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Despite record U.S . harvests this year, the world food 
supply situation is little better than a year ago. 

Our farmers still feel neglected and unappreciated by the 
government . And many urban consumers do not understand agriculture 
and its modern complexities . 

We have an Administration which is tryin to forget 
lessons learned in maintaining the stability and productive 
capacity of this vital industry . 

It's not a case of trying to teach an old dog new tricks. 
It's a case of trying to remind a confused Administration of 
some basic facts . 

The Nation's Governors in February, 1975, resolved: 

"We must develop a workable national food policy that 
takes into account at least minimum protection for our 
farmers and their resources upon whom we are calling 
for unlimited production." 

That need exists more than ever today . The production of 
wheat this year was up 19.2 percent, corn 22.5 percent and 
soybeans 19 . 5 percent . 

The index of all agricultural production for this year 1s 
122 in comparison with the previous record of 120 in 1973 . 

Our agricultural exports are expected to approach $23 billion 
this year, \vith net agricultural sales over imports of $12.7 
billion. And yet, net income for farmers is likely to drop from 
over $27 billion last year to around $25 billion this year. 

innesota farm income for this year is lower than in 1974, 
when net farm income dropped by $543 . 4 million . How many sectors 
of our economy would be willing to accept a tventy-four percent 
reduction in net income? 

Farm prices have continued to bounce up and down, depending 
on the weather and rumors of export sales. Meanwhile, production 
costs keep rising ever upward. 

The Administration responds that its policy is one of full 
production and the free market. 

I support that as a goal, but it is not adequate or realistic 
as a policy . Without a balanced food and agricultural policy, 
our farmers will continue each year to look down the barrel at 
potential financial disaster. 

On the other hand, we confront a frightening world food need, 
with over 2 million new mouths to feed each month . 

To cripple food production with economic pressures that drive 
people from farms is unacceptable as we Natch the progression 
of world starvation. ~e cannot and will not i nore this serious 
obligation. 

_The record of this nation in helping to feed the world is one 
of wh1ch Ne can all be proud . In addition to our ever increasing 
com~ercial e~ports, we have provided over $27 billion in food 
ass1stance s1nce 1954. 
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This record achievement did not just happen. 
agriculture with the stability needed to encourage 
to invest in new technology, and to plan for five, 
years into the future. 

We provided 
the farmer 
ten or more 

It is a record that was made possible by developing programs 
to assure the availability of credit. 

It also was based on agricultural research efforts, market 
promotion and development, adequate transportation and inputs. 

And it was encouraged by the tremendous growth in the ability 
of the farmer to market his own product . Those of you gathered 
here know this story be tter than most, because you helped write 
that history. 

However, let us not kid ourselves. The programs we fashioned 
over the years have not been perfect . We did not provide adequate 
rewards for our farmers. 

But let's look at t he record of what we have accomplished. 

The American farmer -- from the Minnesota dairyman to the 
Louisiana rice producer -- stands before his nation and the 
entire world with a record of productivi t y t hat is unmatched 
anywhere. 

In the years ri ght after World War II, America was looked to 
as the breadbasket of the world . And today, more than ever, we are 
the world 's main food surplus nation. 

The people of Ameri ca today enjoy a diet unparalleled in the 
world for quality, variety and -- most im ortant abundance. 
For most of us, food costs amount to only about 17 percent of 
take-home income. 

The average American has been able to improve his diet through 
a generally rising standard of living, by programs of consumer 
information, and by improved food quality, quantity and safety. 

The child nutrition programs have been greatly expanded and 
extended to reach additional millions with better school lunches, 
school breakfasts, and additional milk. A special effort has 
been made to place these food programs within t he reach of all 
children, regardless of family circumstances. 

e also have launched a special su plemental feeding program 
for the nutritionally vulnerable. The Woman, Infants and Children 
(W.I. C.) program is designed to make certain that the most needy 
infants have the opportunity for norma l mental development. 

The Food Stamp Program has made an adequate diet a reality for 
millions of people . And it also serves as a buffer during periods 
of severe unem loyment. 

All of these efforts to improve agriculture and our national 
nutrition levels came only because grou s such as G. T .. made their 
contribution. Someone recognized a need and saw the responsibility 
of having the government act in the public interest. 

But in spite of our progress, we face major uncertanties 
in agriculture today. 

We hear a lot of talk about the advantages of t he free 
market . And we are told of t he wisdom of removing the shackles of 
government intervention and interference from the farmer. But 
these speeches do not represent the dawning of a new era in 
agricutural economics. 

They represent an attempt to turn back t he clock. 

One of the main shortcomings of our present agricultural programs 
is lack of adequate support prices for our producers . 
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Last spring Congress passed a one year farm bill. It was not 
an ideal piece of legislation. We were forced to temper what we felt 
was needed against what might be acceptable to the Whi te House . But 
even this modes t bill brought forth a Presidential veto, although 
grain prices t hen were well above the target prices in the bill. 

Re cently t he market prices have been hovering near the levels 
in that bill. 

In vetoing the bill, President Ford said it would cost too 
much money. He acknowledged that farm costs were 11 percent higher 
than in 1974, and prices were down seven percent. 

And unfortunately t he Department of Agriculture resorted to 
furnishing highly misleading andd is torted information on t he cost 
of the bill in order to defeat it. 

The President praised the American farmer for responding to his 
call for all-out production. And he pledged his personal support 
to maintain the farmer's access to world markets . 

Since then, our farmers have learned the value of t hat promise. 
As the Soviet crop estimates plummeted -- from 215 to 160 million 
metric tons -- the demand for our grain escalated. 

But the Administration -- in spite of its free market 
proclamations -- again, as in 1973 and 1974, established export 
controls. 

I hope that the recent agreement with t he Soviet Union helps 
to stabilize the demand for our agricultural products . It is highly 
disruptive when one year that country buys 15 million tons and the 
next year purchases almost nothing. 

I have urged that the Soviets buy on a regular basis . 
This would enable cooperatives such as GTA to participate in 
the business, and it would reduce the disruption in our market. 

But it is not just on the farm or in our export markets that 
we face uncertainty today. In the marketing of agricultural 
commodities, farmers have made tremendous investments in t he 
development of cooperative associations to market t heir products . 

When the cooperative movement began, it was often subject to 
attack as a violation of antitrust laws. In 19 2 2, Congress, through 
the Capper-Volstead Act, said that farmers needed cooperatives to 
permit them to compete in the market. 

Over the years, Congress has encouraged farmer cooperatives on 
the basis that they improve the marketing ability of farmers and 
serve to stimulate competition with private corporations. 

But today, the cooperatives are under attack once again, being 
charged with "unduly enhancing" food prices . It is clear that the 
Administration would like to restrict cooperatives in the name of 
stimulating competition. 

I understand that Secretary Butz, who should know better, 
recently stated that G. T. A. had "gobbled up all the private 
elevators along the Milwaukee and Northwestern railroads." 

To make matters worse, t hese remarks were made in an urban 
setting, at the Harvard Business School, where the comments were 
likely to go unchallenged. 

I am reminded of Adlai Stevenson 's comment that "if the 
Republicans will stop telling lies about us, we will stop 
telling the truth about them." 

But let us not be deceived. The talk about limiting cooperatives 
really is a discussion of how we can limit the farmer in the market 
place . 
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It is interesting to note that only 28 percent of all farm output 
is marketed through cooperatives. In 1973, t he combined sales of all 
cooperatives totaled $19 billion, while General 4otors had sales of 
over $28 billion. 

The cooperative is a force for stability and a means to enable 
the producer to get a better deal. It also hel s assure reliable 
food supplies for consumers. But today we hear veiled threats 
which create concern and confusion. 

The cooperatives must not stand divided. An attack on one 
is an attack on all. 

This is just one more area where the Administration has been 
guided by theory rather than fact. 

We need not only a new coach and a new team, but an entirely 
diffferent game plan. 

Increasingly, we also have become aware of t he critical importance 
of a good transportation system in moving t he output of the farm to 
the ultimate user. What we need is a transportation policy including 
not just roads but also our railroads and waterways . 

Our focus in recent vears has been mainly on railroads. Since 
1960, track abandonments have averaged about 1,000 miles annually. 
Yet the railroads insist t hat t hey are losing $130 million a year 
on branch lines alone. 

Around Redwood Falls, according to your GTA Digest, trains don't 
run on that line until the quack grass is strong enough in spring to 
hold the ties to ether. 

We also face a major issue in tryin to reach a decision on 
rebuilding Lock and Dam 26 at Alton, Illinois, on the ississippi. 

If these structures give way, we will place a heavy strain 
on our rail and road facilities. And our farmers will pay a heavy 
price because we have been unable to reach a decision on how to 
proceed. 

This issue brings to gether t he concerns of the environmentalists, 
and those who feel that these facilities must be rebuilt. 

We need to find a way to give these concerns a full hearing , 
but also be able to reach a conclusion promptly . 

Wh at is needed today is the development of a balance d food 
and a gricultural policy which takes into account t he needs and 
interests of farmers and consumers alike. This policy must relate 
our domestic, export and humanitarian concerns. 

We will need to avoi d dealing with problems on an ad hoc basis -­
groping from crisis to crisis, unsure of where we are headed but still 
proclaiming t he gospe l of the full market . 

This will mean being realistic rather than being guided by polls, 
developing slo gans, or coming up with new "WI "buttons. 

We should develop a olicy aimed at the following specific 
objectives: 

Price and income protection for producers of food and fiber; 

Food supply stability for consumers at reasonab le prices~ 

Adequate supplies of inputs and trans portation for producers 
at reasonable prices; 

-- Assuring the production of ade quate supp lies of dairy and 
livestock products for domestic and international needs ; and 
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-- The establishment of a reserve program to provide market 
stability during periods of shortage and surplus, maintain the 
reliability of the U.S. as an exporter, and continue the 
provision of food assistance to needy nations. 

All of this can be done without depressing farm prices. 

We have seen some of the problems of recent years from 
rising food prices, embargoes, rising farm indebtedness and 
foreclosures, and volatile export markets, to the cost price 
squeeze on farmers, particularly livestock and dairy producers. 

We must get away from the uncertainty each year as ~o whether this 
year will be a bad year for our livestock or grain producers. 

The task before us requires leadership, getting on with 
t he job ahead. Unfortunately, that commodity seems to be in 
short supply these days. 

I ledge to continue my best efforts in this direction, and 
I urge you to do likewise. 

# It # It It # 
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~ESPITE RECORD U, , HARVESTS THIS YEAR, T~ FOOD 

UPPLY SITUATION IS LITTLE BETTE T ArJ A YE R;t 0 . 

( nuR F4RMERS STILL FEEL NEG LECTE~ 

D ANY UR AN CONSU~ D 

PLEXITIE ~ . I 
GOVERN ~1ENT I 

AND ITS MODERN C 

D NAPPRECIATED BY THE 

lOT UNDERSTAND AGRICULTURE 

L.. hE HAVE AN ADMI NL IS TRY I JG TO FORG ET 

LESSONS LEAR NED IN INT INI NG TH E STA ILITY AND PRODUCTIVE 

VITAL IND USTRY, 

IT'S OT A CAS E OF TRYHlG TO TEAC A LD DOG NE' T !CKS. 

IT'S A CASE F TRYI NG TO REMI ND A C FU ED A MI NISTRATI ON OF 

THE NAT ION's GovERNORs 1 ' FE .RUAPYJ 1975) RE OLVED: .. 



111· E MUST DEVELOP A \!fORK .JLE NATI ONA L FOOD POLICY T' AT 

TA KES I NT ACCOUNT AT L ST Mit! I 1UM PROTECTION FOR OU 

FA RMERS AND THE IR RESOU CE UPO~ WHOM IE ARE CALLI NG 

FOR UN LI MITED PRODUCT ! N, v 

I l.•t\ .. ~·~\..l..iJ-, J 
THAT NEE~~X ISTS MORE THAN EVER T~AY~ THE PR~UCTI ON OF 

HEAT THIS E R JAS UP 19.2 PE CE NTJ CORN 22 .5 PERCENT AND - --- ' 
SOYBEANS 19.5 PERCENT• 

~ Ou R AGR I C UL TU L EXPORTS ARE EXPECTED TO APPRO Cll $23 B I LLI ON 

THIS YEAR ' . IT~ MET AGRICULTUR L SALES OVE. IMPORTS OF $12 .7 

B ILLI ON .~ N YET, NET INCOME FOR FARMERS I LI KE LY T DR P FRO , 

OVE ."27 BILL! LAST YEA . TO OU ID $2, BILLI ON THIS Y-AR .· 
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,.;"" 

f.iCOME FO TH I 

$543 .4 

v iLLirJG 

p/ 
~/ 
EPT A T''IE NTY- FOU 

SEC TO 

PERCEi T 

fARM P IC ES HAVE CO NTI NUED TO BOUN CE UP AIJD D01• N1 DEPnlD I NG 

ON THE \', EATHER Atm RUMORS OF EXPORT SALES 1 ~ lEANWH I LE1 P . DUC T I otJ . -
COSTS KEEP RISI !!G ... 

THE i'm MI NI ST TI N RES PONDS Td T ITS POLICY I S orE OF FULL -
PRODUC TI ON AND THE FREE 

~ ! SUPPO T ~ A hOALJ RUT IT I NOT ADE UATE 0 REALI TIC 

AS A POLICY ~ITHOUT A !LANCED FOOD AND AGRICULT RA L POLICY.. 

OUR FARMERS WILL CO NTI JUE EACH YEAR TO LOOK DO ~N THE BARREL AT , ) • 
POTENTI AL F I !ANC I AL D L ASTER 1 ,....wz 
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~i'l TH OT E, . MD, ·•E CO NF ntH FR !GHTE~ I 'G .''ORLD FOOD NEE , 

'H TH OVE 2 MILLION {\ EH ~10UTHS TO FEED EAC. MOr TH, 

-----------------------------··---------
~To CRI PPLE FOO PRODUCT! N WIT EC. NOM IC PRESS RES THAT D IVE 

PEOPLE FROM FAR M I U CC EPTA LE AS "E TCH THE PROGRE S I O~l 

., --
OF 'E CAN OT ArD ILL NO T IGrORE THIS SERIOU. -

BL IG TI ON , 

L THE RECOPD OF T ~I - N T 0 I N HE LPHIG T FE D THE i"ORL I 0 . E 

OF 'I !CH WE CAN ALL BE PROUD.~! ADDITION TO OUR EVER I I C EAS I G 

COMMER CIAL EXPORTS ) ~E ~AVE P OV IDED OVER ,27 BILLI ON IN FO D 
• • - ::-

ASS ISTANCE SI NCE 1954 . 

AG I CULT!JR E \JI IH ry5 &TAP I bl,.v DtEFpfp IAs f&!CQ!! RA AE Jfa• • HH4ii R 
-. 
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~IT I S RE CORD THAT "AS MADE 

TO ASSURE THE 

L., I T ALSO I•IAS BA E N A PI CUL TUR L RESEARCH EFFORT , MARKET 

P OMOTI ON AND DEVEL P ENTJ ADEQUATE TRAN . PORTATI ON AND IN TS, 

~ , D IT WAS ENCOURAGED Y THE TREMENDOU GR 1•/T I;J THE AB ILITY 

u:.~-~,~ 

E E KNO THIS STORY BETTER THAN MOSTJ BECAUSE YOU HELPED ' RITE 

THAT H T .. Y I .. 

;-: ~ ./.tl.w tJtA;t-': 
.j«~ LET' S LOO I< AT THE RECORD 0 F WHAT 'IE HAVE ACCOMPLI H ED . 

REW DS FOR OUR FARME S , 



~ T E AMERICA N 

THE ~UISIANA RICE PR~UCE , --STA NDS BE FORE HIS NATI ON AND ~E 

-..... 
ENTI RE '/ORL IS UNMATCHED ANY~HERE , 

u 

L. I N THE YEARS RIGHT AFTER 1·1oRLD •f R I IJ .MER ICA \AS LOO KED TO 

AS THE BREADBASKET OF THE \' 0 LD ·lAND 

THE • ORLD ' MA IN FOOD 

1-!.HE PEOPLE OF ER ICA 'R Y ENJOY A DIET UNPARALLELED I N THE 

W RLD FOR OU ALI TV, VA R I E TV AND - - MOST Ir1 PORT ANT -- ABU NDANCE. 

-
t..!..OR MOST OF US, FOOD COST. AM UNT TO O~. L Y ROUT 17 PERCE IT OF 

TA <E-HO E I COI1E - J.,-1 •• c.M -._ -1t., ~ 

L.THE AVER GE .MER IC N H BEEN ARLE T IMP ROVE HIS DIE T T RO G~ 

A GE NERALLY RISI NG STANDARD OF LIVI N r B ' PROG. MS OF CONSUMER 

!~FORMAT!~ , A D BY I MPROVED FOO AUAL!TY
1 

r>UA NTITY AND SAF ET , 



" THE CHILD UTRITION PROGRAMS HAVE F.EN GRE TLY EXPANDED Ar·D 

SCHOO L BREAKF STSJ AN ADDITIONAL MILl A SPEC IAL EFFORT H S 

BEEN MADE TO PLACE THESE FOOD PRO R r ~ ITHIN THE RE CH OF ALL 

~ E ALSO HAVE LAU NCHED 

I NFANTS HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY FO NOR AL MENTAL DEVELOPMENT , 

~ THE FooD STAMP PROGR 1 HAS M DE N ADEQUATE DIET A REALITY FOR 

r ILLI NS oF PEOPLE , 

OF 

: 
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~.LL OF THESE EFFORTS TO IMP OVE AGR ICU LTU E AND OU TI ONAL 

NUTRITI N LEVEL CAME ON LY AS G.T.A. ADE Tl EI 

C NT !BUT! O , ~OMEO E RECOGN IZED A NEED AriD SA' THE RE P NS IBI Ll TV 

OF HAVI NG THE GOVER ENT ACT IN THE PUBLIC I lTERES T, 

1--!:..T IN SPITE OF OU. P OGRES. ) E FACE MAJOR..:NCE TANT! E 

IN AGR ICULTURE TODAY, 

NT AGES 

RKET, 

VER Nf ENT INTER VENT N AND I ~ TE FE T THESE 

A I1J AGR ICUT RAL 

ECONOMICS , J 

RfPiiHi$SI!JIT AN P:TTEP'PT TS Te!RfJ BASI< Ti lE EUKI~-

-
~ONE OF T ~E ~~NGS OF OU 

IS LACK OF ADE~..u-A. TE~SUPPORT PRICES FOP:..:U 
?FCtl.s 

PRES ENT AGR IC LT URA L PROGRAM~ 

P DUCERS , 



L llft.Ar1''7*1 
LAST SPR I JG Co, GRESS PASSED A ONE -Y EA,_ FARM BILL. IT ~lAS NOT 

AN IDEAL PI ECE OF LEG I L.U! Ol \' E E~E FOR CED TO TEMPER WHAT ltE FELT 

'illS NEEDED A AJNST •/HilT MI GHT E ACC EPT 'l LE TO THE HITE Hou E ·(~T 

E EN THIS MODEST BILL B OUGH T FO Ti PRES IDENTI AL VET J ALTHOUGH 

..J,AOUJ 
G .AIN PR ICES THEN 1!ERE ·ELL A. OVE TdE T R ET PR ICES IN n E ILL, 

J, 

T HE MARKET PR I 'liS w 0\Hi tQ I!!!N 118'/E:fH 141.'5 14EAR I HE e!VE LS 

( ! N VETOI NG THE BI LL, PRES I DE IT roR S. ID Ff WOULD COST TOO 

MU CH MONEY1 HE ACKNOW LEDGED T AT F RM COSTS WERE 11 PERCENT HIGHER 

THAN I N 1974, AN~" ER DO •/N SEVEN P RCENT, -1?1-~ 

FURN ISH I NG HIGHLY MISLE DI NG ND DI TORED I NFORMATI ON 0 THE CO T 

OF T. E BILL I ORDER TO DE FEAT IT. 
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1.., T E PRE !DENT PR ! SED THE A_M_E ____________ _ 

CALL FOR ALL-OUT PRODUCTI O~ AND HE P-L-ED_G_E_D __ H_I __________ __. 

TO MA INTAIN THE FARME 's ACC ESS T 0 LD MA KETS , 

------------------------·--~--~ 
~ SINCE THEN, OUR FARMER HAVE LEARNED T E VALUE OF THAT PROM ISE , 

As THE SOVI ET C OP ESTI ATES PLUMME TED - - FROM 215 TO 160 MILLI 
C: -

METRIC TONS THE DEM ND FOR OUR GRAI ESCALATED , 

L... BUT THE .DM I I STRATI ON - - H SP ITE OF ITS FREE MARKET 

PROCLAMATI ONS - - A AI NJ AS IN 1 73 AND 1974) ESTAB LI SH ED EXPO T 

L... J HOPE THAT THE RECENT AGREEMENT ~!TH THE SOVI ET NION HELPS 

TO STAB ILI ZE THE DEMAND FOR OUR AGR ICULTUR L PRODUCTs(. IT IS HIGH LY 

DISRUPTIVE WHEN ONE YE R THAT COUNTR BU S 5 MILLI ON TONS A THE 

tr -" 1 

NEXT YEAR URCHASES AU10ST NOTH! G, - ~ !-~ 
~~~ 
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~1 HAVE URGED THAT T E SOVI ETS 

L!.. I S .OULD ENABLE COO~ERAT~ ES lJC, A, GT - TO 

THE BUS I NESSJ AND 

WE FACE ~-~T~ I~ T~DAY.:.~ THE MARKETI NG OF AGR ICULTURAL 

COMMOD ITI ES ~ FARMERS HAVE MADE TREMEJDOUS INVESTMENTS I ~ T. E 

DEVELOP ENT OF COOPERATI V~A€£2£ 1 2 ]t~JS TO MARKET THE IR PRODUCTS,e 

~ \ EN THE COOPERATIVE MOVEMENT BEG t~ IT 'AS OFTEN SU JECT TO 

ATT CK AS A VI OLATI ON OF ANT !TRUST LA sL Jr 192b CoNGRES 'J T:1ROUGH 

THE CA PPE - VO LSTEAD fr cTJ SA ID TH T F R ERS NEEDED COOPERATIV ES TO ______ ...,... ) 

PERM IT THEM TO COMPETE IN THE MARKET• 

~OVER T, E YEARS) C!:NGRE:: HAS E~ C OURAGED FARriER CO PERATIVES ON 

THE BAS IS THAT THEY IMPROVE THE MA KETING ABILI TY OF FAR E S AND 

SE VE TO STI MULATE C 0~1PETITI ON ITH PR IVATE CORPORATI Oi'lS ,8(Js-
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l. BUT TODAY) THE COOPER TIVES ARE UNDER ATTACK ONCE AGA I N, . EI IG 

CH RGED \' ITH "UNDULY EN ANC I NG" FO PRICES ·L! T I CLEAR T' T TH" 

,tm INIST ATION OULD LI KE TO RESTRICT COOP ERATIVES IN THE NAME OF 

STI ULATING COMPETITION , - .. -........-~-

~ I UNDER, TA . TH T ECRETARY Rurz, ·"110 SH ULD KNO''' BETTER, 

RECENTLY STATED THAT G,T,. , -lA "G BBLED U ALL TYE PRIVATE 

ELEVATORS AL NG THE ~1 IU•/AUKEE AND ~1 0RT 'i ESTER N RAI LROAD ~~I 

L To MAKE MATTERS 10 sEJ THESE RE'1ARI'S ' E E r~ADE I N A URBAN 

SETTI NG) AT THE .AR VARD 

LI KE LY 

M REM i f.I DED OF .DLAI STEVEflS N
1
S C ~HENT THAT " IF TH 

0 EPUBL ICANS '!I LL TOP TELL NG LI ES A OUT U _, ,. ILL STO 
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~T LET US NOT BE DECEIVEDe E 

REALLY IS A DI CUSS ION OF HO • '·!E C. N LI MIT THE F Rfv1E~ IN T~E M.~RKET - -
0 LACE I 

~ !TIS I NTERESTI N TO lOTE THAT ON LY 28 PERCE T OF ALL F R1 OUTPUl 

COOPE. AT I VES TOTALED $19 BILL I r1~ 1•'. I LE JEN ERA L I OT RS AD ALE<; OF 

OVER $/3 BILLI ON , 

L:!HE CO PERATI E I f A FORCE FORST BI LITY A~! A ME. N, TO EN BLE 

THE PRODUCER TO GET A BETTER DEAL -6 T AL 0 HE LPS SSU E RE LIABL E 

FOOD SUPP LI ES FOR CONSUMERS ( BuT T Dl\ Y J 'I!E HE-R VEILED T:-JREATS 

CONCERN AND CON FUS I _N, 

1..!. HE COOP ERII TI VES MU T NOT S T ND D IV JDED .L..AN A TT ;c K ON ONE 

IS N ATTACK ON ALL, 

-
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~TH I S I J UST ONE MORE A .F i'IIERE THE fo,DIINISTRATION liAS BFEt 

GU IDED BY THEORY R T: ER 

- -z::.IE filiEii NIH QI I J X A R' Fit l GO oc; 0 D'li? A Pli':':' lii A Us !!~T f:fl B'Bfl. ELY 

~i NCREAS I N r.L) IE ALS H. VE BECO E A' AR OF T E CRITI CAL 

I PO T NCE OF A GOOD TR NSPORTATI N SYSTE IN M YIN THE OUTPUT OF T, E 

F RM TO THE ULTI ATE USER ·L•l-IE NEED II!J' A TRA SPORTAT! Ot' PO LICY 

L!l 

UJCL UD ItJG 10T J UST ROADS .. T AL ..... ...... 
1::..01 & FPG\I ij Ill RKEilT HEAld liM !'1~211 l'ii\ihtl &II lmti!R!li5,,()I. C 

~;) T ACK AB DO 'ME T HAVE AV R GE A UT 1J0l· MILES N .U LL~ 
...... 

E T THE R. I L 0 D S H ! S T T' AT .TH Y LOS I NG $13 MI LLIO l A 

N BR NCH LI ES ALONE . - -::_.--......... ~; 



' 
l r· - ::> -

, . ..,..,~ "*' ! AROUND ~E \~ OD FA LLSA ACCO DI ;~ TO YOUR GT~ DIGESTJ TRA I N DON'T 

Uf! OtJ THAT LI .JE UNT IL THE 0UAC K GR . S IS STPO~G Er.!OUG.I Ir SPR I ~G TO 

HOLD THE TIES TOG ETHER , 

L WE AL 0 FACE A M JOR I S, UE I N T l NG TO REAC A DEC! I N ON 

~HE E STRUCTU ES G! E A j WE /ILL PL~CE A HEAVY STRA I N or OUR 

RA IL AND R AD FAC!LIT! E l p. D OUR F R EP.S \ LL P Y A . EAVY P. IC E 

~ T I S I SSUE JlR I NGS TOGETHER THE C0~1CE N OF T E EN~ RON~ENTii!.l ST , 

AND THOSE ' 0 FEEL THAT THE E FAC ILITI ES MU T BE REB ILT. 

'.!E NE D TO FI ND A WAY TO GIVE THESE CONCER S A FULL !1E.l\R I NG J 
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WH AT IS NEEDED TOD Y I THE DEVELOP EN T OF A 

ND AGRICU LT URA L POLICY WHIC TAKES INTO ACCOUNT THE NEEDS AND 

DOMESTIC~ EXPORT AND - ., 

•,' E \'i iLL NEED TO AVOID DEALI NG · ITH PROBLEMS ON Arl AD HOC B SIS--

G OPI NG FROM CRI. I TO CRIS s~ UN RE OF WHER E 1f.E A E HEA.DED B1 T STILL 

P OCLAIMI NG THE GOSPEL OF TH E F LL MA KE T, 

~o~ ... 
QR 'PC' !liES I D ~. 

t~--·~~·~ 
[. PR IC E AND I NCOME OTECTI N FO P ,QDUC RS OF FO - ,../ •• ..t~o 
~ Fo-·o-D--~~~sT_A:B=I=L~Ir_v.4~F-------------M~-~-~--M-~·-~-:!~.--~ 
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-- ADEQ UATE S PPLIE OF IN UTS A, D TRANSPORTATI O~l FOR PRODUC ERS ..... 
AT REASO IABLE P IC ES.._ #~~) ~-~ ~ 

~- • .S SURI NG THE P DUCT! ON OF ADEQUATE SU f PLI ES 

LIVESTOCI/ P ODUCTS FOR DQklESJ IC AN 

L.-- THE ESTAB LI SI MENT OF A -RE_s_E_R_v_E-----------

RE LIABILITY OF THE U,S, AS A EXPORTER, AND CONTI NUE T ,E 

PROVI ION OF FOOD A 

" ,..,.c;;r-
( . LL OF THI S CA~!lE DONE l iT 

hE AVE SEE N S ME OF THE PROBLEtS OF RECEI T EARS FROM 

ISING FOOD INDEBTED NESS AND 

FO EC LOSURESJ 

SQUEEZE ON FA tERS, PA .TI CULAR L L VE TOC K AND DAI Y PRODUCERS , 
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WE MUST GET AWAY FR0 1 T THIS 

THE TASK BE FO RE US REQU IRES LE DE SHIP1 GETTI NG ON WITH 

THE JOB AHEAD. UN FORTUNATELY 1 THAT COM ODITY SEEM TO BE I 

SHORT SUPPLY THE. E D Y • 

I PLEDGE TO CONTI NUE MY BEST EFFO RTS I N THIS DIREC TI ON 1 AND 

I URGE Y0U TO DO LI KEWISE . 

# # # # # # 
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B • ..J. MALUSKY 
PRES I DENT 

SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA 55165 JAN 30 9 07 AH '76 
January 28, 1976 

The Honorable Hubert H. Humphrey 
232 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. c. 20510 

Dear Hubert: 

Enclosed is a copy of our transcript of your address 
made at GTA's Annual Banquet on December 3, 1975. 

We have had a number of requests for copies of your 
speech, and we should like your permission to send 
these. 

With every good wish and best personal 

yours, 

FARMERS UNION G 



ADDRESS BY SENATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 
38TH ANNUAL MEETING BANQUET 

FARMERS UNION GRAIN TERMINAL ASSOCIATION 
SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1975 

Well, thank you very much, my dear and good friend, Barney. Barney 

Malusky has done a remarkable job, as you all know, in giving leadership to GTA. 

I don't know whether you'ye applauded him properly or not, but I think we ought 
~ 

to tell Barney how proud we are of his great success here. ~IAwant to 

compliment ~ Jewell Haaland, your chairman, and Gordon Matheson, your vice 

chairman. Jewell, I know what Gordon has been going through as vice chairman, 

~ and I just want you to know that you have my sympathy, Gord~n. ~To every member 

of the GTA Board --my special congratulations. The next thing I'd like to 

suggest is that they turn off those terrible bright lights up there so I can see 

you. 

not Hollywood. I'm in St. Paul, snci :irhw :iw Minnesota . I want to see the folks 

out here, not only from Minnesota, but also from all of the surrounding states. 

already met a friend here from South Dakota, and he told me things were good. 

yett 1rere ettbtled to h. I regret that we held you up a little while, but ~ 

~H ~§rpey; WE teft Washington al! :§ 1 :i~ s JJashiA8&8n l!it!R!, end we had headwinds of ... 

"""' about 125m.p.h.,"iiry'ilig'N4'5tMweBI!, Md they aU lll!l 8??d a jels liB l!hej u·:ld 



getting here. I 

but ~I ~ha ale 5 a""' 

I want to talk to you tonight about matters of mutual concern. I've 

been with you so many times. I look out here and it's like a family reunion. I 

of th~u~i~ ~ I can recall 

traveling ~ rom Latin Americ~) ~ - IAJUSt finished a long 
~ 

talk with Mr. Khrushchev .. .__lltA.the Soviet Union, e:sc-oWr-

I.8Fteion in co Mlrtiit!a'l'l 

this great gathe~.~onsider thisone of the finest, if not the best, meetings 

of agriculturalists~ .t family farmers held anywhere in the world. And, dear 

friends, I have spoken to people in many parts of the world .-~-.~~~~~ .. ~--

Japan, India, Korea, Egypt, Eastern Europe, Western Europe, 

Canada, and as far as Australia. ~have talked to the great international 

conferences of our farmers and farm leaders, and every time I go to one of these 

meetings, I tell them about the GTA. I think this is the finest of 

cooperatives, and I salute you for the tremendous achievement that you represent , 

~~ j&;£ S&t€693. This has been a remarkable program of achievement. 

This past week in Washington the governors of our 50 states have been 

meeting. I couldn't help but remember their meeting in February of 1975. The 

governors of the states of our Union took recognition of the great and basic 

needs of rural America, of our agriculture, and of our farm people. At long 

of government. For a long period 

of time, as you knmv, there complain!J about \vhat farmers were 

getting from the government, rather than \vha t farmers were doing for America and 

for the world. 
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In February of 1975, the 50 governors meeting in conference passed the following 

resolution: 

We must develop a workable national policy that takes 
into account at least minimum protection for our farmers 
and their resources, upon whom we are calling for unlimited 
production. 

Now, that resolution was preceded by a topic of interest on the subject of sharing 

the risk because everybody acquainted with agriculture knows that it is .. great 

risk. No one ever knows what the crop is going to be. You can't really ma~e safe 

predictions. And, surely, many a farmer has experienced disaster almost overnight . 

But our people, at long last, are beginning to understand that there needs to be 

some continuity of national policy. 

Tonight, I want to talk with you about a balanced national food policy 

not just agricultural policy, but food policy -- a policy that relates to the 

producer, to the consumer, to the exporter, to the importer, because today 

agriculture is so basic to the national well-being of the American people and the 

world that we need to think about it in much broader terms than we have in the 

past. ~can 1 t just !IIW- talk about loans and Jt!:l?iB=:~~~~~te target prices. 

Important and basic as those features are, we need to talk about a balanced_...... 
. ~JS, 

national agricultural and food policy that satisfies the needs of the ~!\million 

Americans who make up our population. And that food policy must help satisfy 
, 

some of the requirements of a \vorld that continues to fac C'and will for the 

foreseeable future & ~~~y ei~ fawW sikaatien -- t · 6 i :q~ a world food 

don't l~yone tell 

--'Vear ~other ~ 

you that we are not facing that reality. It 

is here. it will be alleviated somewhat because of the 

abundance of a crop, in India, or by ~he good fortune of a in 

China, or a bumper crop in the Soviet Union. 

unmistakably, is for a tight supply of agricultural products world-wide. l:>'s 

a race between food and population. And as the countries of the world can, 

-3-



hopefully, get themselves out of this recession which has gripped not only America 

but the whole world, consumption of food will rise~emand will rise. There· 

fore, we need to gear our policies as a major agricultural producing country to 

those projections and, indeed, those facts. 

~ 
Now I have served on the Committee on Agriculture and the 

¥ 18 .. yea~ , I am presently Chairman of_ t~ Foreign Agricultural Subcom-

mittee. I am also the chairman of~Joint ~omic Connnittee,~ for 

the first time that committee has been holding hearingsAmaking studies about the 

relationship of agriculture, food prices, and farm prices to the national economy. 

~an you imagine a committee, established in 1946, that up until this last year had 

never had a stud~ of the relationship of agricultur~~--~--~~ 
M . .Ao.,f\;11~~ 1 

They're always talking about t.i11 prAilhmo fiEld ..,.. 

w•• atadyk~ the problems of finance, tiua pob!b!!!liB 8f industry, tA.8 Hl9R!f !i"i"®sloR\oS 

iftg' ilae our urban centers, but with little or no attention to the basic needs of 

American agriculture. l!:_something goes wrong in our automobile industry -- which 

people are laid off, ; r lift 1 
'

1 e sa1oil go dena anJ it is a headline story, not only 

for a day, but for weeks and 

paper, there is a story 

goodness~ s&lcs ate bette£. 

Today I talked with the president of the United Automobile Workers, 

Leonard Woodcock, on another matter and I said, "How is it Leonard?" ''Well," he 

said, "fortunately somewhat better but still serious problems •... " [!ow my point 

is that the total assets of the automobile industry are $72 billion. But, 

the assets of American agriculture are between $550 and $600 billion -- almost 

eight times as much*'W ~d yet that great segment of thE! economy; n I 'etris 

has been given very little consideration until the last two or three 
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'~ 
yearsf\until the first Russian grain deal. r tell ye~m c 0 

~i thou t l!he-Cemm:utti:!! t:s SG&t?~ng-thu-""'"'~' 

hav~ happened beeause 

t~~. ~t:_ can remember in Washington for years looking up in the 

press gallery, and the minute anybody would get up and make a speech on agriculLure, 

every newspaper man would leave. They'd go out and get themselves a beer
1 

or a cup 

of coffee or smoke their favorite cigar. And then all at once it ch'anged when the 
I ~ l172. 

~~~~~~~~Aand bought up those huge 

·t By the- way, the farmer did not 

benefit at all that particular year. But the increase in the price of the grocery 

bills of Americans by $10 billion then a.ll at once 'caused somebody from New York 

and Philadelphia to say, "You know, there may be something to this agriculture 

business." They began to take interest. 

I've told this many times, I remember speaking on the floor of the 

Senate and I looked up in the gallery and there wereone or two left, and I said, 

"I want to give you a basic course in agricultural economics. The first thing 

we're going to do, gentlemen of the press, is we're going to learn how to spe l l 

'farmer'," and I spelled it out like you would for ':1 child-- F-A-R-M-E-R- -- and 

then I defined 

countryside. 

it.~ said, 

They ti 11 the 

"There are human beings who live in what we call the 

soil, they plant the seed; they hopefully get a crop , 

~ 
QQdlaAt: _t:hq uH harvest it and ~ theyA try to market it. And 

possibly some of you may remember it because it produces things like bread." b_en 

I went into the dairy business and reminded them that milk did not come in bottles 

that it came out of cows -- and that somehow or .-other they had to get a better 

understanding. 

Now you may say well that sounds almost childlike, but it's not, dear 
. 11 t!om~ r~ ~;+~~ t!JF 

friends. It is the simple truth that so often there was 
)::::#~tt)A{.4J4 £-

p...Ulie edsea lien r=, ' of rura 1 America. The problems of our city today are in 
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large measure due to the neglect of rural America. 30 million Americans left 

their farms in 30 years and piled into ~he cities. Georgetown University has just 

~ ~ 
completed a survey which shows that ~~he last 50 years~~Jf years 

American farmers produced below the cost of production~~SO, no profits 

at all, just losses. And in only 11 have they ever broken even or made a profit. 

Is it any wonder that farm people have been concerned as to whether 

anyone cared? Sometimes it was almost the fault of our own farmers themselves 

for the failure to unite on a common policy. How would you like to be a member 

of the Senate Committee on Agriculture and have several groups come down, all 

with a different program and going in different directions when you are supposed 

farmers' interests? /I want to say here right n~w what I said 
.. J;,;... ~~ L:- ~ 

the National Farmers ' Union) aoa~"nlll!l!cl~t+IPI'"i'i-ssi\GT)!.suo he&il lena tlreze 

wne'ii tentl y aua thE jed ~~p-and etk-e£' ;:t:;t::,ae~fts sttsb ali the Grange...-.. 

~afdrersWni • and the NFO - in paw1iieu 1 arl\ have worked together to give us some 

semblance of a unity of purpose. But one of our great farm organizations, I 

regret to say, has been on the outside, and you, as a Senator or Congressman, 

have to make a choice. So just keep in mind that unity in your ranks Jf•i! a! 111 1 

needed is vital to your success. 

8 

I know what the recent talk is: get the government out of agriculture. 

Now dear friends, I've been around that government a long time and there's a lot 
1btr 

of nonsense going on. ~ery candidate for any office today says~1t we need ~ 

less government and the minute they get in ~~t more government. l! remember 

Franklin Roosevelt, in 1932, bless his memory, calling Hoover a spender, and 

saying that he was going to reduce the budget 25%. That was in his campaign 

speech in October in Pittsburgh, 1932. There hasn't been a candidate for president 

or a 2 
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~t to get Iewet people, €!Lt., e~e ; ot.c. government that 

is accountable, responsl~~ efficient, and carries out sSI•••••F~ its corrnni tments, 

7:':~.~' Government is not going t~~ l£58. It's here. The question is does it 

represent you? Are those who are in·government listening to you and trying to 

understand the problems of this country, and are they willing to be held 

accountable for the policies that they legislate and tis t tl ~ administer? ~nd 

I want to v1arn this audience, if I do nothing else tonight, that when you hear 

~ that we're going to get the government out of this or that, you better ask 

yourself what does this mean. The Bank for Cooperatives was not established 

because somebody found it in a Dead Sea Scroll. It was a law passed by the 
Nl/1'7ldAJ 

Congress. The Rural Electr~ Administration didn't come out of the United Way 

;!(' M.~ 
fund. ~t came out of government and it's still there. The sameA~ the~ural 
Telephone program.~ freight rates, waterways, and truck rates are going to be 

regulated, I hope they will do a better job."!.Pd x.ze uill ile s heUer jei! liitUUillliJ'E! 

'II\ 
But, government is thereJ and g~H?liRilten~needs to be t;here, not ' to inter fe re 

1r'" 
in the sense of impeding the growth, but ~help~ where needed. 

jiSsisUng uhere Rii'ii'istasaa iii' l!Af!sired. I think this is what the governors were 

talking about in 1975. 

We know today, for example, that agricultural exports are of tremendous 

importance to this nation. Every day there is somebody getting up and talking 

about American pmo1er, or that the Russians got more bombs than we have, or they 've 

got more submarines, or they have a bigger Navy than we have. 
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-;wr 
i'C'c st t eliuh'\ID Napoleon Bonaparte once saidAan army travels on its 

stomach. The Soviet Union today is in trouble because its . economy doesn't work; 

its missiles may work, but its economy doesn't work. The Soviet Union's in 

trouble today despite the fact that it has a modern Navy, because its collective 

. farms can't produce what is needed ~ ~~he Sovie t Union's going to be in trouble 

for the foreseeable future because 90% of all the land in th Union that 

produces crops growing 

did.Q ' t F eqpjrp AD¥ ec;t qf "!mgresa !!it dLij \'!T!~'tlt'l 

oo t I tiliok it ' s i'i!me !!hat wt! h iE eti up t o whil E Ctfeo fli8e-t s are. l:he Indians in 

India are going to be in difficulty because of the uncertainty of the monsoons. 

. '""" r 'JI<j Q JB 1 Prl;fY' mse 1 amJs 0 

l;!he Chinese maybe will do better because much of their productive area is within 

our latitude. And they've put great efforts, by the way, 'l!!ot sy put mai 8ioe s 9 h Pr'"" 

into improving their agriculture. Before they build a steel plant, they put in 

conservation measures for their ~ ~' 1·~·~ 1 ;d ""Y >Mug of i n dustna l 

capa· ~hey built experiment stations all 

over China for ever y possible kind o f crop and every k ind of clima t e . -·:s i:s 

I visited there just a year ago, f or 14 days, and I traveled over 

3,000 miles in that country, and the on~ thing I came back with wa s the i mpres s ion 

that the Chines e had made a ba s i c, fundamenta l decis ion to try to be s e l f ­

sufficient in f ood. ~might t e ll you all quickly t ha t they'r e going to have an 

abundance of oil. They have a large oil deposit tha t is almost equal to wha t 

they have in Saudi Arabia. It's only a matt er of time before they develop it, 

oi~staztcei zm~ to r ec laim th e ir la nd, 

~ 

-rr 
but they started out not~drill-.r f or 

which had been eroded lfL 1 li h k a R99P liteu , , ~ /1. destroyed o~er centuries. 

~nd th~ountry ~ 850 million people with 70% of its lan~untains and 

deserts, with 10/o of its ~e~, and only 20% available to feed its people, 
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. 
' 

effective job ~ceting that goa 1. is today doing a rather~ .. ,_ .. ~.,~~.-.u 

~ vast areas of the world are going to look to this na tionA to Canada ,.-. ... ~~~~~a:e 

to help them with their food needs. 

~:~pertment: wltet e MtS. lfantphr ey and I live in Waslriagl!en), ~t:r~at:z arrd i werrt 

swtnuutng Iter e a s anday or two ago cog~ 

A/ 
ttr. 2 ~lked about food as ~"-weapon. 

--~~~--p~ ~~never to speak of food as a weapon. Food is a resource; weapons 

take life; food gives life Food is an instrument of power for good, and those 

~ 
people kp the landi tka~have produced this food ought to feel that they've been 

a basic part of all that's good in this country. I've gone to grade schools and 
~ 

t'tttil! tliildiell, sad I've talked to ~m~in the third and fourth grade, and I 

said to them, "Now you go home and tell your daddy and your mamma that they are 

~ 
patriots." ~~the early days of this republic, it was the embattled farmers at 

~ ~tk_ 
Lexington and Concord, you know, not the stock brokers, atui 1 said, "Nou )ton go , 
Ai.Ll~, 
o~pd talk tg thews li'888M8@ ,,itltbd[ wnat they do, on t5os e ftirlltS whers Y'i'll 1 iJ 7 A ; 

tA,:i s conn try of Jrpprs and mjn~-~ not be tlte gFeB t: eoa-ntYy tsR.et it is toda~r 

Our agriculture exports this year will approach about $23 billion. And 

if prices were where they should be, they'd be substantially higher. Net agricultural 

sales over imports will be approximately $13 billion-- $12,700,000,000. The United 

States of America can pay for oil that we need for our factories, simply becaus e 

farmers in America produce grain and other supplies that are needed around the \vorl) 

and we sell it for cash. \Je don 1 t have any give auay nes!:e }1J;8~F&HIIi; 8lte 11l:et Hlii 

~ve 2\78) "e giue j t fpr bpwanitaF!i:aR apeJ:sie-foo. The Soviet Union, like anybody else, 

pays the price in the market. -~!oil of thgse ABtli er mj §takes are QUQJ;,~ 

note' ou,~issioner of Agriculture, over here, Jon Wefald, "Jon, I salute you 4 
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you do ~ marvelous 

/compatrtots in the 

job here for us in Minnesota, and 

other states served by GTA." h_ut 

I know that you have many 

I got some figures that I 
1M\ 

thought were ltthd) &If interesting.......- 'l'hh i"O lg tee to s gwe t\Minneso ta f:i.@ui' i~lnul ygu 
I 

friends tree et!hC£ states will nave Eo Iorgiu~s Rli; hr bobs a litlill!le panehisll 

otbttm .~ ... ~u ..... .,. Corn, in 1947~age for the year- $2 . 08~ 
~{t was $2.46 in January of 1947. Today, it runs between $2. 3? and $2.40. I.;,_ 

that with interest on money? I remember in 1947 you 

gallon of gasoline . What did your tractor 
WLL 

cost you in ,,47 as compared to now? 

Wheat in January, 1948A $2.92 a bushel. 

right now. lNow so~nesota figures of 

It's running between $3.00 and $3.20 

interest since August: soybeans have 

dropped a $1.35; corn has dropped between 50¢ and 60¢; wheat has dropped between 

50¢ and 70¢. ~ ladies and gentlemen, the average person in the public is leld 

to believe that farm prices have been skyrocketing because they go to the super-

market and see that some prices are up. Ladies and gentlemen, we've got to tell 

our story to a larger audience than just our farm neighbors. (Now the facts in our 

state are rather interesting. Net farm income in Minnesota in 1973 was 

~~ ~ 
$2.2 billion, right Jon? )...19741\.net farm income \vas $1.7 billion, ~ 1975 net farm 

inco~.2 billion was the projection. This is a one billion dollar drop in the 

'.K 
two-year period) ans i5 1 o the largest drop in history, andA basically brings us 

back to prices in 1947. 

-+.Jl 
Why do I ~ ... you this? 9M:, I know tlidt :uao days p1iecs BIC ee t!l! er iM iilfl 

I point it out because \ve don't seem to have yet developed a nationa l 

policy which gives some stability. Let me just lay it on the linet I'm the author 

of ~dities Futures Exchange ~ission Act. I introduced the legislation~ 

U llloe ~hear in* totS Dick Clark A George McGovern, "''" lltiheit Hampln 05 o We had 

our first report today from the head of that Commission. ~'QFY timi aaa~ SBAHibOd){ 

l:Umors that there's a big shortage somewhere, prices momentarily go uo. as it 
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h'8ppns61 ~re rei leA-8 iiSQ Wen the President pu t$_. an embargo on sales of 
. ~~L .. ~.- ~ 

American grain and corn to the Soviet Union~d~was a S¥S~'s pQrarlis~ 

:~:E.:v;,;:y;[E~~·~~I::::c::x$:~:: 
caught 

for ._. 

wheat , vh en he il i: lii1:t!'1;N~'-!i"'~I!":O-'t-;!":_~'S'e~~"'"MI¥t-.,..e-Roe getf $3.50. ~the average 

citizen is led to believe for months and going on ms 'i a~8 years that you're 

getting $5.00 to $6.00 a bushel. A'\'ui H 5 sw lien' t be lievE! ' ±~:;J,.J.:fnnul 

I answer questions all over this count~tlle rfrmer. 

t__;.,-- on "Capitol Cloakroom" today, a CBS r<1dio program; there were questions put 

to me again about farm prices. I told those reporters, three of them, what the 

facts were, and they looked at me and afterwards they said, '~ere'd you get that 

nonsense?" ''Well," I said, "I know what I'm talking about; the trouble is you 

don't." And they said, ''Why, we read not long ago wheat was over $5.00 a busheL" 

pe.;iod of tiiil@ , and you wcre , rceeling elsoat those $ H suyls!!!&lli~Ji~:!i They still think 

soybeans are $11. I came away from a big conference up in New York City just 

two and a half weeks ag~d a joint economic committee~ And 

witne~~c'tfo-e' $11, ""'"""""" Tl!•) otill Oelieoeoi oh'""· 

0 ha h 'ob 

We've been told all the time by the Administration that its policy is 

one of full production in the free market. Well, I like the idea of full 

production, and I'd like to have the market free, ~t I'm here to tell you that 

every government in the world controls its agriculture 9(iuch more than ours. 

~st governments have purchasing agencies in their goverrunents that make all the 
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purchases. There is no free trading, and I think that it's important for a 

Senator like myself who wants nothing more from you than your respect to come to 

you and tell you quite frankly that we are the one country in the world that still 
I 

operates on the free market 

~ 
Wheat Board. A}Ah en 

principle in agriculture.L__The Canadians have the 

you sell to the Chinese or the Russians or the Pole~~ Canadian 

you don't go over there and make a deal with Mr. Stefinski, you make it with the 

government. .JlUloo~l"'e'tre~-eftt!~~bd;,.;i.s.l~-a<fl'VtfO~~. erefore , it is imperatiVE) ~. 

if we're going to preserve our family farm system and as much of the free market 

as we possibly can, that at least our government recognize what the realities are 

and not try to kid you and other people --fgel etver pe~ into believing 

something that is not true. So, that is why I think that we need more than just 

rhetoric or worshipping at the shrine of what is called the free market in a world 

in 'vhich the free market, for many of the people, has long ago disappeared. e. 
yet every month there are two million more mouths to feed in the world, every month. 

To cripple food production with economic pressures that drive people from the farm 

is unacceptable as we watch the progression of world hunger. We cannot and \ve must 

not ignore this serious situation. l_::e record of this country, our country, of 

feeding people in the \vorld is a great record. ' We have Sii' fgu ~'IUHzt!i'@i81Win 

C8illiltercial exports; anli ue lta\11! provided over $27 billion of food assistance to help 

other countries develop, to feed their hungry, eo help their e'flil6r err~ ladies 

and gentlemen, it may be the best thing that we've ever done in our foreign policy. 

That food assistance didn't cause any war. You can't shoot somebody with a kernel 

of wheat or a bushel of oats, J?:tZMmelreti poantis ei can;~, or some powdered milk. 

This is helping people to live. ~is record of achievement didn't happen by 

accident; it's a record that \vas made possible by developing programs to assure 

the availability of credit to Farmers Home Administration, the Federal Land Bank, 

the Farm 

based on 

Credit Administrati~ 

agricultural researc~ 

the Bank 

0~ 
for Cooperatives, the PeA's. It also is 

grant +gl.Jeg~ :f,'nstitptie~, 
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expePimEttta t=~ns . It was based upon a transportation policy, and the 

availability of imports such as fuel and fertilizer; and it was encouraged by the 

tremendous growth in the ability of the farmer to market his own product to form 
. I 

cooperatives. But the programs we've fashioned over the years you and I know are 

not perfect; they'v~ had many weaknesses, and you and I know that we did not 

provide adequate rewards, as I told you. ~ yeats, hldieS amt gt!iitlemen, horn 

armer 

produce at 

didn't want to stay on t e .A_n6 t::ln~~'s Wltj we've had trsohle jp rprql Am e rica. 

But let's take a look now at what's happened in the years right after 

World War II. We were the breadbasket of the world. The American farmer, whether 
~ 

he's ~#\Louisiana rice producer or Wei seal or ••ltsst! ~¥8K"M81!!!1rg at? a Minnesota 

soybean producer, or a livestock and dairy farmer; .. 1 teeer he ~a~.-.. can be proud 

of an amazing record; 
L~~ , 

and don't forge~ay il! as oftetl as you Edit. ~people 

of this country enjoy the best diet in the world; the greatest abundance and 

variety and quality of food that's ever been produced in the history of mankind. 

kd- 1iestett eocll to tlri8-, despite the cost of food in America 

-coun;e, ate very const:!OU! of that because eawy Hiik; Hi?PY tiwn it8IY as,; !iili!!T""le 

budget in America for the avera ge working fam ily is the lowest fee~ ba~t8~ in the 

\"orld; 17% of the take-home pay goes for food. ~ other country comes 111H;\ioii.J;l. 

~~_) 
gsA) f(Lhat, even with subsidized food. Niu; this i!tt 1 t to tell peol'h• tha L 

-et~pe-rrrteFket and see prices his\i &\tat thEy shoei!:e H:I-o H. I'm simply saying that 

relative to the rest of the \"orld, that the average American family gets a greater 

variety of food, a higher quality, and a steady availability of food ~--ll!'r" 

and at a smaller percentage of his income than any other family in the 

world. ~~~==~~·? And that's been made possible not because there was some big 
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General Motors of agriculture. It's been made possible because there were over 

five million family farmers who have increased their production beyond anything 

of any corporate institution in any part of the world. This is an amazing record, 

and government and farmers work together to make it possible. I submit that this 

is no time to be abandoning something that 1~e ~~~ '6fs rt!l!~ . 

And, Mr. and Mrs. Farmer, agricultural programs also must include 

food programs fa~:.. I know that there's lots of talk about 

the abuse of the food stamps. And there are abuses. The committee on Agriculture 

and Forestry is conducting a massive investigation. We will remedy those abuses, 

but much of it takes place right out at your local county where the program is 

administered. ~ not blaming anybody; I'm just laying it on the line. But, for 

the little abuse in the food program, I ask you to take a look at what happens in 

a weapons program. Recently, there was one tank program that this government has 

The tanks 

cost the taxpayers $500 million and it never was ~joined to a plane. LBut, we say, 

"That's all i~eriments." You know, you can't always be sure; there are cost 

it's and they're not free )-. 

~QQ-U 'ou f t'a"~eo-a--eoE~!'a-i-n-oi"ll.' 

cost 

if your 

But, I want to tell you, there's been more skullduggery going on in the 

port of New Orleans than ever went on down in the food stamp office, and make no 

mistake about it. But be that as it may, ,.,e will also do our best to see that 
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IJ)JlTt?] ; ltd[ sarncs. But, I want to warn you and tell you nO\oT that efforts have 

been made to do away with school lunches in the name of economy, efforts that are~ 
made to do away with special milk programs for our kids in the name of economy, 

~~ I 

~ ...... Jffiade to do away with our supplemental feeding program for senior 
1\ ~ 

efforts 

citizens and for the women, infants, and children in the name 
, L~~ 

of economy ~are ~ 

false econo~ iit(WillhJir\ you, the farm producers of this country. 

~our government is a big purchaser of food. Why not? Your government purchas es 

billions of dollars worth of munitions in the name of security. Don't you think 

that security is in the health of our people? /.!__on't 

w 
\ve now know that a child that 

~ 
is a ~f ~alnutrition ~~a ~w~~~~Mfl~It .. _)~ pregnant woman,Aa victim of malnutri-

he poss~ility of a learning disability}ooie ssfiRil!el, t!iteJ!'82 1)91J5 L w 
understand that the lack of protein in the first four years of life cr~ ~ 
mind? And the cost of taking care of people once that crippling has set in for 

the rest of their lives is phenomenal? But \ve've got people parading around this 

oow• of yo•, •• ,..,~ ,!;W}: •tdt"'in~ country and ~rau're ljst2Riil~ 1i8 t!keRz; 

we've got to do is economize on food. ~give you some better ones if you \vant 

to economize. I have a bill 

~ millions of dollars 

in Congress right now that sees to it that we quit 

worth of weapons all over the world --we don't even 

know who's getting them. That's where ~~~/economize.~st year your 

government \vas an arms merchant hr tlte~fl2 billion; $12 billion of arms 

under credit terms better than you can sell f ood. But somehow or another, wh en 

some · little family get-s sQ. ld W $50 worth of food stamps, that gets the headline . 

My dear frjepds, that iii'R:'t: ev-e- f 

this government a long time. I make no apologies for 
IY\-fYT-fo . 

my public service, but I am here to tell you 1!aiit! Ho8R
1 t '9 r · get led off into the 

frte tlilLigs ·E ve been in 

c 'eEIIC and see llle. . I don 1 t care whether his name is Reagan) or Fullerj or Joe 9okes 1 

~ prepared to take h;l,m on whgp it GQaUH& tQ 78ii'~9Mleare EllHir- t?e eEI pe!l!i!-sy u 
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big 

we 1y e got here. 

lawyers busy 

or another, 

going out 

never gets around 

8l!aJIIII1e ~era t i 
called the 

te 11 the Just ice 

ou ght I 

law. 

Senator 

It's 

on things that have no ri ht to be. let's s ee what e lse 

'W 9 11 , we sort o f~r;e.Pdl-ltr"''f~te~~g'\"lurn~h~e~r~e~. -"l'f~w~d'!'!S!l'lf"''f ""' ,.c-eg"'"OI"'f"t'"l g,_f"LOI'I""'"''L'I'Eoi!ltli!l~Y~o~Urr-'~a.,.bi'I"UI'I'CM"t't" 

CQ.:OPS right away ·Y\~al9sti9a 8tl& other dt:i"ng. I heepd the President of 

bN' 
the United States prais~ the American farme~ .... ~~~~e~esponding to his call 

for M productHJ~t€io'ed · that emergency farm 

bill that we passed a year agok .. would have given a little better loan rate and 
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a little higher target price. ~e Department of Agriculture provided a lot of 

misleading figures as to the cost of that bill. That bill wouldn't cost $10 if 

the farm ~were above the target price; and by the way, farm prices today are 

just ~Nwhat ~rget prices were in ' that bill. And if you think that corn 

isn't wort~dollars a bushel, tell me. I thi~k it is. ~~~~=;;;~~~~g. 
that the Goy ernm -co~pan¥ hat aKes these 

ha- governmen 

I"fU:Jashjpitgp 9 P e C:; t!hEj jUS C""1md-

appen -- government? ody 

. brfiu gh t s orne pr 0 s Q t! i e t 0 "'1:J'E!ar ? 

~~--~~~~~~ President that the farmers have got 

to go all out now on production as a national duty. And then he says, and I quote 

him, "I pledge my personal support to maintain the farmers' access to wor l d markets," 

and said that there would be no interference. The farmers have learned, however, 

of the value o~ 0~at pro~. As t~e (q~~ t . Union's top estimates came in, 

dropping from~ to l6~illion metric tons, the demand 

for American grain~A'~;c ~~~--~~~~-~~a. 
~ 

in spite of its 

free market proclamations!\ in spite of worshipping at the shrine of getting 

government out of a griculture, the President of the United States imposed an embargo 

which upset every market in the world. Despite the fact that we have the biggest 

wheat crop 

we've ever 

r.ve've,;:;;.,_er had; despite the fact 

had; ~despite the fact that we've 

that ;&.';~ad the biggest corn crop 

had the~biggest soybean crop.~ 

And agee that ~lze eral5urgo was intpaseti , a8 I told you, pti tt!S Wt a CP: up. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-} Now, I just 
rH£. /-l-~m w/~ r£-RT/0~ I.----

want to keep their word, I consider this embargo an outrageous interference 

in the market. And I want to say that agaiJ because some.¢~e k has been going 

-17-



around saying that Hu ;4 'V'J'f(!as for the embargo . Not one 

George Meany and told him that I was against the embargo. 

bit. ~even wrote to 

And I have also written 

to Kissinger and told him I was against the embargo. I want the Department of 
I 

Agriculture say about American food policy. But if they'r e 

~~4H~~~~~M-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ · ~hope that 

the recent agreement with the Soviet Union will put some sense into our policies. 

I was in the Soviet Union in 1972 after that election and again in 1973. I talked 

to Mr. Kosygin and Mr. Brezhnev• r-' :8 !8llcce to 15etft 

~greements on , purchasA. American food . 

9£ ~~8M. I urged ~ them 

I stopped in Poland and did 

· exactly the same thing. I took · this message back to 

Our Department of Agriculture said no, not interested, -.-==-~ 

'\'lW....~~w~ • is;;oo uw,.. /obody ever knows 

when E&qf~g to come into the market. They come in all at once and announce 

the purchase of six million tons, ten million tons and that means that only three 

or four companies in the United States of America can get into the business. 

I wa~eratives ~ 
La be able !& get i rl{hf!..tus iness .~ 

~~8Ft tra~ . And you ought to be in. And I'll tell you how you can get in it 

when the purchases are regular and on a smaller term basis. 1 The Japanses are a 

much bigger customer over the long period of time for the United States than th e 
~~ Sovietf~t a certain number of shiploads of beans 

that you can do business with them. And we ~ told the 

and wheat every week so 

Soviets,~as there 

this last surraner, that we want them as a customer. I'm \villing to sell the Russians 

anything they can't shoot back as long as they're willing to pay cash. I We're 

selling them computers today without an embargo. They get those computers that 

can make those missiles more accurate. Selling them wheat will help their kids. 

s they p::t1=£or i t -
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for ourselves. From there on out, if they've got the money and we 've got th e goods , 

~.C~~~~~~~~~.,. .. ~, I'm for selling it. And that's the way it ought t o be . 

adJ:J:i..'.J you' 11 

more business .-.,. than you've ~~~+ozm==IOII~~i-._M,...-!+tia 

And •1!!11•• with that kind of to do a lot 

~~ 
umkwa}(; a nd if The 

big charge now is that that Ear 1 But z , 

who should know better, recently stated that th e GTA "had gobbled up all the pr i va te 

elevators along the Milwaukee and Northwestern r a ilroads." To make matters worse , 

the Harvard School of Business where there wasn' t 

L!;l l, I want to say to Mr. Butz, Mr. Ford, to the Congress, and anybody else who 
~+~ .Jt IA4~ '# · 'k ~ 

wascr=;n:::.~-!1111~. that re~ ~ ~ha1 s happened to the f amers of this par t 

of America is Athis great cooperative, :t2 uo a, .. , niabt her- --Thie 1<,. 

-bet!rt be tter than any govermnerrt progre1ll"; aR8 I &e ' er nment 

I couldn't he lp but think when I 

He said that i f the Republ i cans wi ll stop 

telling li es a bout us, we ' l l stop t e lling t he truth a bout them . 1 ~gul:li:Mt 1 e L ee s 

t l&tr s,,.., thaJ:. jJ;l b,' r r a l xua J'S )'OH kp Oil my p 8 H! it u v- and iJ- IrTow,J iL ' t rse f ::t"r'r . 

1.ssue excep ·culture. Bob Dole of Kans 

Hwnpl;l.Pey. Bo 6 do t::s n' t!~s ii.Uo f2r as J!-wal'l't tO , t5~t I pray £\s~, aed uork f g r b j m.,.....-
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.. 

because when 

or Democrat. 
'I 

job. 

can come 

-- but the banker 

~d;to 
De:r~ends, when we get down to a basic agricultural policy I sate, uYDW 

~balanced' wlma 1h ne fiEEtill' ' First of all, we need a program.c 

A~~~~~.-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~K~ to provide 

an adequate system of loans and target prices ~• fleere8 ~rices to protect th e 

producers of food and fiber. ~s t as it is important to have electricity, it's 

important to have food. Your government sees to it that you have electricity even 

if the rates have to go up and up and up. Your government ought to at least be 

willing to see to it that you don't go broke in the great gamble of American 

agriculture, if you're 

better collateral than that? 
\,t{ 

not a loan; t;kal!"'ec; l\an insult. 

as colla tera 1. your cropi 0 What's 

A t::/1.._ loan, $1. 31 p.er bus he 1 for wheat a 1!2 & ' s 

~a bushel for corn; that's not a loan; 

oomebeOy O¥~ =~·:;m d. -.. .~need fair prices 

~~~we need ·~supply st ~e consumeit adequate supplies of inpu ts . 

~ske fart:l:s to open up /,J million acres of land, and forgot to~ d)J;;;., 

fertilizer. &oz>; a:Hli AI oo ·l An'!. we need ~~Jtion system. I r ead 

.wm>ethin~ he!b@ in~TA Digest a.Qou&ii what te~IS 0 Uittg bli d6ee rranumi Pluiaeeel Falls, 

whet u2s~appenipg --- wa 

()pe of EM81iiij ~laeu i!fl I read in YitYF e~i:ges t' that the 

only time the roadbeds were solid was when. it was filled with grass and \.;reeds. 

~ve got a railroad bill up in Congress this week; '"e're going to try and see, 

that this railroad track abandonment is stopped. We ought to have a trans-

portation system in this country that takes care of our needs. Every one of you 

knows tha·t the cost of transportation is a fundamental part 

of the cost of your production. We need waterways, we need highways, we need 
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.. 
farm-to-market roads, and we need a railroad system. 

of people unemployed in this country and 

~ 
to work.,.. !4rt ..,~u i-2 e a liii•g 

~ve got millions 

w -.!>dn' t lu:o:: h~ put them 

..a instead of just 

p~i•?•· .. s~~·· .. •••~s pouring out unemployment compensation• 
~ 

... ,. I'd rather pay .-n 

~~~k~iei-.a~s~t~~~~nd see people go to work and have them get something done •& .... -.-. 

...... Py that needs to be done. 

~--~~~~~~W.~~.Q~~~~~~-~believe in the power of love, and I say it 

very sincerely, in the power of prayer• But in Washington, you've got" ~ 

point! of dil the po hticai §ltd:/iiDIIllt pt t:!ssdres ~§ rigtrE lU the:t-tfl!l"'!'iea' a-€!ap~ l, 

-..I ~u 1 ve got to be organizedJ A Your cooperatives are your organizations. Th 1 
G 

Protect it, and when you see someb~attack it, 

stand up and fight back. Talk to your Senators and your CongressmenA ~•t rely to 

Michigant ) D 1 

centers of America. Tell to yourself, and let them 

know that we're not going to lie dmvn and play dead. Let them know that you're 

~ 
not going to give up what you've built here in GTA just because .-eA.attorney in 

the Justice Department wants to cut you to ribbons. -~t them know that you bel ieve 

in exports, and you want a policy. Let them knmv that ~e prepared to assure 

the consumer of this country an adequate supply of food~ if need be a food r eserve . 

Let them k~at you're willing to 

world and~the farmers of America are 

provid e humanitarian assistance to a hungry 

prepared to do their share. Let them knmv 

that you \vant transportation that will take care of your needs, not just mass 

transportation for our ~s, but farm-to-market roads, rural transportation, 

railroad transportationA water transportation, 

America. ~t's not retreat; let's mov~ad. 

1\the last t\vo or three years}~e're 

on its feet. ~ t!h i:RS hi Her f61 R ura 1 Am~e;r~i~c~a!.A~:~~~~.U .... ~!!~f:!Jr!:=;:!~~~~:,...---



r 

America that is 

othi~~for America than a rural 

nstructive~ forward-looking. Mark my word, 

you represent the balance of strength in this cou~ ,I 

down~and I promise you as one member ' of CongressA I won't 

been there too long. Thank you very much. 
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let you down -- I've 
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