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American Fund for French Viounded
Alcazar d‘"te Avenue Gabriel,
Paris,

Today has been a very happy one, in spite of
fatigue, for we trizd a new experiment with great success and made
I don’t know how many men vVery hapny.

You ¥now when we have a big evacuation inte
the interior, the men sometimes spend an entire day weiting & la
zare for the train thaet is to carry them on, Youz can imagine that
it ian‘t exactly zar lying in the ograques or hanging around outside
othing to do, nothing for amusencnt and everyone with the
leaving their lospitals and going no one knovs where}
nat ¥nere thie gramophone would find a cordisl reception
to collect the men who Wwere
the machine and some disks and packed them in
You should have heard the murmur of joy that
sged box! Face brightened all the walking cases
the 'Eaeclﬁ chef arrived and soon we had the men whistling
"had to leave to fetech uy other wounoea and get sone
see we begen at five for this first train, coning
second,
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cev ral hundred cushions
Cullis end I had & lot of
walls behind the stirctchers reeg when needed,
keep & lot ef extra ones there 7S men leaviag wio
couchés or heve bad arms or knees,., It was rather asousing that our

P

e happened on a day vhen the 1qqpector qrr;vea. He found a very

nd contented crowd of men. Thils mo ngs; T had to go down the
] to collect the ﬁrnﬂopﬂOﬁe, ! und hospitel ....
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sterdey, four of my conrades -~ Houilli, the
mechaniciean, Tugens : the essence deno%, the brigadier and Cailloux,
a driver save un their Sunday afterncon -~ it's the thirc tine ==
to help me unnd some of our 70 ceses, I took pic 3¢ “ then
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TO THE CIVILIAN COMMITTEE OF THE AMERICAN FUND FOR FRENCH WOUNDED

"Halt!"™ The sentry raised his rifle horizontally above his head.
Our breaks came suddenly down, and we slewed in the icy mud. Our Ameri=-
can Ambulance driver in uniform was a familiar sight, our American car
with the Red Cross always a welcome one, but we two women were so un-
usual a vision in these devastated regions that our permits must be
looked at thoroughly to make sure we were authorized to pass cver these
forbidden roads. However, the blue papers with our pictures and the
signature of the highest mllltary authority, gave us permission to cir-
culate with the motor in this department of France for three months.

My French friend had come for her French relief society, and I had
come to visit and report on the possibilities of an American society being
able to enter the field of reconstruction for the devastated households,

"You must not take that road to the left", forbade the sentry, "you
must go to the right",

We remcnstrated. The road to the right had been under bombardment
the day before, and we had no leanings that way. The road to the left
led to a ruined town we wished to visit. The sentry insisted} so did
we, We pointed to our papers that permitted us "to circulate any where
in the department™, There was no disputing the authority of the "Gran
Quartier®.

With a shrug of the shoulders the sentry let us pass, but he leaned
confidentially into the motor: "Promise you will never tell what you
see on this rcad to the left". We promised and went our way.

So easy is it to disobey, in ignorance of the importance of mili-
tary affairs, that three miles from where we left our sentry, and many
miles from any habitation, I exclaimed: "Look at the mushroom city
scattered over the fields!"™ and our ambulance man with angry impatience
exclaimed: "Hush, that is what you are not to speak of".

Several weeks have passed since then, and the mushroom city has
moved to another point, so I may disobey *he sentry further and explain
that the mystery of uhlB road was the Aviation base, which we were pass-
ing. From here, back of the firing line, rose the winged battle ships
of the air, the eyes of the army, the bravest fighters in France. Could
the enemy but locate this base, their long range guns would plow the
hangars and the aeroplanes into such splinters that no trace could be
found of man nor weapon.

Another five miles and we found what had already been ploughed by
German shell and shrapnel. It was once a town, it was now & heap of
ctones. Inhabitated three years ago by prosperous peasants, the Ger-
mans had bombarded and possessed the town, and most of the women and
children had fled. Later, bombarded by the French the Germans had fled.
Between the two bombardments there was little left in the way of struc-
ture, there was little left in the way of life, but that little must be
cared for, and that was why we had permits to intrude. Between shell-
riddled walls, and leaking roofs, with mudsmeared tiles upheaved by frost,
these wrecks of humanity crouched amidst the wrecks of buildings.

A woman with pinched face and haunted eyes stood in the shattered
doorway of a crumbling house. No expression passed her countenance, no
welcome 1it her eyes as we stopped and gave her greeting. She had seen
too many come and go in the last thirty months to wonder or to care whence
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we came, or why. But the sound of our motor had attracted two children
from within, a boy of five and a baby of two, who stumbled over the
fallen stones and with the curiosity and timidity of childhood clung for
safety to the tattered skirt of their mother. Their great hollow eyes
had an imploring look, albeit frightened like a deer’s.

My French friend talked to the mother and I extracted a bit of choe-
olate from my pocket to ccax the children. They would not cocme to me.
The chocolate meant nothing to them., I broke off & piece and put it in
my mouth, Instantly the eldest child fell upon me like a fury. He clawed
my hands, and put his grimy little fingers on my lips. I drew away., I
did not understand. The woman's eyes looked more hunted than ever, and
in a feeble voice of protest she said:

"Pierre, Pierre, doucement, mon petit"; but Pierre had forced my
willing hand open and had fallen on the stick of chocolate as a starving
dog falls on a bone.

The smaller child began tc cry. The mother stooped to Pierre whose
mouth was full, and pathetically tried to reprimand him, "Pardon Madame®,
she murmured, "he has eaten only rice and water and war bread for seven-
teen months, and his stomach no longer accepts it. Forgive my little boy
his greed®,

With a clutch at my heart, and at my throat I searched .in the motor
for biscuits and any scraps of our picnic lunch, With the little food I
found I entered uninvited her crumbling home. She followed with the
screaming baby and Pierre, choling over chocolate too quickly swallowed.
It was evident another baby would soon be numbered in the household. It
was dark inside. The window glass was gone, and the draughty hole filled
with straw and dirty rags. A board was placed across two barrels and
served as a table. A bed built into the wall seemed intact, but no
sheets were there and no pillows.

I placed my poor provisions on the improvised table, the woman look-
ing dull on, the baby pitifully crying. The woman made no move to take
the food and I asked might the baby have a sweet biscuit? while Pierre
seeing further chance of eating tried to reach the biscuit box.

"For me, for us®"? she queried.

"Of course", I answered.

She gave a biscuit to her baby and #lumped onto a bench. The tears
rained down her face, Pierre had both hands full. The baby had quieted
and with tiny lingers like a bird’s claws he clutched at the dry cookie
in his mother’s hand. The drawn skin on the little one'’s face, the hol-
low temples, the huge eyes, told its own story of months of starvation.

Little by little I got the woman’s story. Her husband of course had
gone to the war, she knew not wherej the baby on her arm was born during
the German entrance so that she could not flee with the other refugees.
Subsequently her life was within the German lines. She scrubbed, she
washed, she cleaned their boots, she slaved all day and she was fed
enough to keep her alive. But her children got no rations but a portion
of her own, and scurvy had lately become an added curse. And now another
baby was due.




What preparation was there for the child? None!

Had she bedding and clothes and blankets? Nonel
The dirty rage in the window holes she could wash and use,

Would anyone come and care for her in her sickness? Yes, probably
a neighbor down the street,

I had seen enough that day to know there was work for all the so-
cieties America could organize, to rebuild the shattered lives and the
scattered homes of 125,000 women and children in that part of France.

My French friend (whose society gave out linen to the most despe-
rate cases) promised a pair of sheets and six towels. It was all the
Society could afford to give., They had so little and it had to go 8o
far.

I promised everything I could think of, for I knew I had my splendid
country back of me, and I had but to ask for help in the reconstruction
division of the American Fund for French Wounded,and I would get from
generous workers all that was needed for this woman and for other women,
and food and clothing for all their babies,

ELIZABETH PERKINS.
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‘& well-known Monologuist,
=2 has offered her services free
6f all charge during the month of
February to any committee of the
American Fund for FrenchWounded
that will get together an audience
and sell tickets for not less than
$1.50 (and preferably more). Miss
Draper will give a full programme of
her recitations and all money raised
may be kept for the benefit of the
committee presenting her, except
ten percent which Headquarters will
need to pay the overhead charges
of postage, publicity, etc.

1ss RUTH DRAPER, the

Motion pictures taken by order of
the French Government representing
the work of the Civilian Committee
of the American Fund in devastated
France can be sent with or without
a lecturer to any Committee. The
proceeds from these pictures shall
be divided on a fifty percent basis
between the Committee and Head-
quarters.

The pictures show the agricultural
work being done in the Aisne, patch-
ing of shell-torn houses, the estab-
lishing of a dairy, the distribution of
supplies to refugees,and the daily life
of the ten American women whose
efforts have been publicly recognized
by the French Government.

On Sunday Evening, February 3rd,
at the Harris Theatre, New York,
Three War Plays are to be given
by members of the American
Academy of Dramatic Arts under
the auspices of the American Fund

for French Wounded.

Any representative of our Commit-
tees in New York at that time may
have complimentary tickets by apply-
ing at the Lecture Bureau, American
Fund for French Wounded, 73 Park
Ave., and asking for Miss Aldrich.
Details concerning routes, dates,
programmes, etc., will be furnished
by the Lecture Bureau.
ELIZABETH PERKINS

Chairman Publicity Committee













TELEPHONE 3266 Gramerey

CANLIE ADDRESE #3ATUSHKAYN. Y,

' National Headquarters

Anvevican Fund for French Tlovnded

(RECOGNIZED AND APPROVED BY THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT)

Co-operating with the Amerwan Red Cross

20 West 23rd Street, New York City

MRS. ETHELBERT NEVIN, Chairman

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEER

MRS, LEWIS B, STILLWELL, Chairman

MISS MAUDE WETMORE, 18t Vice-Chairman

MES. CHARLES M. CHAPIN, 2nd Vice-Chairman

MISS ELIZABETH SCARBOROUGH, Secretary

MISS ANNE MORGAN, Treasurer

MRS. A. M. DIKE, Chairman Workroom & Reconstruciion Bivision
MISS ELIZABETH PERKINS, Chairman Publicity Committee

MISS ELIZABETH SCARBOROUGH, Chairman Purchasing Committee
MRS. FREDERICK H. ALLEN, Chairman Packing Comnittee

MRS, SCHUYLER VAN RENSSELAER, Chairman Literature Commiitiee

MISS EDITH BANGS, Chairman New England Branch
MISS LOUISE DAWSON, Chairman Baltimore Branch
MRS, E. L. PIERCE, Chairman Syracuse Branch
MRS. RUSSELL TYSON, Chairmnn Chicago Braneh
MRS. JOHN CASSERLY, Chairman California Branch
WILLIAM LAW STOUT, | i

A. PARKER NEVIN, | Counsel

NATIONAL CENTRAL COMMITTEE

MME., LOUIS AUBERT MRS. STEPHERN C. MILLETT
MRS, HUGH AUCHINCLOSS MISS MAY MOULTON

MRS, C. LEDYARD BLAIR MISS FLORENCE D. MURPHY

MERS. WALTER P. BLISS MME, CARLO POLIFEME
MRS. DAVID C. BRIGGS MRS, CORDENIO SEVHEIIANCE
TALBOT R. CHAMBERS MRS, CHARLES STEELL

JOHN L. CRAWFORD MRS, ROBERT L. STEVIENS
SS DE LA GREZE MRS, RAMSEY TURNBULL
MRS, ALVIN KRECH CHARLES M. CHAPIN
MRS, SHEPPARD KRECH RICHARD STEVENS
MRS, JOSEPH LAROCQURE LEWIS B, STILLWELL
MRS, FRANCIS H. MARKOR MISS EMILY HEDDEN

HONORARY MEMBERS

HIS EMINENCE CARDINAL GIBEONS MRS, ALFRED PARTRIDGE KLOTS

PARIS DEPOT—ALCAZAR 4’ETE Champs-HElysees
MRS, BENJAMIN GIRAULYT LATHROP, President

MISS ANNA MURRAY VAIL, Treasurer
CHARLES BUTLER, Viece-President

MISS ANNE MORGAN
H. 0. BEATTY

DR. ALEXIS CARREL
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BRANCH COMMITTEES:

CALIFORNIA

40 Local Committees
CHICAGO

60 Local Committees
CIVILIAN

49 Committees
NEW LENGLAND

260 Local Committees
WaTerrown, N, Y.

35 Local Committees
BALTIMORE
SYRACUSE
LOCAL COMMITTREES:
Adams, N. Y.
Alexandria, Ohio
Alware, Minn,
Altoona, Pa.
Anaconda, Mont.
Antwerp, N, Y.
Augusta, Ga.
Ausable Club, N. Y.
Baltimore, Md.
Bartonville, Pa,
Baskerville, Jessie, N. Y.
Batavia, N. Y.
Battle Lake, Mich.
Beaver, Pa.
Felt, Mont,
Bloomington, Ind.
Bretton Woods, N. .
Brooklyn, N. Y.
Buffalo, N. Y.
Burlington, Iowa.
Butte, Mont.
Cape Vincent, N. Y.
Carmichaels, Pa.
Catonsville, Md.
Cazenovia, N, Y.
Charleroi, Pa.
Charleston, S. C.
Charlestown, W. Va.
Charlottesville, Va.
Cheraw, S. C.
Cherry Valley, Ohio
Choteau, Mont.
Cincinnati, O.
Cleveland, O.
Columbus, O.
Concord, N. C.

City.

Cornwall-on-Hudson, N. Y.

Dayton, O.

Deer Lodge, Mont. (2)
Denver, Colo.

Detroit, Mich.
Diamond Point, N. J.
Dillon. Mont.

Fast Hampton, L. 1.
Elkridge, Md.
Emporia, Kan.
Evansville, Ind.
Evansville, Wis.
Fergus Falls, Minn,
Flushing, N. Y.
Geneva, N. Y.

Glen Ridge, N. J.
Goshen, N, Y.
Gossaway, W. Va.
Gouverneur, N. Y,
Gramatan, Bronxville, N.
Grand Forks, N. D.
Granville, Ohio
Great Falls, Mont.
Great Neck, L. 1.
Greenwich, Conn.
Hagerstown, Md.
Hartsdale, N. Y. (2)
Hamilton, Mont.
Fiammond, Ind.
Harrodsburg, Ky.
Henning, Minn.
Highland Falls, N. Y.
Hollidaysburg, Pa.
Hudson County, N. J.

Y.

Indianapolis, Ind.
Ithaca, N. Y,
Jackson, Mich.
Jul:lil], Mo.

Kansas City, Mo.
Katonah, N. Y.
Kearneysville, W. Va.
Keeseville, N. Y.
Kenosha, Wis,

La Crosse, Wis.
Lakewood, N. J.
Lancaster, Wis.
Logan, Kan.

Loon Lal

‘I.!ll:i.“\lx‘

Madison,

Malone, N. Y.
Manitou, Colo.
Martha Washingt
Milwaukee, Wis,
Mineville, N. Y.
Minneapolis, Miun.
Missoula, Mont.
Monroe, N. Y.
Montclair, N. J.
Moriah Centre, N. Y.
Mount Vernon, N. Y.
Newark, Ohio

New Brighton, S. L.
New Hope, Pa.
Norfolk, Va.

North Baltimore, Ohio
North Gouverneur, N. Y.
Oak Hill, Fla.
Ogdensburg, N. Y.
Old Forge, N. Y.
Oranges, N. J.
Pittsburgh, Pa.
Plattsburgh, N. Y.
Pleasantville, N. Y.
Pony, Montana.

Port Chester, N. Y.
Port Edwards, Wis.
Port Henry, N. Y.
Portsmouth, Va.
Potsdam, N. Y.
Pulaski, N. Y.
Randolph, Vit.
Richmond Hill, L. I.
Rochester, N, Y.
Rohallion, N, J.
Roland Park, Md.
Rome, N. Y.

St. Joseph, Mo.

St. Louis, Mo.

St. Paul, Minn.

San Mateo, Cal.
Schenectady, N. Y.
Seattle, Wash.
Sewickley, Pa.
Sharon, Pa.
Shawnee-on-Delaware, Pa.

Shenandoah Junction, W. Va.

Solebury, Pa.
Springfield, Mass.
Swann's Island, Me.
Syracuse, N, Y.

Theosophical Society, N. Y. C.

Thomasville, Ga.
Turtle Creek, Pa.
Utica, N. Y.

Walton, N. Y.
Warwick, N. Y.
Washington, D. C.
Washingtonville, N. Y.

Watchung Branch, Montclair, N. J.

Watertown, N. Y.
Watertown, S. D.

Westervelt Ave.,, New Brighton, S. L

Wilkinsburg, Pa.
Wilmington, Del.
Ninston-Salem, N, C.

Woman's Amusement Club. N. ¥. C,

Yonkers, N, Y,
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