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I always consider it safer to speak after my wife because
then I can defend myself.

Joking aside, we are profoundly united in our concern for
the mentally retarded., Muriel's involvement has been more
direct and personal, while I have worked in the policymaking
realm,

Last month I spoke at the dedication of a home for severely
retarded children. Opportunity Workshop represents another phase
of the social response to the problem of retardation,

There is an immediate protective impulse toward the retarded
child that makes it easier to win public support for his care,
treatment and education. Regrettably, when this same child becomes
an adult, he may face a world of indifference and even suspicion
and hostility. Yet, what is needed is a helping hand to enable
this adult to function within the community,

Fortunately, our nation is awakening to the plight of its
handicapned citizens.

We are witnessing a revolution in the public attitude toward
the retarded and in their treatment. Retarded persons once were
seen as a family affliction or disgrace to be hidden from public
view, Little thought was given to their own feelings, needs and
rights. The potential for development was underestimated and
ignored.

We prescribed what we thought was good for them, We did not
put ourselves in their shoes, and consider their feelings, their
hopes and their aspirations.

This approach has changed dramatically. We no longer believe
that institutions exist to segreate the retarded from their
relatives and society and do little else. As the focus shifts
from custodial care to development, there is a corresponding shift
from pessimism to hope, and from public indifference to active
and supportive concern.

We believe that institutions should exist to aid the integration
of the handicapped into our society in a way which permits them
to share, in as full a measure as they can, the responsibilities,
the joys and the satisfactions of a normal 1life,.

Minnesota has a progressive record in developing community-
based facilities for the mentally retarded who otherwise would
be institutionalized. 1In the late 1960's there were about 20
such facilities in the State. In 1977, there are nearly 150 with
a total population of over 3,000 -- equal to the population in
state hospitals, I am told.

This development has outpaced national policy. Some group
homes find themselves saddled with inanpropriate and excessive
regulations, Nurses from Clara Doerr have written the Department
of Health, Education and Welfare on just this issue. And your
entire Congressional delegation has done the same,

Without lessening the high standards of safety and sanitation,
care and treatment for the mentally retarded, I believe we can
and should recognize the distinct nature and purpose of community-
based facilities, Regulations necessary to promote quality care
should simultaneously advance the national goal of deinstitutiona-
lization.
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We will continue to work with you to resolve these problems.

Sometimes trends become visible only in retrospect. But the
progress achieved for the handicapped in the 1970's is clearly
comparable to the great civil rights break-through for black
Americans in the 1960's,

Congress has enacted major legislation in the areas of
developmental disabilities, education of the handicapped,
vocational rehabilitation and mental health,

And these laws mandate priority attention for the most
severely handicapped.

One measure of the impact of this statutory priority is
the increasing number of severely disabled persons who are being
served in this nation's rehabilitation programs, including
sheltered workshops. In the past, these peonle had little hope
of achieving the sense of purpose, satisfaction and self-respect
that comes with successfully fulfilling a useful and productive
role,

At the same time, only five percent of the total workshop
clientele support themselves on their own earnings. Half depend
on their families and another 45 percent receive public support.
Workshops are plagued by the problems of low wages, boring work
and a shortage of contracts.

The success that Opportunity Workshop achieves in improved
business management and in the development of new types of job
training, especially in the labor-short service sector, can
provide important lessons for public policy. It will make
private industry more receptive to this available, dependable
labor pool for routine and even relatively complex tasks.

As many of you know, I have addressed the problem of low
wages through a proposal for a demonstration program of wage
supplements to long-term employees of sheltered workshops. The
operation of this program would permit us to evaluate whether
this approach would be an effective response to the substandard
wages and disincentives in our current system,

I want to mention one more milestone for the handicapped;
the regulations recently issued to implement section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 prohibit discrimination against the disabled.

These regulations will open doors and widen opportunities
for the retarded in education, jobs, health care and public
services. I hope and expect that they will help overcome
employer stereotypes that still impede placement of retarded
workers.

The innovative and progressive policies of Opportunity
Workshop reflect and supnort the move to integrate the
handicapped more fully into society. All of you, and that
includes Muriel, who are intimately connected with this
important institution understand the challenge and rewards of
your mission far better than I can express it,

On your continued commitment rests the future of literally
hundreds of citizens. I congratulate you on the achievement
we share today. Working together, we can continue to open
doors of opportunity, transforming the night of despair and
loneliness into the daylight of hope and dignity for ever-
increasing numbers of our people.
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