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It is an honor to be here tonight to narticipate in this
tribute to Matthew Ross, who currently is serving as Chairman
of the Board of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations.

Matthew Ross has served in this canacity with distinction.
He, along with other members of the Reform Jewish Appeal Cabinet,
has guided this organization through a most successful year.

Tremendous strides have been achieved in meeting the
religious needs of the Jewish community in this country.

-- Education and youth activities continue to expand.

-- Inter-faith activities, nromoting greater understanding
and cooperation among Christians and .Jews, continue to be a
hallmark of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations.

-- And the Hebrew lUnion College - Jewish Institute of
Religion in Cincinnati, already a most highly regarded institu-
tion of higher education, achieved even higher plateaus of
scholarship and service to the Jewish Community in America
during the past year,

I also want to take this opportunity to pay tribute to
Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President of the Union of American
Hebrew Congregations, and Rabbi David A. Mersky, Director of the
Reform Jewish Appeal. Both of these men have excelled in the
leadership they have given, and continue to give, to the Jewish
community in the United States,

I also participate in tonight's activities with a sense of
humility and deep appreciation for the honor you have bestowed
upon me. Throughout the course of my public and private life, I
have been committed to the cause of education and strengthening
the knowledge and appreciation of our system of government, T
am deeply moved by your establishment of an institute in my name
at the Religious Action Center in Washington.

The Union of American Hebrew Congregations has made
immeasurable contributions to the equality and dignity of all
persons in the United States. The high value the Union has
placed on education of its youth has been one of the vital
strengths of the organization.



s

Because of this involvement, I want to take this opportunity
to address two deep concerns of mine -- our continuing struggle
to overcome inequality in this country, and the value of education.

During the decade of the 1960's, tremendous strides were
made in the promotion of civil rights for all our people. But
we all know there still is a great deal of work to be done.

We live in a world of rapid change. What took decades to
accomplish in the past, now takes only weeks. Years are compressed
into milliseconds, and generations pass through eras and epochs
at mind-boggling speed.

In an age when the world and time are shrinking the dimensions
of our lives; at a moment when the power of nrivate and public
institutions is growing ranidly, the challenge of nreserving
democracy as we know it becomes formidable,

What is the basis of this challenge?

We have learned that the success of the civil rights struggle
has not guaranteed freedom in this country,

Together, we have played a role in the unprecedented
struggle of the past two decades to secure equal rights for all
Americans. We have made gains in such areas as equal access to
public accommodations, equal job opportunities, non-discriminatory
use of federal funds, and protection of the right to vote.

Yet, despite hard-won gains in Congress and the Courts, the
struggle for eradication of prejudice and bigotry in America is
not over. There can be no meaningful freedom in America without
freedom from poverty, freedom from hunger, and freedom from
unemnloyment. Economic repression is as insipient an evil as
political renression,

It is not enough to give a man or woman the right to sit at
a lunch counter if they don't have the money in their pnockets to
pay for the meal.

The right to full participation in the economic life of our
nation is the birthright of every American. And until we can
guarantee this freedom to all Americans we cannot call ourselves
truly free.

Poverty, high unemployment and widespread urban decay simply
cannot be accepted or overlooked any longer. An America divided
between rich and poor, white and black, old and young, is in
trouble. Freedom for the comfortable cannot endure alongside
misery for one-fifth of the American nonulation. |
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One of our greatest national nroblems is that of youth
unemployment. Teenagers and young adults suffer from higher
unemnloyment rates than any other groun of workers.

We have 17.9 percent vyouth unemployment -- almost triple
the rate for adults. This enforced idleness affects 3.4
million youths today.

Joblessness tells these young peonle that they have no
productive role to fill in our society, that they have been
rejected by society even though they desperately want to
particinate,

We may not be able to see the psychological and emotional
damage, the insecurity and the alienation that unemployment
causes young peonle. But we can readily understand the
consequences in the skyrocketing crime rate that it has caused
among those under 24, and the increased drug and alcohol abuse
among our nation's youth,

The danger to the future of this country should be readily
apparent., It is the youth of today who will be the leaders
of tomorrow. And we would leave a sad legacy if such a large
percentage are completely alienated from a society they stand
to inherit.

But solving youth unemployment is just a start. 1Until there
is full employment in America, we cannot be satisfied,

Unemnloyment adds up to a terrible price in broken families,
in the attitudes of our children, in the rising crime rate, in
skills forgotten and work habits never formed, in nermanent
alienation from society, and -- the most costly -- in the loss
of self-respect.

0f course, there are those who are telling us that we
simply will have to pay this price and more -- because there
just isn't any room for the unemployved in the system. In the
early 1960's, three and four percent unemployment was considered
too high, Now, five pnercent unemployment is considered full
employment, Will the next decade see a 10 percent unemployment
rate as being accentable?

Full employment is the broad base on which to build our
progress -- the unfinished job of securing both political
and economic rights for all Americans. But there is much more
to be done.

The neglect of our cities works a terrible hardship on
the millions of peonle who live there. It is a form of national
blindness -- because the city is America's tomorrow.
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By the end of this century -- which is not far off -- this
nation will have over 250 million inhabitants. And 85 percent
of them will be living in cities with ponulations of 50,000
or more,

So when we talk about our cities, we are talking about
nothing less significant than the future of more than four
out of every five Americans, We are talking about the future
of almost all our children and grandchildren.

Quite simply, nothing less than a genuine national nolicy
of full employment, coupled with a determination to revitalize
our cities and maintain their role as strong centers of trade,
culture and communications, will serve to restore economic
hope and the promise of productivity to all the American
people.

This is our challenge, for if we cannot overcome the
economic obstacles to the full participation of our citizens
in our society, the hard-won nolitical and civil rights of the
last two decades will hold little meaning for millions of
our peonle.

In essence, our democratic institutions are threatened
by an acceptance of the blight of noverty in a nation
characterized by its tremendous wealth,

This leads me to another matter upon which I will briefly
touch -- education. The motto of the Union of American Hebrew
Congregations is.,..and I quote: '"The study of our tradition
and values takes precedence over everything.,"

One cannot talk about nation-building, or institution
building, or the American adventure, without talking about
education, To any nation, a progressive and innovative
educational system is its life's blood.

To a peonle striving to expand nolitical, civil and
economic freedoms, education is an important weapon in this
struggle. And no one understands this premise better than
the Jewish neople.

Throughout history those who have wanted to crush the
Jewish neople have never succeeded.

Why? Because the emperors, the Pharaohs, the Czars and
the dictators never could extinguish the spirit of Judaism as
it was passed from father to son through the written and
spoken word., Without the Jewish thirst for education of the
young, Judaism would have died long ago.
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And the Jewish people brought to the New World their age-old
struggle to be free. It is here in America that the memories
of tyranny have kept alive the vigilance of the Jewish peonle
to the threats against freedom.

And it is here in America that the Jewish concept of social
and economic justice as the cornerstone of freedom was joined
with the Jeffersonian and Jacksonian ideals of equality., Together,
they form a potent force -- a force capable of guaranteeing that
we remain a free, vibrant, open society in which all men and
women can make the most of their God-given talent,

The Jews of the world have made indispensable contributions
to the humanity, freedom and civilization of mankind. These
values have been translated into our own values as a nation.

In concluding my remarks, I would like to interject a note
of optimism as to where we are going as a nation.

America is still a young country.
The American people are builders.

They are restless. They are energetic, They are
idealists -- eager to put their ideals to the test.

We are the most heterogeneous mixture of races, religions
and nationalities ever to coexist neacefully under the tent of
democracy. And we are the world's oldest democracy, having
just completed celebrating two centuries of freedom.

There is no reason to believe that our third century
cannot be one of expanding freedom and opportunity for all
Americans.

There is every reason to believe that the progressive forces
in America can make great pains in the struggle to eradicate
injustice, hunger and poverty wherever they are found.

I know that the men and women of will and vision here
this evening are ready to join hands and work for the kind
of America which is in our hopes and dreams. T know that
the Union of American Hebrew Congregationswill continue to
point the way toward achieving a better quality of life for
all our people,.

# # # # #
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