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GRADUATION EXERCISES 

UNITED STATES CAPITOL PAGE SCHOOL 

Washington, D. C. 

June 7, 1976 

I am pleased to be here to mark with you the milestone of 
your high school graduation. 

You should be very proud of your accomplishments, for not 
only have you completed your high school studies -- you have 
done it under less than agreeable circumstances, rising early 
in the morning to attend classes and working all day -- and 
sometimes into the night -- in the House and Senate. 

I know I speak in behalf of all my colleagues in Congress 
when I thank you for your dedicated and willing assistance. 
Your help is invaluable to Members of Congress who call on 
you for a variety of services. And in a very real way, you 
have given service to your country. 

You have had the rare opportunity to see American government 
especially the Legislative branch -- from the inside. You know 
about some of the shortcomings of the Congress, and you are 
aware, hopefully, of the strong points of this Body. 

This valuable "inside education" · should prepare you 
perhaps better than most high school graduates -- for participation 
and leadership in community and government affairs. 

Your experience here must be counted as more than simply a 
privilege; you must view this opportunity as a serious responsibility. 

I first visited this city some 40 years ago. I still remember 
my first visions of Washington -- the buildings, the people and 
the debates. Needless to say, I was quite taken with the workings 
of the Federal government, particularly the Congress. 

Few Americans have had the opportunity to reach out and 
touch the very structure of their government as you have. Washington 
is a mystical city which enthralls most of its visitors. The 
bright and bristling buildings which house our government have 
become to many the very symbols of this Republic. 

But one of the principal -- and often difficult -- tasks of 
students of any age is to separate the form from the substance. 
That is something no one can fully accomplish in one week, one 
year, or even in a lifetime. 

But it is an effort that must be undertaken by every citizen. 

I hope that your sojourn in the Nation's Capital has helped 
you to test your assumptions about the Congress and the Federal 
government. For Washington, indeed, is the place to test your 
impressions of history against the realities of the present and 
your hopes for the future. 

As those who have been on the inside, you are somewhat better 
equipped to challenge the way things are done than people who 
have not had the benefit of your special experience. That is 
why I challenge you to make this a foundation for future 
accomplishments. 

* * * 
The great scientist, Albert Einstein, once observed that we 

as a people are "always becoming, never being" -- always dynamic, 
never static. His remark might be taken as an appropriate motto 
for your commencement in this Bicentennial era. 
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We Americans have always had our eyes fixed on the future. 
The most distinguishing mark of American character since the 
first colonists arrived on this continent has been a profound 
faith in progress, in our ability to create a better life for 
ourselves and for future generations. Our progress as a nation 
has been a constant process of becoming, of constant motion and 
growth, of evolving aspirations and ideals. 

What was declared in 1776 was not the fullness of American 
freedom, but the common privilege of laboring for its fulfillment 
and that task will never be finished. Each generation has its 
own summons to the cause of life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness. 

The record of America in the last 200 years reflects the 
gradual evolution of individual liberty, an ideal that was 
revolutionary at its birth and remains so today. Our 
Bicentennial calls us to study that record; to focus our 
thoughts on our past heritage, our present prospects, and our 
hopes for the future. 

The American Dream is simply a metaphor for the creation of 
a truly open society. 

Such a society is one in which men and women are free to 
develop their talents, to pursue their dreams. 

It is one that is free of the specters that have haunted 
generations of mankind -- hunger, disease, ignorance, fear, 
racial prejudice, slavery and serfdom, political oppression 
and religious persecution. 

Instead, the Open Society is based on the idea, set forth 
in our Declaration of Independence, of the inherent dignity of 
man, endowed by our creator with a soul and with certain rights 
that cannot be taken away. 

This emphasis on the dignity and rights of man is lvhat 
gives sense and reason to the system of government we call 
democracy. Without it, men and women become things to be 
manipulated and controlled, rather than respected as democracy 
requires. 

Respect for the dignity and rights of all the notion that 
"all are created equal" and are thus entitled to equal treatment 
under the law -- is a very recent development in the history 
of the human race. Even in this, the greatest of all democracies, 
the ideals stated in the Declaration of Independence are not 
yet fully reflected in our social, economic and political system. 

In the last 200 years we have only gradually extended the 
franchise and other civil rights and liberties to include the 
poor and women, as well as racial and ethnic minorities. Yet, 
painfully slow as our progress might appear in hindsight, we 
have come a long way in these 200 years. And we can do even 
better if lve can overcome some of the flaws, some of the all-too­
human frailties, that have plagued the great American experiment. 

Gradually, over these two centuries, we have learned that it 
is just as important to develop our human resources as it is 
to develop our natural resources. 

Gradually we have learned that the r~ghts guaranteed by our 
Constitution are meaningless unless they apply to all the people 
the poor as well as the rich, to women as well as men, to the 
illiterate as well as the educated. 

Gradually we have extended the concept of equal justice under 
the law so that it applies to every citizen, not just to an 
elite minority. 
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Ultimately, it was our belief in the ideals in the Declaration 
of Independence and the Constitution that enabled us to endure 
the dark days of the Great Depression and World War II while 
other nations lost their freedom or embraced totalitarianism. 

Our experience during those terrible years of the Great 
Depression and World War IT had a strong impact on our image 
of ourselves as a people and the role of our nation in the world. 

Poverty and hunger and unemployment cast dark shadows over 
the growing-up years of a whole generation of Americans. On 
top of that, there was World War II, to shm'l us how fragile are 
the bonds of civilization against the lust for power that sometimes 
seizes individuals and nations. 

When the war was over, we were determined that it would not 
happen again. We were determined that our children would never 
have to go through what we went through. 

We were determined to eliminate poverty at home and to 
protect our allies against totalitarian aggression abroad. 

In those years just after World War II, the United States 
was the hero of the world. We had destroyed fascism. Tech­
nologically, militarily and economically we were the strongest 
nation on earth. We gave our wealth generously to rebuild a 
devastated Europe. We helped establish democratic governments 
in Germany and Japan that have flourished for 30 years, so that 
today our former enemies are among our strongest and most 
important allies. 

It was only natural that these experiences would color 
our view of ourselves and the world. We had saved civilization 
from fascist aggression, and we were determined to protect it 
against communist aggression. Our technological prowess and 
supplies of cheap energy enabled us to achieve the highest 
standard of living in the history of the world. And this high 
standard of living was not limited to just a privileged few, but 
was enjoyed by a majority of Americans. From the Depression-era 
promise of a "chicken in every pot," we l'lent to "two cars in 
every garage." 

We shared our wealth generously with poorer nations and 
gave away surplus food to help prevent starvation around the 
world. 

We made tremendous progress in wiping out dread diseases 
and improving housing, health care, education and other public 
services for all our citizens. 

But while we were busy congratulating ourselves on our 
successes, the currents of change were sweeping our society 
and the world, and our institutions were found to be sadly 
unequipped to cope with new realities. 

Events of the last decade or so have forced us to re-examine 
some of our most cherished assumptions about ourselves, our 
lifestyle, and our role in the world. 

The civil rights movement of the mid-1960's made us see that 
prejudice and discrimination had denied large groups of people 
the constitutional protections and economic opportunities to 
which they were entitled as American citizens. 

The tragic experience in Vietnam divided us as a people, 
called into question the foundations of our foreign policy since 
World War II, and forced us to evaluate carefully the limits 
of our power and of our knowledge of the world. We have been 
called to a new role in world leadership as new nations struggle 
to achieve independence with majority governments. 
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The energy cr1s1s forced us to recognize how dangerously 
dependent we are upon an uninterrupted, abundant supply of 
cheap energy for our economy, our lifestyle and our national 
security. 

We became deeply concerned over the degradation of our 
environment and the exploitation and depletion of our natural 
resources. 

We have confronted a totally unique phenomenon in economic 
history, of simultaneous inflation and recession, while the 
tension and tragedy of unemployment have entered the homes of 
countless American families. 

We have watched major cities falling into decay. We have 
seen too many of our people denied adequate health care because 
they cannot afford it or there is no clinic or hospital nearby. 

The list of major problems could go on. 

But the point is that human beings, even with the very best 
of intentions, are far from infallible. Our intelligence and 
creativity, magnificent as they are, are frequently matched by 
our capacity for self-delusion. Our most generous and worthy 
impulses are too often marred by the sins of pride and 
condescension. Our institutions have not kept pace with 
changing needs in a changing world. 

We Americans face tremendous challenges today. We must 
learn to conserve our natural resources, so that there will be 
something left for your children and my grandchildren. 

We must stop the terrible waste of human resources in rural 
areas and in the inner city, where poverty, illiteracy, and 
unemployment blight lives and breed crime. 

We must find and support leaders with imagination and 
integrity; men and women who have both ideas and ideals; and 
we must demand that they tell the American people the truth. 

Most of all, we must restore the sense of community, of 
caring for each other and working together, of individual 
responsibility and involvement, that has always been one of 
America's greatest virtues and the source of much of our 
strength and success as a Nation and a people. 

This is not something that the government can do for us. 
The government can provide leadership, with our support. It 
can provide money, with our tax dollars. But in our democratic 
society it cannot force us to be wise or virtuous citizens. 

This generation, too, has been summoned to the cause of 
"life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness." Like our 
forebearers, we must be willing to experiment, to risk failure 
and to bear the consequences of our mistakes, both past and 
yet to come. 

We must be prepared to do the things we ought to do, because 
they are right. 

We must be willing to make some sacrifices now in order to 
protect and preserve what we most cherish in American life for 
the benefit of future generations. 

We must accept the burdens of leadership as the strongest 
nation of the free world and set a good example by adhering to 
our principles both at home and abroad. 

We must accept responsibility for our actions, both as 
individuals and as a Nation. 
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This is a challenge of our Bicentennial year: to continue 
to chart our progress by the liberation of the human spirit 
and to work for its fulfillment. 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt captured the essence of this 
challenge when he said, "The only limit to our realization of 
tomorrow will be our doubts of today. Let us move fon~ard with 
strong and active faith." 

This is my challenge to you. 

If It # # If 
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~1 AM PLEASED TO BE HERE TO MARK WITH YOU THE MILESTONE OF 

YOUR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATIO , 

}__,You SHOULD BE VERY PROUD OF YOUR ACCOMPLISHME NTS, FOR NOT 

ONLY HAVE YOU COMPLETED YOUR HIGH SCH OL STUDIES -- YOU HAVE 

DONE IT UNDER LESS THAN AGREEABLE CIRCUMSTANCES~ RISING EARLY 
c . ·= ·- 9 ...) = !!BiD 

IN THE MORNING TO ATTEND CLASSES AND WORKING ALL DAY -- AND 
c::' . = $ -· . -· -··. -- -----·--· -

SOMETIMES INTO THE NIGHT -- IN THE HOUSE AND SENATE, ~ 
- .. if - .,/" 

~ KNOW J SPEAK IN BEHALF OF ALL MY C~LEA~ES IN CONGRESS 

WHEN J THANK Y U FOR YOUR DEDICATED AND WILLING ASSISTANCES1 
z;r;:. 

OUR HELP IS INVA LUABLE TO MEMBERS OF CONGRESS WHO CALL ON 
c • 

oNf YOU FOR ~A~:. OF ... ~ER~ICES~ A D IN A VERY 

~ HAVE GIVEN SERVICE TO YOUR COU TRY, 

YOU 

__.,._.. 
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RARE OPPORTUNITY TO SEE AMERICA GOVERNMENT 

ESPECIALLY THE LEG:SLATI.~~. BRA~CH -- FROM THE INSIDE,~ K 0' 

ABOUT SOME OF THE SH~RTCOMINGS OF THE (ONGRE:;J AND YOU ARE 

AWARE) HOPEFULLY) OF THE STRONG POINTS OF THIS BODY. 

~ THIS V~~UABLE "INSIDE EDUCATION" SHOULD PREPARE YOU --

PERHAPS BETTER THAN MOST HIGH SCHO L GRADUATES -- FOR PARTICIPATION 
'- -::::-, 

AND LEADERSHIP IN COMMUNITY AND GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS • .. 

J FIRST VISITED THIS CITY SOME 40 YEARS AGO, ~TILL REMEMBER 

v', t, 

~MY FIRST VISIONS 

THE DEBATES ~ 
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~~FEW AMER ICA NS HAVE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO REACH OUT AND 

TOUCH THE VE RY STRUCTURE OF THEIR GOVER NMENT AS YOU HAVE~HINGTON 

BRIGHT AND BRISTLING BUILDINGS WH ICH H USE OUR GOVER NME T HAVE 

BECOME TO MAY THE VERY SYM OLS OF THIS EPUBLIC. -
L-!.UT ON~ OF ~E PRI NC I:::; -- AND ~~~F:CULT -- TASKS OF 

STUDENTS OF ANY AGE IS TO SEPARATE THE FORM FROM THE SUBSTANCE. 
-:;a -=- :iii' 

~~AT IS SOMETHING NO ONE CAN FULLY ACCOMPLISH IN ONE WEEK , ONE 

YEARJ OR EVEN IN A LIFETIME~ --
~ BuT IT IS AN EFFORT THAT MUST BE ~NDE!!A~~ BY E~R~ CITIZEN, 

~~ HOPE THAT YOUR ~ I THE ATION'S CAPITAL HAS HELPED 

YOU TO TEST YOUR ASSUMPTIONS ABOUT THE CONGRESS AND THE FEDERAL 

GOVERNMENT, 

~ 



OF HISTORY AGAINST THE REALITI ES OF THE PRESENT AND YOUR HOPES 

FOR THE FUTURE, 

t~ As THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN ON THE INS IDE1 YOU ARE SOM EWHAT BETTER 
::: '& 

' 

EQU IPPED TO CHALLENGE THE WAY THI NGS ARE DONE THAN PEOPLE WH 

HAVE NOT HAD THE BENEFIT OF YOUR SPECIAL EXPERIENCE/~THAT IS 

WHY I CHALLE NGE YOU TO MAKE THIS A FOU NDATION FOR FUTURE 
'TT • 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS, l 
* * * 

~ GREAT SCIENTIST, A~ERT EI S~IN, ONCE OBSERVED THA~E 

~ A PEOPLE ARE "ALWAYS BECOMING1 NEVER BEING" -- ALWAYS DYNAMIC1 

NEVER STATIC, HIS RE MARK MIGHT BE TA KEN AS AN APPROPRIATE MOTTO 

FOR YOUR COMMENCEMENT IN THIS~ICE 'TENNIAL.~A, t 

~MERICANS HAVE AL l YS HAD OUR EYES FIXED ON THE FUTURE, 

~ .... ,~.1-h, .,... ._,k .... , UJ~-/..... 



~J 

gE MOST DISTINGUISHING MARK OF MERICAN CHARACTER SINCE THE 

FIRST COLONISTS ARRIVED ON THIS CONTINENT HAS BEEN A PROFOUND 

FAITH IN ~ROGR~SS' I OUR ABILITY TO CREATE A BETTER LIFE FOR 

OURSELVES AND FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS~ROGRESS AS A NATION 

L' 

HAS BEEN A CONSTANT PROCESS OF BECOMING OF CONSTANT MOTION AND 

G~H, )OF EVOLVI~G ASP! RATIO S AND_ IDEAL:.:.• (_ ~~ 
~AT WAS DECLARED IN~6 WAS NOT THE :u~SS OF AMERICAN 

GRADUAL EVOLUTION OF INDIVIDU!L LI BERTYj AN IDEAL THAT WAS 

REVOLUTIONARY AT ITS BIRTH AND REMAI NS SOT DAY. 
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CALLS US TO STUDY THAT REC RD;• TO FOCUS 0 R 
--------:; 

THOUGHTS ON OUR PAST HERITA'" OUR PRESENT PROSPECTS.~ AND OUR 

HOPES FOR THE FUTURE. 

~ , ~ 
"'THE l~MERICAN D:EA: IS SIMPLY A METAPHOR FOR THE CREATION OF 

A TRULY OPEN SOCIETY' 
c::=: ...... r s s=== • 

/_;ucH A SOCIETY I S ONE I N WHICH MEN AND OMEN ARE FREE TO 

DEVELOP THEIR TALENTS} TO PURSUE THE IR DREAMS G 

~T IS ONE THAT IS FREE OF THE SPECTERS THAT HAVE HAUNTED 
.,- <. 

GENERATIO NS OF MANKIND -- HUNGER.~ DISEASE.~ IGN ORANCE.~ FEAR.~ 

. ~ ---
RACIAL PREJUDICE.~ SLAVERY AND SERFDOM.~ POLITICAL OPPRESSION 

AND RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION. 

IS BASED ON THE IDEA.~ SET FORTH IN OUR 

DE CLARATI N OF INDEPENDENCE.~ OF THE INHERENT DIGNITY OF MAN.~ E~DOWED 

BY OUR CREATOR WITH A SOUL A D WITH CERTAI RIGHTS THAT CANNOT BE 

TAKE N AWAY {) 
E:""-
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~THIS EMPHASIS ON 
~ 

THE DIGNITY AND
4

RIGHTS 
--·· 0 

IS WHAT GIVES 

SENSE AND REASON TO THE SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT WE CALL DEMOCRAC., -
L ITHOUT IT/ MEN AND WOMEN BECOME TI~S TO BE ~~NIPULA"!:!'D AND 

\ 

~NTROLL~) RATHER THAN RESPECTED AS D~CRACY REQUIRES­

~RESPECT FOR THE DIGNITY AND RIGHTS OF ALL -- THE NOTION THAT 

"ALL ARE CREATED E UAL" AND ARE THUS ENTITLED TO EQUAL TREATMENT 

UNDER THE LAW -- IS A VERY RECENT DEVELOPMENT IN THE HISTORY 
c ~ 

~ ..,_. ---
OF THE HUMA RACE, l!:.EN IN THISJ THE GREATEST OF ALL DEMOCRACIES 

ll2 

THE IDEALS STATED IN THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE ARE NOT 

P OR AND WOMENJ AS WELL AS RACIAL AD ETHNIC MINORITIES, 
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SLO AS OUR PROGRESS MIGHT APPEAR IN HI DSIGH~ 
--~==~ -

WE HAVE COME A LO NG WAY I N THESE 200 YEARS~ND WE CAN DO EVEN 

BETTER IF WE CAN OVERCOME SOME OF THE FLA S1 SOME OF THE ALL-TOO-.. • --
HUMAN FRAILTIES~ THAT HAVE PLAGUED THE GREAT AMER ICAN EXPERIME NT. 

1-.,G~~L:t OVER THESE TWO CENTURIESj WE HAVE LEAR ED THAT IT 

IS JU T AS IMPORTA NT TO DEVELOP OUR HUMAN RESOURCES A IT IS 
a. 

TO DEVELOP OUR NATURAL RESOURC ES , 

) GRADUALLY WE HAVE LEARNED THAT THE RIGHTS GUARANTEED BY OUR 
~ 7 ~ ·-

CONSTITUTION ARE MEANINGLESS UNLESS THEY APPLY TO ALL THE PEOPLE --- ~ 

THE POOR AS WELL AS THE RICH1 TO WOMEN AS WE LL AS MEN1 TO THE - -
ILLITERATE AS ELL AS THE EDUCATED. 

) r-ADUALLY WE HAVE EXTENDED THE CONCEPT OF E UAL JUSTICE UNDER Vi~ 
v 

THE LAW SO TH T IT APPLIES TO EVERY CITIZEN1 NOT JUST TO AN 
"---

ELITE MINORITY, 
~ 
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LTIMATELYJ IT WAS OUR BELIEF I THE IDEALS IN THE ECLARATION 

OF INDEPENDENCE AND TH E CONSTITUTIO THAT E ABLED US TO E DURE 

ION WHILE 

OTHER NATIONS LOST THEIR FREEDOM OR EtB ACED TOTALITARIANIS~ 

~ UR EXPERIENCE DURING THOSE TERRIBLE YEARS OF THE GREAT 

DEPRESSION AND WORLD AR II HAD A STRONG IMPACT ON OUR IMAGE 

OF OURSELVES AS A PEOPLE AND THE ROLE OF OUR NATION IN THE WORLD ~ 

h~RTY AND HUNGE AND UNEMPL YMENT CAST DARK SHADOWS OVER 

THE GRO l NG-UP YEARS OF A WHOLE GENERATIO OF AMERICANS~ 

TOP OF THATj FRAGILE ARE 

THE BOND OF CIVILI~ATION AGAINST THE LU T FOR PO ER THAT SOMETIMES 
I .., -

SEIZES INDIVIDUALS AND NAT IONS , 

-------~~------------
~t HEN THE WAR WAS OVER) WE WERE DETERMINED TH T IT ~OULD NOT 

HAPPE AGAIN, 
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DETERMINED THAT OUR CHILDREN W ULD NEVER HAVE TO GO 
,....... ~ 

THROUGH WHAT WE WENT THROUGH. 

~ WERE DETERMINED TO ELIMINATE POVERTY AT HOME AND TO 

PROTECT OUR ALLIES AGAINST T TALITARIAN AGGRESSION ABROAD. 

~IN TH SE YEARS JUST AFTER ORLD AR I 3 THE UNITED STATES WAS 

THE HERO OF THE WORLD~~ HAD DESTROYED FASCISM~~OLOGICALLY, 

MILITARILY AND ECONOMICALLY WE WERE THE STRONGEST NATION ON EARTH. - - 2 - A 

~ GAVE OUR WEALTH GENEROUSLY TO REBUILD A DEVASTATED EUROPE.~ 

HELPED ESTABLISH DE OCRATIC GOVERNMENTS IN GERMANY AND JAPAN THAT 

-

HAVE FLOURISHED F?R 30 YEA~) SO THAT TODAY OUR FORMER ENEMIES ARE 

AMONG OUR STRONGEST AND M ST IMPORTANT ALLIES. 

~IT AS ONLY NATURAL THAT T ESE EXPERIE CES WOULD COLOR 

OUR VIEW OF OURSELVES AND THE WORLD. 
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~ HAD SAVED CIVILIZATION FROM FASCI :~AGGRESSION, AND WE WERE 

PROTECT IT AGAINST COMMUNIST AGGRESSIO~ OUR 

TECHNOLOGICAL PROWESS AND SUPPLIES OF CHE AP ENERGY ENAB LED US T - -
ACHIEVE THE HIGHEST STANDARD OF LIVI NG IN THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD. 

L-)ND THIS HIGH STANDARD OF LIVING WAS NOT LIMITED TO JUST A 

PRiVILEGED F~ BUT WAS ENJOYED BY A MAJO~~ ~ O~ MERIC:Ns~FROM 

THE DEPRESSION-ERA PROMISE OF A "CHICKEN I EVERY POT," WE WENT TO 
::s- -

"TWO CARS IN EVERY GARAGE." 

... •• - ¢ a11 7 ' .......... 

~WE SHARED OUR W:ALTH GENEROUSLY WITH POORER NATIO S AND GAVE 

AWAY SURPLUS FOOD TO HELP PREVENT STARVATION AROUND THE WORLD. 

~1E MADE TREME~DOUS PROGRESS I N WIPING OUT DREAD DISEASES 

AND IMPROVI NG HOUSING, HEALTH CARE, EDUCATION AND OTHER PUBLIC 

SERVICES FOR ALL OUR CITIZENS . 
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~T WHILE WE WERE BUSY CONG:A~ULA~l G OURSELVES ON OUR 

SUCCESSE~ TH~ CURR~ OF ~NGE WERE S EEPHG OUR SOCIETY 

AND THE WORLDJ AND OUR INSTITUTIONS WERE FOUND TO BE SADLY 

UNE UIPPED TO COPE WITH NE\ REALITIES. 
·- ·~----~-- ·-~ 

~EVENTS OF THE LAST DECADE OR SO HAVE FORCED US TO RE-EXAMINE 

SOME OF OUR MOST CHERISHED AS UMPTIO S ABOUT O!SELVE:;_ ~ 
• 

LIFESTYLEJ AND OUR ROLE IN THE W RLD, 
~ 

~THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT OF THE MID-1950 's MADE US SEE THAT 

PREJUDICE AND DISCRIMI NATION HAD DE~IED LARGE GROUPS OF PEOPLE 

THE CONSTITUTION L PROTECTIONS A D ECO OMIC OPPORTUNITIES TO 

HICH THEY ERE ENTITLED 

-
~HE TRAGIC EXPERIENCE I ' VIET AM DIV~ED US AS A PEOPLE, CALLED 

INTO QUESTION THE FOUNDATI NS OF OUR FOREIGN POLICY SI CE ORLD WAR II 
= 

............._--===--= 
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~RCED US TO EV LUATE CAREFULLY THE LI MITS OF OUR PO ER -
AND OF OUR KNOW LEDGE OF THE 

l_},HE E~RGY CRISIJ. :aRCED u T RECOG NIZE HO DANGEROUSLY 

DEPENDENT WE ARE UPON AN UNINTERRUPTEDJ ABU NDA T SUPPLY OF CHEAP 
< - ) 

ENERGY FOR OUR ECONOMYJ OUR LIFE TYLE AND OUR NATIONAL SECURITY, 

BECAME DEEPLY CO NCER NED OVER T E DEGRADATION OF OUR ENVIRON-- ~ 

MENT AND THE EXPLOITATION AND DEPLETION OF OUR NATURAL RESOURCES, 

~E HAVE r==h- A TOTALLY UNIQUE PHENOMENO!L IN ECONOMIC 
X' 

HISTORY/ OF SIMULTANEOUS IN:L TION AND R CESSIO.) WH ILE T-iE 
-r£ 

TENSIO AND TRAGEDY OF UNEMPL YMENT HAVE ENTERED THE HOMES OF 
~ ..- ...... ... 

COUNTLESS AMERICAN FAMILIF~. 
.::.:.:..:..::....:....~_.-;..;.o-...,.=--------·--
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~ 11E HAVE WATCHED M~ _s!!IES FALLING INTO DECAY,!! HAVE 

SEEN TOO MA Y OF OUR PEOPLE DENIED ADEQUATE HEALTH CARE BECAUSE 

THEY CANNOT AFFORD IT OR THERE IS NO CLI NIC OR HOSPITAL NEARBY, 
.... -

~THE LIST OF~ PROBLEMS C ULD GO ON, 

THAT HU AN BEINGSJ EVEN WITH THE VERY BEST 

OF INTENTIONS, A~E FAR FROM I FALLI BLE~UR INTELLIGENCE AND 

CREATIVITYJ MAGNIFICENT AS THEY AREJ ARE FREQUENTLY MATCHED BY 

OUR CAPACITY FOR sELF-DELUSIONL~v~~ 
IMPULSES ARE TOO OFTEN MARRED BY THE SINS OF PRIDE AND , 

CONDESCENS IO N, b_uR I S~TU~I ~ S HAVE NOT KEPT PACE WITH 

CHANG I G NEEDS IN A CHANGI NG WORLD, > 
_,.....,.... . ---....______ .........__ --- --

~E AMERICANS FACE TREME NDOUS CHALLENGES TODAY.L,!E MUST LEARN 

TO CONSERVE OUR NATURAL RES URCESJ SO THAT THERE WILL BE SOMETHING 

LEFT FOR YOUR CHILDREN AND MY GRA NDCHILDREN, 



-15-

~E MUST STOP THE TERRI BLE WASTE OF HUMAN RESOURCES IN RURAL 
c ... 

AREAS AND IN THE INNER CITY1 WHERE POVERTY1 ILLITERACY1 AND 
~ L > 

UNEMPLOYME NT BLIGHT LIVES AND BREED CRIME. 

I E MUST FI ND AND SUPPORT LEADERS WITH IMAGI NATION AND 
~ ........ ,. ,---

WE MUST DEMAND THAT THEY TELL THE MERICAN PEOPLE THE TRUTH, 

~OST OF ALL;! WE MUST RESTORE THE ~ENSE OF COMMU~TY~ OF 

CARI NG FOR EACH OTHER AND WORKING TOGETHERt OF INDIVIDUAL 
--- ~~- -------

RESPONSIBILITY AND ... I NV~~EMENT) THAT HAS ALWAYS BEEN ONE OF 

AMER ICA'S GREATEST VIRTUES AND THE SOURCE OF MUCH OF OUR 

STRENGTH AND SUCCESS AS A NATION AND A PEOPLE, 
~ 

J THIS IS NOT SOMETH I G THAT THE GOVERNME NT CA DO FOR US .l 
j_ ~ -? ---= -- ' 
~ GOVERNMEN: c_AN~~EADERSHIP, WITH OUR SUPPORT, 
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~AN PROVIDE MONEY, WITH OUR TAX DOLLARS~T IN OUR DEMOCRATIC 

SOCIETY IT CANNOT FORCE US TO BE WISE OR VIRTUOUS CITIZE S, 

~ENERATION, TOO, HAS BEEN SUMMONED TO THE CAUSE OF 

"u FE, LIBERTY AND THE PURSUIT oF HAPP 1 Ess, "LLIKE ouR 

FOREBEARERS, ~IE MUST BE WILLI NG T EXPER IME~ TO RISK FAILURE 
~J z=;> 

AND TO BEAR THE CONSEQUENCES OF OUR MISTAKES, BOTH PAST AND 

YET TO COME, 

~JE MUST BE PREP RED TO DO THE THI NGS WE OUGHT TO DO, BECAUSE 

- "E'::5 ... 

THEY ARE RIGHT, 

WILLING TO MAKES ME SACRIFICES NO! IN ORD ER TO 
4 ~ 

PROTECT AND PRESERVE WHAT E MOST CHERISH IN AMERICAN LIFE FOR 
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MUST ACCEPT THE BURDENS OF LEADERSHIP AS THE STRO NGEST 
.... -

NATION OF THE FRE E WORLD AND SET A GOOD EXAMPLE BY ADHERING TO 

OUR PRINCIPLES BOTH AT HOME AND ABROAD , 
'R?'?-- -~- --- ~ ... ;__.....,.= ·- ,_,..., -r - ,_ . -r ''» 

1.!:_ MUST ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY_~~-~R ACTIO NS, BOTH AS 

IND IVIDUALS AND AS A NATI ON , -- ;:::::-- ,.,__ ""' ~ 

~~-;:: 
_, f 

I ,, 
TO CHART OU 

i 
1/ 

AN, T WORK 

~ FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT CAPTURED THE ESSENCE OF THIS 

CHALLENGE WHEN HE SAID 1 "THE ONLY LIMIT TO OUR REALIZATION OF 
=- w • rtti a ..... ·-:7-;iie 

STRONG AND ACTIVE FAITH," ------------
THIS IS MY CH ALLE NGE TO YOU, 
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