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I am honored to play a small part in this important conference 

on Africa which is being held as a tribute to our beloved Cecil 

Newman. 

My friendship with Cecil goes back many, many years. 

He made me aware more than any other man of discrimination and 

injustice. He allowed me to look through his eyes at the world 

of segregation which our nation had permitted to exist for too many 

years. 

Cecil Newman was a great leader of our community. To me, he 

was a friend, a counselor, an educator, an inspiration and an 

unusual human being. I owe much of my success to his wisdom and 

ability to communicate it to others. 

Cecil recognized the important bonds between Africa and black 

America. He wanted to strengthen them. He saw· in Africa as he saw 

in America what happens to human potential when poverty dominates 

a society. 

Cecil Newman understood that when black Americans have an 

opportunity to discover their great culture and heritage in Africa, 

their struggle for human rights will be founded on a strong base of 

black awareness and consciousness. Cecil Newman's hope for greater 

American awareness of Africa by blacks and whites is coming true. 

At long last the United States has been awakened from its many 

years of inattention and indifference to the nations of Africa. 

It has taken a massive human disaster in the Sahel and the 

threat of racial bloodshed in southern Africa to turn the attention 

of the American people and their policymakers towards the needs and 

hopes of that great continent. 

After years of drift and lost opportunities, the United States 

is again be ginning to forge a more coherent African policy. 

I say "again" because our nation was once in the vanguard 

of Western concern toward Africa. 

Under the Administrations of John Kennedy and Lyndon 

Johnson the United States played a critical role of support of 

post-colonial independence. 

In those years our idealism was great, our expectations 

high and no challenge seemed too great. 

But our progressive policies of the early 1960's were 

slowly but inevitably reversed by three factors. 

First, the war in Vietnam diverted our attention and our 

energy from the frontiers of change in Africa. 

Second, the immense problems of that continent resisted the 

grand designs of American policy makers. 
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And, third, the American commitment to independence and 
nationalism was deliberately reversed by an Administration 
that placed its weight behind those elements which constituted the 
last vestiges of the colonial era. 

The tremendous goodwill that the United States had accumulated 
in Africa during the early 1960s was lost in the late 1960s and 1970s. 

America was no longer regatded as committed -- or even 
sympathetic -- to the aspirations of the majority of Africans. 

But there are now signs that the United States is beginning 
to reverse these policies and regain the momentum of years past. 
There are now signs that we are beginning to recognize our great 
stake in Africa's future. 

-- The Congress has taken a number of steps which will aid 
Africa by reorienting the thrust of American foreign assistance 
away from political giving and toward direct assistance to the 
poorest of the poor. 

This shift in bilateral assistance was accompanied by 
U. S. support for such multilateral institutions as the African 
Development Fund and the International Fund for Agricultural 
Development. 

-- And the Congress has forcefully caused a redirection 
in the Ford Administration's political priorities in southern 
Africa. 

The Secretary of State's recent trip to Africa and the 
vitally important policy statements he made there are another 
critical sign of change. 

But let us not fool ourselves. The 
has just begfn to change. And there are 
in the way o actual implementation of a 
America. 

policy of non-attention 
now serious obstacles 
new African policy by 

I want to discuss some of these problems with you in the 
context of a brief review of current trends in Africa. 

Africa is so immense and so diverse that in speaking of 
current trends one must use a primarily geographic rather than 
an economic or political orientation. 

-- The states of North Africa are preoccupied with Arab 
political matters and territorial disputes which brought Algeria 
and Morocco close to war over the Spanish Sahara issue. 

-- West Africa's continued development depends on the ability 
of those nations to build national unity and at the same time 
form lasting arran gements for re gional economic cooperation. 

-- The Sahel continues to benefit from international 
concern and an easing of the drought. However, its problems 
are still enormous, and there is a critical need for international 
cooperation on a recovery and rehabilitation plan to prevent a 
recurrence of the disaster. 

-- Central Africa is beset by severe economic difficulties 
as a result of the fall in key commodity prices. Zaire has been 
unable to recover from serious economic mismanagement despite the 
infusion of outside aid. 
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-- In Ethiopia, the civil war and economic difficulties 
continue to rage out of control, severely impairing the functioning 
of this critical nation. 

A small but significant arms race fueled by great-power 
competition continues to inflame relations among the nations of 
East Africa. Their economies are still affected by the recent 
drought. The future of Kenya after Kenyatta is very much in 
doubt. Tanzania's economic experiments are encouraging examples 
of rural development, but they have been unable to begin to lift 
the nation out of its extreme poverty . 

-- The southern part of the continent remains politically 
explosive. The economies of the black ruled nations are in trouble. 
I want to deal with this area in greater detail in just a few 
moments. 

These trends demonstrate Africa's diversity. But beneath 
the incredible diversity of each region are some basic factors 
which pose serious choices for an American foreign policy anxious 
to escape the suspicions and hostility of African leaders and 
their people. 

First, are we willing to do our part in tackling 
systematically the poverty of Africa which affects every aspect 
of life and restricts the economic and political independence 
of a supposedly free people? 

Poverty is pervasive in Africa. The continent contains 
18 of the world's 28 least developed countries. Twenty-six of 
those nations designated as most seriously affected by food and 
fuel cost increases are found in Africa. The other indices of 
deep seated poverty are equally revealing. 

Life expectancy: 43 years. 

One physician for every 15,000 people . 

83 per cent of the people are illiterate. 

Food production is way behind population growth. 

The raw material producer economies of Africa are 
subject to wild, disruptive fluctuations of world markets. 

Despite these facts, the United States has yet to make 
a realistic commitment to economic progress in Africa which 
could begin to lift the burden of poverty and disease from its 
millions of people . 

Yes, we have a modest aid program in Africa. But it lacks 
the innovation, the resources and the will to alter significantly 
the basic conditions of poverty. 

Yes, we provide assistance to multilateral agencies doing 
serious development work in Africa. Yet we have been unwilling 
to lead the industrially advanced and the oil-rich nations in a 
coordinated effort to target their activities in Africa so that 
their aid could make a difference in the lives of the poor . 
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Yes, American policy makers have made important commitments 
to a new international economi c system which embraces new trade, 
income and commodity practices for industrialized countries. Yet 
we have been able to make only very slow pro gress toward 
implementing these policies and achieving the goal of makin g the 
international economic system more equitable. 

It is difficult for Americans to understand that Africans 
can easily see beyond grand rhetoric to the mea ger commitments. 

I reco gnize our own domestic needs. But I am also 
convinced that with the proper leadership we could do more, we 
could do better, and we could ask others to join us to share in 
the burden. 

Do you know t hat ri ght now the President's Office of 
1anagement and Bud get is delayin g approval of funds needed for 
the Sahel in coming fiscal years? 

Despite the fact that Ronald Reagan has termed aid to this 
region as "an investment in a spread of unfertile land," I 
believe our nation has a moral obli gation to the afflicted people 
of this re gion. 

If some American leaders are unwilling to see a moral 
imperative in an attack on poverty in Africa, they should at 
understand that such acts are in our own national interest. 
economy needs the minerals of Africa, the markets of Africa, 
finished exports of Africa to remain strong . 

least 
Our 
the 

Let's not kid ourselves. Other nations reco gnize the potential 
wealth which is in Africa. Our ability to compete with others on 
an equitable basis may depend on our willingness to recognize 
the legitimate aspirations of the African people for greater 
development. 

In another important area affecting development, t he United 
States has an obligation not to divert the scarce resources of 
Africans to the purchase of expensive arms not legitimately needed 
for self-defense. 

Arms are the "heroin" of poor nations. Addiction is costly-­
often fatal. 

The time has come for the United States and others to show 
restraint and stop pushing arms on those who do not need them. 

It should be noted that the nations of the develop ing world 
devote as much public revenue to military pro grams as to education 
and health care combined. 

This type of misplaced priority must stop. We have a definite 
role to play. We have only to look at Ethiopia, where precious 
forei gn currency reserves were recently depleted to buy expensive 
American jet aircraft, as an example of the phenomenon which must 
be prevented. 

The second great choice for the United States in Africa 
concerns developments in the southern part of the continent. 

Is the quest for human freedom now occurring there goin g to 
be supported wholeheartedly by the United States, or are we going 
to let special economic interests and the righ t wing determine 
our forei gn policy? 
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We have finally given a clear signal to all of the contending 
parties in southern Africa as to how we would like to see the 
political future of that part of the world evolve. This was the 
great import of the speech which Secretary Kissinger recently 
delivered in Lusaka . 

But the Ford Administration has yet to decide exactly how or 
whether it will actually implement its policy statements. 

I have an uneasy feeling that the progress which Secretary 
Kissinger made in reversing the policies of the early Nixon years 
may not receive the full support of the Wh ite House. 

There are many unanswered questions left in the wake of 
the Secretary's trip which indicate that the Ford Administration 
may be willing to let election-year politics obstruct the American 
commitment to human rights in southern Africa. 

-- How hard will the United States press Ian Smith for 
rapid ne gotiations toward majority rule in Rhodesia? Will we 
use our influence with the South Africans and others to bring 
greater pressure on Smith to speed up a process he wants to drag 
out for a fifteen-year period? 

Is the President willing to put the full weight of his 
Administration behind the Congressional battle to repeal the 
Byrd amendment affecting chrome imports so that we may be in 
compliance with the U.N. sanctions against Rhodesia? Such an 
effort will place him in direct confrontation with the right 
wing of his own Party and powerful domestic interests. 

-- l ill President Ford actively work to obtain Congressional 
authorizations to carry out the aid commitments made by his 
Secretary of State in Africa -- commitments which would strengthen 
the hand of those already fighting against minority rule? There 
are already strong indications that elements within the Ford 
Administration are backtracking on these pledges. 

-- If the Administration has announced to the world that 
it opposes minority rule based on racial domination, what steps 
is it prepared to take to have the Republic of South Africa change 
its apartheid policy? No sooner had the Secretary returned from 
Africa when it was informally announced that the United States 
was preparing a gigantic nuclear reactor deal with the South 
Africans through our Export-Import Bank. I don't consider 
giving the South African government $250 million in U. S. credit 
guarantees to build a reactor to be a si gnal to them that we 
disapprove of their policies . 

It should be clear to one and all that the Ford Administration 
has a long way to go before its policies become reality. 

It does little good to raise expectations for the drama 
of the moment and then fail to carry through at a later date. This 
is the type of diplomacy that is unbecoming to a great nation. 

The Ford Administration must not succomb to election-year 
pressure and abandon the policies it has enunciated. If this 
happens, more than American prestige in Africa will be damaged. 
Our inaction could increase tension and lead to racial bloodshed. 

And it is clear to me that unless we act soon, we should not 
be surprised or offended if the Africans, once more ignored and 
abandoned by the Americans, accept material and moral support from 
\\Thoever offers it. 

We will have only ourselves to blame if the Cubans and the 
Soviets gain further positions of influence in Southern Africa. 
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I have always believed that the way to defeat the Cubans and 
Soviets in Southern Africa is to move boldy to deny them the 
political opportunities which they seek. 

It is very late and we have made many 
make another through timidity or inaction. 
out our own policy pronouncements we would 
to the challenge of the Communists. 

mistakes. Let us not 
In effectively carrying 

not simply be responding 

Much more importantly, we will be taking our stand for what 1s 
right and decent in the cause of human freedom. 

Let me conclude this brief overview with the following thought. 
If we base our African policy on the principles of helping the 
poor and aiding the speedy transition to majority rule, we would be 
aligning ourselves with the dominant political forces of the future 
and, at the same time, doing what is right. 

There is, after all, no reason why we cannot have a foreign 
policy which is both pragmatic and moral. 

Such an approach would yield practical dividends not only in 
Africa, but throughout all the rest of the world as well. 

We need not be isolated and defensive as we face the challenges 
of the future. 

The United States still has many potential friends and allies 
among the emerging nations. To redeem their trust and confidence 
we have only to act affirmatively on the basis of the principles 
upon which our own nation was founded two hundred years ago. 

* * * 
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L.l AM HONORED TO PLAY A SMALL PART IN THIS IMPORTA T CONFERENCE 

ON .FRICA \1-IH ICH IS BE l G HELD A A TRIBUTE TO OU R BE LOV ED CE CIL 
• p 

(. EWMAN. 

~MY FRIENDSHIP WITH CECIL GOES BACK MANY, MANY YEARS , 

f,;.,J 
L... HE MADE ME AWARE MORE THAN ANY OTHER MAN 0~ DISCRIMINATION AND 

I N~usnr; L HE ALLo · ED ME TO LooK THR UGH HIS EYES AT THE woRLD 

OF SEGREGATION WH ICH OUR NATI ON HAD PERMITTED TO EXIST FOR TOO MANY 

YEARS, 

-L CECIL NEWMAN WAS A GREAT LEADER ~ OUR COMMUNITY ·4 ME, HE 

AS A FRI END 1 A COUNSE LOR1 AN EDUCATOR~ AN INSP IRA TION A D AN ......--

UNUSUAL HUMAN BE I N~i OWE MUCH OF MY SUCCESS TO HIS WISDOM AND 

ABILITY TO COMMUNICATE IT TO OTHERS. 
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~CECIL RECOGNIZED THE IMPORT ANT BONDS BETWEEN AFRICA AND BLACK 

MERICA~E A TED TO STRENGTHEN THEM ,~E SA l I ~ AFRICA AS HE S 

IN MER ICA WHAT HAPPE S TO HUMAN POTENTIAL WHEN POVERTY DOMI lATES 
- ,...,. 

AS CI ETY. 
.. grqq 

L.CECIL 1E· AN UNDERSTOOD TH T WHEN BLACK .MERICANS HAVE A 

OPPORTUNITY T DI COV ER Ti EIR GREAT CULTUR AND HERITAGE IN FRICA -
THEIR STRUGGLE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS WILL BE FOU NDED 0 A STRONG BASE OF 

.. ,.J-
BLACK A•ARENESS AND CONSCIOUSNESS ,~ECIL E MAN'S HOPE FOR GREATER 

-

MERICAN AWARE ES OF FRICA BY BLACKS AND \~HITES IS COMI NG TRUE, 

~T LO NG LAST THE NITED STATE HAS BEEN AIAK NED FROM ITS MANY 

YEARS OF INATTE NTI N A D IND IFFERE NCE TO THE NATIO S OF AFRICA, 

-
(sf) ~ {o \(...y...o..w - U).J CJJrl s. <(·~ 

~) 
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~AS TAKEN A MASSIVE HUMAN DISASTER I TH E SAHEL AND THE 

TH REAT OF RACIAL BLOODSHED I N SOUTHERN AFRICA TO TUR N THE ATTENTION 

-
OF THE . MERICAN PEOPLE AND THE IR POLICYMAKERS TOWARDS THE NEEDS AND 

HOPES OF THAT GREAT CONTINENT. 

~.FTER YEARS OF DRIFT AND LOST OPPORTUNITIES/ THE UNI TED STATES 

IS AGAIN BEG I NN I NG TO FORGE A MORE COHER NT FRICAN POLICY. -
L' SAY "AGAI N" BECAUS E OUR NATION WAS ONCE IN TH E VANGUARD 

~NDER THE ADM I NISTRATIO~S OF J~KENNEDY A D LY DON 

JOHNSO THE UN ITED STATES PLAYED A C !TICAL ROLE OF SUPPORT OF 

POST-COLONIAL I DEPENDENCE, 
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1.-:N THOSE YEARS OUR I EALI SM WAS GREAJ- OUR EXP~TIONS 

HIGH AND NO CHA LL ENGE SEEMED TOO GREAT. -
~BUT OUR PROGRESS IVE POLICI ES OF THE EARLY 1960 ' s ~ERE 

SLO LY BUT INEVITAB LY REVER ED BY THREE FACTORS . 

/) ~~ST, TH E WAR IN IETNAM DI VERTED OUR ATTE TI O AND OUR 

ENERGY FROM THE FRON TI ERS OF CHANGE IN FRICA. 

( ~ ~S~ND, THE IMMENSE P LEMS OF THAT CONTI NENT RES ISTED THE 

GRAND DE IGNS OF AMER ICAN POLICY MAKERS • 

.., ~AND, THIRD , TH E MERICAN COMM ITMENT TO INDEPENDENCE A D 

NATI ONALISM WAS DE LI BERATELY REVE RSED BY AN ADM INISTRATI ON 

THAT PL CED ITS WE IGHT BEH I D THOSE ELEMENTS WH ICH CO TITUTED THE 

LAST VES TI GES OF THE COLO IAL ERA . 
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~THE TREMENDOUS GOODWILL THAT THE NITED STATES HAD ACCUMULATED 

IN AFRICA DURIN THE EARLY 19 Os WAS LOST IN THE LATE 1960s AND 197 S, - . 
~ AMER ICA WAS NO LONGER REGARDED AS COMMITTED -- OR EVEN 

SYMPATHETIC-- TO THE ASPIRATIONS OF THE MAJ RITY OF AFRICANS, 

-
c 

~Bu~ THERE ARE ~W SIGNS TH T THE UNITED STATES IS BEGINNING 

TO REVERSE TH ESE POLICIES AND REGAI N T E MOME NTUM OF YEARS PAST. 

~THERE ARE ~OW SIGNS THAT WE ARE BEGINNING TO RECOGNIZE OUR GREAT 

STAKE IN AFRICA'S FUTURE. 

-- THE CONGRESS HAS TAKEN A NUMBER OF STEPS WHICH WILL AI D 

FRICA BY REORIENTING THE THRUST OF MERICA FOR EIG N ASSISTANCE 

AWAY FROM POLITICAL GIVI G A D TO ~ARD DIRECT ASSISTANCE TO THE 

POOREST OF THE POOR, 
~.,.-.... _ _, _______ ,. 



--THIS S 1FT IN BILATERAL ASSISTA ~C E WAS ACCOMP NIED BY 

U, S, SUPPORT FOR SUCH MULTILATERAL I NSTITUTIO NS AS THE AFRICAN 

DEVELOPMENT FUND AND THE INTERN TIO NAL FUND FOR AGRICULTU RAL 

EVELOPMENT, 

-- ~D THE CONGRESS HAS FORC EFULLY CAU ED A REDIRECTION 

IN THE FORD ADMI NISTRATI N's P LITICAL PRIOR ITI ES IN SOUTHE N 

FRICA, 

~ THE ECRETARY OF STATE'S RECENT TRIP TO AFRICA AND THE 

VITALLY I PORTA T P LICY STATEMENT HE MADE THERE ARE ANOTHER 

CRITICAL SIG N OF CHANGE , 

buT LET U NOT~ 0~ ELv;s,~THE POLICY OF NON-ATTENTI ON 

HAS JUST BEGUN TO CHANGE , D THERE A E NOW SER IOUS 0 STACLES 

IN THE ~AY OF ACTUAL I PLEME TATI ON OF A NE 

AM ERICA, 
===...,. 
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~ ~ANT TO DISCUSS SOME OF THESE PROBLEMS WITH YOU IN THE 

CO NTEXT OF A B IEF REVI E~ OF CU RRE T TR ENDS IN FRICA. 

~AFRICA IS SO IMMENSE AND SO DIVERSE TH T IN SPEAKI NG OF 

CURRE T TRENDS ONE MUST US E A PRIMAR LY GEOGRAPH IC RATH R THAI 

AN ECO NOMIC 

-
(THE STATES OF ORTH AFRICA ARE PREOCCUPI ED WITH RAB 

POLITICAL MATTERS AND TERR IT RIAL DISPUTES WH ICH BROUGHT ALG ER IA 

AND ~10ROCCO CLOS E TO WAR OVER THE SPANISH SAHARA ISSUE. 

k. . EST AFR I C 1 S CONTI NUED D EVE LO PMENT DEPENDS ON THE AB I Ll TY 

OF THOS E NATIO NS TO BU ILD NATIO NAL UNITY AND AT THE SAME TI ME 

FORM LAST I IG ARRANGEMENTS F R REG IONAL ECONOMIC COOP ERATI ON . 
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~ THE SAHEL CONTI NUES TO BENE FIT FROM INTER NATIONAL 

CONCER~ AND AN EASING OF THE DROUGHT~Ho EVER, ITS PROBLEMS 

-= 

ARE STILL ENORMOUS1 AND THERE I A CRITICAL NEED FO R INTERNAT IO NAL 

COOPERATION 0 A RECOVERY AND - .. 
RECURRENCE OF THE DISASTER. 

~-- CENTRAL AFRICA IS BESET BY SEVERE ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES 

AS A RESULT OF TH E !!IN IC ES l.!:.AIRE HAS BE 

UNA LE TO RECOVER FROM SERIOUS ECONOMIC MISMANAGEMENT DESPITE THE 

INFUSION OF OUTSIDE AID. 

~IN ETHIOPI)( THE CIVIL WAR AND ECO OMIC DIFFICULTIES 

CONTINUE TO RAGE OUT OF CONTROL1 SEVERELY IMPA IR! G THE FU NCTION! G 

OF THIS CRITICAL NATION, 
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~A SMALL BUT SIGNIFICANT AM RACE FU~ BY GREAT-POWER 

COMPETITION CO NTI NUES TO INF LAME RELATIONS A10NG THE NATI O S OF 

--
EAST FR~A~E I R ECONOMIES ARE STILL AFFECTED BY THE RECENT 
- && 

~ROUG~~THE FUTURE OF KENYA AFTER KENYATTA IS VERY MUCH IN 

DOUBT,, TANZANIA'S EC NOM IC EXP RIMENTS ARE ENCOU RAGI G EXAMPLES 
---~--
OF RURAL DEVELOPMEN~ BUT THEY HAVE BEE UNABLE T BEG IN TO LIFT 

THE NATI ON OUT OF ITS EXTREME POVERTY. 

~- THE SOUTHERN PART OF THE CONTI NENT REMAI NS POLITICALLY 

EXPLOSI~E~HE ECONOMIES OF THE BLACK RULED NATI ONS ARE IN TROUBLE ~ 

~~ ::T TO DEAL WITH THIS AREA I GREATER DETAIL IN JUST A FE 

MOMENTS, 
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~THESE TRENDS DEMONSTRATE FRICA'S DIVERSITY 

THE INCREDI BLE DIVERSITY OF EACH REGION ARE SOME BASIC FACTORS 

WHICH POSE SERIOUS CHOICES FOR A MERICAN FOREIGN POLICY ANXIOUS 

TO ESCAPE THE SUSPICIONS AND H STILITY OF FRICAN LEADERS AND 

- ... 

THEIR PEOPLE, 

(f)~ ARE WE WILLI NG TO DO OUR PART IN TACKLI NG 

SYSTEMATICALLY THE POVERTY OF AFR CA WHI CH AFFECTS EVERY ASPECT 

OF LIFE AND RESTRICTS THE ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL I NDEPENDENCE - --""!!!!! a 

OF A SUPPOSEDLY FREE PEOPLE? 

~POVERTY IS PERVASIVE IN FRICA~HE CONTI NENT CONTAI~S 
:: -=-*""" 

18 OF THE ORLD 1 S 28 LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRIEs.(T~~E~ TY-SIX OF 

THOSE NATIONS DESIGNATED AS MOST SERIOUSLY AFFECTED BY FOOD AND 

FUEL COST INCREASES ARE FOU ND IN AFRIC ~HE OTHER INDICES OF 

DEEP SEATED POVERTY ARE EQUALLY REVEALING, 
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LIFE EXPECTANCY: 43 YEARS , L­
k ONE PHYSICIAN FOR EVERY 15)000 PEOPLE, 

~- 83 PER CENT OF THE PEOPLE ARE ILLITERATE, 

~ -- FoOD PRODUCTIO IS lAY BEH I ND POPULATIO GRO TH, 

(-- THE RA t MATER IAL P ODUCER ECO NOM I ES OF AFRICA ARE 

SUBJECT TO WILD) DISRUPTIVE FLUCTUATI ONS OF WOR LD MARKETS, 

~~ ... ~ 
~DESPITE THESE FACTSJ THE UN ITED TATE~HADA¥ET TO MAKE 

A REALISTIC COMM ITMEN T TO ECO NOM IC PROGRESS IN FRICA WH ICH 

COU LD BEG I N TO LIFT THE BURD EN OF POVERTY A ~ID DISEASE FROM ITS - --
MILLI O S OF PEOPL~ 
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~YES, WE HAVE A MODES:.AI P~GRAM IN FRICA,~BUT IT LACKS 

THE I NOVATION ~ THE RESOURCES AND THE \ ILL TO ALTER SIGNIFICANTLY _____ .. ) 
THE BASIC CO ND ITIO NS OF POVERTY, 

L, YE~ WE PR VI DE ASSISTANCE TO MULTILATERAL AGE NCIES DOING 

SERIOUS DEVELOPMENT WORK IN AFR ICA~ YET WE HAVE BEEN UN ILLI NG 

TO LEAD THE INDUSTRIALLY ADVANCED AND THE OIL-R ICH NATIONS IN A 

COORDI NATED EFFORT TO TARGET THEIR ACTIVITI ES I FRICA SO THAT -
THEI R AID COULD MAI/E A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF THE P OR, 

MER ICA N POLICY MAKE S H VE MADE IMPOR TANT COMMITM EN TS 

TO A NEW INTER NATIONAL ECONOMIC SYSTEM WHICH EM RACES EW TRADE; 
- ' 

I~E AND COMMODITY PRACTICES FOR I NDUSTRIALIZED COU 1TRIES 1~ET/ 

WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO MAKE ONLY VERY SL W PROGRESS TO ARD .-. 
IMPLEMENTI NG THESE POLICIES AND ACHIEVING THE GOAL OF MAKING THE 

INTER ATIONAL ECONOMIC SYSTEM MORE E UITABLE, 
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IT IS DIFFICULT FOR AMER ICANS TO UNDERSTAND THAT FRICANS 

~ ~ 
CAN 8 Z Y SEE BEYOND GRA ND RHETOR IC TO THE MEAGER COMMITMENTS . -
L I RE coGN 1 ZE ouR o~ N DOMEST 1 c NEEDS 0 ur I AM ALso 

CO NVI NCED THAT WITH TH E PROP ER LEADERSH IP WE C~ DOC:MOREJ WE 

COULD DO BETTE R, AND WE COULD AS K OTH ERS TO JOI N US TO SHARE IN --====-- ) --
THE BURDEN . 

L..., Gi '/8Y lilllil Ill< RIGHT NOW T E PRESIDE r's OFFICE OF 

MANAGEMENT A D BUDGET IS DELAYING APPROVAL OF FU NDS NEEDED FOR 

THE SAHEL I COMI NG FISCAL Y RS? 

ESPITE THE FACT THAT RONALD REAGAN HAS TERMED AI D TO THIS 

BE LIEVE OUR NATIO N HAS A MORAL OBLIGATI ON TO THE AFFLICTE PEOPLE 

OF THIS REGION, 
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L IF SOME MERIC~N .. LEAD~RS ARE UNW ILLI NG TO SEE A ~RAL 

IMPER~TIVE IN AN ATTACK o, P VERTY IN AFRICAJ THEY SHOULD AT LEAST 

= - ()I,J-11 ~-CA. } 
UNDERSTAND THAT 9rl. rj; ~ I OUR O•N NATIONAL INTEREST :l_~R . ·-- ~ . 

ECONOMY NEEDS THE MINERALS OF FRICA/ THE MARKETS OF AFRICA 1 THE 
........... 

FINISHED EXPORTS OF AFRICA TO REMAI N STRO NG .0 

~ LET's NOT KID OURSELVE~ .THER lAT IONS RECOGNIZE THE POTENTIAL 

EALTH WH ICH IS IN FRIC~DUR ABILITY TO COMPETE WITH OTHERS ON 

AN E UITABLE BASIS MAY DEPEND ON OUR ~ ILLI NGNESS TO RECO IZE 

THE LEGITIMATE ASPIRATIONS OF THE AFRICAN PEOPLE FOR GREATER 

DEVELOPMENT, 
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lIN ANOTHER IMP ~NT A~ AFFECTI NG DEVELOPMENT/ TH U !TED 

STATES HAS AN OBLIGATI N N T TO DIVERT THE SCARCE RESOURCES OF 

FRICANS TO THE PURCHASE OF EXPENSIVE ARMS NOT LEG ITIMATELY NEEDED 

FOR SELF-DEFENSE, 

~ARMS ARE THE "HERO I N" OF POOR NATIONsGDDICTION IS COSTLY--

OFTEN FATAL. 

~THE TIME HAS C ME FOR THE UN ITED STATES AN OTHERS TO SH ~ 

RESTRAINT A D STOP PUSHING ARMS ON THOSE WHO DO NOT NEED THEM. 

t( IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE NATI~S OF THE DEVELOPING WORLD 

DEVOTE AS MUCH PUBLIC REVENUE TO MILITARY PROG RAMS AS TO EDUCATION -
AND HEALTH CAR E COMBINED . 
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~THIS TYPE OF MISPLACED PRIOR ITY MUST STOP, 1 E HAVE A DEFINITE 

ROLE TO PLAY,~ HAVE ONLY TO L OK AT ETHIOP IA, HERE PRECIOUS 

FOREIG N CUR EN CY RESERVES WERE R CENTLY DEPLETED TO BUY EXPENSIVE 

MER ICAN J ET AIRCRAFT-\ Ae Aid f84!Jifi f Rf !!!C fHf!"'fl?!! 1 #RICH I~T 

SECOND GREAT CHO ICE FOR THE UN IT ED STATES I AFRICA 

CONCERNS DEVELOPMENTS I TH E SOUTHERN P RT OFT E CONTI NENT, 

Is THE QUEST FOR HUMAN FREEDOM NO OCCUR RING THERE GOING TO 

----T-A-TEJJ OR ARE ~E GOING 

f~~,~~ 
TO LET SPE CI AL ECONO IC I TERESTS AN THE RI HT WING DETER INE 

OUR FOREIGN POLICY? 

< 
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L·E HAVE FI NA LLY GIVEN A CLEAR SIGNAL TO ALL OF THE C NTEND I NG 
• -

PARTI ES IN SOUTHER N FRICA AS TO HOW E WOU LD LI KE TO SEE THE 

POLITICAL FUTURE OF TH T PART OF THE IORLD EVOLVE ,~H I S WAS THE 

GREAT IMPORT OF THE SPEECH WH ICH SECRETARY KISSI NGER RECENTLY 

DE LIVE RED IN LUSAKA~ 

L..!UT THE ~RD MINISTRATION HAS YET TO DECIDE EXACTLY HOW OR 
-- = 

HETHER IT ~ ILL ACTUALLY IMPLEMENT ITS POLICY STATEME .. (~~;:~~;;_dsc!) a 

I HAVE AN UNEASY FEE LI G THAT THE PR GRESS . HICH SECRETARY L 
KISSINGER MADE IN REVERSI NG THE POLICIES OF THE EARLY NIXON YEARS 

MAY NOT RECEIVE THE FULL SUPPORT OF THE HI TE HousE . 
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1.., THERE ARE M~ UNA ~ED Q EST IONS LEFT IN THE WAKE OF 

THE SECRETARY'S TRIP WH ICH I DICATE THAT THE FORD ADM IN! TRATI O 

MAY BE WILLI NG TO LET ELECTION-YEAR P LITI CS OBSTRUCT THE MER ICAN 

COMMITME NT TO HUMAN RIGHTS I SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

-- How HARD WILL THE UN ITED STATES PRESS IA N SMI TH FOR 

RAPID NEGOTIATI NS TOWARD MAJORITY RULE IN RHODESIA? ~ILL WE 

USE OUR I FLUE NCE WITH THE OUTH AFRICANS AND OTHERS TO BRING 

GREATER PRESSURE ON SM ITH TO SPEED UP A PR CESS HE WANTS TO DRAG 

OUT FOR A FIFTEEr-YEAR PERIOD? 
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~is THE PRE !DENT WILLI NG TO PUT THE FULL EIGHT OF HIS 

ADM INISTRATION BEHI D THE CONGRESSIONAL ATTLE TO REPE L THE 

BYRD AMENDMENT AFFECT! G CH ROME IMPORT SO THAT WE MAY BE IN 

COMPLIANCE WITH THE , , SANCTIONS AGAINST RHODESIA~ SUCH AN 

EFFORT WILL PLACE HIM I DIRECT CO FRONTATION WITH THE RIGHT 

l NG OF HIS OWN PARTY AND P WER FUL D MESTIC I NTERESTS. - -
~ILL PRESIDENT F RD ACTIVELY W K TO OBTAIN CONGRESS! NAL 

AUTHORIZATIONS TO CARRY OUT T E AID COMMI TME NTS MADE BY HIS 

SECRETARY OF STATE I FRICA -- C MMITMENTS WH ICH ~OU LD STRENGTHEN 

THE HAND OF TH SE ALREADY FIGHT! G AGAINST MINO ITY RULE? <tHERE 

•• s• f .... 

ARE ALREADY STRONG IND ICATI ONS THAT ELEMENTS WI THI N THE FoRD ,. 

DM I ISTRATI ON ARE BACKTRACKING ON THESE PLE GES. 
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IF TH E ADM INISTRATION HAS ANNOU CED TO THE W RLD THAT 

IT OPPOS ES MINORITY RULE BA ED ON RACIAL D MINATIO~ ~HAT STEPS 

IS IT PREPARED TO TA KE TO HAVE THE REP LIC OF SoUTH AFRICA CHANGE 

ITS APARTHEID POLICY?~No SOONER HAD THE SECRETARY RETURNED FROM 

AFRICA MEN IT WAS INFORMALLY ANNOU NCED THAT THE UN ITED STATES ---
WAS PREPARING A GIGANTIC NU CLEAR REACTOR DEAL ~ ITH THE SOUTH 

FRICANS THROUGH OUR EXPORT-iMPO T ANK l. J DON'T CONS ! ER 

GIVI NG THE SoUTH AFRICAN GOVER NMENT . 250 MILLION I N , S, CRED IT - - -
GUARANTEES TO BU ILD A REACTOR TO BE A SIG NA L TO THEM TH T ~E 

DISAPPROVE OF THE IR POLICI ES , 

... 

LIT SHOULD BE CLEAR To ONE A~LL THAT THE FoRD AoMI NISTR n oN 

HAS A LO NG WAY TO GO BE FORE ITS P LICI ES BECO ME REALITY. 
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~IT DOES LITTLE GOOD TO RAISE EXPECTATIONS FOR THE DRAMA 

OF THE MOMENT A D THEN FAIL TO CARRY THROUG AT A LATER DATEt THIS 

IS THE TYPE OF DIPLOMACY THAT IS UNBECOMING TO A GREAT N TI N. 

~ THE FORD DM INISTRATION MUST NOT SUCC~B TO ELECTION-YEA 

PRESSURE AND ABANDON THE P LI C I ES IT HAS ENUNC I ATED lJ F Tfl IS 

HA PPENS/ MORE THAN AMER IC AN PRESTIGE IN AFRICA WILL BE DAMAGED • .... -
~OUR INACTI ON COULD INCREASE TENS ION AND LEAD TO RACIAL BLOODSHED , 

~ AND IT IS CLEAR TO ME TH T UNLESS WE ACT SOON) WE S OULD NOT 

BE SURPRISED OR OFFENDED IF THE AFRICANS} ONCE M RE IGNOR ED AND 

-
ABANDONED BY THE MERICANSJ ACCEPT MATE IAL AND MORAL SUPPORT FROM 

~rrr ur • - -
WHO EVER OFFERS IT. 
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WILL HAVE ONLY OURSELVES TO BLAME IF THE CUBANS AND THE ... .. • -
SOVI ETS GAIN FU RTHER P SITIONS OF INFLU ENCE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA, -
~HAVE AL AYS BE LI EVED THAT THE AY TO DEFEAT THE Cu ANS AD 

I-
SOVI ETS IN OUTHERN FRICA IS TO MOVE BO LqY TO DENY T EM THE 

-

POLITICAL OPPORTU !TI ES WH ICH THEY SEEK, 

L.. IT IS VERY LATE AND WE _H_A_v_E _______ __.......__ 

MAKE ANOTHER THROUGH TI MIDITY OR I NACTI ON ,) IN EFFECTIVELY CARRYING 
~ -=- ... 

OUT OUR OWN POLICY PRONOUNCEMENTS E ~OULD NOT SIMPLY BE RESPO DI G --------J 
TO THE CH LLE GE OF THE Co MUNISTS .-.-

~UCH MORE IMP RTANTL~ W ~IILL BE TAK I NG OUR ST ND FO WHAT IS 

RIGHT AND DECENT I THE CAUS E OF HU1AN F EE OM , -



23 

BRIEF OVERVI E WITH THE FOLLOWI NG THOUGHT, 

IF WE BASE OUR FRICAN POLICY ON THE PRINCIPLES OF HELPING THE 

POOR AND AIDI NG THE SPEEDY TRANS ITI ON TO MAJORITY RULE~ WE WOULD BE 

ALIG NING OURSELVES ITH THE OMI NANT POLITICAL FORCES OF TH E FUTURE 

AND~ AT THE SAME TI ME ~ DOING WHAT IS RIGHT, 

~ THERE IS) AFTER ALLJ NO REASON WHY WE CA NNOT HAVE A FOR;;_GN 

POLICY WH ICH IS BOTH PRAG MATIC AND MORAL. 
UL • 

~SUCH AN APPROACH WOU LD YI ELD PRACTICAL DIVIDENDS NOT ONLY IN 

AFRICAA BUT THRO UG HOUT ALL THE REST OF THE WOR LD AS ~E LL, 

- ' -----
~ NEED NOT BE - DEFENSIVE AS E FAC E THE CHA LLENGES 

OF THE FUTU RE . 
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THE UN ITED STATES STILL HAS MANY POTE NTI AL FRIE NDS AND ALLIES 

AMONG TH E EMERGING NATIONS~O REDEEM THE ! TRUST AND CO NFI DENCE 
F -

E HAVE ONLY TO ACT AFFIRMATIVELY 0~ THE BAS IS OF TH E PRINCIPLES 

UPON HICH OUR OW NATI O ~A F NDED T 0 HUNDRED YEARS AGO. " 

* * 
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