
REMARKS OF SENATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

HOMEWARD BOUND r,ROUNDBREAKING CERE10NY 

New Hope, Minnesota 

December 20, 1975 

Today is a very special moment in the history of Homeward 
Bound. 

Today marks the culmination of three years' work and many 
thousands of hours of planning by concerned parents, dedicated 
professionals, community leaders, government officials and 
hundreds of others to find a way to provide the best possible 
care for their exceptional children and, at the same time, 
keep them near home. 

Homeward Bound will be the only facility in this area for 
the treatment of severely retarded and physically 
handicapped children. It is a community facility, supported 
by the community to meet the needs of the community . 

It is fitting that the tmvn of New Hope, '"i th ins pi ration 
in its very name, is the location of Homeward Bound's first 
permanent facility. 

I '"ant to thank all of vou lvho have made this day possible, 
particularly Don Hatz , President of Homeward Bound; Wayne 
Larson, its Director, and Major Erickson of New Hope . There 
are hundreds of others as well who deserve recognition. Your 
courage and determination are admirable. We all will benefit 
from your efforts in the years to come. 

Being here today brings back memories of last April's 
"Night of Stars" ,.,hen many of us shared in the fun of helping 
to raise the needed funds for the facility fqr which we have 
just broken ~round, 

New Hope's Homeward Bound is just the beginning. Althouvh 
it will serve 64 children ranging between the ages of two 
through 17, there are over 300 children in Hennepin County and 
over 500 youngsters in the Twin Cities area who could benefit 
from the services provided by a facility of this type . 

Our most precious commodity, our 
for all Americans, is our children. 
of our Nation will depend to a great 
knowledge we impart to them. 

hope for a brighter future 
The strength and viability 
extent on the values and 

As you know, I long have been deeply concerned for the 
care, treatment and opportunities provided by this Nation for 
its handicapped citizens. 

Our state of Minnesota, I'm proud to say, is a national 
leader in the field of care for mentally retarded and physically 
handicapped youngsters. Homeward Bound represents an alternative 
to institutionalization for the care of these children, within 
their own community, surrounded bv loved ones. 

I am happy to report that two significant pieces of 
legislation which I have lon g and vigorously supported have 
been enacted. Because of this, programs such as Homeward 
Bound can continue to grow. I refer to the Education for 
All Handicapped Children Act and the Developmental Disabilities 
Amendments. 

There are approximately ei gh t million handicapped children 
between the ages of three and 21 in this country. Over a 
million of these children receive no educational opportunities 
whatsoever. Almost three million children while in school . , ' rece1ve none of the special services they require in order 
to make education a meaningful experience. 



; 
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Although innesota is one of the more progressive States, 
it has fallen below its intende d goals. Sufficent funds have 
not been made available to serve all of the handicapped 
children we ori ginally planned to serve. 

As of iarch of last vear, 1innesota was serving 78,000 
children between the a ges of four and 21. But we still are not 
serving 17,505 handicapped children who were goin g without an 
educational program. 

The outlook was equally bleak for other States as well . 
Enactment of the new le gislation goes a long way in restoring 
the basic ri ght to education for all handicapped children. 

Over nine million Americans today suffer from developmental 
disabilities . They truly constitute a "silent minority" in 
our society. 

But we have developed new innovative educational techniques 
and we have gained some understandin g of the nature of these 
handicaps. The concept of "deinstitutionalization" is important 
here too. But to provide the needed facilities, the specially 
trained teachers , and the specialized programs to effectively 
help handicapped people, we need a great deal of money. 

Passage of the Developmental Disabilities Amendment, 
including a Bill of Rights for the Handicapped, makes great 
strides in both the quality of general institutional care and 
in the development of community residential facilities such 
as Homeward Bound. 

Too often our handicapped citizens have been the forgotten 
people. For a long time our country has done little to aid 
handicapped individuals to achieve that measure of self-fulfillment 
of which they are capable. There has been a hidden assumption that 
the handicapped person is a total invalid, that he cannot help 
himself, or that he must be protected from society or vice versa. 

This is a costly conception both in terms of the human 
toll it takes on handicapped persons and their families, and in 
terms of the financial burden it unnecessarily imposes on 
society. 

The human dimension is paramount. One of the great political 
principles of our national life is that every person shall have 
an opportunity to achieve whatever degree of self-reliance and 
self-fulfillment he or she is capable of achieving. 

The cost of rehabilitation is returned manv times over in 
savings when individuals \vi th handicaps are given the proper 
care, training, and motivation to leave the hospitals and 
institutions and become, to t he extent possible, self-supporting 
and productive citizens. 

Handicapped children, if given the proper education and 
equality of treatment in all other respects, can and do become 
productive, self-supporting and well-adjusted citizens. Their 
own lives are brighter and all of society benefits from their 
contributions. The work of Homeward Bound lays an inte gral 
part in making this dream a reality. 

Homeward Bound represents a spirit of cooperation and 
partnership at the community, ?tate and national levels in 
developing and i mp lementing programs for the handicapped. 
We must offer these "forgotten people" a genuine opportunity 
to find themselves , to know what it is to set their own goals 
and to achieve those goals. 

This is our challenge . 

This is our opportunity. 

Let us accept it -- NOW . 

###### 
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IS A VERY SPEC I L OlfE lT IN TH E HI STORY OF HOMEWARD 

~ TODAY MARKS THE CULM! NAT! N OF THREE YEA S ' \ ORK AND MANY 

~DS OF HOURS OF PLA NING Y CO 1CERNED ARE NTS) DEDICATED 
,.---, 

PROFESSIONALS? COMMUNITY LEADER ) GOVER MENT OFFICIALS en 
HUNDREDS OF OTHERS TO FI ND A AY TO PROVIDE THE BEST POSSIBLE ----
CARE FOR THEIR EXCEPTIONAL CHILD EN ANDJ AT THE SAME TIME~ 

KEEP THEM NEAR HOME e 

~ HoMEWARD BoUND ILL BE THE 0 . LV F CILITY I N THIS AREA FOR 

THE TREATMENT OF THE SEVERELY R TARDED AND PHY !CALLY 

H ND ICAPPED @!' QB£.N .L!_T I A COMMU lTV FACILITY; SUPPORTED 

BY THE COMMUNITY TO MEET THE NEEDS OF T E COMMUNITY, 
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~T IS FI TTI NG T~AT T E ITH IN TION 

IN ITS VERY N E.~ IS THE LOCATI O.t OF HOMEWARD BoUND's f i,RST 
) ---

PERMANE T FACILITY. 

" WANT TO THANK ALL OF YOU HO HAVE MADE THIS D Y PO~S I BL;_, 

PARTICULAR LY DoN HATZJ PRESIDE T~ OF HoMEWAR Bou D; 1·1AYNE -.... -
LARSON., ITS D1 ECTO J AND f~tOR ER ICK ON OF NE HOPE,[!IER 

~--

ARE UNDREDS OF THER AS :;LL ••HO DE ERVE RECOGN ITI O ,• c::.UR 

COUR GE AND DETERM I NATI ON ARE ADM I RABLE ~ '1E ALL WI LL BENEF IT ---- '- "--.. 
FROM YOUR EFFORTS I THE YEARS TO COME, 

~BE I NG HERE TODAY B I NGS BACK EMO IES OF LAST APR IL' S 

" I GHT OF TARS" HEN MANY OF US SHARED IN THE FUN OF HELPING 

~ 

T R I E THE NEE ED FUNDS FOR TH FAC ILI TY I.E HAVE J UST BROKEN 
~ 

GROUND EO I _._ __ _ 
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r.~~'~_Ho_PE'S HOME ARD . OUND IS JUST THE BEG!~INGL: ALTHOUGH 

IT t•IILL ERVE 64 CHILDRE R GI G ET EN THE AGES OF T 

THROUGH ~ T-i ERE ARE OVER 3 0 CHIL REN IN HENNEP I COUNTY -
AND OVER 500 YOUNGSTERS IN THE T I CITIES ARE WHO COULD 

BENEFIT FR M THE SERVICES PROVI ED BY A FACILITY OF THIS TYPEJ -- --
~UR MOST PRECIOUS COMMOD ITY/ OUR HOPF. FOR A BRIGHTER FUTURE 

FOR ALL . MERICAN~J I OUR C ILDRE ,( T E TRE NGT AND VI~ ILITY 

OF OU :~ ATI N GREAT EXTENT 0 THE VALUE AND -
KN WLEDGE \.E IMPART TO THEM, 

~ As YOU K~OWj ! LON HAVE BEEN EEPLY CO ICE NED F R THE 

CAREJ TREATME NT AND OPPORTUNITIES 0 ROVIDED B THIS NATION FOR ____....... __.,.--

ITS ~A DICAPPED C TIZENS" 

---~---::::::---
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1--..0UR ST TE OF f1I N ESOT ~ I ' M PROUD TO SA 1 IS A ~A Tl ~ NAL 

LEADER IN THE FI ELD OF CARE FOR ENTALLY RETARDED AND P YS ICALLY 

REPRESENTS AN ALTERNATI VE 

TO INS TITUTIO NALI ZATI ON FO. THE C ----- ·- E OF THESE CHILDREN) 
) 

THE IR ITY, SUR OU DED Y Ln/ED ON sJ 
I THI N 

~~ AM HAPPY TO REPORT THAT T 0 SIG FJCANT PI ECES OF 

LEG ! LATI ON HICH l HAVE LO G AND VI GOROUSLY SUPPORTED HAVE , 

BEE ENACT ED , { RECAUSE OF THI ) P OGRAM S CH A HOME rARD -- :;;;;::;~ ' 
BoUND CAN CONTI NUE TO G~O RE FER TO THE EDUCATI O FOR 

AMEND ENTS, .. 
~ ERE ARE APPROXIMATELY E GHT MILL ON HAND ICAPPED 

THIS COUNTRY , 
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~ 0tER A ILLION 01' THESE CH!L EN RECEIVE NO ED~AT,;ONAL 

OPPORTUNITIES · ATSOEVER, ALMOST T ~REE MILLION C WH ILE 

Ir SCHOOL/ R~VE NO E OF TH s:ECI L SEOVIC_ES THEY REQUI E 

IN ORDER TO MAKE EDUCATION A ME. NI GFUL EXPE~IENCE~ 

~LTHOUGH f'I~SOTA IS 

-1+' 
ITA HAS 

0 E OF THE MOR PROGRESSIVE ST TES 1 . 7 

NOT BEEN MADE AVAILABLE TO SERVE ALL OF THE HANDICA PED 

- ) 

CHILDREN WE - -
1-!: OF ' ~RCH .o~ ~ST YEA:1' ' .I NESO TA WAS SERVING 78,QQQ 

CHILD E ET 1EEN THE AGES OF FOUR AND 2 .. ~UT STILL A E NOT 

ERVI NG 17)505 HANDICAPPED CHILDR EN \-1 0 'ERE GOING ITHOUT A 

- .. 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM. 

~ 
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~THE OUTLOOK • AS EQUALLY BL AK-. 

:V~l7\~~Ai:t-
I-.!:..NA CTMENT OF THE NE •! LEG IS L T I 0 ;.\ Gr>E A LO NG A Y I N RESTORING 

~ VER NINE MILLIO N AMER ICAS TOD -Y SUFFER FROM D V LOP MENTAL 

DIS BIL!T!E ·L!.HEV TRULY CO STITUTE A "s iLENT MI NOR ITY" It 
# .,. 

OUR OCIET , 

AND 1 HAVE G ! NED SOME UNDERSTANDING OF T E NATUR E OF THESE 
~~ ~------------

HAND ICAPS, THE CO NCEPT OF 11DE I N. TITUTIO. ALIZATION" IS I 1PORTANT 

HERE TOo. \ BUT TO PROVI E THE NEEDED F~CILITIE~ T E SPECIALLY 
:;:;::; .. ~ ) 

TRAI NED TEAC HERSf AND THE SPECIALIZED PROGRAM TO EFFECTIVELY 

HE LP HAND ICAPPED PEOP LEJ E NEED A GR AT DE L OF M EY, 
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~ASSAGE OF T E DEVELOPME T L DI SAB ILITI E. AMENDMENT$1 

INC LUDI NG A B LL OF RIG. TS FOR T E HAND ICAPPEDj MAKES G EAT 

STRIDES I BOTH THE QUA LITY OF GENER L IN TITUTIO NA L CARE AND 

IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF COMMUN ITY RESIDENTIAL FACTLITI ES SUC -
AS HoMEY.A D BouND . 
--~ r 

~00 OFTEN OUR AND ICAPPE CITI ZEN HAVE BEE THE _:oqG~TTEN 

:~OR A LONG TI ME OUR COU TRY H~DONE LITTLE TO AID 

OF BEEN A HIDDEN AS U PTION THAT --
THE AND ICAPP ED PE S LIDJ THAT E CA NNOT ELP 

-----.; 
HI . SELF A OR THAT HE UST F. PROTECTED 

----) -------------------------
~HIS IS A COSTLY CONCEPTI O 

IT TA KES ON TERMS 

F THE FI NANC IAL BURDEN IT UN 
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DPJ NCIPLES OF OU NATI O AL LIFE IS TH~T EVERY PERSON SHALL HAVE 

AN OPPO TU N TV TO ACH I EVJ:: IHATEVER DEGREE OF SELF-RE LIA NCE AND 

SEL F-FULFILLMENT HE OR SHE IS CA PABLE OF ACHIEVI G, 

~HE COST OF REHARILITATIO I I RETURNED ~ Y TI MES OVER I N 

SAVI NGS IHEN I ND IVIDUALS WITH HANDICAPS ARE GIVEN THE PROP ER 

- -
INSTITUTIO S AND BEC~ME, TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE, SELF-SUPPOR1J N 

paz 

AND PROD UCTIVE CITI ZENS, 

--
~ ANDICAPPED CHILDR N) F GIVEN THE PROPER EDUCATI ON AND 

EQUALITY OF TREATMENT IN ALL OT1ER RE, PECTS; C N AND DO BECOME 
--- - -· ··-- -::;:til""-

PRODUCTIV E, ELF-SUPPO TI NG AN ~ELL- D USTED C TI ZEN , -
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THE IR OW LIVES ARE BR IGHTER AND ALL OF SOCIETY BENE FITS FR M 

THEIR CONTRIBUTJONSL THE 0 OUND PLAYS AN INTEGRAL 

P RT N ~KING THIS D EAM A REALITY, 

l__Ho~EWA . D BO UND REP ESENTS A SPIRIT OF COOPERATIO N AND 

PARTNE SHIP AT THE COMMUNITY/ ST ~E AND NATIO 'AL LEVEL I 

DEVELOPING AND IMPLEMEN T! G PROGRA~~ FOP TH HA DICAPPED b 

k_ MUST OFFER THESE " FORGOTTE PEOPLE" A GE NU IN E OPPORTUNITY 

TO FI ND TH EMSE LVES , TO KNO ~ vHAT IT IS TO ET THEIR 0 N GOALS 

AND TO ACHIEVE THOSE GOALS. 

-------------------· , 
THIS IS 0 R CHALL G • 

THIS IS OUR OPPORTUNITY, 

l L_::r us ACCEPT IT -- NDI•I, -
# # # # # # 
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