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Today is a very special moment in the history of Homeward
Bound,

Today marks the culmination of three years' work and many
thousands of hours of planning by concerned parents, dedicated
professionals, community leaders, government officials and
hundreds of others to find a way to provide the best possible
care for their exceptional children and, at the same time,
keep them near home.

Homeward Bound will be the only facility in this area for
the treatment of severely retarded and physically
handicapped children. It is a community facility, supported
by the community to meet the needs of the community,

It is fitting that the town of New Hope, with inspiration
in its very name, is the location of Homeward Bound's first
permanent facility.

I want to thank all of vou who have made this day possible,
particularly Don Hatz, President of Homeward Bound; Wayne
Larson, its Director, and Major Erickson of New Hope. There
are hundreds of others as well who deserve recognition. Your
courage and determination are admirable. We all will benefit
from your efforts in the vears to come.

Being here today brings back memories of last April's
"Night of Stars'" when many of us shared in the fun of helping
to raise the needed funds for the facility for which we have
just broken eround,

New Hope's Homeward Bound is just the beginning. Althoush
it will serve 64 children ranging between the ages of two
through 17, there are over 300 children in Hennepin County and
over 500 youngsters in the Twin Cities area who could benefit
from the services provided by a facility of this type.

Our most precious commodity, our hope for a brighter future
for all Americans, is our children. The strength and viability
of our Nation will depend to a great extent on the values and
knowledge we impart to them.

As you know, I long have been deeply concerned for the
care, treatment and opportunities provided by this Nation for
its handicapped citizens.

Our state of Minnesota, I'm proud to say, is a national
leader in the field of care for mentally retarded and physically
handicapped youngsters. Homeward Bound represents an alternative
to institutionalization for the care of these children, within
their own community, surrounded bv loved ones.

I am happy to report that two significant pieces of
legislation which I have long and vigorously supported have
been enacted. Because of this, programs such as Homeward
Bound can continue to grow. I refer to the Education for
All Handicapped Children Act and the Developmental Disabilities
Amendments.

There are approximately eight million handicapped children
bgtween the ages of three and 21 in this country. Over a
million of these children receive no educational opportunities
whatsoever. Almost three million children, while in school,
receive none of the special services they require in order
to make education a meaningful experience,
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Although Minnesota is one of the more progressive States,
it has fallen below its intended goals. Sufficent funds have
not been made available to serve all of the handicapped
children we originally planned to serve.

As of March of last vear, Minnesota was serving 78,000
children between the ages of four and 21. But we still are not
serving 17,505 handicapped children who were going without an
educational program.

The outlook was equally bleak for other States as well.
Enactment of the new legislation goes a long way in restoring
the basic right to education for all handicapped children.

Over nine million Americans today suffer from developmental
disabilities. They truly constitute a "silent minority" in
our society.

But we have developed new innovative educational techniques
and we have gained some understanding of the nature of these
handicaps. The concept of "deinstitutionalization" is important
here too. But to provide the needed facilities, the specially
trained teachers, and the specialized programs to effectively
help handicapped neople, we need a great deal of money,

Passage of the Developmental Disabilities Amendment,
includine a Bill of Rights for the Handicapped, makes great
strides in both the quality of general institutional care and
in the development of community residential facilities such
as Homeward Bound.

Too often our handicapped citizens have been the forgotten
people., For a long time our country has done little to aid
handicapped individuals to achieve that measure of self-fulfillment
of which they are capable. There has been a hidden assumption that
the handicapped person is a total invalid, that he cannot help
himself, or that he must be protected from society or vice versa.

This is a costly conception both in terms of the human
toll it takes on handicapped persons and their families, and in
terms of the financial burden it unnecessarily imnoses on
society.

The human dimension is paramount. One of the great political
principles of our national life is that every person shall have
an opportunity to achieve whatever degree of self-reliance and
self-fulfillment he or she is capable of achieving.

The cost of rehabilitation is returned manv times over in
savings when individuals with handicaps are given the proper
care, training, and motivation to leave the hospitals and
institutions and become, to the extent possible, self-supporting
and productive citizens.

Handicapped children, if given the proper education and
equality of treatment in all other respects, can and do become
productive, self-supporting and well-adjusted citizens, Their
own lives are brighter and all of society benefits from their
contributions. The work of Homeward Round nlays an integral
part in making this dream a reality.

Homeward Bound represents a spirit of cooperation and
partnership at the community, state and national levels in
developing and implementing programs for the handicapped.

We must offer these '"forgotten people'" a genuine opportunity
to find themselves, to know what it is to set their own goals
and to achieve those goals.

This is our challenge,

This is our opportunity.

Let us accept it -- NOW,

# # # # # #
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ToDAY 1S A VERY SPECIAL MOMENT IN THE HISTORY OF HOMEWARD

————— Y,

Bounp,
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TODAY MARKS THE CULMINATION OF THREE YEARS' WORK AND MANY

ity

“

THOUSANDS OF HOURS OF PLANNING BY CONCERNED PARENTS, DEDICATED
‘_,.p-——' — )

PROFESSIONALS , COMMUNITY LEADERS) GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND
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HUNDREDS OF OTHERS TO FIND A WAY TO PROVIDE THE BEST POSSIBLE

—
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0 CARE FOR THEIR EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN :‘%I'\JDj AT THE SAME TIME,

KEEP THEM NEAR HOMEb
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x:\ HoMEWARD BOUND WILL BF THE ONLY FACILITY IN THIS ARFA FOR

THE TREATMENT OF THE SEVERELY RETARDED AND PHYSICALLY
w

-

HANDICAPPED Nul\IT IS A COMMUNITY FACILITY/ SUPPORTED
m— .4

BY THE COMMUNITY TO MEET THE NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY.
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LMLT IS FITTING THAT THE TowN OF [lEw HOPE, WITH INSPIRATION
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IN ITS VERY NAME, IS THE LOCATION oF HomewArD BounD’s FIRST
/ et

PERMANENT FACILITY,
i
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zi\ [ WANT TO THANK ALL OF YOU WHO HAVE MADE THIS DAY POQSIBLE’

PARTICULARLY UoN HATZz, PRESIDENT. o= Homrwarp Rounp: WAyne

——————— emm— e EE——
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LaRsON, 1TS DIRECTOR, AND ﬂﬁ;pa Er1ckson oF New Hops,l THERE
b

(vp ARE HUNDREDS OF OTHERS AS WELL WHO DESERVE RECOGNITION, Q)UR
Am—— —

COURAGE AND DETERMINATION ARE ADMIRARLE.' WE ALL WILL BENEFIT

— - s - -

FROM YOUR EFFORTS IN THE YEARS TO COME,

Z BEING HERE TODAY BRINGS BACK MEMORIES OF LAST APRIL'S

"M16HT oF STARS” WHEN MANY OF US SHARED IN THE FUN OF HELPING

TO RAISE THE NEEDED FUNDS FOR THE FACILITY WE HAVE JUST BROKEN
y__,.--—") ~

GROUND FOR,
“-—_-—.-__-



New Hoeg’s HomewarD Bounp 18 JUST THE BEGINNING./ ALTHOUGH
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IT WILL SERVE Ol CHILDREN RANGING RETWEEN THE AGES OF TwO

e
—— e

THRoUGH 17, THERE ARE OVER 300 cHILDrREN 1N HEnnePInN COuNTY

f—_—_—-“’i — —_—

AND OVER 500 YOUNGSTERS IN THE Twin CITIES AREA WHO COULD
—--.____._- —_...-—-

BENEFIT FROM THE SERVICES PROVIDED BY A FACILITY OF THIS TYPE}
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OQUR MOST PRECIOUS COMMODITY, OUR HOPE FOR A RRIGHTER FUTURE

m——
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Q FOR ALL ﬁ.r-%ERICAN?; IS OUR CHILDRE;“F.‘ THE STRENGTH AND VIARILITY
a— -___——-——-; (] — e

OF OUR NATION WILL DEPEND TO A GRFAT EXTENT ON THE VALUES AND
p—l b ————— . o

KNOWLEDGE WE IMPART TO THEM,
e
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Z As you know, T LONG HAVF BREEN DEEPLY CONCERNED FOR THE
} “

CARE, TREATMENT AND OPPORTUNITIES PROVIDED RBY THIS NATION FOR
M—' f T ——

ITS HANDICAPPED CITIZENS
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! Qur STATE oOF ﬁINNESOTi} ['mM prROUD TO RAIr IS A NATIONAL

LEADER IN THE FIELD OF CARE FOR MENTALLY RETARDED AND PHYSICALLY
# P——

HANDICAPPED YOUNGSTERS, fHOMEWARD BOUND REPRESENTS AN ALTERNATIVE

——

TO INSTITUTIONALIZATION FOR THE CARE OF THESE CHILDREN, WITHIN
— S )

THEIR OWN COMMUNITY’ SURROUNDED BY LOVED ONES.l
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[ AM HAPPY TO REPORT THAT TWO SIGNTFICANT PIECES OF

LEGISLATION WHICH | HAVE LONG AND VIGOROUSLY SUPPORTED HAVE
".—-—-—'—’ ——

BEEN ENACTED.[‘EEFAUSE OF THIi) PROGRAMS SUCH AS HOMEwWARD

BOUND CAN CONTINUE TO GroW,/ | REFER To0 THE EDUCATION FOR

ALL Hanpicappep CHILDREN ACT AND THE EVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
W

AMENDMENTS ,
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Z THERE ARE APPROXIMATELY ETGHT MILLION HANDICAPPED

CHILDREN BETWEEN THE AGES OF THREFE AND 21 IN THIS COUNTRY,
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(’ (lVER A MILLION OF THESE CHILDREN RECEIVE N0 EDUCATIONAL
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OPPORTUNITIES NHATSOEVERJ ALMOST THREE MILLION C’-lILDRE;. WHILE
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IN SCHOOL, RECEIVE NONE OF THE SPECIAL SERVICES THEY REQUIRE
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IN ORDER TO MAKE EDUCATION A MEANINGFUL EXPERIENCEP®

' ALTHoUGH MINNESOTA IS ONE OF THE MORE PROGRESSIVE STATESI

———y J
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IT,HAS FALLEN BELOW ITS INTENDED GOALS LQUFFICENT FUNDS HAVE

T ———

L" NOT BEEN MADE AVAILABLE TO SERYVE ALL OF THE HANDICAPPED
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CHILDREN WE ORIGINALLY PLANNED TO SERVE.
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! As oF MARCH OF LAST YEAR, MinNNESHTA wAsS SErVING /78,000

CHILDREN BETWEEN THE AGES OF FoUR AND 21. [ BUT WE STILL ARE NOT

SErRVING 17,505 HANDICAPPED CHILDREN WHO WERE GOING WITHOUT AN
—— -

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM.
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IP\TﬂE OUTLNOK WAS EQUALLY BLEAK FOR OTHER STATES AS WELL,

"”anm At

ENACTMENT OF THE NEW LEGISLAT!”%AGHES A LONG WAY IN RESTORING

THE BASIC RIGHT TO EDUCATION FOR ALL HANDICAPPED CHILDREN,
/

1 NVER NINE MILLION AMERICANS TODAY SUFFER FROM DEVELOPMENTAL

LIS&RILITIES.Z THEY TRULY CONSTITUTE A "SILENT MINORITY” IN

OUR SOCIETY,
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(-« z BUT WE HAVE DEVELOPED NEW INMOVATIVE EDUCATIONAL TECHNIQUES
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AND WE HAVE GAINED SOME UNDERSTANDING OF THE NATURE OF THESE
m— h—— -

H&NDICAPS.I THE CONCEPT OF “DEINSTITUTIONALIZATION” IS IMPORTANT

HERE TOO.\ BUT TO PROVIDE THE NEEDED FACILITIEjr THE SPECIALLY
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TRATHNED TEACHERSi AND THE SPECIALIZED PROGRAMS TO EFFECTIVELY
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HELP HANDICAPPED PEOPLE, WE NEED A GREAT DEAL OF MONEY,
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PASSAGE OF THE DEVELOPMENTAL DISARILITIES ﬂMENDMENng
g

INCLUDING A BILL oF RIGHTS Fop THE HANDICAPPEDJ MAKES GREAT

S

STRIDES IN BOTH THE OQUALITY OF GENERAL INSTITUTIONAL CARE AND

IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF COMMUNITY RESIDENTIAL FACTLITIFS SUCH

As HoMEWARD Bounp,

! Too OFTEN OUR HANDICAPPED CITIZENS HAVE BEEN THE FORGOTTEN
— e —,

L' F’EOPLE.Z FOR A LONG TIME OUR COUNTRY HA&DO[\‘E LITTLE TO AID

HANDICAPPED INDIVIDUALS TO ACHIEVE THAT MEASURE OF SELF-FULFILLMENT

OF WHICH THEY ARE CAPABL&: THERE HAS BEEN A HIDDEN ASSUMPTION THAT
T .
T \ —

THE HANDICAPPED PERSON IS A TOTAL INVALIDs THAT HE CANNOT HELP

— A A 1 et
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HIMSELF, OR THAT HE MUST BF PROTECTED FROM SOCIETY OR VICE VERSA,

! THIS IS A COSTLY CONCEPTION BOTH IN TERMS OF THE HUMAN TOLL

IT TAKES ON HANDICAPPED PERSNONS AND THEIR FAMILIFESe AND IN TERMS
—— — T ——

OF THE FINANCIAL BURDEMN IT UNNECESSARILY IMPOSES ON SOCIETY,
e -
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THE HUMAN DIMENSION IS DﬁPAMOUMT( ONE OF THE GRFEAT POLTTICAL

PRINCIPLES OF OUR NATIONAL LIFE IS THAT EVERY PERSON SHALL HAVE

_—

AN OPPORTUNITY TO ACHIEVE WHATEVER DEGREE OF SELF-RELIANCE AND
______.--'-"'

SELF-FULFILLMENT HE OR SHE IS CAPABRLE OF ACHIEVING,
'-—_-'_._‘.—n- I
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t THE COST OF REHABILITATION IS RETURNED MANY TIMES OVER IN

SAVINGS WHEN INDIVIDUALS WITH HANDICAPS ARE GIVEN THE PROPER

———— et
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CARE, TRAINING, AND MOTIVATION TO LEAVE THE HOSPITALS AND
ol — ==

INSTITUTIONS AND BECOME, TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE, SELF-SUPPORTIN
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AND PRODUCTIVE CITIZENS,
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HANDICAPPED CHILDREN, IF GIVEN THE PROPER EDUCATION AND

[ —

EQUALITY OF TREATMENT IN ALL OTHER RERPECT%K CAN AND DO RBRECOME
— — — o oo

PRODUCTIVE, SELF~SUPPORTING AND WELL-ADJUSTED CITIZENS,
————— —
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o THEIR OWN LIVES ARE BRIGHTER AND ALL OF SOCIETY BENEFITS FROM

THEIR CONTRIBUTIONSL THE work oF HomewarD ROUND PLAYS AN INTEGRAL
é—-———'—?

PART IN MAKING THIS DREAM A REALITY,

o

HoMEWARD BOUND REPRESENTS A SPIRIT OF CONOPERATION AND
—————rT——

PARTNERSHIP AT THE COMMUNITY, STATE AND NATIONAL LEVELS IN

a—y . -

DEVELOPING AND IMPLEMENTING PROGRAMS FOR THE HANDICAPPEDb

C) YE MUST OFFER THESE "FORGOTTEN PEOPLE” A GENUINE OPPORTUNITY
- et

TO FIND THEMSELVES, TO KNOW WHAT IT IS TO SET THEIR OWN GOALS

AND TO ACHIEVE THOSE GOALS.

Akt L ———
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THIS 1S OUR CHALLENGE,

THIS 1S OUR OPPORTUMNITY.

Z LET us AccepT 1T -= NOW
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