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Washing t o n , J . C . 

It is indeed heart-wa rm ing to se e Li i s gath e r i r:r; o f 

p e ople here today. It is h ea r t -warminy beca u s e ~ t: d l ~ mcm s tr at es 

the s ignificant concern in t his coun try f or t h e:· ma ny t lV) W3u r,rls 

of Lebanese victimized by 1 8 mon t hs o f hos t i lj t y ~ nd d e s -

truction in t heir country . 

I accepted the honorary chairmans h ip o f trd s fun d-r a i s in s 

drive because of my deep c onc e r n an d s a dn e s s over .he t r a s cd y 

which ha s befallen tne p e ople o f Lebanon . Thi s tr agedy 

demands our immediat e atte n t ion. I t demands t hat pe ople from 

al l walks of life in i\mer ic a reac h out t o hel p th e peop le 

of Lebanon as we have done so ofte n in t h e pas t f or peo ples 

of other lands. 

The tragedy of Lebanon is a t r ag e d y f o r t he '.·vr1 r l rJ . f n 

human terms, nearly l. 4 mi l lion p e opl e are in n eed of he 1 ;J . 

Of these, 750 , 000 -- at least h a l f o f whom a r e chi l d r e n - -

are destitute and desperately in need o f a ss i s tance . Ano t. ~e r 

6 00 , 00 0 are in families whos e he ad s ar e n ow wi t h'J u t worL 

And finally, another 336,0 0 0 a re chronica lly poor a r: d , aJ -

though indirectly affect e d by the wa r, a r e in need of s pec i al 

he lp. 

But there is another tragedy t o Le ba n o n . Lebanon i s a 

democracy --a democracy comprise d of a r i ch a nd d i vcrs G 

va r iet y of religions, ethnic g rou p s un d culture s . If 'vi C 

' . 



1 Page 2 

cannot save this historical heritage, all humanity will 

lose. 

The purpose of this fund-raising d rive is to implement 

a people-to-people program for Lebanon . The uniqueness of 

the plan rests with the p e o p l e of Le b o non themselves . A 

Lebanese Inter-Community Conm1ittee of nine membe rs has b een 

organized, each representing a principal seqmenL o[ the 

Lebanese population, both Moslem and Christian . 'l'he creed : 

United we stand, divided we fall, is on~ which th e LeGdnese 

recognize all too well. It is b ecaus e o f thi s that a ll 

peoples of this country are approaching this tro yed y with 

a determination of spirit that unity wi ll prevai l. 

Other speakers will go into the d e tails of the program , 

so I will refrain from doing so. howe ver , at thj::-:: point I 

would like to recognize a number of people wh o have Leen 

instrumental in launching this effort. Fir st , J o e Hobb ie , 

President of the Miami Dolphins , who wa s i nst rumenta l i n 

rt1Y involvement. Hr . Sam Nak.a ss ian of Bronxv il lt.: , Netv York 

who formed the Uni t.ed State s Friends of Le ba nor:. to ra .i::;e 

money in this country. ~lr . c . Lloyd Bail ey , of the: L . S. 

Committee for UNICEF who will handl e tile~ trans fer: of .funJs 

to UNICEF . And UNICEF its e lf for the role i t is now playing 

and will continue to play in me e ti ng the n eeds of t he 

people of Lebanon. 

And finally, I want t6 pay tribut e to Bi.shop Maro un , 

who is serving as Chairman of the Lebdnt?Sc Intcr-- Comwu n i.ty 

Cormni t tee. 
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In closing my remarks, I would urge all here to do all 

they can to make this uni que plan a suc cess . Go out to 

your communities and help us to r aise t h e funds which wil l be 

nec essary to ext e nd a helping ha nd t o the peop l e o f 

Lebanon . 'l' hank you all so v e r y much f o r t ak i ng the time 

to meet h e re today. I am d e ep l y g r ate f ul f or y c ur interest 

and sense o f humanity. 
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