNCTUATED BY THOSE HONORED HE E 

TON IGHT -- DR , BE LDI NG CRI BNER AND MR. HA ROLD SCH /ARTZ -- AND 

BY THE THOUSANDS OF OTHE PHYSICI AN ND LAY VOLUN TEERS WHO 

HAVE DEVOTED THE IR TI M~ THE IR ENERG I Es1 AND THE IR TALENTS TO 

RESEARCH ON KIDNEY AND RELATED DISEASES AND TO THE WORK OF THE 

NATIONAL KID NEY FouNDATI ON.0 

L... f1.:_Y OF YOU RE 1EMBER THE STRUGGLJ NG AGE NCY FORMED BY A 

SMA LL GROUP OF LAYME N AND PHYSICIANS IN 1950 TO HELP THE -
THOUSANDS OF CHILD REN SUFFERI NG F OM KIDNEY DI SEASE , 

, -... 

~[·~ OF YOU /ERE A PART OF THE PROGRESS MADE I N THE 

1960 's ~HEN TECHNOLOGICAL BRE KTHROUGHS THROUGH PAl ST KI NG 

=?J-
EF FO RTS NEAR LY ELI I NATED NEPHRO IS A A FATAL DISEASE. -= 
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WILL CONTI NUE TO BE A PART OF THE IMPORTANT 

I~ORK WH ICH REMA INS TO BE DO NE , ~HE STRIDES ~~liVE ~E 

IN TREATMENT CANNOT REPLACE THE NEED FOR DEVELOP I NG A CU RE 

--=-- -
AND I N TURN PREVE NTI NG THE OCCURRENCE OF THE DISEASE ITSELF• 
~ -

~IT WAS DUR ING THE PERIOD OF RAPID S!ElEES I N THE 

TREATMENT OF KIDNEY Di t EASE TH T 'IE DISCOVERED T E FIG HT - -. - -
HAD JUST BEGU Nl NEW STUDIES REVEALED THAT 60, 000 AMER IC ANS 

....... 

\l f, 
DIED EACH YEAR OF END -STAGE KIDNEY DI EASE AND THAT PERHAPS -
AS MANY AS EIG T MILLI ON PEOPLE SUFFERED FROM A KID NE Y-RELATED 

PROB LEt-1 I -as 

~KIDNEY RESEARCH IN THE UN ITED STATES HilS BEE PR I MAR ILY 

SUPPORTED THRO UGH THE t ATI ONAL I NSTITUTES OF HE ALTH SINCE 

THE LATE 195£:s ·~ LI KE MOST BIOMEDICAL RESEARC!J ITS 

IMPORT NCE OFTEN IS UNDERRATED AND ITS SUP PORT OFTEN 



• 

51-t. ~) 7 

~~~~ ~~~ 
. M ~fa ""'""'"'""~J._ 

~Lt/:J;u 



HAVE GR WN GRADUA LL OVER THE YEARS AND 

,, 
MU CH PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE THROUG~ THE RTIFICI AL KIDNEY 

~ L~ \ 
PROG RAM AND RESEARCH IN TRANSP LANTATI ON . 

~DI ALYS I S AND TRANSP LANTATI ON -- NE ·I AND EFF ECT! 

T~RAP ! ES - - HAVE BEEN AB LE TO KEEP PEOPLE ALIV E~UT 

I ARE FRIGHTFULLY VE DIED FOR LACK OF 

MONEY AND FACILITI ES . 

( MANY THOUSANDS OF UNFORTUNATE MER ICANS W 0 HAVE 

EXPER I ENCED KIDNEY FAILU RE HAVE BEEN HELPED THROUGH /' P§'T •s 

48 [•1ED I ::RE WH ICH PROV IDE Sf I NANC I AL ASS ISTANCE , f::.E RENA L -
DISEASE P OGRAM HAS MEANT LIFE ITSE LF TO UNTOLD NUMBERS OF 
•> .., -

1ER IC ANSJ AND HAS GIVEN HOPE TO COUNTLESS FAM ILI ES WHO HAD 
• 

0 LY DESPA IR. 
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J.!.uT NO MATTER HO~I MUCH A S ISTANCE IS PROVIDED FOR DIALYSI;; 

A CRUCIAL LIMITI NG FACTOR I l SUCH PROGR MS IS THE AVAILABLE 

SUPPLY OF DONOR ORGANS , JT HI S LI M IT A TI ON I ILL BECOME A MAJOR .. \ ~ ~ 
BARR I ER AS THE NUMBE OF PEOPLE REQUI I G TREATMENT 

-
SIGNIFICANTLY I NCREASES . 

~ To MEET THIS NEED WE MUST DEVELOP A LOG:SAL NET~ ORK AND 

PUBLIC INFORMATION SYSTEM NECESSARY FOR A NATIONAL TRANSP LANT EFFORT . 
= -1'( 

L I AM A ARE OF MANY OUTSTAND I NG PR GRAMS w. I CH F~H ER THE 

fie; £:2 I?' dt 1' ttW Q t s sl' .JJ'! !Y" • 
REC UITMENT OF KID NEY DONOR~ AN~ARRY'btT AN EFFECTIVE ORGAN 

RECOVERY PROGRAM .~SYMPOSIA' ATTITUDI NAL SURVEY:r I NNO VATIVE 

EFFORTS AT Cot~MUN ITY AND CO SUMER EDUCATI05' AND ~A - ~ --
FOLLOi-UP ARE ALL PART OF THE MANY EFFORTS OF THE fOU NDATIO N 

~ 

AND ITS VOLUNEERS TO PROVIDE INFO RMATIO N AND HE LP PATI ENTS 

f'lt AI<E THE MANY PERSONAL ADJUSTME NTS NECESSARY TO COPE ~H TH THIS 

DIS EASE . 

-





r -o-

'-, \ E NEED TO KEEP ' RKI NG TO HE I GHTE PUBLIC AWARENESS OF 

THIS "G IFT OF LIFE• " 

UALLY IMPORTANT TO SUCC ES FUL TRANSP L TATI ON IS A 

BETTER UNDERSTAND I NG OF THE BODY' REJECTI ON P OC ESS ,~ E 

~ ... \l -1W 
INROADS MUST BE MADE IN IMMUNO-SUPP ESSANT THERAPY , ......... 
~ E ALSO NEED TO PROV i bE GREATER FOCUS 

~ 
OF KIDNEY DISEASE BY ES TAB LI SH I IG CENTERS 

ON THE TREATMENT 

711N1u~ &;.~. 
OF EXCELLENCE 
,1--

THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY AROUND \ HICH FI NANC IAL AND HUMAN 

_.. ---~ 
RESOURCES CAN BE MARSHALLED k .'IE : EED TO PROVI DE GREATER 

INCENTI VES FOR SK ILL ED SURGEONS ~H PER FORM THE TRANSPLANTS ... 
AND MON ITOR THE PATI ENTS' RECOVERY , 

= 
~STRUGGLE I S FAR FROM OVE ) TREATMENT I N ALL TOO 

MANY CASES I S A STOP- GAP MEASURE~IN ALL TOO MANY CASES I T I S 

" 

NOT YET THE CURE , .. 1"' 
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L PEOPLE STILL ARE GETTI NG KI DNEY DI SEASE AND STILL DY I NG 

~ 
FROM IT I UNTIL A CU RE IS FOUND EVEN WHEN A CURE IS FOUND --

7 1\ 

PREVENTI ON IS THE ONLY RATI ONAL ANSVER FOR THIS DISEASE AND ALL 

2 = .... 11 a 

OTHERS I -
j ! NEY AND EFFO TS DEVOTED TO PREVENTI O AND CURE WILL REAP 

~ ·----
DIVI DENDS IANY TI MES OVER THE I NVE TME H ~lORE AND MORE WE 

ARE UNDERSTAND ING THAT A HEALTHY~ PRODUCTI VE ONE -- ONE 

WHO WILL ; ARN- AND ~RN MANY MORE DOL LARS T AN A SIC K ONEL~ 

~ HEALTHY CHILD IS OUR INVESTMENT IN THE FUTU RE •• 

~=\'IE ARE J UST BEG I NN I NG TO UNDERSTA D THE CAUSE-E FFECT 

RELA Tl ONSH I P OF THE VAR I OUS MAJ OR DI SEASES .~SER I OUS KIDNEY 

DISEASE HAS A FA R- REACHI NG IMPACT ON THE BODY I GENERAL, 
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l A KIDNEY CURE \t iLL HAVE RES I DUAL EFFEC TS N THE OCC URRENCE 

OF HEART D I SEAS~ DIABETESJ DISEASES OF THE URI NARY TRA CT 

- J 
AND OTHER MAJOR DISEASES, MADE IN PREVENTI NG AND -
CONTRO LLI NG THESE DISEASES ILL HAVE UNTOLD EF FECTS ON THOSE 

SU FF ER ING FROM KIDNEY DI EASE AN IN PREVENTI NG THE DISEASE - • 

ITSELF,_ ~-~~·;J ~ll.L.J... 
... , ~~7JJ,.I. 
~ i NCREASED PUBLIC AWARENESS OF THE I MPORTANCE OF EAR,!:Y 

DETECTI ON CAN AVOID THIS AND OTHER C TASTROPH IC ILLNESSES , 

~ BUT MORE THAN DOLLARS AND CEIHS, IE NEED TO LOOK AT THE 

HUMAN TOLL THAT DISEASE TAKES - - THE S FF ER I NG OF THE AFFLICTED ) 

THE ANGU ISH OF LOVED ONES , 

-- ... .._, 
a 
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L.. 1
' E /4UST EXPLORE AND CHART AND DEVELOP THE UND I COVERED , 

RESEARCH ALWAYS I 

~ You NEVER KNOW ~IHETH ER YOU ARE GOI NG TO F I ND AN ANS •IE R , 

BUT YOU DO KNOW THIS -- THAT WITHOUT T E RESEARCH YOU AR E NOT - ..... -• === 
GO ING TO MAKE ANY PROGRESS. 

L., RALPH •IALDO EME RSON ROTE: 

' THE FIRST .EALTH IS HEALTH .~ICKNESS I S POOR SPIRITED, 

AND CA NN OT SERVE ANY ONEi ~T MUST HUS BAND ITS RESO RCES 

TO LIVEt' ~T HEALlti OR FULNESS ANS 1ERS ITS 0~/N END~ 

AND HAS TO SPARE) RU NS OVERJ AND Ir~U~ES TH E 

NE IGHBORHO DS AND CREEKS OF OTHER MEN's NECESSITI ES ,N 

~ \· E NEED TO REMEMBER THAT OUR EFFO TS ~ OFTEN " I NUNDATE 

TH E NE IGHBORHOODS A D C EEKS OF OTH ER MEN'S NECESS ITI ES , " 
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~THE NITED STATES I S THE LEAD I NG EXPORTER I N B I 0~1ED I CAL 

~~I LE~E~THER PEOPLE FROM ALL OVER THE ORLD COME TO US 

TO LEARN AND TAKE BACK THE KNOW LEDGE THAT YOU AND l AS c,.,-f,~ 

\)~.~~ 
TAXPAYERS HELP TO DEVELOP TH OUGH OUR CONTI NUED SUPPORT OF 

wri -

PROGRAMS SUCH AS THOSE AT f'HH AND ITS ASSOCI ATED O RGAN I ZATI ONS~,-t 

-=PG I(.J ;;"'"\. t=F~ ~ I 
/-..THESE EFFORTS TO ER~ICATE DISEASE HAVE BEEN FRU ITFUL" 

L!,/E HAVE .-r LEARNED THAT WITH FE~I EXCEPTI ONS SMALLPOX IS 

NON- EX I STENT WORLDW IDEl AND THERE I S A LONG LI ST OF OTHER 

it&~~~~· 'L 
DISEASES ON THE WAN E..- / ---- ~~~~-

--~ ..... 7 IJ7,........., -

I; ALL THIS IS ENHANCED AND MADE POS S I B LE THROUGH APPROPR I ATE 

J,--
~UPPORT AND FUND I NG COU PL ED ~ ITH THE CONT! NU I NG EFFORTS OF 

IND IVI DUALS SUCH AS YOURSE LVES AND ORGAN IZATI ONS LI KE THE 

NATI ONA L KI DNEY FouND~TI: . r .ttfif~·~ 
-~~yPy-

-



-11- ~~ S{i:J.r ·~ 
~BUT E NEED TO ORK TOGETHER AS A PARTNERSH I P .~E DAY 

OF THE COR~OP I A APPROACH TO SO LVI NG PROBLEMS I OVER~THE 

SYSTEM RE LI ES HE VILY ON EXPERTS AND CONCERNED CITI ZENS S CH AS 

YOURSE LVES TO HE LP SET PR I OR ITI E~ TO CONTI NUALLY EXAM I NE T. E 

RESU LTS,TO REALI GN THESE PR IOR ITI ES ASP OGRESS IS MADE J AND 

TO LOOK TO THE FUTURE . 

tiN YOUR WORK J ASK ALL OF YOU TO KEEP IN MI D THE WI SDOM 

OF THE OLD PROVERB ~HI CH SAYS: 

"HE WHO HAS HEALTH) HAS HOPE , 

HE HO HAS HOPEJ HAS EVERYTHI NG . " 

~IN THE COM ING OF TH IS ~ICENTENN ! AL YEAR YOU MIGHT ALSO 

REMEMBER THAT THROUGH Y UR FUTU RE EF FORTS YOU • ILL BE MAK ING 

A MAJ OR CONTRIBUTI ON TO HE LPI NG MANY PEOPLE EXERCI SE THE IR 

RIGHTS OF LIFEJ LI BERTY AND THE PURSU IT OF HAPP I NESS , 

------~====-~ -------
# # # # # # 
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