REMARKS OF SENATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY
44th INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
SUPREME SONS OF NORWAY

Alexandria, Minnesota
August 28, 1976

I am deeply honored to have been asked to visit with the
many delegates to this 44th convention of the International Sons
of Norway. My long and fruitful association with this organization
is a matter of great pride. I have a feeling of kinship and
brotherhood with all of vou.

It's doubly good to be able to welcome you to our beautiful
State of Minnesota. I know I speak for the next Vice President of
the United States -- that great Norwegian Democrat Fritz Mondale --
in extending a hearty welcome!

In this Bicentennial year, Americans of every heritage
celebrate the unique history which is ours as Americans. This is a
very special birthday. It is the 200th anniversary of our system of

government -- the greatest force for freedom in the history of
civilization. It is a time for celebration, and a time for
reflection -- on what we have become and what we want to be.

What we have become has been a measure of our willingness
to work together -- peoples from every part of the globe, united
in the spirit of freedom of mankind and the belief that free men
and women can govern themselves.

Some three million Americans today look to Norway as their
homeland. The mutuality of our two histories is easily recognizable
in the tapestry we call the United States. Threads of varying
colors and textures, each one separate, achieve a greater
fullness because of the presence of the others.

America truly is a land of immigrants. Almost every nation
on earth has given of her people, and with them, part of her
culture and character. But no nation has given more of herself
and of her heritage than Norway.

No nation has added more strength to the fabric of our
democratic society, none has blessed our land with more
enlightenment, sense of purpose, or commitment to the ideals
of a free and just nation.

Almost one year ago, on October 9, we celebrated the 150th
anniversary of the arrival of the RESTAURATIONEN, bringing the
first organized group of settlers to make America their new home.

With the presence of His Majesty King Olav V we commemorated the
contributions made by Norwegian-Americans in every aspect of
American life. And we pledged to continue the strong bond between
our peoples and between our governments.

As T look to what America will become in the next 100 years,
I call on you to maintain the efforts you have made to make
America what it should be.

Much remains to be done.
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We are the richest nation on earth, yet many of our people
continue to suffer the pain of poverty and the humiliation of
unemployment.

-- We have great medical technologies -- yet millions
of Americans still do not have access to decent health care
at a cost they can afford.

-- There are Americans who don't have a decent home, who
suffer from emotional disease and alienation, and who labor
under serious physical handicaps which prevent their full
participation in American 1life.

Solutions to these problems will require the best that is
in us,

We must look to our heritage as something not just to be
pulled out and praised on anniversaries, but as a strength and spirit
that can make our nation -- indeed, the international community
of nations -- strong and free and happv.

Your efforts have shown us the way in so many areas of
American life., 1T challenge you to continue this work, knowing
that the choices you make can affect the course of the future
for Americans of every heritage.
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I CALL oM YOU TO MAINTAIN THE EFFORTS YOU HAVE MADE TO MAKE

AMERICA WHAT IT SHOULD BE,
MUCH REMAINS TO BE DONE,
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YourR EFFORTS HAVE SHOWN US THE WAY IN SO MANY AREAS OF

AMERICAN LIFE, | CHALLENGE YOU TO CONTINUE THIS WORK, KNOWING

THAT THE CHOICES YOU MAKE CAN AFFECT THE COURSE OF THE FUTURE

For AMERICANS OF EVERY HERITAGE,
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