
REMARKS OF SENATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

WASHINGTON WORKSHOPS 

Washington, D.C. 

March 14, 1977 

I have been to many of these meetings over the years. And 
I've always enjoyed visiting with young people. 

I'm not here to tell you that you're the greatest 
generation of all time! That's a lot of nonsense. 

But you are the generation that is here now. And 
that's what's important because a few years from now it is 
your generation that is going to be running things. 

You are going to be in charge. It's just a matter 
of time! Many young people in their 20's are in key 
positions right here in the Federal Government. And still 
more are beginning important careers in industry, the labor 
movement, education and other fields. 

But it is precisely because you represent the future 
that you have a lot of things you ought to be thinking 
hard about right now. 

Now is the time when new policies for our future must 
be molded. I urge you to be informed about the issues 
that we must address, and to find ways to express your 
views and to share your concerns with other interested 
citizens. 

Politics is the way we get things done in our system. 

It is the life-blood of our representative democracy. 

It is the vehicle of change, bringing forth new 
ideas, new concepts of government, and new leaders. 

It is the means by which conflicts and competing 
interests of different races, religions, regions, 
generations and cultural life styles can be resolved 
peacefully. 

You are our future leaders, and yes, our future 
politicians. You can be the vanguard in solving, through 
politics, the challenges we face. 

But don't limit your involvement to politics. Get 
involved wherever you are, wherever you can have an 
impact. And get involved now. 

The years in which your generation will play the 
leading role -- the formative years of our nation's 
third century -- may be decisive in the future of this 
nation. 

Just take a minute to review the critical issues we 
are facing. 

It will be up to you to insure we survive as a strong, 
free nation, and as a people who believe in equal opportunity 
and justice for all. 

For too long we have been a \.YOrld power "Ti th a 
half-world knowledge. We are going to have to improve 
our understanding of other nations' needs and problems 
very quickly. 
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Second, we must find a way to give each and every 
individual a job -- meaningful employment, not just 
"make-work". No section of our society should be 
written off. No individual should be forced to remain 
unproductive and not wanted in our society. 

Third, we must find the ways to conserve our energy 
and raw materials and find new sources. But at the 
same time, ,.,e must do everything possible to preserve 
our natural resources and environment. 

Fourth , we must revitalize the cities, make them 
again the cultural, economic and communication hubs 
of our civilization. We must make them safe, beautiful, 
renewed. Renewed not just by new construction but by 
new faith and support -- where a genuine sense of 
"neighborhood" or "community" can be established. 

Finally, we can seize the opportunity now to solve 
the long-ignored problems of our people. We can and 
must wipe out the shame and despair of poverty in the 
United States. We can and must build more good housing, 
provide adequate health care services at the lowest 
possible cost to all our people, and guarantee everyone 
an opportunity to get a good education. 

This is a big order. But I believe we can do all 
these things. 

The future is now; we must start today. There must 
be an active commitment of every American citizen -- young 
and old, rich and poor, black and white, men and women. 

I urge you to pledge yourselves personally to that 
cause in this year, the first in our nation's third 
century. 
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1 HAVE BEEN TO MANY OF TH ESE MEETINGS OVER TH E YEARS. AND 

I'VE ALWAYS ENJOYED VISITI NG WITH YOUNG PEOPLE. 

I'M NO T HERE TO TELL YOU THAT YOU'RE THE GREATEST 

GENERATION OF ALL TIME! THAT'S A LOT OF NONSENSE . 

BUT YOU ARE TH E GENERATION THAT IS HERE ~. AND 

THAT's WHAT 's IMPORTANT BECAUSE A FE ~ YEARS FROM NOW IT IS 

YQllR GE NERATION THAT IS GOI NG TO BE RUNNING THI NGS , 

You ARE GOING TO BE IN CHARGE. IT'S JUST A MATTER 

OF TIME! MANY YOUNG PEOPLE IN THEIR 20's ARE IN KEY 

POSITIONS RIGHT HERE IN THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. AND STILL 

MORE ARE BEG I NN I NG IMPORTANT CAREERS IN I NDUSTRY~ THE LABOR 

MOVEMENT~ EDUCATION AND OTHER FIELDS. 
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BUT IT IS PRECISELY BECAUSE YOU REPRESENT THE FUTURE 

TH AT YOU HAVE A LOT OF THI NGS YOU OUGHT TO BE THI NKI NG 

HARD ABO UT RIGHT NOW , 

Now IS TH E TI ME WHEN NEW POLICIES FOR OUR FUTURE MUST 

BE MO LDED, I URGE YOU TO BE INFORMED ABOUT TH E ISSUES 

THAT WE MUST ADDRESS 1 AND TO FI ND WAYS TO EXPRESS YOUR 

VIEWS AND TO SHARE YOUR CO NCER NS WITH OTHER INTERESTED 

CITIZE NS , 

PoLITICS IS THE WAY WE GET THI NGS DONE I N OUR SYSTEM, 

IT IS THE LIFE-BLOOD OF OUR REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY, 

IT IS THE VEHICLE OF CHANGE ~ BR I NG I NG FO RTH NEW 

IDEAS~ NEW CO NCEPTS OF GOVERNMENT~ AND NEW LEADERS , 
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IT IS THE MEANS BY WHICH CO NF LICTS AND COMPETI NG 

INTERESTS OF DIFFERENT RACES~ RELIGIONS~ REGIONS~ 

GENERATIONS AND CULTURAL LIFE STYLES CAN BE RESOLVED 

PEACEFULLY, 

You ARE OUR FUTURE LEADERS~ AND YESJ OUR FUTURE 

POLITICIANS, You CAN BE THE VANGUARD IN SOLVI NG ~ THROUGH 

POLITICSJ THE CHALLE NGES WE FACE, 

BUT DON'T LIMIT YOUR INVOLVEME NT TO POLITICS, GET 

INVOLVED WHEREVER YOU ARE~ WHEREVER YOU CAN HAVE AN 

IMPACT. AND GET I NVOLVED~. 

THE YEARS IN WH ICH YOUR GE NERATIO N WILL PLAY TH E LEADI NG 

ROLE -- THE FORMATIVE YEARS OF OUR NATION'S THIRD CE NTURY --

MAY BE DECISIVE IN THE FUTURE OF THIS NATIO N. 
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JUST TAKE A MINUTE TO REVIEW THE CRITICAL ISSUES WE 

ARE FACING, 

IT WILL BE UP TO YOU TO I NSURE WE SU RVIVE AS A STRONG~ 

FREE NATIO N ~ AND AS A PEO PLE WHO BELIEVE I N EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 

AND JUSTICE FOR ALL, 

FOR TOO LO NG WE HAVE BEEN A WOR LD POWER WITH A 

HALF-WORLD KNOWLEDGE, E ARE GOING TO HAVE TO IMPROVE 

OUR UNDERSTANDING OF OTHER NATIO NS ' NEEDS AND PROB LEMS 

VERY QU ICKLY, 

SECOND~ WE MUST FI ND A WAY TO GIVE EACH AND EVE RY 

INDIVIDUAL A JOB -- MEAN I NGFU L EMPLOYMENT~ NOT JUST 

"MAKE- WORK". No SECTION OF OUR SOCIETY SHOULD BE 

WR ITTEN OFF, 
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No I ND IVIDUAL SHOULD BE FORCED TO REMAIN UNPRODUCTIVE AND 

NOT WAN TED IN OUR SOCI ETY, 

THIRD~ E MUST FI ND THE WAYS TO CONSERVE OUR ENERGY 

AND RAW MATERIALS AND FI ND NEW SOURCES. BUT AT THE 

SAME TIME~ WE MUST DO EVERYTHING POSSI BLE TO PRESERVE 

OUR NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT, 

FoURTH~ WE MUST REVITALIZE THE CITIES 1 MAKE THEM 

AGAIN TH E CULTURAL~ ECONOMIC AND COMMUNICATI ON HUBS 

OF OUR CIVILIZATION, ~E MUST MAKE THEM SAFEJ BEAUTIFUL~ 

RENEWED, RENEWED NOT JUST BY NEW CO NSTRUCTION BUT BY 

NEW FAITH AND SUPPORT -- WHERE A GEN UI NE SENSE OF 

" NE IGH BORHOOD" OR "COMMUNITY" CAN BE ESTABLISHED , 
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FINALLY, WE CAN SEIZE THE OPPORTUNITY NOW TO SOLVE 

THE LONG-IGNORED PROBLEMS OF OUR PEOPLE. WE CAN AND 

MUST WIPE OUT THE SHAME AND DESPAIR OF POVERTY IN THE 

UNITED STATES. E CAN AND MUST BUILD MORE GOOD HOUSING, 

PROVIDE ADEQUATE HEALTH CARE SERVICES AT THE LOWEST 

POSSIBLE COST TO ALL OUR PEOPLE, AND GUARANTEE EVERYONE 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO GET A GOOD EDUCATION, 

THIS IS A BIG ORDER, Bur I BELIEVE WE CAN DO ALL 

THESE THINGS, 

THE FUTURE IS~; WE MUST START TODAY, THERE MUST 

BE AN ACTIVE COMMITMENT OF EVERY AMERICAN CITIZEN -- YOUNG 

AND OLD, RICH AND POOR, BLACK AND WHITE, MEN AND WOMEN, 
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l URGE YOU TO PLEDGE YOURSELVES PERSONALLY TO THAT 

CAUSE IN THIS YEAR~ THE FIRST IN OUR NATION'S THIRD 

CE NTURY. 

# # # # # 
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