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The Vice Presidency, long an ianored or belittled 2merican
nolitical institution, has in recent vears received increased
attention in this countrv consistent with the increased
resnonsibilities of the office.

This new interest also derives in areat mart from the
fact that, of the last nine Vice Presidents, four succeeded
to or were elected to the nresidencv itself. And three others
were leading candidates for their parties' nresidential nomi-
nations.

I was privileged to carrv the Democratic narty's standard
in 1968, onpomosing a former Vice President who emeraed victorious
after a close and excitina contest.

Another reason the vice presidency is underooina srecial
examination is the widesnread feeling in hoth major parties
that the vice nresidential selection nrocess has heen too hurried
and has not received the attention from national convention
deleacates that the office deserves,

Tn the traditional vice nresidential selection nrocess, the
nresidential nominee announces a runnina mate almost at the last
minute, sometimes to the dismav and surnrise of the convention.

Critics of this nrocess noint esreciallv to 1972, when the
Democratic partv's vice nresidential nominee withdrew from the
national ticket, and the Pepublican nominee, although elected,
later resianed from the vice nresidencv itself,

Recause the vice nresidency is a srrincghoard to the White
House, increasino attention is heina focused on twn cuestions:

First, that should ke the role of Vice Presidents in our
nolitical svstem?

Second, should there be chanaes in the nrocess hv vhich
nominees for Vice President are <elected?

As Vice President and as a candidate for President concerned
with selectina a vice nresidential runnina mate, I have reached
some ageneral conclusions about both these acuestions,

The Constitution aives the Vice President onlv the resnonsi-
hilityv for nresidina over the Senate and castina votes in that
body in the case of a tie, or succeeding to the nresidencv
in case of a vacancv or disabilitv in that office,

Conseaquentlv, some critics arcue that a vacancy or disability
in the nresidencv is not the best time to introduce an unfamiliar
face -- that of the Vice President =-- to the country, The
widest mossible accerntance of such a transfer of nower should be
one of our nolitical svstem's highest nriorities.

This is a strona araument for a President to assion
important duties to the Vice President -- duties that will
equin him for the difficult decision-making resnonsibilities
of the President, and functions that will give the Vice President
veriodic public exposure. I aprplaud the initiatives taken bv
President Carter in givinag Vice President Mondale nrecisely
these kinds of assianments,
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Put, second, the wise and careful selection of a vice
nresidential nominee helps to insure nuhlic acceptance of a
later mnssible transfer of nower precisely because that nominee
was elected to office.

The elevation to the presidencv of a Vice President
elected on the same ticket and who is committed to the same
nlatform and policies as the President, maximizes the opportunity
for continuity in programs and oolicies endorsed by the nation in
the nrecedina presidential election.

When no one was especially concerned with the vice presidency,
scant attention was pnaid to nominees for the office. Our political
history is full of vice presidential nominees chosen to nlacate
factions of a nartv, reaions of the country, or ruffled person-
alities otherwise unhappyv with other convention decisions.
Frequently, in our political history more attention has been
given to the political needs of the party than to the selection
nf a candidate of presidential timber.

But in the last 30 vears, because of deaths and illnesses
of Presidents in periods of ceneral international instability,
we increasinglv have come to recoanize that we cannot afford
the luxury of givinag nriorityv to in-house narty nolitics in the
selection of vice nresidential candidates.

Selection of vice pnresidential nominees is not a
matter that is controlled or aquided by federal law. Therefore,
it is essential that the major marties institute reforms in the
sclection of vice presidential nominees that will contribute to
the serious consideration of the nomination that the office
deserves,

T served as Chairman of the Democratic Party's Commission
on Vice Presidential Selection which reported nroposed
changes in vice nresidential selection to the Democratic
National Committee, in December, 1973.

NDur commission's work might be interpreted as having had
limited impact. But it should be recoanized that, after having
considered other alternatives, our major recommendation was a
reaffirmation of the party's national convention as the best
forum for vice presidential candidate selection.

But from an historical perspective, the most important fact
was that the establishment of the commission and the widespread
attention given to our work clearly indicated that the vice
nresidential selection process had become a matter of national
concern.

The commission recommended that the lenath of the Democratic
national convention he extended by one day to permit an interval
of 48 hours between the selection of the party's presidential
and vice nresidential candidates.

A second recommendation made bv the commission would
allow the presidential candidate to ask the convention for
additional time if it acreed that one extra day did not allow
enouah deliberation on the choice for a running mate. He also
could nropose more than one person for that nomination.

Tf that additional time were aranted, a special meeting
of the Democratic National Committee would be held between
14 and 21 davs after the convention to select the party's
vice presidential candidate.



We also rroposed that everv Nemocrat, even without the
the nresidential nominee's recommendation, might seek the vice
rresidential nomination, providine petitions supnorting his or
her candidacy are signed bv at least 10 nercent of all deleaates,
and those deleaates are from at least three states,

There have been many nronosals to change the method of
sclecting vice presidential nominees, These include such radical
derartures from present practices as requiring presidential
candidates to indicate their choices for runninc mates before
state conventions and nresidential preference primaries, or
requiring that the vice presidential nomination be awarded to
the runner-up in the presidential nomination balloting. Other
proposals similarly seek to narrow the options open to the
narty and the nresidential nominee.

Tt is my belief that the present method =~ allowing the
rresidential nominee and the delegates to the national conven-
tion to aaree on a choice that need not be made official until
mird=convention -- best serves the needs of our nolitical
system,

Nfter all, both the vartv and the presidential nominee
want tn win the election, Thev want to face the electorate
with issues and candidates they can nroudlv support. Any
arbitrary svstem that forces a vice presidential nominee on a
reluctant presidential nominee would not serve the interest of
the nartv or the nation,

Todav, hoth narties should be focusing on the real problem
in vice presidential selection =- how to give the presidential
candidate and his advisers time to make a wise choice.

There is no way to take politics out of the business
of choosina candidates for public office. No detailed narty
rules can prevent a presidential candidate and a party convention
from choosing a vice presidential candidate for purelv political
reasons or prevent what may later prove to be a bad choice.

e must rely on the individuals involved in the process ==
just as we rely on the good judgment of public officials to
enact good laws and carry them out with good sense.

Our system of covernment nrovides the best check vet
devised acainst noor government. That check is the ballot
box or, in the case of noliticial rnarty conventions, the vote
of the delegates,
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HISTORY IS FULL OF VICE PRESIDENTIAL NOMINEES CHOSEN TO PLACATE

FACTIONS OF A PAPTY} REGIONS OF THE COUNTRY, OR RUFFLED PERSON-

ALITIES OTHERWISE UNHAPPY WITH OTHER COMNVENTION DECISIONS 4
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GIVEN TO THE POLITICAL NEEDS OF THE PARTY THAN TO THE SELECTION

OF A CANDIDATE OF PRESIDENTIAL TIMBER,,
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ZSELFCTION OF VICE PRESIDENTIAL NOMINEES IS NOT A

MATTER THAT IS CONTROLLED OR GUIDED BY FEDERAL LA'.’."CHFF?EFQPF;
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oN VicE PRESIDENTIAL SELECTION WHICH REPORTED PROPOSED

CHANGES IN VICE PRESIDENTIAL SELECTION TO THE NEMOCRATIC
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NATIONAL CoMMITTEE, IN Decemeer, 1973,
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ALLOW THE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE TO ASK THE CONVENTION FOR
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THERE HAVENREEN MANY PROPOSALS TO CHANGE THE METHOD AF

SELECTING VICE PRESIDRNTIAL NOMINEES, [HESE INCLUDE AUCH RADICAL
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! AETFR ALL, ROTH THE PARTY AND THE PRESTIDENTIAL NOMINEE
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WANT TO WIN THE FLFCTTOHJ THEY WANT TO FACE THE ELECTORATE
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L-IHFQE IS NO WAY TO TAKE POLITICS OUT OF THE BUSINESS
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OF CHOOSING CANDIDATES FOR PUBLIC ﬂFF!CE‘( Mo DETAILED PARTY RULES

CAN PREVENT A PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE AND A PARTY CONVENTION FROM
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CHOOSING A VICE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE FOR PURELY POLITICAL

REASONS OR PREVENT WHAT MAY LATER PROVE TO BE A BAD CHOICE,
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WE MUST RELY ON THE INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED IN THE PROCESS ==

JUST AS WE RFLY ON THE G0OD JUDGMENT OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS TO

ENACT GOOD LAWS AND CARRY THEM OUT WITH GOOD SENSE,
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