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'• T E no longer can talk about 
¥V" American foreign policy as an 

isolated subject, sufficient unto itself. 
What happens, or fails to happen, in 
America has an impact on the rest of the 
world . And surely what happens in other 
parts of the world-the Middle East, 
Africa , Western Europe, Asia, and the 
Soviet hloc- can have, and docs have, a 
significant impact on our well-being 
and security . 

The basic rea lity of today is that we are 
solidly entrenched in an era of inte r­
dependence-an era in which domestic 
and global distinctions have become 
increasingly blurred. And we are fast 
approaching the time when domestic and 
foreign policy concerns will be 
inscpa rahle. 

lntcrdcpendcnce has become the catch­
word of the 1970s. And while it is all 
too commonly used, it is all too little 
und erstood. 

The post-World War II foreign policy 
of this na tion has focused on the main­
te nance of the balance of power between 
the U.S. and the Soviet Union . As we 
enter our third century, protection against 
military threats still remains a major 
foreign policy focus of our nation. 

However, our national security a lso is 
endangered by events outside the political­
military sphere of major powers. The 
advances of modern technology have 

This is th e address delivered by the 
senior U .S. Sena/or frol/l Minneso/a and 
fo nna Vice JJrc.l"itlcnt of the United Sili/('S 

at th e Univer.1·ity of Pennsy lvania's 
2 2 ht Commencement on May 2 2. 

reduced the time and spatial distances 
between peoples and nations to relative 
insignificance. In so doing, technology 
has increased the magnitude and impor­
tance of interaction among peoples and 
nations-and we arc no longer immune 
from this interaction. 

The problems of energy, material 
resources, environment, employment. 
inflation , population; hunger, disease, 
and illiteracy; the question of the uses of 
space and the seas; and the trends in 
nuclear proliferation and terrorism-all 
these issues threaten the national security 
of our country and make possible nuclea r 
confrontation with the Soviet Union. 

The international economic system 
created after World War II has shown 
itself to be inadequate for addressing the 
changing patterns of economic develop­
ment and the increasing inten.lcpcndcnce 
among nations. 

Both the developed and the developing 
countries agree on the need for major 
changes in the existing international 
economic and political system. This pro­
cess of renegotiating the world order 
already is under way in a variety of 
forums, where a changing political climate 
is evidenced by the demands of the devel­
oping nations for a greater role in global 
decision-making. 

We are compelled to recognize that no 
one nation dominates the international 
scene. Our relations with the developing 
countries are fas t becoming a major 
clement of our foreign policy. 

It also is clear that the importance of 
America's economic relations with devel­
oping countries continues to grow. Our 
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nation sells more of its goods to deve lop­
ing countries than to the European 
Community, Eastern Europe, and the 
Soviet Union combined. And developing 
countries provide us with both critical raw 
ma tnials anu essential co nsumer goous . 

With only 6 per cent of the world 's 
population, we consume nearly 40 per 
cent of the wo rld's reso urces. By 1985, 
the United States will depend on imports 
for more tha n one-half of o·ur supplies of 
9 ou t of the 13 critica l minera ls necessary 
to maintain our inuustria l economy . By 
the year 2000 we will be dependent pri­
marily on foreign sources for our supply 
of each of the 13 critical raw materials. 

The demands o f the devel o ping coun­
tr ies and the requirements of the 
ueveloped countries arc a permanen t 
feature of our evolving international 
rdatio ns. And how we respond will have 
a major impact on world peace, pros­
perity, and stability for decades. 

The majo r decisions in the world no 
longer can be maue by a ha ndful of 
Wes tern leaders sharing a similar view of 
the \\-Orlu. These decisions increasingl y 
art: made in global forums , unw ieldy in 
t h~.:ir size anu torn by radically dill'crent 
perce ptions of the world. 

The inability to reach agreeme nt at the 
protracted Law of the Sea Conference is 
just one example o f likely future frustra­
tion~ the industrial nati ons wil l suffer if 
they refuse to understand the concerns 
of developing natio ns and encourage 
thei r cooperation. 

Failure, fru stration , and stakmat c on 
vi tal issues will persis t until we change 
the very nature of our decision-making 
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process to reflect the democratiza tion of 
world leadership . 

The industri a l nations quite under­
standabl y arc reluct ant to accept major 
changes in the present world system o f 
relativel y free t radc and capita l nwve­
mcnt s under whi c h they have do ne so 
well fo r so long. Ho wever, it is equal ly 
undcrstanuah lc wh y the deve loping coun­
tries, fr us trated so often in their attempts 
to improve their standards of li ving, arc 
convinced that the current economic 
system has worked to their disad vantage. 

The poo rer countries no longer arc 
willing to be depende nt upon for eign aid 
alone for their progress, particularly 
where thi s assistance is subject to the 
un ce rtainties o f the po litical climate in 
th~: riche r countri es. Instead, they wa nt a 
more predictable foun dat ion fo r their 
eco nomic grow th thro ugh the assurance 
of rca~o nablc prices for their exports a nd 
guaranteed access to th e world markets 
lor the ir goous. 

In essence , the developing countries 
a rc insisting upon a genuine commit ment 
by the indust rial nations to the principle 
of economic equity among a ll nati o ns. 

llut thl: ucmand fo r chang~:-ycs , 
fundam ~: ntal and rad ical change-has 
b e~: n coming. It is like a gathering storm, 
and it has now arriv~:d in all its fury. We 
have hoped that it might pass away o r that 
major adjustments would be sullicient to 
weather the storm . This is understa nu ablc. 
C han ge dol'S not come easy. Anu c h a n ;:~e 
on a global basis is th rea tening, uns~: ttling, 
and revolutinnary . 

Hut th e fact is that the balance of this 
ce ntury will continue to b~: a pniod of 
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incredible, mass ive change in political , 
economic, a mi social institutions. 

The question is: Will we, by ou r posi­
ti ve efforts, help to direct and affec t this 
globa l uphea val in a direct ion consis tent 
with our value~ and beli efs? Or will we 
me rely resist it? Will we design our fu ture, 
or will we simply resign ourselves to it? 

If the United States is to develop a n 
effective, posit ive response to the demands 
o f the less-developed nation s, we must 
first underta ke som e basic changes in our 
own thinking. These changes are likely 
to be far more difficult than devising the 
partic ul ar vehicles to implement economic 
anu soc ial reforms. 

The first required change in our outlook 
is to recognize that we arc not necessarily 
dealing with sit uations in which o ne siuc 
must lose for the o ther to gain . 

For example, com modity agreements 
can s tabilize prices and assure the supply 
of critical raw materia ls to the benefit of 
bo th produce rs and consumers. Resource 
tran~krs ca n help tll:vc loping nations a nd 
also mean more exports of U .S. goods, 
and thus more jobs at home. 

Se~:ond, we must underst a nd that it is 
hi ghl y improbable that the d~:ve l oping 
na tions will develop as did the West. 
There si mply arc no t the resources and , 
least of all , the cheap energy to permit 
littl e copies of th e United States to spring 
up around the world . 

Perhaps the hardest adjust ment in our 
thinking is to face the fact that our own 
society is like ly to unu crgo far-reac hing, 
~:ven dras ti c, changes in the next few 
decad~:s-quitc apa rt from the demands of 
the ue vdopi ng countries- as we a ttem pt 
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to adapt our own life-style to a more 
realistic planetary scale. 

The wastefulness that has been charac­
teristic of our country cannot continue. 
Conservation must become priority 
national policy-both public and private. 

This is the economic side of the con­
cerns which we face . However, it is the 
human dimension of these problems which 
is even more threatening. 

Today, there are 700 million adults in 
the world unable to read or write. 

Today, there are 1.5 billion people in 
the world wi thout effective heal th care. 

Today, more than 500 million people 
in the world suflcr from severe hunger 
and malnutrition. 

And without a major effort by the 
inte rnational community, some 800 mil­
li on of the world 's poorest cannot expect 
any improvement in their condition of life 
for the res t of the decade. 

These arc some of the facts of our time . 
And these cruel, ugly facts are as threa ten­
ing to our future as an uncontrolled arms 
race. These a re time bombs which 
threaten global peace. As Pope John 
XXlll so dramatically emphasized : "In a 
world of constant want, there is no 
peace ... . " 

Therefore, we must be as willing to 
respond to these threats as we are will ing 
to face those of military aggression . 

Last year, the developmen t assis tance 
programs of the entire free world to the 
developing countries totaled only $17 
billion. In the same time span, more than 
$285 billion was spent in the world for 
guns, bombers, and missi les . 

The question we must decide is whether 
or not the conditions of social and eco­
nomic injustice-poverty, illiteracy, and 
disease-are a real threat to our security. 
I th ink they arc. 

And they require the same commitment 
of policy, will, and resources as our 
so-called conventional national defense . 

World hunger cannot be solved mere ly 
by American charity, but by technology 
and improved production of food and 
fiber on a world-wide basis. It can 
be done . 

Disease can be conquered or at least 
it s ravages mi nim ized . The modern world 
knows how to do this if we have the will 
and provide the means. 

The basic changes in our international 
financial ins ti tut ions, which were designed 
for a world of yesterday, can provide 
much of the capital fo r development. 

A war-torn Europe was rebuilt by the 
Marshall P lan. Yes, planning, resources, 
and management accomplished its goal. 

A highl y nationalist ic Europe was 
brought together in the European Eco­
nomic Community by strong political 
leadership, motivated by economic 
necessi ty. 

It is possible to make changes. We have 
demonstrated there are few, if any, physi-
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Our Founding 
Fathers promised 
us and the world 
a 'more' perfect 
-not 'the' perfect­
union 

cal or technological barriers that thi s 
country is incapable of overcoming, 
p rovided that we are willing to make a 
na tional commitment to do so. 

And remember, we arc not alone. 
There is a whole world of skill, talent, 

and resources that must be called to 
the task. 

What is needed is American leadership 
tha t understands and proclaims inter­
dependence-the simple fac t that we need 
each other; that no one is safe unt il all 
arc secure . 

What an exciting time to be alive. The 
frontiers of science and technology are 
always being pushed forw ard . But it is in 
the po litical, economic, and soc ial field s 
where mankind's ingenu ity and invent ive­
ness must now be directed. 

Who arc we to be afraid of trying? 
Experimentation and change arc a part 
of the American character and of our 
history. 

The message of the United States is not 
nucl ea r power, arms sales, and resistance 
to change. The message of the Unit ed 
States is a sp iritual message. A statement 
of high ideals and perseverance in their 
achievement. It is the message of human 
dign ity ; it is the message of the freedom 
of ideas, speech, press, the right to 
assemble, to worship, and the message 
of freedom of movement of peo ples . 

It is the message of the Bill of Ri ghts. 
It is the message of the Declara tion of 
lndcpcndcncc, where we boldly pro­
claimed to a world dominated by mo n­
archs and tyrants that "a ll men arc 
created equal, endowed by thei r C reator 
with certain inalienable rights, and among 
these are life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness." 

This is the message of America. T his 
is the source o f our power. T his is the 
source of our strength. 

Our na tion's securi ty li es in the stren gt h 
of our people-our people at work, in 
prosperous communities, in sound mental 
and physical health. This is whe re ou r 
true national secu rity li es . T his is the 
source of our strength-mora l, political , 
and economic. 

America's leadersh ip and concern in 
the area of human rig hts can't be exclu­
sive, restrict ive, or nar row in definition. 
For what arc your human rights if you 

have no job? What a rc your human rights 
if yo ur children arc hungry? What arc 
yo ur human rights if yo u have no oppor­
tunity for education? What arc your 
human rights if you are forced to live 
in decaying slums? 

America must champion all human 
rights, be they economic, social, or polit­
ical. In essence, our democratic institu­
tions arc threatened by an acceptance 
of the blight of poverty in a nation 
characterized by its tremendous wealth. 

Yet, this concern does not stop at our 
nation's shores. We cannot proclaim 
democracy, social and economic justice 
at home and abandon these principles 
abroad. 

We have made significant strides in 
recent months . Support of human rights 
has become a central tenet of American 
foreign policy. 

A sense of moral values should be an 
imperative of our foreign policy. Unless 
it is , we will find it difficult to gain the 
support of peoples around the world who 
look to us for moral support in their 
struggles for freedom. 

While it is true that we don't have the 
right to interfere in the internal affai rs 
of another country, this does not mean 
we should not remind the world that 
human ri ghts are of the highest priority 
of our government and our people, and 
that our poli cies will be directed 
accordingly . 

When our Founding Fathers met in 
Philadelphia 200 years ago, they gave us 
and the world a set of promises-promises 
toward a more perfect, not the perfect 
union . America is a promise and a hope 
in the m inds and hearts of all those who 
cherish liberty, justice, and opportunity. 

We live by hope. We do not always get 
a ll we want when we want it. But we have 
to believe that someday, some how, some­
way it will be better-and that we can 
make it so. 

Surely we will not give in to the 
JKSsimists. 

America will provide world leadership 
by drawing on its greatest strength-the 
common sense of its people. And we will 
turn challenges into accomplishments and 
idealism , cri ses into opportunities, and 
problems into progress. 

We can launch a global assault on the 
historic plagues of mankind-the bond­
age of hunger, disease, and illi teracy­
if we have the will to do so. 

And as we do, we will move closer to 
fulfilling the promise of America-a life 
wi th digni ty in the pursuit of happ iness 
in a free society for ou r own people and 
for those throughout the world. 

As Franklin Delano Roosevelt so 
dramatica ll y no ted during one of the 
darker periods of our nation: "The only 
limit to our realization of tomorrow will 
be o ur doubts of today. Let us move 
forward with a strong and active fai th." 

4I 
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'This is some day, I can tell you that' 
"This is some day, I can tell you that. 

This is some day," said Senator Hubert 
H. Humphrey, departing from his pre­
pared text to catch the buoyant spirit at 
the University's 22lst Commencement 
on May 22. Humphrey customarily 
exudes confidence. But others seemed to 
agree that it was some day. 

In the morning, Sir Ernst Gombrich 
spoke at the Baccalaureate service on 
ars longa, vita brevis ("art is long, life 
is short"). "Too many of our university 
administrators and those who control 
them feel tempted to be swayed by 
considerations of quantity," he said. 
"Admittedly we need many more engi­
neers than we need papyrologists, but 
the needs of the moment arc not all that 
matters. I wish I could place over their 
desks the motto ars longa, vita brevis, 
and I would even supply a translation 
if needed." 

On the College Hall Green, Ben 
Franklin was busy posing in fron t of 
cameras with many among the 5,000 
graduates. Fami lies and friends tried to 
sol ve the problem of getting everyone 
in the picture by collaring passers-by 
and quickly etlucating them on how to 
snap a shot. Parents were seen working 
on The N ew York Times crossword 
puzzle as their children were off in their 
rooms packing. In fro nt of Irvine Audi­
torium, the pretzel -and-soda vendor 
lamented that business was " not too 
good"- his poten tia l customers were 
presumably too wrapped up in their own 
business, adj usting their caps and gowns 
and hurrying to the next event. 

In the afternoon, Convention H all a t 
the Civic Center was filled--overfilled, 
actually, with people who took to sitti ng 
on the balcony steps and standing five­
deep on the ground floor to observe 
th e graduation ceremonies . 

They heard President Marti n 
Meyerson recollect a fragment of polit­
ical history. '' In I 948, in this very hall 
where we arc assembled today, " he said , 
" a young mayor from Minneapolis who 
was heading the Minnesota delegation 
stayed on h is feet at a great conven tion 
for 24 hours. He rose to propose an 
unpopul a r measure; and he remained to 
keep it in the platform of his party. 
The issue a t stake was civil rights ; his 
s tated position. in his words, was this : 
'There can be no compromise on the 
guarantee of civil rights . . . . There can 
be no hedgi ng, no watering down .... 
For those who say to you, "We a re 
rushing into this issue of civil rights," 
I say we are 172 years late . .. . '" 

Humphrey remembered those words. 
"When I said that, large segmen ts o f the 
audience got up and left, " he tolu the 

Seven honorands and Uni1•ersity officials at Commencement '77: (f rom left to right) 
Tm.1·tce Chairman Regan, Drs. Gombricil, Humphrey, Anderson, /Jrooks , !11acLane. 
Lloyd, Pendngrass, Provost Stellar, and President Meyerson. 

Commencement aud ience. " I thank you 
for staying. " 

They stayed, interrupted his speech 
a dozen tim es wi th cheers and applause, 
and heard Meyerson bestow the honor­
ary degrees on: 

ROUL:RT ORVILL E A DERSON, cha ir­
man of the board and chief executive 
ollicer o f At lantic Richfield Company, 
cha irman o[ th e board of the Aspen 
Institu te for Humanistic Studies. Doctor 
of Fine Art.1·: "A rancher and m an of 
the outdoors, h is co nce rn for the envi­
ronment is cvinccu by his co-chairman­
ship of the Institute for Environmen tal 
Afl'a irs . .. . A beli eve r in the nceu to 
extend education to large auuicnccs, he 
a ·quired the Ubsen•cr, thus p reserving 
the highl y literate standarus of this 
aug ust b ut financially troub led Lonuon 
paper." 

GWENDOLYN BROOKS, poet. Doctor of 
HuiiUIIIC L cllcrs: " Never forgetful of her 
own precept , ' that we a rc each other's 
harvest , we are each other's business,' 
[shcj has received the acclaim of a 
Pulitzer Prize, the Shell ey Memorial 
Awa rd of the Poe try Society of America, 
a nd the Bl ac k Acaucmy Award." 

SI R ERNST H ANS JOSEF GOMBRICII, 
retired director of the Warburg Instit ute, 
professor emeritus in the history of the 
classical tradi ti on a t the University of 
London . Doctor of Human e L ellers: 
'' [He bringsj the qua liti es of a Rena is­
sance mind to interests whi ch range far 
beyo nu Renaissance art and culture and 
its Medi terranean origin · .. .. In Th e 
Story of Art and Art and Illusion , he has 
un vei led the fund aments of the world 
of art anu placed in histo r ical perspective 
our percept ion of re a lity. " 

H UBERT HORATIO H UMPHREY, United 
Stall.:s Sena tor from Minnesota . Doctor 
o f Lall's: " [He has J sup plied answers, 
wh ere most were s ti ll fumbling for 
quc~tion s .. . wo rked successfu ll y for 
extcnd ing civil right ~ .. . worked for a 
Wiluerness Ac t before it was fas hionable 

to show concern for the environment. 
.. . An energetic man of ac tion, he has 
never been content with merely observ­
ing what necucd to be done." 

EL EANOR BIDDLE LLOYD, member of 
the boa rd of managers o f the Univer ity 
M useum and of the board of overseers 
of the Grad uate School of F ine Arts. 
Doctor of Fine Arts: "[She] has worked 
unti ringl y to protect the monuments of 
the past and to assure a place in the 
future for contemporary products of 
human geni us . . .. She organized the 
United States Committee for the Preser­
vation o f the Nubian Monuments and 
the American Commi ttee to Preserve 
Abu Simbcl. Through these ciTorts, the 
colossal temple of Ramscs II ... was 
saved .. . from the elements .. .. Nearer 
to home, she vigorously chairs the 
Friends of the Library of the Universi ty 
of Pen nsy lvania. " 

SAUNDE RS MACLANE, Max M aso n 
Distinguished Service Professo r of 
Mathematics at the U ni versi ty of 
Chicago, vice president of the National 
Academy of Sciences, former associate 
trustee of the University of Pennsyl­
van ia . Doctor of Science: "Following in 
the footsteps of Rene Desca rtes, [he] has 
~hown that dispara te parts of mathe­
matics arc categorically the same. 
Es tab lishing himse lf as a master of 
seve ra l specialties, he went on to reach 
for universal solutions." 

EUGENE P ERCIVAL P ENDE RGRASS, 
'18M, professor em eri tus of radiology 
at the University of Pennsylvania, 
o rgan izer of the radiologic division of 
the Atomic Bomb Casualty Commission 
in Hi roshima. Doctor of Humane 
Lellcrs: "Equally concerned with the 
beneficen t potentia l and with the haz­
ardo us side effects of the xray, he was 
influential not only as a physician and a 
teacher, but as policy auviser. ... T he 
department he served so well has con­
tri buteu to the endowment of the Eugene 
P . Penucrgrass chair in radiology." 

PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE 
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This year marks the celebration of our nation's entrance 
into its third century and establishes us as the world's oldest 
democracy. This in itself makes the Class of 1977 unique in 
many respects. 

Many of you will move directly into the mainstream of American 
economic life. Others will continue your education pursuits, 
seeking advanced degrees. But all of you are part of a world 
of increasingly complex problems, unparalleled challenges and 
e x traordinary opportunity. 

My remarks today are directed toward defining the world you 
stand to inherit. And I do mean "world," not just "nation." 
Because the fact is that we no longer can talk about American 
foreign policy as an isolated subject, sufficient ~nto itself. 

What happens, or fails to happen, in America has an impact 
on the rest of the world. And surely what happens in other 
parts of the world--the Middle East, Africa, Western Europe, 
Asia and the Soviet bloc--can have, and does have, a significent 
impact on our well-being and security. 

The basic reality of today is that we are solidly entrenched 
in an era of interdependence--an era in which domestic and 
global distinctions have become increasingly blurred. And we 
are fast approaching the time when domestic and foreign policy 
concerns will be inseparable. 

Interdependence has become the catchword of the 1970's. 
And while it is all too commonly used, it is all too little 
understood. 

The post World War II 
focused on the maintenance 
u.s. and the Soviet Union. 
protection against military 
policy focus of our nation. 

foreign policy of this nation has 
of the balance of power between the 

As we enter our third century, 
threats still remains a major foreign 

However, our national security also is endangered by events 
outside the political-military sphere of major powers. The 
advances of modern technology have reduced the time and 
spatial distances between peoples and nations to relative 
insignificance. In so doing, it has increased the magnitude 
and importance of interaction among nations--and we are no 
longer immune from this interaction. 

The problems of energy, material resources, environment, 
employment, inflation, population, hunger, disease, and illiteracy; 
the question of the uses of space and the seas; and the trends 
in nuclear proliferation and terrorism--all these issues 
threaten the national security of our country as much as the 
possibility of nuclear confrontation with the Soviet Union. 

The international economic system created after World War 
II has shown itself to be inadequate for addressing the changing 
patterns of economic development and the increasing interdependence 
among nations. 

Both the developed and the developing countries agree on 
the need for major changes in the existing international economic 
and political system. This process of renegotiating the world 
order already is underway in a variety of forums, where a 

changing political climate is evidenced by the demands of the 
developing nations for a greater role in global decision-making. 
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We are compelled to recognize that no one nation dominates 
the intern~t~onal scene. Our relations with the developing 
countries are fast becoming a major element of our foreign policy. 

It also is clear that the importance of America's economic 
relations with developing countries continues to grow. Our 
nation sells more of its goods to developing countries than to 
the European Community, Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union 
combined. And developing countries provide us with both critical 
raw materials arid essential consumer goods. 

With only six percent of the world's population, we consume 
nearly 40 percent of the world's resources. By 1985, the United 
States will depend on imports for more than one-half of our 
supplies of nine out of the thirteen critical minerals necessary 
to maintain our industrial economy. By the year 2000 we will 
be dependent primarily on foreign sources for our supply of each 
of the thirteen critical raw materials. 

The demands of the developing countries and the requirements 
of the developed countries are a permanent feature of our 
evolving international relations. And how we respond will have 
a major impact on world peace, prosperity and stability for 
decades. 

The major decisions in the world no longer can be made by 
a handful of Western leaders sharing a similar view of the world. 
These decisions increasingly are made in global forums, unwieldy 
in their size and torn by radically different perceptions of the 
world. 

The inability to reach agreement at the protracted Law of 
the Sea Conference is just one example of likely future 
frustrations the industrial nations will suffer if they refuse 
to understand the concerns of developing nations and encourage 
their cooperation. 

Failure, frustration and stalemate on vital issues will 
persist until we change the very nature of our decision-making 
process to reflect the democratization of world leadership. 

The industrial nations quite understandably are reluctant 
to accept major changes in the present world system of 
relatively free trade and capital movements under which they 
have done so well for so long. However, it is equally 
understandable why the developing countries, frustrated so often 
in their attempts to improve their standards of living, are 
convinced that the current economic system has worked to 
their disadvantage. 

The poorer countries no longer are willing to be dependent 
upon foreign aid alone for their progress, particularly where 
this assistance is subject to the uncertainties of the political 
climate in the richer countries. Instead, they want a more 
predictable foundation for their economic growth through the 
assurance of reasonable prices for their exports and guaranteed 
access to the world markets for their goods. 

In essence, the developing countries are insisting upon a 
genuine commitment by the industrial nations to the principle 
of economic equity among all nations. 

But the demand for change--yes, fundamental and radical 
change--has been coming. It is like a gathering storm and it 
has now arrived in all its fury. We have hoped that it might 
pass away or that major adjustments would be sufficient 
to weather the storm. This is understandable. Change does not 
come easy. And change on a global basis is threatening, 
unsettling and revolutionary. 

But the fact is that the balance of this century will 
continue to be a period of incredible, massive change in 
political, economic and social institutions. 
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The question is, will we, by our positive efforts, help 
to direct and affect this global upheaval in a direction 
consistent with our values and beliefs. Or will we merely 
resist it? Will we design our future, or will we simply 
resign ourselves to it? 

If the United States is to develop an effective, positive 
response to the demands of the less developed nations, we must 
first undertake some basic changes in our own thinking. These 
changes are likely to be far more difficult than devising the 
particular vehicles to implement economic and social reforms. 

The first required change in our qutlook is to recognize 
that we are not necessarily dealing with situations in which 
one side must lose for the other to gain. 

For example, commodity agreements can stabilize prices 
and assure the supply of critical raw materials to the benefit 
of both producers and consumers. Resource transfers can help 
developing nations and also mean more exports of U.S. goods, 
and thus more jobs at home. 

Second, we must understand that it is highly improbable that 
the developing nations will develop as did the West. There simply 
are not the resources, least of all the cheap energy, that will 
permit little copies of the United States to spring up around the 
world. 

Perhaps the hardest adjustment in our thinking is to face the 
fact that our own society is likely to undergo far-reaching, even 
drastic, changes in the next few decades--quite apart from the 
demands of the developing countries--as we attempt to adapt our 
own lifestyle to a more realistic planetary scale. 

The wastefulness that has been characteristic of our country 
cannot continue. Conservation must become priority national policy-­
both public and private. 

This is the economic side of the concerns which we face. 
However, it is the human dimension of these problems which is 
even more threatening. 

Today, there are 700 million adults in the world unable to 
read or write. 

Today, there are 1.5 billion people in the world without 
effective health care. 

Today, more than 500 million people in the world suffer from 
severe hunger and malnutrition. 

And without a major effort by the international community, some 
800 million of the world's poorest cannot expect any improvement 
in their condition of life for the rest of the decade. 

These are some of the facts of our time. And these cruel, 
ugly facts are as threatening to our future as an uncontrolled 
arms race. These are time bombs which threaten global peace. 

As Pope John XXIII so dramatically emphasized: 

"In a world of constant want, there is no peace ... " 

Therefore, we must be as willing to respond to these threats 
as we are willing to face those of military aggression. 

Last year the development assistance programs of the entire 
free world to the developing countries totaled only $17 billion. 
In the same time span, more than $285 billion was spend in the world 
for guns, bombers, and missiles. 

The question we must decide is whether or not the conditions 
of social and economic injustice--poverty, illiteracy, and 
disease, are a real threat to our security. I think they are. 
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And they require the same commitment of policy, will, and 
resources as our so-called conventional national defense. 

World hunger cannot be solved merely by American charity, 
but by technology and improved production of food and fiber on 
a world-wide basis. It can be done. 

Disease can be conquered or at least its ravages minimized. 
The modern world knows how to do this if we have the will and 
provide the means. 

The basic changes in our international financial institutions, 
which were designed for a world of yesterday, can provide much of 
the capital which is needed for development. 

A war-torn Europe was rebuilt by the Marshall Plan. Yes, 
planning, resources, and management accomplished its goal. 

A highly nationalistic Europe was brought together in the 
European Economic Community by strong political leadership, 
motivated by economic necessity. 

It is possible to make changes. We have demonstrated there 
are few, if any, physical or technological barriers that this 
country is incapable of overcoming, provided that we are willing 
to make a national commitment to do so. 

And remember, we are not alone. 

There is a whole world of skill, talent and resources that 
must be called to the task. 

What is needed is American leadership that understands and 
proclaims interdependence--the simple fact that we need each 
other; that no one is safe until all are secure. 

What an exciting time to be alive. The frontiers of science 
and technology are always being pushed forward. But it is in the 
political, economic and social fields where mankind's ingenuity 
and inventiveness must now be directed. 

Who are we to be afraid of trying? Experimentation and change 
are a part of the American character and of our history. 

The message of the United States is not nuclear power, arms 
sales, and resistance to change. The message of the United States 
is a spiritual message. A statement of high ideals and perseverance 
is the message of the freedom of ideas, speech, press, the 
right to assemble, to worship, and the message of freedom of 
movement of peoples. 

It is the message of the Bill of Rights. It is the message 
of the Declaration of Independence where we boldly proclaimed 
to a world dominated by monarchs and tyrants that "all men are 
created equal, endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable 
rights, and among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness." 

This is the message of America. This is the source of our 
power. This is the source of our strength. 

Our nation's security lies in the strength of our people-­
our people at work, in prosperous communities, in sound mental 
and physical health. This is where our true national security 
lies. This is the source of our strength--moral, political 
and economic. 

America's leadership and concern in the area of human 
rights can't be exclusive, restrictive, or narrow in definition. 
For what are your human rights if you have no job? What are 
your human rights if your children are hungry? What are your 
human rights if you have no opportunity for education? What are 
your human rights if you are forced to live in decaying slums? 
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America must champion all human rights, be they economic, 
social, or political. In essence, our democratic institutions 
are threatened by an acceptance of the blight of poverty in a 
nation characterized by its tremendous wealth. 

Yet, this concern does not stop at our nation's shores. 
We cannot proclaim democracy, social and economic justice at 
home and abandon these principles abroad. 

We have made significant strides in recent months. Support 
of human rights has become a central tenet of American foreign 
policy. 

A sense of moral values should be an imperative of our 
foreign policy. Unless it is, we will find it difficult to gain 
the support of peoples around the world who look to us for moral 
support in their struggles for freedom. 

While it is true that we don't have the right to interfere 
in the internal affairs of another country, this does not mean 
we should not remind the world that human rights are of the 
highest priority of our government and our people, and that our 
policies will be directed accordingly. 

When our Founding Fathers met here in Philadelphia two 
hundred years ago, they gave us and the world a set of promises-­
promises toward a more perfect, not the perfect union. America 
is a promise and a hope in the minds and hearts of all those who 
cherish liberty, justice and opportunity. 

We live by hope. We do not always get all we want when 
we want it. But we have to believe that someday, somehow, 
someway it will be better and that we can make it so. 

Surely we will not succumb to the predictions of the 
naysayers. 

America will provide world leadership by drawing on its 
greatest strength--the common sense of its people. And we will 
turn challenges into accomplishments and idealism, crises into 
opportunities, and problems into progress. 

My message to you today is simply this. 
problems in America and in the world today. 
we will, overcome them. 

We face great 
But, we can, and 

We can launch a global assault on the historic plagues of 
mankind--the bondage of hunger, disease, and illiteracy--if 
we have the will to do so. 

And as we do, we will move closer to fulfilling the promise 
of America--a life with dignity in the pursuit of happiness in 
a free society for our own people and for those throughout the 
world. 

As Franklin Delano Roosevelt so dramatically noted during 
one of the darker periods of our nation: 

"The only limit to our realization of tomorrow will be our 
doubts of today. Let us move forward with a strong and active 
faith." 
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~HIS YEAR MARKS THE CELEBRATION OF OUR NATION'S ENTRANCE 

INTO ITS THIRD CENTURY AND ESTABLISHES US AS THE WORLD's OLDEST 

DEMOCRACY;l.THIS IN ITSELF MAKES THE CLASS OF 1977 UNIQUE IN 

L~.A-~) MANY RESPECTS, 

= ~ MANY OF YOU WILL MOVE DIRECTLY INTO THE MAINSTREAM OF AMERICAN 

ECONOMIC Ll FEI._DTHERS WILL CONTINUE YOUR EDUCATION PURSUITS~ 

SEEKING ADVANCED DEGREES~BUT ALL OF YOU ARE PART OF A WORLD 

OF INCREASINGLY COMPLEX PROBLEMS( UNPARALLELED CHALLENGES AND 

EXTRAORDINARY OPPORTUNITY' 

~MY REMARKS TODAY ARE DIRECTED TOWARD DEFINING THE WORLD YOU 

STAND TO INHER!T LAND I DO MEAN ·~·, NOT JUST "NAii'QN." -
~ECAUSE THE FACT IS THAT WE NO LONGER CAN TALK ABOUT AMERICAN 

QJ I.J POLICY AS AN ISOLATED SUBJECT 1 SUFFICIENT UNTO ITSELF •• .. 
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.. a!~ L::. HAT HAPPEN'l OR FAILS TO •HAPPEN,/ IN AMERICA HAS Jill IMPACT 

ON THE REST OF THE WORLD~ AND SURELY WHAT HAPPENS IN OTHER 

.. -~-- .... . . 
PARTS OF THE WORLD -- THE MIDDLE EAS~ AFRICAI WESTERN EUROPEI 

ASIA AND THE SOVIET BLOC -- CAN HAVE 1 AND DOES HAVE 1 A SIGNIFICANT - ..... --
IMPACT ON OUR WELL-BEING AND SECURITY·; ytd_~~ 1-
~Dtf~~'\l'\'\'\-~~~ .. .:;-

l:THE BASIC REALITY OF TODAY IS THAT WE ARE SOLIDLY ENTRENCHED 

INTERDEPENDENCE -- AN ERA IN WHICH DOMESTIC AND 

GLOBAL DISTINCTIONS HAVE BECOME INCREASINGLY BLURRED.( AND WE 

ARE FAST APPROACHING THE TIME WHEN DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN POLICY 

CONCERNS WILL BE INSEPARABLE, 

AND WHILE IT IS ALL TOO COMMONLY USEDj IT IS ALL TOO LITTLE 

I 
UNDERSTOOD, - ... 
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~ THE PosT WoRLD WAR II FOREIGN POLICY OF THis NATION HAS 

FOCUSED ON THE MAINTENANCE OF THE BALANCE OF POWER BETWEEN THE 

U,s·: AND THE SOVIET UNION·tf'::. ENTER OUR THIRD CENTURY/ 

PROTECTION AGAINST MILITARY THREATS STILL REMAINS A MAJOR FOREIGN 
~ ~ 

POLICY FOCUS OF OUR NATION, 

[__HoWEVER; OUR NATIONAL SECURITY ALSO IS ENDANGERED BY EVENTS 

OUTSIDE THE POLITICAL-MILITARY SR~E OF MAJOR POWERS·.· l!.HE 

ADVANCES OF MODERN TECHNOLOGY HAVE REDUCED THE TIME AND 
':=a-

SPATIAL DISTANCES BETWEEN PEOPLES AND NATIONS TO RELATIVE 

INS I GN I Fl CANCE ·,I.:. N SO DOING; IT HAS INCREASED THE MAGN !TUDE 

AND IMPORTANCE OF INTERACTION AMONG NATIONS -- AND WE ARE NO 

LONGER IMMUNE FROM THIS INTERACTION. 

~HE PROBLEMS OF .!NE~GY, MATERIAL RESOURCES, ENVIRONMENT, 
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EMPLOYMENT1 INFLATION 1 POPULATION 1 HUNGER 1 DISEASE1 AND ILLITERACY; -
~E QUESTION OF THE USES OF SPACE AND THE SEA~ AND THE TRENDS 

IN NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION AND TERRORISM -- ALL THESE ISSUES 



~E ARE COMPELLED TO RECOGNIZE THAT N~ ~NE NA:ION DOMINATES ~ 
- -~~~ . 
~THE INTERNATIONAL SCENE OuR RELATIONS WITH THE DEVELOPING 

J., 

COUNTRIES ARE FAST BECOMING A MAJOR ELEMENT OF OUR FOREIGN POLICY, 

( IT ALSO IS CLEAR THAT THE IMPORTANCE OF AMERICA'S ECONOMIC 
::; 

RELATIONS WITH DEVELOPING COUNTRIES CONTINUES TO GROW~ OUR 

NATION SELLS MORE OF ITS GOODS TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES THAN TO 

THE EUROPEAN COMMUNIT;J EASTERN EUROPE)~ND THE SOVIET UNION 

CO:B~ED;~ND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES PROVIDE US WITH BOTH CRITICAL 

RAW MATERIALS AND ESSENTIAL CONSUMER GOODS, 

-
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NATIONS QUITE UNDERSTANDABLY ARE RELUCTANT ____ ..... 
TO ACCEPT MAJOR CHANGES IN THE PRESENT WORLD SYSTEM OF 

RELATIVELY FREE TRADE AND CAPITAL MOVEMENTS UNDER WHICH THEY 

HAVE DONE SO WELL FOR SO LONG~ HOWEVER~ IT IS EQUALLY 

1 ,.,..... ,Itt ..... ~ • .,.., 

UNDERSTANDABLE WHY THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES~ FR~TRATED SO OFTEN 

IN THEIR ATTEMPTS TO IMPROVE THEIR STANDARDS OF LIVING 1 ARE 

CONVINCED THAT THE CURRENT ECONOMIC SYSTEM HAS WORKED TO 

THEIR DISADVANTAGE, "5401 ""''J.t ~"1-t;:/-

~ POORER COUNTRIES NO LONGER ARE WILLING TO BE DEPENDENT 

UPON FOREIGN AID ALONE FOR THEIR PROGRES~ PARTICULARLY WHERE 

--
THIS ASSISTANCE IS SUBJECT TO THE UNCERTAINTIES OF THE POLITICAL 

CLIMATE IN THE RICHER COUNTRIES, 
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~ INSTE~ THEY WANT A MORE PREDICTABLE FOUNDATION FOR THEIR 

ECONOMIC GROWTH THROUGH THE ASSURANCE OF REASONABLE PRICES 

FOR THEIR EXPORTS AND GUARANTEED ACCESS TO THE WORLD MARKETS 

FOR THEIR GOODS, 

~ JN ESSENCE,~VELOPING COUNTRIES ARE INSISTING UPON A 

GENUINE COMMITMENT BY THE INDUSTRIAL NATIONS TO THE PRINCIPLE 

OF ECONOMIC EQUITY AMONG ALL NATIONS, 

l j:::::~MAND FOR CHANGE -- YES, FUNDAMENTAL AND RADICAL 

·~_..tt~W~' ,., 
CHANGE -- HAS BEEN COMINGA IT IS LIKE A GATHERING STORM AND IT 

HAS NOW ARRIVED IN ALL ITS FURY,~WE HAVE HOPED THAT IT MIGHT 

-
,, tl C) I. 

PASS AWAY OR THAT I fi £!( ADJUSTMENTS WOULD BE SUFFICIENT 

TO WEATHER THE STORM, THIS IS UNDERSTANDABLE, CHANGE DOES 

NOT COME EASY, 
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AND CHANGE ON A GLOBAL BASIS IS THREATENIN~ UNSETTLING AND ~ 

REVOLUTIONARY, 

~ BUT THE FACT l:: THAT THE BALANCE OF THIS CENTURY WILL 

CONTINUE TO BE A PERIOD OF INCREDIBLE/ MASSIVE CHANGE IN 

POLITICAL~ ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS, 

THE QUESTION~~ WILL W!l BY OUR POSITIVE EFFORT~ HELP 

GLOBAL UPHEAVAL IN A DIRECTION 

CONSISTENT WITH OUR VALUES AND BELIEF!t ~ WILL WE MERELY 

R~IST !T? WILL WE DESIGN OUR FUTURE~ OR WILL WE SIMPLY 

RESIGN OURSELVES TO IT? 

~IF THE UNITED STATES IS TO DEVELOP AN EFFECTIVEJ POSITIVE -

~:~~~~-~~~~~~~ 

~------
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~TODAY, THERE ARE 700 MILLION ADULTS IN THE WORLD UNABLE TO 

READ OR WRITE, 

J-.!::DAY, THERE ARE f.5 BILLION PEOPLE IN THE WORLD WITHOUT 

EFFECTIVE HEALTH CARE, 

~TODAY, MORE THAN 500 :ILLION PEOPLE IN THE WORLD SUFFER FROM 

-
SEVERE HUNGER AND MALNUTRITION, .. 
--
~ND WITHOUT A MAJOR EFFORT BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY, 

SOME 800 MILLION OF THE WORLD's POOREST CANNOT EXPECT ANY 

IMPROVEMENT IN THEIR CONDITION OF LIFE FOR THE REST OF THE DECADE, 

GESE ARE SOME OF THE FACTS OF OUR TIMEL AND THESE CRUEL, 

UGLY FACTS ARE AS THREATENING TO OUR FUTURE AS AN UNCONTROLLED 

AR~ACE, ~E ARE TIME BOMBS WHICH THREATEN GLOBAL PEACE, -
~As PoPE JoHN XXIII so DRAMATICALLY EMPHASIZED: 
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II IN A WORLD OF CONSTANT WANT~· THERE Is NO PEACE I I I II 

~THEREFORE, WE MUST BE AS WILLING TO RESPOND TO THESE THREATS 

~~ .. 4~ 
AS WE ARE WILLING TO FACE~TIIs' OF MIL~Y AGGRESSION, .. ~ 

\,0~ ~~ b '*· 
~lAS~~~R THE DEVELOP~ENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS OF THE ENTIRE .. 

FREE WORLD TO THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES TOTALED ONLY $17 BILLION, 

~N THE SAME TIME SPANJ MORE THAN $~ BILLION WAS SPENT IN THE 

WORLD FOR GUNS, BOMBERS, AND MISSILES. 
.. -- - , 

~THE QUESTION WE MUST DECIDE IS WHETHER OR NOT THE CONDITIONS 

OF SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC INJUSTICE POVERTY, ILLITERACY, AND 

DISEASE, ARE ~ REAL• THREAT TO OUR SECURITY:J.:.. TH~K THEY ARE, 

- A~il~ 1M 1-Gw-
~·~~THEY ~EQUIRE THE SAME COMMITMENT OF POLICY,~LL, AND 

RESOURCES AS OUR SO-CALLED CONVENTIONAL NATIONAL DEFENSE, 

~,._,._~-· ~-· 
.._!liN'~~ ON k f IJ. " 

-~ 
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o-rrl-c..e.~-

~RLD HUNGER CANNOT BE SOLVED MERELY BY AMERICAN CHARITYj 

~ -- --
BUT BY TECHNOLOGY AND IMPROVED PRODUCTION OF FOOD AND FIBER ON --
A WORLD-WIDE BASIS~:a::~A:tr & 1 j a....&.""'-' • 

~CAN BE CONQUERED OR AT LEAST ITS RAVAGES MINIMIZED, 

THE MODERN WORLD KNOWS HOW TO DO THIS IF WE HAVE THE WILL AND 

PROVIDE THE MEANs:l 
- __..;...:.:J 

~ HIGHLY NATIONALISTIC EUROPE WAS BROUGHT TOGETHER IN THE 

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY BY STRONG POLITICAL LEADERSHIP~ 
• 

MOTIVATED BY ECONOMIC NECESSITY, -
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L2: IS POSSIBLE TO M.t;:.. C~S L.!E HAVE DEMONSTRATED THERE 

ARE FEW~ IF ANY~ PHYSICAL OR TECHNOLOGICAL BARRIERS THAT THIS 

COUNTRY IS INCAPABLE OF OVERCOMING~ PROVIDED THAT WE ARE WILLING 

TO MAKE A NATIONAL COMMITMENT TO DO so _ 

~D REMEMBER, w;, ARE NOT ALONE·, 

~THERE IS A WHOLE WORLD OF SKILL,~ENT AND RESOURCES THAT -.. -
MUST BE CALLED TO THE TASK, 

~~HAT IS NEEDED IS AMERICAN LEADERSHIP THAT UNDERSTANDS AND 

PROCLAIMS INTERDEPENDENCE -- THE SIMPLE FACT THAT WE NEED EACH -
OTHER; THAT NO ONE IS SAFE UNTIL ALL ARE SECURE, 

-; Mu• ..., ~T AN EXCITING TIME TO BE ALIVE:l.!_HE FRONTIERS OF 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY ARE ALWAYS BEING PUSHED FORWARD, 
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BUT IT IS IN THE POLITICAL1 ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FIELDS WHERE . -
MANKIND'S INGENUITY AND INVENTIVENESS MUST NOW BE DIRECTED, 

tl~ WHO ARE WE TO BE AFRAID OF TRYING? ~XPERIMENTATION AND 

CHANGE ARE A PART OF THE AMERICAN CHARACTER AND OF OUR HISTORY, 

'* to..c.w t?f~;;;\;5'~!4'f&i?f'- AJI.G"f?::C4 
~THE MESSAGE OF THE UNITED STATES IS NOT NUCLEAR POWER ARMS~ 

s~; AND RESISTANCE TO CHANGE·,lTHE MESSAGE OF THE UNITED 

STATES IS A SPIRITUAL MESSAGE·,· 4 STATEMENT OF HIGH IDEALS AND • 

PERSEVERANCE IN THEIR ACHIEVEMENT.{.2T IS THE MESSAGE OF HUMAN 

IT IS THE MESSAGE OF THE 
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TYRANTS 

WITH CERTAI 

t~ T E PURSUIT HAPPINESS," 

LIFE., 

MnrT1 eeeeuAfp 9 5 WR 

OUR PEOPLE AT WORK., IN PROSPEROUS COMMUNITIES., IN SOUND MENTAL 

~THIS IS THE SOURCE OF OUR STRENGTH -- MORAL, POLITICAL 

AND ECONOMIC, ( ~~- lfH.t .. ~.uUf#.s) 
~MERICA's LEADERSHIP AND CONCERN IN THE AREA OF HUMAN 

RIGHTS CAN'T BE EXCLUSIVE., RESTRICTIVE., OR NARROW IN DEFINITION, 
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FoR WHAT ARE YOUR HUMAN RIGHTS IF YOU HAVE NO JOB?~ HAT ARE 

YOUR HUMAN RIGHTS IF YOUR CHILDREN ARE HUNGRY?J WHAT ARE YOUR 
F r1t ~ 

HUMAN RIGHTS IF YOU HAVE NO OPPORTUNITY FOR EDUCATIO~WHAT 

ARE YOUR HUMAN RIGHTS IF YOU ARE FORCED TO LIVE IN DECAYING SLUMS? 

~AMERICA MUST CHAMPION ALL HUMAN RIGHTS# BE THEY ECONOMIC, 

SOCIAL 1 OR POLITICAL, 

~YE~, THIS CONCERN DOES NOT STOP AT OUR NATION'S SHORES 

I WE CANNOT PROCLAIM DEMOCRACY~ SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC JUSTICE AT 

~ ='~ 
HOME AND ABANDON THESE PRINCIPLES ABROAD, 
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~A SENSE OF MORAL VALUES SHOULD BE AN IMPERATIVE OF OUR 

FOREIGN POLICY ·,~NLESS IT JSj WE WILL FIND IT DIFFICULT TO GAIN 

THE AROUND THE WORLD WHO 

• w.(.., 
TRUE THAT WE DON'T HAVE THE RIGHT TO INTERFERE 

IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF ANOTHER COUNTRY} THIS DOES NOT MEAN ___________________________ ) 

WE SHOULD NOT REMIND THE WORLD THAT HUMAN RIGHTS ARE OF THE -
HIGHEST PRIORITY OF OUR GOVERNMENT AND OUR PEOPLE} AND THAT OUR 

POLICIES WILL BE DIRECTED ACCORDINGLY, 
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~ AMERICA IS A PROMISE AND A HOPE IN THE MINDS AND HEARTS OF ALL 

WE WANT IT·~ ~T WE HAVE TO BELIEVE THAT S~AY~· SOMEHOW~· 

SOMEWAY IT WILL BE BETTER AND THAT WE CAN MAKE IT so, 
. ~ 

~SURELY WE WILL NOT =•~O THE PREDICTIONS OF THE 

NAYSAYERS, 

~AMERICA ~ROVIDE WORLD LEADERSHIP BY DRAWING ON ITS 

~MMIA' .-~~~ 
GREATEST STRENGTHJI- THE COMMON SENSE OF ITS PEOPL~ AND WE~ 

TURN CHALLENGES INTO ACC~O=M:PL:I~S~H~M~EN~T~~!!!!!!~j. CRISES INTO 

OPPORTUNITIES) AND PROBLEMS INTO PROGRESSt 

~ Mv MES:AGE TO YOU TODAY IS SIMPLY THIS~ FACE GREAT 

PROBLEMS IN AMERICA AND IN THE WORLD TODAY• 
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f Bur~ WE CAN~ AND WE WILL~ OVERCOME THEM, 
L-( -.... 

J WE CAN LAUNCH A GLOBAL ASSAULT ON THE HISTORIC PLAGUES OF 
L...._::-

MANKIND -- THE BONDAGE OF HUNGER~ DISEASE~ AND ILLITERACY -- IF 
~ 

WE HAVE THE WILL TO DO SO, 

~AND AS WE DO~ WE WILL MOVE CLOSER TO FULFILLING THE PROMISE OF 

AMERICA -- A LIFE WITH DIGNITY IN THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS IN A -
FREE SOCIETY FOR OUR OWN PEOPLE AND FOR THOSE THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, 

~S FRANKLIN DELANO RooSEVELT SO DRAMATICALLY NOTED DURING 

ONE OF THE DARKER PERIODS OF OUR NATION: 

~"THE ONLY LIMIT TO OUR REALIZATION OF TOMORROW WILL BE OUR 

DOUBTS OF TODAY, LET US MOVE FORWARD WITH A STRONG AND ACTIVE 

FAITH," 

# # # # 
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~TH ONLY SIX PERCENT OF THE WORLD's POPULATION, WE CONSUME 

NEARLY 40 PERCENT OF THE WORLD'S RESOURCES, BY 19851 THE UNITED 

STATES WILL DEPEND ON IMPORTS FOR MORE THAN ONE-HALF OF OUR 

SUPPLIES OF NINE OUT OF THE THIRTEEN CRITICAL MINERALS NECESSARY 

TO MAINTAIN OUR INDUSTRIAL ECONOMY, BY THE YEAR 21000 WE WILL 

BE DEPENDENT PRIMARILY ON FOREIGN SOURCES FOR OUR SUPPLY OF EACH 

OF THE THIRTEEN CRITICAL RAW MATERIAL~ 

THE DEMANDS OF THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AND THE REQUIREMENTS 

OF THE DEVELOPED COUNTRIES ARE A PERMANENT FEATURE OF OUR 

EVOLVING INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. AND HOW WE RESPOND WILL HAVE 

A MAJOR IMPACT ON WORLD PEACE 1 PROSPERITY AND STABILITY FOR 

DECADES. 
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THE MAJOR DECISIONS IN THE WORLD NO LONGER CAN BE MADE BY 

A HANDFUL OF WESTERN LEADERS SHARING A SIMILAR VIEW OF THE WORLD, 

THESE DECISIONS INCREASINGLY ARE MADE IN GLOBAL FORUMS 1 UNWIELDY 

IN THEIR SIZE AND TORN BY RADICALLY DIFFERENT PERCEPTIONS OF THE 

WORLD, 

THE INABILITY TO REACH AGREEMENT AT THE PROTRACTED lAw OF 

THE SEA CONFERENCE IS JUST ONE EXAMPLE OF LIKELY FUTURE 

FRUSTRATIONS THE INDUSTRIAL NATIONS WILL SUFFER IF THEY REFUSE 

TO UNDERSTAND THE CONCERNS OF DEVELOPING NATIONS AND ENCOURAGE 

THEIR COOPERATION, 

FAILURE1 FRUSTRATION AND STALEMATE ON VITAL ISSUES WILL 

PERSIST UNTIL WE CHANGE THE VERY NATURE OF OUR DECISION-MAKING 

PROCESS TO REFLECT THE DEMOCRATIZATION OF WORLD LEADERSHIP, 
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~HESE CH!NG:: ARE LIKELY TO BE FAR MORE DIFFICULT THAN DEVISING 

THE PARTICULAR VEHICLES TO IMPLEMENT ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL REFORMS, 

THE FIRST REQUIRED CHANGE IN OUR OUTLOOK IS TO RECOGNIZE 

THAT WE ARE NOT NECESSARILY DEALING WITH SITUATIONS IN WHICH 

ONE SIDE MUST LOSE FOR THE OTHER TO GAIN, - • a:;c: 

~OR EXAMPL~ COMMODITY AGREEMENTS CAN STABLIZE PRICES 

AND ASSURE THE SUPPLY OF CRITICAL RAW MATERIALS TO THE BENEFIT 

OF BOTH PRODUCERS AND CONSUMERS ·, ~SOURCE TRANSFERS CAN HELP 

DEVELOPING NATIONS AND ALSO MEAN MORE EXPORTS OF U,S, GOODS1 

AND THUS MORE JOBS AT HOM~ 

~SECOND, WE MUST UNDERSTAND THAT IT IS HIGHLY IMPROBABLE 

. . 

THAT THE DEVELOPING NATIONS WILL DEVELOP AS DID THE WEST, 
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THERE SIMPLY ARE NOT THE RESOURCES~-~EAST OF ALL THE CHEAP 

ENERGYJ THAT WILL PERMIT LITTLE COPIES OF THE UNITED STATES 

TO SPRING UP AROUND THE WORL~ 

PERHAPS THE HARDEST ADJUSTMENT IN OUR THINKING IS TO FACE 

THE FACT THAT OUR OWN SOCIETY IS LIKELY TO UNDERGO FAR-REACHINGJ 

EVEN DRASTICJ CHANGES IN THE NEXT FEW DECADESt::=QUITE APART 

FROM THE DEMANDS OF THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIE~AS WE ATTEMPT 

TO ADAPT OUR OWN LIFESTYLE TO A MORE REALISTIC PLANETARY SCALE, 

/T~E WASTEFULNESS THAT HAS BEEN CHARACTERISTIC OF OUR COUNTRY 

CANNOT CONTINUE, CONSERVATION MUST BECOME PRIORITY NATIONAL 

POLICY -- BOTH PUBLIC AND PRIVA~2J 

THIS IS THE ECONOMIC SIDE OF THE CONCERNS WHICH WE FACE, 

HoWEVERJ IT IS THE HUMAN DIMENSION OF THESE PROBLEMS WHICH IS 

EVEN MORE THREATENING, 
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Pres i dent Meyerson , Chairman Donald Reagan, Members of the Board of 

Trustees, the ;{embers of the ~dministration and the faculty of thi s great 

University, Chaplain Johnson, the distinguished students from all the 

many schools~e professional schools, those in the liberal arts and 

programs - - thi s is some ·day, I'll tell you that. This is some day-­

(applause)-- I've given more speeches than any man ought to be permitted 

to. I have bored more people over a longer of period of time than any man 

ought to be permitted to.And when I come to a commencement address, desp­

ite the number of spee ches I've made, / he adquainta~~ip that I seem to 
w~t.V 

feel with the~ business of public speaking
1

I shake all over. I don't 

know what to say-- and you'll soon find out that I told you the truth. 

I~n I heard that this was the 22lst commencement~that's history. Twenty 

years plu~ before our independence. And, this great University represent­

ing higher education in the building of this republicj I think it tells 

us something right quickly.As . Thomas Jef ferson said " ¥ou can not be 

both ignorant and free" and we dec ided early in this republic that we 

would be infenmedJ ;!hat we would concentrate resources and a ttention upon 

education. ~d, !~~e is no finer ex:rple of the generosity of the 

American public ~ the dedication o
7

wruly fine people, than what has 

happened here at ~he University of Pennsylan ia over these many years. 

And, I congratulate all those who have made it possible, this great 

University with a tremendous budget. That tells us that somebody had 

to be mighty generous. 

Now, my graduate fr,ends, it was thirty eight years age that I was 

out there like you are at the University of Minnesota gettiftg my Bachelor~ 

degree-- Bachelor of Arts de~ree. We had 1 lot of graduates that year,too. 

And, for the life of m¥, I can't remember w a t the commen~ement s peaker 

sai~ And, I'll bet at when you leave here , at least a year from 
I 1/ ;p.u/~ 

now you~ going to sa1" o \-ras that fellow~{ Khat did he say?" 
11
why it's 

a challenge for me to say something to you that is worthy of your ti~a 

and attention. 

Bob Hope, the great American comedian, was addressing the Georgetown 

University graduating c ass here a few years ago. He looked out over that 
/() 

au nee, not as large as this, but, a great audeince, and he sai~ "~Those 

of you that are about to graduate and go out into this wor~d of ours, 
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my advide to you is
1
don't go.~(applause) -~~=, I'm afraid we've got to 

get rid of you. We' have to make room for new students. You have to go. 

Ahd, I want to talk to you a little bit ab~t the country and the world, 

into which you are going to go, even though you've been very much a part 
/t aJ// 

of it. There really is not sep~ration by age, ~re a part of our commun· 

itY¥ from the date of our bitth.~at old cynic,well 1 guess that's the 
tJb ,, 

best way to put it,skeptic, Aldous Huxley, he said' I have peered into 

" , 
the future i it won't work. There are always people like that. But, the 

real truth is we've got to make it work. And, that's waat you are here 

for. That's why you went on to the University, That's why so many of you 

have struggled ha~d to achieve the goals that you already achieved and 

new goals ahead of you. So we are going to make it work. f:Ve been re-

minded by President Meyerson I was here in July,l948. Boy,was 

it hot, in more way s than one. I was the young mayor of the city of 

Minneapolis as he said, but in my heart I had something I wanted to tell 

my fellow partisans, and I did. And, ~aid to them that it is time for 

America to walk out of the shadows of States Rights into the ~bright sun-
.,.,~, 

light of human rights. And, ladies and gentlemen it is stlll~time for us 

to do that.~e interesting thing is that when I said that a large segmen· 

of the audience got up and le~t. I thank you for staying. Yf u're kind and , 
youre courteous. But, it was an interesting time and a very historic time 

in American politics. Because this whole nation is the story of what hap -

pened in Philade~phia. The Philadelphka s~~ry, really in two chapters-­

the Declaration of Independence and the ~onstitution of the uited States. 

Beautiful .magnivicent doctrines and documents that laid before the 

American people not accomplishment as much as challenge.~d, foom Bere 

on out that's what it is all about--~hallenge. Now , this year marks the 

celebration of our entrance into that third century of our ~dependence 
..;.; 

and of our aspiration to be a democracy. And, that in itself makes this 

graduating class of 1977 a unique. Many of you will mo~e directly x into 

the mainstream of economic life and professional life. Othe~ will con-
TH£~1!/ r;,,,.. 

tinue ~education seeking advanced de~rees~, all~f you are part 

of a world of increasingly complex problems, unparalleld challenges, and 

above ally' extraordinary opportunity. Most everybody w;ll tell you about 

the problems) and they are going to be her~and they have been with us 

ever since the beginnigg of time. But, there is with every challenge a 

chancer o do something and we call it opportunity. ~w ~Y remarks today 
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ar~ directed towards defining the world. The world you stand to inherit, 

and I do mean wo~ld not nation. Because the fact is we nox longer talk 

about American policy as an isolated subject sufficient anto itself. 

What happens or what fails to happen in America has a major impact on the 

rest of the world.~· what happens in the rest of the world has 

a significant impact upog us. Surely we learned that out of the M&d-east 

oil crisis and embargo of 1973. And, we learn it every day. The basic 

reality of today is that we are solidly entrenched not only in the period 

of independence which this city symbolizes, but we are solidly entrenched 

to an era of interdependence. An era of which domestic and g1mbal distinc-

tions have become increasingly blurred. And, we are fast approaching the 

time when domestic and foreigh policy conserns are one and inseperable. 

~, I speak to you primarily as a public man, There is no way that you 

can legislate for example something for us in America without its impact 
73£111~ J:i,t.T 

~ abr~d. And, I come f~om the Midwest. What ha~pens in the Middle East m 

might have more of an impact on my children and my grandchildren than any 

thing that happens in the Midwest. Therefore
1

we need to be not only citi­

zens of this republic but we need to be knowledgeable individuals and 

hopefu~y citizens of this world. ~terdependence, that's t~e word. It's 

the catchword of bhe 1970's. Commonly used) and I wonder if fully understoo 

The post~war worldf that is the poet Wo~ld War IIx~Bii foreign / policy 

of this na~ion has focdsed on the maintainance of what we call the trad­

itional balance of powe~ o;{r concern primarily with the Soviet Union 

and the Soviet Bloc. ~ , as we enter this third centur~ protection again­

st military threats still remain. Serious matter. And, a matter of major 

foreign policy focus of our nation. Howe~er our national security, and 

that's what your life is going to be all about, our national security is 

endangered by events outside of ka the political and military sphere of 

the major powers.~~ advances of madern technolmgy have reduced the time 
~ ~ and spafial distances between peoples add nations l to relative insignifican 

And, in so doing it has increased the magnitude and the importance of ~ 

/AV~~ction among peoples--among nations. And, we are no longer immune from 

this interaction. The oceans are no • longer a barrier. They are a bridge, 

a conduit. Ti e problems of energy, material resources, environment,and 

employment, inflation, population, hunger, disease,illiteracy, and you've 

heard alot about it. The question of the use of the space , above us, and 
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the seas below us and the teends of nuclear proliferation and terrorism. 

~1 of these issues are within the spectrum of your lifetime and they 

threaten our security as a country along with the possiblity of nuclear 

confrontation with the Soviet Union. We are compelled therefore to 

recognize some new facts. That no• one nation dominat~s or controls the 

international sce~e. And, it is imperative tha~ get that clear.;roVr 

relations with the develop~ng countries, the poorest of the poor, countriE 

far away/ the names o6 which you cannot even pronounce) are fast becoming 

a major concern of our for~ign policy and rightly so. ~is also clear 

that the importance of America's economic relations with these developing 

countries--Africa, Asia, Latin America, countries in far liiWay places .. 

That those economic &relationships becume more important and grow. Our 

nations sells more of its goods to these poor develpping countries than 

to the European community, Eastern Europe mand the Soviet Union all 
U-1 "Tl(J,Ii L 

combined. And, the developing a countries provide us with both the ~rieiec 

raw materials that we need and essential consumer goods. If for KmXmXkxe 

no other reason than self protection we must accept the doctrine of 

interdependence. ~industrial nations of course quite understandably 

are reluctant to accept any major changes in the world order. We've been 
free 

built on the idea of trade and the movement of capital. And, 

we've done well under it, ~wever) it is e~ually understandable that these ! 

new countries--150 of them--frustaated as they are so often in there at­

tempts ~b improve their standards of li~ng a~e convinced that the 

current interaational economic system has worked to their disadvantage. 

r:: we find that the poores countries no longer are willing to be dependeni L..:2.. of 
upon our generosity foreign aid. Particularly when they know that it 

varies according t~he politiaal climate year by year. Instead they want 

a more predictable foundation for thetr economic growth. And, what do the~ 

want~~t you and I want. An assurance for a fair price for their com­

modities and a guaranteed access to the world markets for thett goods. 

ANd, they not only ~ it, they are demanding it.~essence the develo~ 
ing countries are insisting upon a genuine commit~ent by the industrial 

nations to which we are the leader. To the principle of economic equity. 

Justice between all nations. Now the demand for change , ye~fundamental 

and radical change ahas been coming for a long long time. It is like a 

gathering storm. And, it #~now arrived in all of its fury. We see it in 

Latin America and Africa, particularly.~e had heped that it might pass 
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away or that minor little as~sH adjustments here and there mixght take 

care of xx things, but it did'nt. Our hopes are H~Kx ~nderstandable. 

Change never comes easy. And, change on a global basis is threatening. 

It is unsettling. And, very frankly awfully revolutionary. But, the 

' ~act is that the balance of this centuuy will continue to be a period of 

invredible massive change in politica) economic, and social institutions, 

and you're going to have to live with it, And help shape~ it. ~~ question 
therefore is wmll we--this great America that gave the world such a mar-

velous message two hundred years ago-- will we help to influence and 

affect this global upheaval? In a direction consistent with our values 

and beliefs or will we merely resist it? Dig in, put our head in the sand. 

SWill we design our future or will we simply resigh ourselves to it1 r;ow 

it's my ~Hsxs judgment if the United States is to develop an effective, 

po~tive resposse to the demands of the less developed countries t~n 
we must face up to some startling and shocking facts on the interanationaJ 

scene. Today there are seven hundred million adults in the world unable 

to read or write-- totally illiterate. Today there are a billion and a 

half people in the world that 

whatsoever. Today there are over five kaH hundred million people in the 

world that suffer from severe hunger and dangerous malnutrition. Today 

a majority of the people in the world are ill housed and almost the same 

that are ill fed and ill clothed, ~ , I say to this graduating class and 

this audiencj as an American that is concerned w about his countr~) without 

a major effort by the international community some eight hundred million 

of kX& the world's poorest have no teason to expect any improvement in 

their condition mf life for the rest of this century . Now these are the 

facts of our times and there are many more that will shock ~~ 'llli• ami: 

~se cruel . ugly facts are as threatening to your future as they are to l!::_' !-1. 1'~()/)I#J~ w I "Til 
m1ne

1
but particularty co your~~ an uncontrolled arms race. These are 

the time bombs that thheaten global peace. As Pope John the XXIII so 
tl 1/ 

d r amatically put it, in a world of constant want there is no peace. 

Therefore, ~B we must be willing to respond to these threats as we awe 

willing to res pond and face the threat of military aggraesion,but the 

fact is that we don't. ~sten to this, last year the development assistanc 

progaams, the ecomomic assistance programs of all of *~ bhe free world _ tp 

the developing countries totalled approximately 17 billion dollars. In the 
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same time span more than 285 billion dollars was spent on the military. 

Bombs, missiles, planes, guns, than's the way the priorities are today. 

~question1 thereforj which we must decide is xka~x whether or not 

the conditions of social and economic justice,poverty, illiteracy,disease 

and all that it brings are a r e al threat to our security. I think they 

are. And, if ~hey are then they require the same commitjrnent of policy, 

will, and resourees as the s~alled conventional national defense.~s 
is an awesome challenge and some people do non like to face up to it. 

ANd it's a challenge that is going to requtre planning and a daring all 

out attack as though you were fighting for your ~ery existenee. But, I'm 

here to tell you that it can be done. If it is international in its desi~ 
and its application~~ld hunger cannot be conquered gust by Americar 

charity as important as our contribution might be~ But, by modern tech­

nology and improved production of food and fiber on a wotld wide basis, 

~th great commitment wotld hunger can be conquered. Disease caa be con­

quered/ J' ~t least its ravages are minimized. The modern world knows 

how to do this, if we have the will, if we we will provide the manpower, 

the womanpower, the means, the resources teem we aan do it. ~e basic 

changes in our international financi~J institutions which were designed 

for a wmrld of yesterday at IBretten~ods THe time of World War II . 

They are obsolete. They are out of date , And, they can and they mast be 

modernized, and expanded so as to provide the capital which is needed 

for developernent. Because the new word for peace is development.[?o:; 

we have had& some experience in all of this. This is not all at ot of 

gibberish. ~d, just say well there he is up there talking about what 

we ax mxXk ought to do. The fact is we have done some of it. A wartorn 

Eu~ope,devastated, annihilated, mutilated, was rebuilt by the Marshall 

Blan. But, it r~uired commi~ent. It r~ired a Plan. It r~ired 
resources, and it required cooperation~ And, it required leadership . 

~ighly nationalistic Europe, balkanized as they call it) was brought 

toge t her in the European Economic Community by strong political leader­

ship and imagination. Motivated by economic necessity.~ou see it is 

possible to make changes. The question is are you going to do it on your 

deathbed or are you going to do it while you still have time. We have 

demons trated there are few if any physical or technological barriers that 

this country is incapable of overcoming, provided that we are willing to 
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make a national commi~ent t~o s~. And then 

Americans, we are not alone, ~ dont own this 

remember this, my fellow 

world. We have no monopoly 

on brains and talent. There is a whole world out there of skill and 

resources that needs to b e mobilized and called to the talent and 

task. G"~t doe s it all add up to? What am I trying to say? I'm trying to 

say that if we go about this world admitting at least to ourselves and 

frequently p~oclaiming to BHX · the world that we are a leader, then we 

have to lead. And, leadership is not command. Leadership is persuasion. 

swr 1 fJ y 1 f . d d . . :h • t. t. Pre~ an axamp e~mora ort1tu e,guts,courage, a ventur1sm, 1 ~ 1a 1ve. 

~what an exciting time to be alive. I envy all you young folks out 

there. Good Lord it is going to be so much, so mmch is going to happen 

these nex t twenty five years, and I' 11 be darned if I don't think ··the 

good Lord is going to cheat me out of some of it~ You've really got some-

thing ahead of you. You've come through a very difficult time,but its 

always been that way. I don't cry any tears for th~t. I have three sons 
11:t.z'tt. and a daughter and I've heard them tell me about t e toug~ times · 

ahaving. I said what's new? what's new? When were there good ole days? 
'Jb() 

I'll tel~when the good ole days ate-- th~further you're away from them. 

That's when the £~m good ole days are. ~much is happening. And, it hap- 1 

pens so fast , of course
1

that it overruns us. In technology and ;(cience 

alone--but it is in the political,economic and social fields where it is 

going to be interesting. For manking ingenuity and iDventiveness wfu ll be 
C~ · •f 

tested, f d m"Bs t be directl!!d. ~who are we afrai~? Who are we to be 

afraid of trying. We are the most inventive people in the world. Oh-­

we didrlt iDVent the wheel, I know that, but Iil tell you what we did do , 

(Right ~ this city we invented a practiva7wo~king adaptation of the 

doctrine of self-government. Govermment by the consent of the governed. 

And, we did it at a time when the world was dominated by the philosophy 

of the aix&ix~vine~ Right of Kings. We broke with the past. We cut 

it off. We severed it. E. we proclaimed to the world kxa that peop le 

were not things and property but that they were the instruments of a 

~vine~oviden~e. We annunciated the doctrine% of God given natural 

rights. And, we a said that governments had only one a justification, 

and that is how they secured and protected those rights of life and 

liberty and the pursuit of the happiness. So we are adventuresome. We 

were , at least.{ And, I don't want this graduating class to be any less 

daring. The age of pioneering is not over. Oh, I kKKB know you don't have 
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to get in a c~ered wagon and go across the desert and over the rocky 

mountains and fight the Indians. That's over, I hope. Once in awhile 

when I see John Wayne I'm not sure, I think it's over. ~t as was said 

the era of J'ioneering is not over a it's just that ~the arena mfx has 

changed. ANd how many of you here know that, Whether it's in art or music 

whether it's in medicine or law or whether it is in architecture or 

design or whether it is in the dance or whatever it may be. Constantly 

new ~mxem forms. We have to be willing to be B as innovative in the 

political and the economic processes as wea%2 are in what I just mentione 

~are an experimental people. We have been running the ~reates experimen 

the world has ever known and we are still waiting for all the results. 

Because the work of dmmocracy is never completed. A heterogen~us people 

from all over the wo:!~J !rom every different rae reed, nationality, 
...:/JU0/1}£. 

backqround, trying to~ one nation without losing our respective 

identities. It is a great experieml!nt. ~ 'tJ, 've been doing pretty 

well.Jm We are the oldest democrac~ on ·the face xm of this earth .. 

We've been able to go through incredible periods of copruptinn, trauma, 

of secession, and war and depression, panic , of abuse of power in every 

conceivable thing from Viet~am and the W j ergate and God knows what, and 

we akKX have survived. And, we have learned.~ many people try to 

inter~ this beautiful country of ours to the world as ' if it was nothin 

more or less as a country of wealth and power, Military power--thats not 
, / 1'tJ Til#/ 

America. We are pleased.We aee . grateful~Almightt for our wealth. We 

need power in this troubled world. But, the message of the United States 

is not nuclear power. It is not arms, it is not resistance to change. 

~e message of the United States is one of adventure, iS is one of ex­

periementation, Itis one of building, it is one of development. The 

message of the United States is mxexmx a spiritual message. A bond betwee 

the sacred rights of the individual and the government th&at is to be 

responsive to that individual. (Th:r: will be those of you who will say 

"well I know but that doesnot all wort". Of course it doesnt all worJl:--

And do you want to know why because we are people. We louse it up. But 

the whole spirit mf, the whole test of democracy is trying to do better. 

Each generation adding alittle something,making its own adjustment mx 

to this magnificent cathe~~al of democracy, which is ours. And, let me 

add this- -We must continue to understand or should I say we s ould begin 

to understand that our nations security is not to be found merely in the 
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s mze of our military, but lies in the well being of ou r r p eop le,our people 

at work. And, I m here to tell you that one of the most fear ful foes tha t 

we have today is the denial of job opportunities to people that ,.,ant a 

job , that want to work , that ought~e contributing to this economy . 

That's the danger to us. ~f \'Te knew we had 7 million Communists in 

the ~ited States, we wmuld have 40~ommittees in Congress investigating 

itJ~t we've got 7~ million p eop le unempaoyed and we're try ing to tell 

ourselves "well in time this will work its ~ay outf:'1Let a man have nothing 

to do for his countr~ ;{aid John Stua~t Mill
1
and he ill have no love for 

' ~-· I it. Let millions of peop le be told there is no place for them--that 

they are not needee, they are not wanted. They 'll have no love for that 

flag, because they have been told they are not needed.~~ real strength 

then of this nation; is in its peop le, its peop le eduaated, its people 

in sound mental and physical health. Its peop le that are erasing from 

their soul bigotry and intol: r i nce. And, of course that was what we were 

trying to do here in 1948, fift a little bit~ Americas leadership 

and concern is a broad one. Its in the~area of human rights. But, when 

we talk about human rights we just can't talk about the right of free 

s peech-- or the right to emigrate. It can't be that restrictiv$. For 

what are human rights if you have no income~ What are human rights if 

your childeen are humgry? What are human rights if you have no opportunit 
you're 

for an education? What are human rights if MHXXH fo~ced to live in 

filth and slums and decadence~ ~sk America, as a proclaimed human 

rights of the world to cleanse its house. Let us be able to stand before 

the world as a smin~ng examp le of real human rights. We've got to 

champ ion all of it. Economic, political, and social, and this concern 

does not stop at our nations doors. We can~ot go around proclaiming 

democracy to the world and abandon these princip les abroad.~sense of 

moral values has got to be an imperative of our foreign policy~ And, 

unless it is we will find it difficult to gain the respect and support 

of peop les around the g iliobe who look to us as they struggle for their 

freedom. Here's what we offer to this world more than anythin~ls~. Hope , 

~d people ~ive by hope. While it is true that we don't have { he right 

to interfe~in the internal affairs of ouher countries it does not 

mean than we should~~ remind the world that human rights are the 

highest prior i ty of the American people and government, ~et me 

conclude my little sermon with these words of ~rom wne who has 
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stR-1/~~Ji~ 
made more than his fair share of mistakes, but who this very hour s~r~~~~E 

.SOJ-U Ti ()A/ I 

to find a better~ I know that there is not going to be a quick fix to 

our problems. I know that there isn't going to be a Utopia tomorrow. 

I kKH know that the story AmRXRiE America is by trying to do better. 

Even the founding fathers of this republic said " We the._People of the 

United States in order to f~~ a more perfect union, they didn't say 

a perfect union, but a more perfect union. Each generation--do better. 

~ remember this don't sell this country short. I'm not talking about 

commodities or our goods even though we can be proud of that part of 

our development. America is a promise and
1

J!l:pe in the minds and the 

hopes of those who cherish liberty and yet suffer• ~o want justice and 

yet are oppeessed 1 ~o cry out KKK for opportunity and ~et are denies. 

Mankind lives by hope.~~ we do .. not always get what we want when we 

wjblt it,~d you won't and I won't• Ifound that out-- I wanted one or 

two big things in this country and I didn't get it.~~, I say that we 

have to believe that some day som~ow som~__;y it will be better, and 

that we can make it so. Surely we ate not going to give in to the pes-

simists. I have little or no time for them. These people that heve 

intellectual gastri~~ - lomking as if they are constantly bothered. 

There is nothing wn~ng wihh having a smile on your face and some sense 

of confidence. That doesn't mean that you ignore the realities it means 

that you are prepared to deal with them. ~essage to you is simply 

thisr- We face great problems--God only knows th~ we do, not only 

at home but abr~d.~t ! submit to you that we can and we will if we 

so desire to ovey/comithem. We dan launch a global assault on the historic 

p~agues of mank~ng~hat I have talk~d to you about. We can do it right 

from Philadelpif~ The bondage ~f hunger,disease, and illiteracy if we 

have the will to do so. And, we can clean it up in America if we have the 

will to do so. We have the means,~'t tell me that if "'e can rebuild thE 

cities of Europe--battered, to~~royed by bomb and shell that we are 

incapable of making tke cities of America li~ble,~n't tell me that 

we can't.~ ;.~ew up as a young man when a man by the name of Franklin 

Roosevelt was in the White House. And, J'uppose like all of us we have 

heroes. I was a Depression boy from the plains of South Dakota. It seemed 

hppeless. The winds tore up our land the banks had failed, the people 
I 

were unemployed. The nations factories had stopped. That is when I went 

off to college. There wasn't much to look forward to. But we didn't 'cop 
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out. The ~~~~~op out,~~y're the ones who cop out. You've got to 

have the fortitude to stay the road--to stand the test and to recognize 

your limitations but not to play on them and constantly emphasize them. 

(This man) Mr. Roosevelt--who could not walk. This man who was a victim of 
~ J l 

paralysis and finall y a victim / of the war itself asaid thisj In the 

darkest period of our nation the only limit to our realization of tomorro 

will be our doubts of today--let us moYe forward with a strong add an ac­

tive faith."tf1/[_charge this graduatimg :i class of 1 977 to make \lP your 

minds that you individually/ and as a group collectively, hemp make this 

country a better and a more d~nt p lace in which to live. And, that 

th~ough your efforts--whatever they may be you will help make this world 

a little better place to live. If you make any contribution co that goal 

you will have fulfilled what God's destiny was for you. 

Thankyou very much------a plaa se---
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