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REMARKS OF SENATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 
TO THE DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION 
NOMINATING SENATOR WALTER F. MONDATIE 

FOR VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
NEW YORK CITY, JULY 15, 1976 

Madame Chairman, fellow Delegates, fellow Democrats and 
fellow citizens: I am privileged to address this Convention for a 
second time. 

Tuesday night I said to you that "America 
who can make our country both dynamic and just, 
compassion, but also a dedication to individual 
leaders who can inspire and are inspired by our 
that our greatness lies in the future." 

looks to new leaders 
who have a sense of 
initiative -­
history, who sense 

Last night this Convention nominated, for the office of President, 
Governor Jimmy Carter -- a new leader who fulfills these standards. 

This evening I am privileged -- and I am most happy, I am very 
happy -- to place in nomination for the office of Vice President of 
the United States another new leader with compassion, initiative and 
inspiration: my colleague in the Senate, my personal friend, and a 
truly good and great American -- Senator Walter Mondale of Minnesota. 

I want to tell you about this man. You know his public record. 
You know that he has served in the u. s. Senate for 12 years, and that 
he served as Attorney General of Minnesota for four years. He was 
a brilliant student and a respected la~~er. All of this you know -­
it is in the printed record. 

But let me tell you about the man behind the record. 

He is a family man, blessed with a gifted and charming wife and 
three children. He was reared in rural Minnesota. He received his 
education in the public schools, at Macalester College and at the 
University of Minnesota. He served his country in the u. s. Army. 

Twenty-eight years ago, a young college student volunteered 
to help me with my first Senate campaign. He told me that he wanted 
to be involved in public life. Then, as now, he had a deep concern 
for the needs of people -- and he went to work and demonstrated 
those qualities of leadership which have become so evident in 
recent years. 

His name was Walter Mondale. 

Since 1948, Walter Mondale has used his talents and his energy, 
and has gained the wisdom and experience which have produced a truly 
great American. 

Muriel and I have a special relationship with Fritz and Joan 
Mondale. We share a friendship which has spanned our political lives. 
And it ts only in the intimacy of friendship that you discover the 
real qualities of another's character. 

I discovered that Fritz Mondale is a man of compassion and concern, 
sensitive to people and their needs, brilliant of mind and warm of heart. 
He is fair and firm, yet tempered by a sense of humor and purpose. 

He has been determined, throughout his life, to make a difference 
in the life of others. And he has translated that concern and compassion 
into social and political action. 

That is why his name is identified with family life, child care, 
education, health, human rights, a clean environment, jobs and income, 
aid to the handicapped and care and concern for the ~lderly. 
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To Senator Walter Mondale, politics is not a job. It is a public 
service. He did not learn his politics only in the classroom. He 
learned it from a wonderful father and mother, from his friends, and 
from his own life's experiences. 

Fritz Mondale has a broad understanding of our nation's character. 
He knows what the family farmer has to face, and he understands the 
importance of American agriculture, because he comes from rural America. 

He knows the problems and the promise of urban America, because 
during his years in higher education, in law practice and State govern­
ment, he lived and worked in a major urban area. 

And later on, in the Senate, he served with distinction on the 
committee concerned with urban life. 

He knows America and its people. He has traveled throughout 
this nation, visiting Native Americans on Indian reservations, black 
families in urban ghettos, workers in factories and in their neighborhoods, 
Mexican Americans in migrant camps and fields, the individual businessman 
on Main Street and the corporate leaders of industry and finance. 

Walter Mondale is not a man of limited perspective. He sees 
all of America. And I know this man as one who will give of himself 
body, mind and heart -- to the common good. 

I know that he is a good Democrat -- and, even more significantly, 
a good citizen. And I know that he will add strength to the Democratic 
ticket in 1976. 

But I also know that he will give strength to our beloved America. 
And that he will be a source of strength to our next President, 
Jimmy Carter. He will be loyal and he will be frank. He will be 
tru~ to himself and his convictions. He will dedicate himself to 
the protection of people's rights and liberties. 

As a young Attorney General, he fought for the consumers. As a 
U. S. Senator, he has fearlessly and vigorously investigated the 
abuses and violations of law by the Federal government intelligence 
and police agencies. 

And yet he is a man of the law who believes in fair and vigorous 
law enforcement and the protection of people's rights and property. 

Fritz Mondale is a man who is good and fair, decent and honorable. 
I know him as a man who has the courage of his convictions. I know 
that he has a gift for separating what will work from what won't. 
He is not only anxious to persuade, but he is willing to learn. He 
is blessed with energy, vitality and creativity, a man of ideals and 
practicality. 

I know that you will join me in thanking and congratulating 
Governor Carter for recommending to this Convention, as our candidate 
for Vice President, Senator Walter Mondale of Minnesota. 

The American people are looking for leaders who will once again 
restore their faith and trust in their institutions. 

Our country suffers from a distrust of government, brought about 
by corruption, deception, and the abuse of power, and it needs 
healing and cleansing. 

This Convention will give to the American people two men who 
can heal and cleanse this nation -- who are decent, moral and honest, 
but who are also qual~f~ed to govern in the public interest and for 
the common good. 
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The offices of President and Vice President must set a moral 
and ethical standard for the nation. And before we can move on all 
the tasks that we face, we must restore the confidence of the people 
in the institutions of government. 

No set of economic policies and no legislative program will be 
effective until the people once again believe that those who govern 
and those who lead are people of honesty and integrity. 

Then, and only then, will we be able to put our people back to 
work, care for the sick and needy, revitalize our cities and take 
care of our country. 

Jimmy Carter and Walter Mondale -- by their character, experience 
and ability -- can bring our nation once again to that sense of trust 
and confidence, of faith and hope, which are so essential for the 
success of representative government. 

And finally, let me say that a Carter-Mondale ticket has a very 
special meaning for America. 

This ticket means more than the vital, new leadership which 
it offers the nation. 

It means more than the joining of two young men of high principle 
and great promise. 

And it means even more than giving the American people a govern­
ment of compassion and courage. 

A Carter-Mondale ticket marks a significant turning-point in the 
political and social history of our Republic. 

A little more than one hundred years ago, the Union was torn 
asunder by a tragic, violent conflict -- a conflict whose scars still 
remain in our national life. 

But a Carter-Mondale ticket, under the Democratic banner, represents 
the final unification of the North and South. It represents the 
end of an epoch which, all too often, has set one region of this 
great nation against another. 

But with this ticket, the Democratic Party is saying to America: 
let us end the bitterness and antagonism between North and South 
which has been aggravated by the forces of history. 

And let us unite this nation -- from the Canadian border to the 
Rio Grande, from the Golden Gate to the banks of the Potomac -- in 
the firm belief that we can build a better America for all of our 
people. 

I am, therefore, proud to nominate Senator Walter F. Mondale to 
be the Democratic candidate and the next Vice President of the 
United States. 
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Madame Chairman, fellow Delegates, fellow Democrats and 

fellow citizens: 
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buESDAY NIGHJ I SAID TO ~ THAT "AMERICA LOOKS TO NEW LEADERS 

WHO CAN MAKE OUR COUNTRY BOTH DY AMIC AND JUSlj WHO HAVE A SENSE 

OF COMPASS IONj BUT ALSO A D~~~!TION TO INDIVIDUA~ms~ITIAT~E -­

LEADERS WHO CAN INSPIRE AND ARE I SPIRED BY OUR HISTORY~ BUT WHO -SE SE THAT OUR GREATNESS IS IN THE FUTURE." 
• 

THIS CONVENTION NOMINATED FOR THE OFFICE OF PRESIDEN~ 

- GOVERNOR Jl!!MY ~~A NEW LEADER WHO FULFILLS THESE STANDARDS0 

-THIS EVENIN~I AM PRIVILEGED TO PLACE IN NOMINATION FOR THE OFFICE 
.... ______ ...... _________ .,.____ . 

OF VICE PRES !DENT ANO,lHER N~W L~ADER-'1(1 ~ ar 
CO~~SSipNJ INITIATIVE AND I SPIRALION1 MY COLLEAGUE IN THE SENAT!f 

MY PERSONAL FRIEND AND A TRULY GOOD AND GREAT AMERICAN, SENATOR 
..... - , :::::::tiff' 

WA LTER MONDA LE OF MINNESOTA , 
--------------~,------------~-~~~ ,.., --

~WANT ifo TELL YOU ABOUT THIS MAN~ KNOW HIS PUBLIC 

RECORD1 {YJJ. KNOW THAT HE HAS SERVED I THE U .· S. SENATE FOR l2 

YEARs.·{ HE-SERVED AS ATTORNEY GENERAL OF MINNESOTA FOR~ YEARS, 

J(HE WAS A BRILLIANT STUDENT AND RESPECTED LAWYE5/ ALL OF THIS~U 

KNOW,[ IT IS IN THE PRJ~_tD !iF.CORD .· BUT LET ME TELL YOU ABOUT THE --- ~ 
MAN BEHIND THE RECORD. ...... ....... . .,._ 
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LHE IS A FAMILY MAN~ BLESSED WITH A GIFTED AND CHARMING WIFE ......... , __. -
AND THREE CHILDREN~( HE WAS REARED IN RURAL MI NESOTA., HE RECEIVED 

HIS EDUCATION IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOL)' AT MACALESTER COLLEGE AND THE 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTAr. HE SERVED HIS COUNTRY IN THE U. S. ARMY. 

TWENTY-EIGHT YEARS AGO A YOUNG COLLEGE STUDENT VOLUNTEERED -
TO HELP ME ITH MY FIRST SENATE CAMPAIGNti_HE TOLD M~ HE WANTED 

TO BE INV_!YED IN PUBLIC LIFE. (THENJ AS NOW, HE HAD A DEEP CONCERN 

OVER THE NEEDS OF PEOPLE.~HE WENT TO W~K AND DEMONSTRATED THOSE 

QUALITIES OF LEADERSHIP WHICH HAVE BECOME SO EVIDENT IN RECENT ---
YE RS t b IS AME WAS WALTER MONDALE ~ ...... .... 

l._siNCE l9481WALTER MONDALE HAS USED HIS TALENTS AND HIS ENERGY 

TO GAIN THE WISDOM AND EXPERIENCE THAT HAVE PRODUCED A TRULY -
GREAT AMERICAN. ~-

~ MURIEL AND .. I HAVE A SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP WITH ~z AND 
u 

JOAN MONDALEL WE SH~E A F~=~IP THAT HAS SPANNED 
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OUR POLITICAL LIVES~~IT IS ONLY IN THE I~TI~CY OF FRIENDSHIP 

THAT YOU DISCOVER THE REAL QUALITIES OF ONE'S CHARACTER., 
-.- - . -·--

~ I DI~ERED THAT F~Z M~ALE IS A MAN OF COMPASSION AND - -
CO CERN4 SENSITIVE TO PEOPLE AND THEIR NEEDS~ BRILLIANT OF MIND AND 

, ... ... ;J ... .. 

WARM OF HEARTJ~ FAIR A D FIRM~ TEMPERE BY A SENSE OF HUMOR AND ..... - -
PURPOSE. 

L IK I' i a I! FEU IE~ llll!!ll TIIR j'l' I"" II II I s e I~ 2 Te Ph llttj ~II I t:ifj[cE 

! ! . . HE HAS TRANS LA TED • C.Q!J£.ERN & 

FOR OTHERS I T SOCIAL AND POLITICAL ACTION• --
~ THIS IS WHY ~ N~ME IS IDENTIFIED WITH F~MILY LIF~ ~ 

CfRE~ E£UCATION1 HEALTH, HUMAN RIGHT~ A CLEAN ENVJRONME~ ~ 

AND lliCO~~ AID TO THE HANDICAPPED A D ~E AND CONCERN FOR THE 

ELDERLY I 

L. TO ... WALTER MONDALE -- POLITICS IS NOT .11s"~ /IT IS 
,... ._. --- ~ £.:. 

A PUBLIC SERVICE.L HE DID NOT LEARN HIS POLITICS 2!Y IN THE 

CLASSROOM·. - ~E LEARNED IT FROM HIS FAMILY~ HIS FRIENDS AND HIS 
- 1 ' 

OWN LIFE'S EXPERIENCES• ... 
LFRITZ M DALE K ows WHAT THE FAMILY FARMER HAS TO FACEi HE 

UNDERSTA DS THE IMPORTANCE OF AMERICAN A_GRICULTURf1 BECAUSE HE 
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!.§. FROM RURAL AMERICA , -
~SENATOR MONDALE KNOWS THE PROBLEMS AND THE ~ISE OF URBAN 

AMERIC~ BECAUSE DURING HIS YEARS IN HIGHER EDUCATION) IN LAW 

PRACTICE AND STATE GOVERNMENT·)· HE LIVED AND WORKED IN A MAJOR URBAN 

AREA. ~ 

L ~JN THE SENATE, HEASERVED WITH DISTINCTION ON THE 

COMMITTEE CONCERNED WITH u.RBA~}I~E.tfK~s A~CA AND ITS 
• 

PEOPLE• 
w t 

~HE HAS TRAVELED THROUGHOUT THIS ATION VISITING NATIVE AMERICANS 

~N INDIAN RESERVATION} THE BLACK FAMILIES IN URBAN GHE1i ~ 

~;K~S IN THE ~ACTOB,JES AND NEIGHBORHOOD~ .THE~~rc~ ~ -
IN MI~ANJ CAMPS AN~FIELD~ THE BUSINESSMAN ON MAIN 

STREET AND CORPORATE LE8DERS IN INDUSTRY AND FINANC~ 

L HE IS ~A MAN OF LIMITED PERSPECTIVE.aE SEES ALL OF 

AMERicAib KNOW THIS MAN AS ONE WHO WI LL GIVE OF HIMSELF -- BODY, 

M;; A: HEAR~-- T T;E COMMON GOOD. ~THAT HE IS A GO; 
_... - 4KNOW 

D~OCRATJ BUT EVEN MORE SIG IFICANTLY HE IS A GOOD CITIZEN. '-!. KNOW 

THAT HE WILL ADD STRENGTH TO THE DEMOCRATIC TICKET IN L976 • 
• ' M' .. 

) nuTJ I ALSO KNOW THAT HE WILL GIVE STRENGTH TO AMERICA.-. 
L:. =- ---



~ l K..... vJ &wOI.tttK 
\ KNOW THAT HE WILL BE A S~CE OF S~GTH TO OUR NEXT PRESIDENT~~~ 

HE WILL BE_!;2.YAL AND HE ~ILL BE . FRA~ AND1 

HE WILL BE TRUE TO HIMSELF AND HIS .£0NVICT!QNS; L! KNOW THAT HE 

WILL DEDICATE HIMSELF TO THE PROTECTION OF PEOPLE'S RIGHTS AND 
IS@! . · p ?WI 

LIBERTIES, - ... L AS A YOUNG ATTORNEY GENERA!f HE FOUGHT FOR THE CONSUMERS. 

LAS A u. s. SENATO~ HE HAS FEAlliSSLY:vt~OUSLY INVESTIGATED 

THE ABUSES AND VIOLATIONS OF LAW t FEDERAL GOVERNMENT INTELLIGENCE 
'1110' t .. .. 

AND POLICE AGENCIES~ 

~~I KNOW THAT HE IS A MAN OF THE LAW WHO BELIEVES IN FAIR • ='=· 
AND VIGOROUS LAW E FORCEMENT AND THE PROTECTION OF PEOPLE'S RIGHTS - ---
AND PROPERTYt - . _,. 

L I KNOW FRITZ MONDALE IS A MA J WHO IS GOO~- FtJ.RJ- DillNT AND 

~ONOR8B:ELI KNOW HIM AS A MAN 1mo HAS THE COURAGE OF HIS 

CONVICTIONS 1 (J KNOW THAT HE HAS A GIFT FOR SEPARATING WHAT WILL 
. - -.... 

WORK FROM WHAT WON'T •. -uE IS NOT ONLY ANXIOUS TO PERSUADE BUT 
\()~-+- - "I;,~ ~ 
~«LEARN a{ HE IS lii!!&WITH ~NER~Y, VITALITY AND ~REATIV;Tvili..,. 
A MAN OF IDEALS AND PRACTICALITY• 

• a tr ,_. en• 

-
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L(1 KNOW THAT YOU J~ ~ ~ IN TH~NG AND CONGRATULATING 

GOVERNOR CARTER FOR RECOMMENDING TO THIS CONVENTION AS OUR CANDIDATE - ' --... 

FOR VICE PRESIDENT~ SENATOR WALTER M NDALE OF MINNESOTA~ _ _,.., 

~ THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ARE LO~K}NG FOR LEADERS WHO WILL ONCE 

AGAIN RE~ORE THEIR FAITH AND TRUST IN THEIR GOVERNMENT~LOUR COUNTRY - - -
SUFFERS FROM A DISTRUST OF GOVERNMENT BROUGHT ABOUT BY THE ABUSE OF 

- I tr ~ 

POWERI. CORRUPTION AND DECEPTIONL THE NATION NEEDS HEALING AND 
- b 

-

CLEANSING. 

r;HIS CONVENTION WILL GIVE TO THE AMERICAN PEOPL'l TWO MEN WHO 
. ..J.. . 

WILL ~L AND CLEANS~ WHO ARE ~ENT1 ~LA H~~ BUT WHO ALSO 

ARE QUALIFIED TO GOVERN IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST AND FOR THE COMMON GOOD• 
~ 

~THE OFFICES OF PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT MUST SET THE~AL 

AND ETHICAL STANDARDS FOR THE NATION~EFORE WE CAN MOVE ON ALL 

THE TASKS THAT WE FAC§, WE MUST ~ESTORE THE CO FIDENCE OF THE PEOPLE 

IN THE INSTITUTIONS OF GOVER ME T, b,o SET OF ECONOMIC POLICIE1 NO 

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM WILL BE EFFECTIVE UNTIL THE PEOPLE BELIEVE THAT ....... -
THOSE WHO GOVERN AND THOSE WHO LEAD ARE PEOPLE OF HONESTY AND 

a . .. -

INTEGR!JY.LTH~ AND ONLY THE WILL WE PUT OUR PE.QE.LE BACK TO WORK~-
_. 

C~~E FOR THE SI.CK AND NEE,, RE~ITALIZE OUR e,~l 
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~J AND TAKE CARE OF OUR COUNTRY, ........ L J I MY CARTER AND WALTER MONDALEJ BY CHARACTER, E~IENCE 

AND ABILITYI. CAN BRI G TO OUR NATION ONCE AGAIN THE SENSE OF 

TRUST AND CO FIDENCE . OF FAITH AND HOPE THAT ARE ABSOLUTELY .. --- .. "I ---- .. 
ESSENTIAL FOR THE SUCCESS OF REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMEN!, 

-1 • 

~AND LET ME FINALLY SAY THAT A CA~TER-M?N£ALE TICKET HAS A 

VERY SPECIAL MEANING FOR AMERICA, 
--.. a ,.. 

~THIS T~ET MEANS MORE THAN THE VI~AL1 NEW LEADERSHIP IT 

OFFERS THE NATION• 

~T MEA S MORE THAN THE JOINING OF TWO ~ MEN OF HIGH 
I - -------P~INC!PLE AND GREAT PROMISE, 

" AND IT MEANS f~ORE THAN GIVING THE Ar1ERICAN PEOPLE A TICKET --
OF COMPASSION AND COURAGE. 

= 4 -· 

LA CARTER-MONDALE TlfKET MARKS A SIGNIFICANT TURNING POINT 

IN THE POLITICAL AND SOCIAL HISTORY OF QUR REPUBLIC, ....... 
~ A LITTLE MORE THAN 0 E HUNDRED YEARS AGg, THE UNION WAS RENT 

ASUNDER BY A VIOLENT CONFLICT -- A CONFLICT WHOSE SCARS STILL 

REMAIN ON THE FABRIC OF NATIONAL LIFE1~T THIS TICKET, UNDER THE 
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DEMOCRATIC BANNE~ REPRESENTS THE FINAL REUNIFICATION OF 

~ORTH..!-ND 10UT~. lJ.T REPRESENTS THE END OF i, ~PQ,CH WHICH HAS ALL 

TOO OFTEN SET ON~ REGlON OF THIS GREAT NATION AGAINST ANOTH§B, 

LwiTH THIS TICKET, THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY IS SAYING To AMERicA;_ , ~ .......__ ._. 
tts .. 

~411 LET US UNITE THIS NATION-- FROM THE CANADIAN BORDER TO ..... 
THi RIO GRAND~~ FROM THE GOLDEN GATE TO THE BANKS OF THE POTOMAC~ . -~ - . 
IN THE FIRM BELIEF THAT WE CAN BUILD A BETTER AMERICA FOR ALL OF 

..._ n·a n 

~R.f.EOP4LE, ~~~ 
L I AM, THEREFORE, PROUD To NOM I NAT~ sEl;;·w;~ER F. MONDALE 

TO BE THE DEMOCRATIC CANDI ATE AN THE NEXT VICE PRESIDENT OF THE 

UNITED STATES • 
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